S der o
. Gleeson, another

~family that clazms Cconnection ‘with |
the G.ALA. since its feundetwn ahd | -
C 1% just now offering a third genera— .,

- with thé GiA..
tion that has gamed liistre Wlth_4

o '_end

. ghte the game,

- over-shadowe
W8S & - splendld handballer too, a

. Gaelic football team for St
- chin’s College in 1905 ‘His interest

CRaTE retrn to' thé hili of Feda—

- -¥¥ - mb¥re this Week f6r. our Sub-
Jé‘et and pick AllaIreland handbal:
| ‘and  hufler, Stephen. J.
of a great Gaelic

~.tion.to upheld the proud rEGerd ef
the past,
-~ The c;tery of ‘the - Gleeson famlly

_-.--'_"et!n ‘be traced - baek the seventy
. Yeéars siretch of the G

| AACE life;
C2nd .the fitgt - ever- Limenck Co.

. geniot football: findl ‘saw it well
T répresénted by

Hichard. and. W
il A Atself &n assoeia-

the years::
7 The brethers WerE ﬁiéhibere of

. the St Michael’s I—Iurhng and Foot- |

0t Michael's
- Tempérarice Seelet
. claim a:
GAAL R bioneer times, th
:end ‘moré's the pity!
. Michasl’s 1

ever Limériék sehlef fﬂuﬂtﬁaﬂ ﬁﬁal

.....

o and. wWers. deﬁmtely Host  unlisk
“to lose to Cemm‘ercmle who aft er-.-
Treland . Wonours— |

. wards Won Al |
_brmgmg the GLATAs - fivkt . senior
L feetbell erown: to- Sl’ie,nﬁeheide |

PR.MINE,NT PARI iN
UPRISE OF. GAA,
Rlchard Gleeson, .

e uprise of ‘the G:AA, béing
'heneured by i:he Gaels 6%
elected ’Trustee of
t¥al. Coundil: .

~ ‘handball, he did much to.
| '_aeh:leverneht bemg thé

four  walls of” whicH mostly

the great ballplayers of a - grafd -

B ere played

~ _His brother, - Wﬂhem Was also
f._-_-?..'_-_keenly interested - in the handball |-
L. eode and played the game exten-
Cooosively. At his honis in Fedatiore | 3
_Re ereéted & ballceui't ‘Wwhich - Wes,’;- against' a -city team The
the ¢onitreé  of |
. 56ie exciting: Play and the meet- |

- ing place of as

- for many years,

 Sportémen as cou d 'be feunti e.ny- ;-
- Where. - L
COUNT Y BQA*”;D AIRMAN

IN STIRRING:-. ARS

1111&1’11 mamtemed ‘g cloge een— :

'Iliectlen with “the

GAA.

- Independehee——-when it stlrely

grave I‘eSpﬁI‘lSIBIIl*
- tties attached to office in;
gahisation
the Brltish .occupation - Hhd.
closely allied’ tg the ﬁghtlng meh
of Ireland at the time.
' Meent1me another generatmn
Stephen,

song of Wilhem—-J ohn,
of whem

Willie' 8nd  Dick, all

" madé the1r merk -oh- .the Gaelic |
Btdge a8 a,dmlmsti*aters or pla,yers, .-

» eftentzmes botn.

I have alread in thls serles

 dealt with Willie's grand. reeord

i the hutrling aféns, whieh ¥ather

and & leglelator'
Limerick for

. téferee. of note,
“who. represented

many yeats on:tha. Munster GAA.
- Coatineil. beswfles i'enfderang._;;_sterhng "
| -.-,_éerwee to

 _Council,

CWillie wag” the firet of the family
- -16 bring sn ANl.Ireland - hurlmg
medal to Fedamore, but Stephen
‘must “be regarded as very un-
-lucky mot to have done SO . seven
-Years earlier, on the ocecasion of

- the abortive final with Kilkenny

-, for the 1911 All-Ireland crown.

_ _AN ILLICIT EFARLY MORNIN(:
| . CONTEST

| Early prommence Was manifest
when - Stephen captained the first

Mun-

~in handball was aiso very notice-
- able at that time, and it is on re-
- cord that "he - was oneof a quar-

tette that: stele out of their beds |
that year—the -

One June mormn
week of the Intermedlete “exams'”

.—and at 4 a.m. donned togs and

- played: a hectic handball chal-

lenge that lasted until nearly sis
‘o’clock, when all four got back tg

they had

their beds as quietly as
Bave-

left them—after whbf must

'--been one of the: strengest hénds -

| ba,ll games in histoty.

Stephen fast  came. into hui*hng
prominence from the time he B#st
- lined out with Fedamore in eariv
1909. The grand hurling parish
"had s splendld team at the: time

tWo - biotheérs —
1111am-—~nwhe opétied | .

1

‘who, ean |
gre,htl benneetleh with. theé .
at. un: ]
o fortune,tely 48 leng since: breken—-—-ﬁh

played. ia that fist-

Ifélé.nd,
thé  Ceén- .
-A keén adveeate of |
propa-.| -
hig - @utst&hdmg--,
| eréctionl of |
. the famous ¢1d  Rimerick Ballcourt:

in ‘Rutland . Street ‘that was the
- gseene. of many ‘memorable con-
. tests in. aftei* years; and mSIdé ti'llelf
. all i

rand a. 1ot of |

80 obkhnly heet e te';

the faet that he

' ' N a
and' J. Clifford; I—Ie,rrmgten, \M
Bourks, T. and M Hayes, T. and

CP. Kehie, R. and M. ODonhell, |
Ned Treeey Con Seanlan;, Egan |
Claney, Ji Whelan . Collins and
P. Pewer

;

"

days, then |

1 Nevember
'”%h@lr -frst. Ceunw SEnioh. hurling |
1 ;tle defeating their cohquerors of

L who WaS ‘a
. member of” the leerlték Cdrpera-’
- tion; pleyed ‘4. prominent part in

1 s8én in

§incé - Seuth - Libertiss

S finafe, 01 to nil for the 1860 -‘title

B grb}}‘gh life and Wwas Cﬁélf“{_}_aﬂ of |.
| imerick Ceuntv ﬁeard urmg -.
he stirting years of the War: of
teok -‘
& man of redolutidn and eeurege'_"w
- to assumie thé s
.. or- Wére won that year as a kind of |-
| in- 1926 |
the uptise of a new generation was |
| 8igrialled in the Winhing of  thé
cmnty._,_;- uniof hi.irlmg crown, New- ;

- | tlé
-.hed come mte the - plbture—-the';-%as

Qo “handball “as ~Chaifian |
o of both fhe ~Limerick Coiinty |
- Board. e.nd the Munster Handbell

dsyons

1 leerues

'i:hls,,

‘Senitr Ronolifs in 1924, and

FIRST SUOCESS IN
FED MORE OOLOURS

HIS Fst siicéess  in Fedamoré -
colouFs was the Wmhmg of the
lernorial meédals. The fol-
lowing year they won. the storied |
Murphy Cup, defeating  South
in the finsl, pe.yed at
‘the  Markets Fleld . en Octeber
a0tH, 1810,

Ifi the Guartey . ﬁnal of fhe Co..
Bénior Hiurling Championship they -
peat Lough Gur by a big margin,
but were unfortunaté to get the
kneek-out . blow .on an eb;jeetlen

11anee of .great teams then lining
for Ceetleeennell and Young
irelen&i ~ahd ‘the County fnalists

i" thei éhr——-Ball igarry and Fed: |

They were bagk again the fol= |

ball Club two grea,t cemblnatmnsfi:EIUng year, 130 everceme the brii- |

- of . the twenty-ene -a-side
- gffilisted from “thig

ahiore—fichly earned . the honour.

Played a2t fhe Merkets Field on
S*eptember 20th;. ~1912; Balhnge,rry
took their only séﬁior erewn; when

they setofed 42 to the 1-2 that I the

Fedamore miistered ih teply.
-But- the lads from Skile Beg
were, back  Again  twelve months

later -and at the - same venue on !’
‘they ‘wan | .

9th; 1913,

previous year, 4—4 16 2-2.

gnether great - success. that yeai‘

keep it cempany
| BIG DISA] POINTMENT
Tﬁe G“euh%y HArMary -
secured “in 1915 tollowing é-,
tueee With . Castlecennell in thei

ﬁnal once . more and
the hoiders—-—were

Cup Wé.s
SFBAL

{ thculai. ﬁnish

them for the tlﬂe The gathe was |

eﬁahwre weére not
hegimg that they
e

should Hot

e ask
County

Beerdg hewever, refused to change |
the Vehiie ahd Fedatorse did- not |

play Ht the Markédts Field;
hﬁ?ﬁi
was 1919 -

this, tHe lowest scoriig deei

beat
hey lost to Croom, 1-1 to. 1-0.

Crdorn  were agam their oppon--

they

WHén _eéssayed

éni:s _next
indéed a big SUIPrise when ’the
st fen triuinpheéd, 63 to 2-1.
The Sweeney Medals, hewever

‘consoldation” prize and,

West being overcome in the
nal, 1-4 to 1:-0.

| THEIR GRE%TEST HURLIN G

EAR
Personally, T believe 1927 Wﬂl
stand out as thel greatest year -in
the history of hurlmg
parish. They opened it Well
winning the St, Michael's Church
Tournament. Medals  and after-

famed Young" Ireland fift

in- the heyday ef a, gr&n

Cﬁleer -
“Those - days

it wdas

Clavg- |
gettm"' & bleedless Vlbterya S
o béfore Feeie,rHere )

fea.ehed e.neEher Ceuntg final end ;

]

in_ the |

by f:e.mﬂies,

| iriterestd

'wards won the East Limerick title -' 1hient1ﬁ£

after three uhforgettable ‘games Stephern .

with their gredtest ef rivals = the fi;'Kﬂcaskm
géi’l then J Liiknaw Cilp *anel
?fer the D )erb
iUty Fores

IH Creem m a d e’:'_'ﬁ;f' it St R

hurlmg‘ kS

leerlck hurling - h1stery anid the

played. such s noble pert in that

epic ep1sede are missing now. We

recall the  Fedamore-Young Ire-
land clashes with something akin
to hurling reverence. and allied
with them must ever Be the great
pitch on which they played at
Croom-—gone too; new
old clubs that ge‘ve ue subh pleas-
ure then,

| TRADITION’ ANI) em
"HURLING FLAME
. We often talk of tradition and
the part it plays in hurling
—and thenh we think of Fedamore,

lore

only regret ‘one can Kave in re-| .
| ealling the- glories of the:
| past is the fact that all three who

‘great

Iike the.

Young Irelands and Croem—IKil- .

finane, too, and many more as

well, and we wonder! There must

be 3. snerk of the old hurling
flame in these areas, and surely

some, one cdn be feund to fan it

to glorious lJife once more.. We
want them &ll back so badly!

jersey going back eighteen sum-
mers, when he lined out in the

great clash with the lads from the
I city that was to._ make hurhng

1The  third tlme,

] Creem at that!

-”ge,mee
{ Youhg - Irelan‘d ‘were. - the: - fiercest i-

| tor the
all;
-theee games that hsve stood- the

| the
| all in its’ bursuit. And surely
| laqrsl

_-tm;rlc | ’twenty-seVen

‘wheti: they - Won - th
| afd - medals,
1 his retﬁ'ement

'Was the winning of the. Bé,lzle:i."""?"hne’Ei out. agamét

Clip, & “trophy that is still to be
| Fedamore, with ' the Infir-
EfY and Ozaha:rh Cups there te

! tF

-

“akked to- ﬁli the
ﬁgf éeﬁt %aid His
1-ito: the fr:
h teelEut da, big fllteappt:i};hgzment; '.'-..;net H‘e
Wal Fedamore later seat I'yisdiatel frerWards. he d.
{ 8b1. THhey qualified fof- ther’aéeunty- | the lately. afterWards, he répeate
Clalighaun-—

pitted against

the, doge to.-

Stephen Sfigured
{and -
to play i & city venue._;;few Werth Whiie

‘the -

;fevery
11—. _hﬁ.i‘ling X
1 distinetibn - i b
the country; w

‘dation of thé';" rieh z&mateur I—Iand--

{eg the Allk Ireland.
i'sented b%
i ton, the ai:

the distanee frﬁim

and W
| road in the evening.

--etbry 'I‘he Arst day" thev et the |

sceres “finished  levél: Fed&mere _.
3-1; ' Young Ireland, . Nlne‘-.
menihs later they were agam to: !
gether at full time-—3-2 apiece.
Fedamore won in |

Fedamore, 3-2:

8 phote- finish:

'Yeung Ireland, 2:4. And’ they exac: |

ted leng heped

for revenge in the
County - final:

When they bee,t |

Many still hold that the Crobm |
‘between Fedamere and |

gver fought on the hurhng fisld:
They: certemly eould nét qualify
kid-glove eategeryq. ;_ Wlth-
fmendehlee were - formed

test . of yeers-——a 18stihg tr1bute te
binding ififluéhive t he
GLAA. and ‘to great sper’csmeﬂ Who
knew that defeat Wwas as sweet as -
victory. when one “had given his
the
thzr’l;y lads. that Battled those. three
Fed lettet games put the ldst oiihce
they ‘had in the ‘éffort. to ‘gain the
Crowh. I“edemoi'e won, but’
Young Ireland came. back twelve
meni:he Iater,” te Teap the reward -
ey. $0 . narrowly. miesed m hls-

His LAST GAME WITH

-' JFEDAMORE o

Stephen Crleeson pleyied his last
gamee ith - Feﬂarhere in 19928
-Dzafiam” Cup-
ae a,nnmi;_aced
efare Fede";;?_;er
Neweestle Wes
ot Brufee Tate: ’tha,t *seaserig and
aveélled  to  the: g;__‘-me as’a;- “Pec-.
tator. However, with tén i Hiflites |

He

| to 2o Fedamef*é Weré fivéd: ﬁemte
-behmd e.nd ‘one of fheu' "best |
players injured.. Stephen wag ¢

g&ﬁg—?f 16 teiek ei;f
315}1 e o . it a,n

The, At&t BEIl he -
Pl&nteﬁ% an tHE def, And im.
Wlpe mlt ‘the " deﬂcit
give his side bmtery—-a spec-
up eurely te & great

and

_.-huﬂ n
Axéd: for the Markets Hield. but | . lE, CATEEr..

dgreedble to-

......

tHE - intef- Ceuﬁt tee
Wlth dlsimetien
his eeh1evemente meleded a,.

di spla; "-.e agamet
J’aek Reehfbrd{
ene of ’tlfiﬁ greates

of - I@ﬂkeni&e

hirling deféﬁders ”I:he gafnb haeﬂ
ever knoWii.

HIS HﬁN BBALD GﬁREEH
Stephe“n s Handball edreer was
- a8 spectdeular ek his .
i%ne ﬁ e ﬁ%ﬁi‘eti With
allésu xrti all- over
was- “4n f ¢ £6uh-

ball . Association: played in- the
firgt - Tailtedhn - Games he.hdbali

'cemﬁe%iﬁbne an& cﬁtﬁwne_'r-' & 'grand -
‘record Ly

ﬁerfherln the. late
JERH J. lewles 16 &win o1 lee--
rick . the first  All-Irelabd  Charh-
Flons ip in semor hardball ddub-
es - uthder- GA.A I"illee 1A - this-
chainplehéhli) ‘the ~ théh - Ve %i‘ans
John J. Bowlés. ‘and - Stephen Glee-
ovelcarne sofie preat . -OPPOsi-
Muhster hefore qualifiying.
final;’ in which
ey defe@ted Kilkehﬁ rebre-
J. Lu%ae ‘ahg Dal:
gl portion eeme piayed
1n -J_-_-g_d i(enny} in Ndvember{. 1924, .
ke many - tther great: Gaeli
the Glcksons were keenlv
‘eoutrsthg and - clogsly
tjewlf,h the Irlsh Cﬁ}a meeb'
louhidnng, for long | years.
was OWner of He . fameus
Rattler, “Who . "won ~ th e
;.’-’es fe,veﬂi'ite

101%1 JIl

ings &

made. of 'travel te matches .in: his.
early deys Wae ‘'by- the long -car '
supplied - by -~ Peter. Meleney

engagemente a cycle to Limerick
the night before was the general
order. Whilst going to school at
St. MunéHin’'s, he u#8d run HEIF
Fédators, then
get up dfi a Bbrse enﬁ tFEp f%r
the balatite of the blirne%a

r J"-*-‘-i

preparing in &ftBr yeafs for
éaﬁ stiok] bg

match l’ie waotild ete
41k fotir iie % afouid the
pre-

The week .
vious to the 1911 All-Ireland final .
against Kilkenny, it rained con- -
stantly but he put in what train-
ing he eould on Fedardore Hill It
was - big d1seppe1ntment then
when the game was called off and
a bigger one still when Limerick

{ were afterwards ‘disqualified for

refusing to fulfil tHe feﬁxtufe ‘at

Thurles,
Stephen . Gleesein is éﬂll & gréat

Biidging the gdiﬂen Yeafrs f+o | f6llower .of G 8 é,mes; . whilst
1918 to 1997 Were 8 few Feédambré | Hi§ son and nithe§dke is bne 6f.
staliwarts, inéludiflg Stéphern and | our best réferéss tow. Another®
| Willia Gleesen the fofier Wwith a S0n, - Willie, i§- Secretai‘y of the
record of service ih the familiar leerlck Mens Assgociation in

London and organised the great
welcome the Limerick hurlers re-
ceived on their visit last year to
the Engllsh camtal : L

_and 1ncluded su.ch stelwerts .as M.
. e, h

L p— —_.

Of __:.;'-:r.f:'ﬁ?:'
Bruff, whilst for’ the lnter-Ceunty




