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Vampire loving
Darren casts spell
on his audience

By Colum Coomey

Author hopeful
of sequel from
Paramount

BEST-SELLING Limerick writer
Darren Shan is hopeful that there will
be a sequel to the 80 million dollar
production of his story, Cirque Du
Freak: The Vampire's Assistant.

Delighted with the response from
the audience at the film's Irish
premiere last week, the Pallaskenry
man said: “Obviously, it has to do
very well at the box office for
Paramount to do another one. All the
actors enjoyed making the film and
said they would love to do another
one, so hopefully, it will get made in
the near future”.

Speaking during a Q&A at the
Omniplex, he spoke about the
changes made to adapt his books for
the big screen: “I like the way they
kept the darkness, they could have
gone away and turned it into a comedy
or put a nice bright happy ending. |
love the way they kept it dark and
freaky, | loved the actors | thought
John C Riley was brilliant. | thought
Darren and Steve were really well
cast. | loved the effects and the
sets”.

London-born Shan revealed that he
loved nightmares as a child: “Since |
was about five or six, I've always
loved vampires. | had a poster of
Dracula on my bedroom wall and I'd
go to sleep every night looking up at
the lord of the undead, trying to give
myself nightmares. | used to love
having nightmares because they're
fun”.

It was when Shan got bored of
traditional vampire stories that he
decided to try something different:

“The idea of doing something from a
child’s point of view of having this
child not wanting to be sucked into
this world of blood and nightmares
intrigued me”.

He is excited about the movie's
release on DVD and explained why:
“Like a lot of films these days, they
shot more than was required so there

are a few scenes that didn't make it

to the final cut, so I'm looking forward
to seeing them”.

The successful author gave one
young member of the audience some
advise on writing: “The most important
thing is that if you keep writing and
believing in yourself, you can succeed.
It takes a lot of time and a lot of hard
work but if you keep doing it and keep
using your imagination, you keep
writing stories, you improve, you learn
new things, you get better and one
day you will get there”.

He continued: “I've seen countless
times in recent years authors touted
as the next Darren Shan but 12 or 13
years ago, nobody wanted the first
Darren Shan. Keep working hard and
you will succeed”.

When asked which of the books
was his favourite, he surprised the
audience: “My favourite isn't actually
out yet... it will be released next year

- under the title of The Thin Executioner.

This is the story of a young boy who
wants to be an executioner when he
grows up”.

Darren had the crowd in hysterics
when he explained how some of his
cousins in the cinema had given him
inspiration for the freaks in his
books.

He also explained how his cousin
Ronan'’s birthday had encouraged him
to finish his first draft of Cirque Du
Freak, so he could give it to him as a
present.

Cirque Du Freak: The Vampire's
Assistant will be released on October
23 :

Does your new business need a little
help in these tough economic times? if
so, we have the ultimate marketing prize
for you. If you believe your company
deserves the prize, tell us why you
should win and you could be elevating
your business to the tune of €60,000.

The prize is open to all businesses in
Limerick City and County who are trading
for no more than 2 years.

- €22,000 worth of marketing & design

from Impact Media, including a branding
workshop, creation of a full corporate
identity package, a marketing, advertising
and Public Relations strategy, a creative
advertising campaign, content managed
website and the design of a corporate
brochure.

€17,500 worth of advertising space in the
Limerick Post.

€7,500 worth of advertising space on Live
95 FM.

€5,000 worth of printing services from Castle
Print.

€5,000 worth of legal services from RDJ
Glynn Solicitors.

€3,000 worth of photographic services from
viewmaker,

Nichola Lopez,
Dermot Curtin,
Eamon Browne and
Aine Barry pictured
with Limerick author
Darren Shan at the
Irish and UK Premier
showing of the Movie
The Vampire’s
Assistant written by
Limerick Man Darren
Shan in the Omniplex
Limerick.

p— - ~ 4~
Ulosing date

Simply log onto
www.impactmedia.ie/elevateaward

and submit your business plan.

Or post your business plan to
Impact Media, 12 City East Business Park,
Limerick

For more info

Phone Impact Media on
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Closing date: Tuesday, October 27, 5pm

Shortlist announced early Novemnber.
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Eight years on and
JFK school plans
remain on hold

By Colum Coomey

Principal
frustrated at lack
of progress

THE principal of JFK primary school
on the Ennis Road, admits to being
frustrated that the functioning of his
school has been greatly impaired by
a mix up in their categorisation.

Bill Reidy explained: “We have
been placed in the wrong rating
category for primary schools. Now
we have six prefabs, even though a
design team was appointed to build
a new school in 2001".

The school sent a letter to the
Department of Education explaining
that they should be moved from the
2.4 band of primary school ratings to
the 2.1 band, applied to schools
which need to be rebuilt.

He continued; “We were originally
promised a school in 1971, but this
never happened so we revisited the
idea in the late 90's and we received
a letter in March 2001, which
committed to the development of a
new school”.

Funds were amassed to construct
a gym, because of the limited green
space in the grounds.

Mr Reidy told the Limerick Post
that parents were appalled to learn
that the Department of Education
had not utilised all of their funding

Tales with Witeh Hilary, for 3 to Ayearc

this year, as they have been waiting
so long for a new schoaol.

Another issue which concerns him
is that children have to use an
outside toilet which, he believes, is a
safety risk.

The school's plight is to be raised
in the Dail.

Deputy HKieran 0'Donnell has
expressed concern that too many
promises have been made and
broken.

“JFK has been in the school
building pipeline since 2001.
Drawings for its construction have
been drawn up since 2008, but still,
there is no money forthcoming”.

JFK, he added, must get funding
from the Department of Education
when the next round of funding for
school building is announced.

“The staff is excellent, but the
environment is simply inadequate for
children to get a modern education.

“This is not acceptable in this day
and age. | have written to the
Education Minister Batt 0'Keeffe
cutlining to him the urgency of
funding a new building there, and |
will be bringing the issue up in the
Dail.

“It is absolutely critical that JFK
gets the goahead. It needs new
facilities without further delay. Over
280 children attend the school, ‘and
whole cohorts of children have
entered it and moved on to secondary
since it entered the pipeline. This
cycle cannot be allowed to continue
into the future”,




