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- I would
foremost all- round - ethlete of the
| nlnetlee
- The Welehee of Bettevzlle Were
athletmelly endowed
three: generations,
famous  brothers—Tom, Michael
and Ned——upleyed no smell part in
helpmg the great revival " of the
late ’'seventieg that peved the way
for the G.AA.
Dr.. Tom Walsh
days, was a crack 100

ards inan

who was credited with level time.
- | Limerickmen  the world over, and
NOW

on more than one ocecasion.

At the old Queens in Cork,
a  University Constituent Cellege

where he was 2 student, he com-
fifteen.

passed. the 150 yards in Qi
seconds, a record that has ng¥been

appreeched by an cempeuter smce
~his time, | S,
Michael Walsh wes an all

 younder” of great promise, a good
© agprinter, and more than useful e.t
- the field events.

‘Michael had* two. song -— J. J.
(“Jemmy’’) . - and his brether

Michael (“Buddie”) who won fame

pI‘iZeS for many years at. all

and
“Southern meetmgs.

Jaws in 1917, c¢overing 45 ft. 9 ins.
“Another member of the Walsh

clan, John  who emigrated to Aus-
won, the

~ tralia, at an ‘early age,.
Irishy chemplensh:tp under GAA,

in the 120 yards hurdles, in 1894
his time being 20 1 /5" seconds.

the femﬂy reputatmn at home

'm Ireland, and later in the; couantnyi_
of . lus edmptlon- — the lend ef the:--

leek
SPECIAIJSEED IN F]EELD
" EVENTS.
| L1ke all hls comperes, Dr.
_'Speelel&eed in field events and won

prizes at weight threwmg, ‘pole
‘vaultmg, hurdle racing, -high and
long: jumping, and claims - the

" record -for the- 16 1bs. shot putt at
45 ft. 3 ins.,

unbesgten.

Feur Ir1sh ehe.mmenshlpe WE‘I‘&'.

In the 120 . yards|

sectired the- IAAAFW&lSh Wwrote:

“‘bounded plee,sure to agsist you as

won - by h1m
hurdles ‘he”

title in 1885, the first time it was

ever competed for, ‘his time beingy
‘The following . season

, 3/5 §ecs.
he retaihed the- che.mmenshlpl, but
Wlth the 1mpreved time of 17 secs..
In 1886, also, he
GLAGA, chemplenshlp, and in 1de11-—
.tiee,lly the same time of - 17 . sees,

At .---;?e IAAA meeting in 1885, ‘as|
well | as. winning- the hurdles, hel
tied w;lth P...J.. Kelly at 5 ft. 9%

ins. for the hlgh jump - title..
" Ned -Walsh,.

the husy life of a ‘practitioneér
Wales. -
.fr1endsh1p,, extending aver
vedrs, and . from h1s heme--“
Swansea Velley ‘he 'rendered
valuable: eo-eperetlen in the
duction .. of ‘my “Hlstory

Limerlek C}AA”' |

1 ot
in-
pro-

plaee Ned “Walsh the

for two or
and the three

in hlS atudent o

F

| array

Jemmy:

I. won the hop, step- and jump cham-
p1eneh1p of Ireland under GIALAL

Ned;

“which he made many
years. ago. e_nd whleh still stands-; :

ceptured ‘the|

1tén by

| Tunner
1his. best needs a trainer -— ‘g pre-|
1 8cribed  dietary

‘And so to the eub;ject of- thls;_
artmle_—Dr Ned Walilsh who kept;

| Féore,
almost  invineible in the
in hig day and won prizes at the
4| sprints-

left, Irelend 'e.beut“
the turn .of ‘the centurv to take up
in
I had the. pleasure ef his
me,ny.'

-though often very  gseverely
'cepped ‘Will Shéa, of Balhnge,ddy,_
| wag & |
prizeg a:t Southern meetmgs ‘but
beinig attracted to the eguine field |
of gport turnéd more to horses and
Still Wiltt

;-huntmg than to athletics. __
if hel

‘had’ an- ~athletic- prepensrtty
'--persevered with it ‘There was " one
man, Hennessy, who was

of ‘the

“PURELY NATURE'S GIFT 7
" Dr. Walsh

“In these stati-|
1etlce which I have endeeveured to|

naturally -Wender whit
of . athletes we  can
ever boast of at field eventg and |
how  few reach a prominence at
running, I think it has been writ-]
somebody that it
great distinguishing characteristic]|

of the Celt to do and act spasmod-|
ically and his highly strung impul-
sive - temperament must be conduc-

ive to the ‘succesg ef e. eudden

spasmodic effort such ‘as jomping.
needs. This
| would. rather ettmbute their  lack |

T canriot eecept buf

of excellence in rununing to the de-
ficient. means shd eppertu‘“utles at
their disposal for training. A good
in. order to ‘excel and get of

and a greduated
and . Well regulated course of train-
ing.

them. Their dthletic ability  was
- |purely - nature's gift, and I fee“l_f
- | certain - that if. many- — aye veryi

‘iany -of those of our. L1merlck ath-

letes were trained and coached to
run, many world’'s records at run-

ning as_ well ag at field events
would - have -gone by and bej
eehpeed by them. But past and

gone are all—the véry spot Where
many & time they trmmphed is
forgot!”

UTHER ATHLETIO LIEMORIES

1In. e,nether - eemmumcetmn Dr.|
“It . gives me un-

I still ‘entertain a. great love * for

our- natwe sports and a mest §in--
CE€re rege.rd for the  memory

those athletes who flourished

my time. In earlier letters I dealt
Wlth the majority of the Kilfinane
athletes: then there was- Larry
‘guarter’

all - through the .

sprinter whe won ‘many

in ‘his

tifed snd éxhausted

is the!

Most of the athletes T have|
written of could net afford  these.|

Taxuriey &nhad’ knew nethim e,beutf
S g < : E;hyezque vlgeur ‘and’ merel ‘getive

of |
in

ef Kﬂmalfleck who was}

.South|
handﬂ- |

ga} fo )ﬁbl‘m ﬁrem fﬁnan“e
& rickety push bile ¢

er Verléty and W

*ldpese Berson.. W% o0 I ]eltled, h1s

this way he reached the - capitat,

th the ﬁ_”ve -mtﬂes c enfplens-%' ip of
sland.” . _
n_*d*ewed dozene ef ]:etters :Erem
sh, -gealing with doings in:
the et. ,,-'?;:eﬂc _areng,
word e:-f;ut th
p‘lfeyed. in it Wor that I

but never. g

4G d tﬂie :g—.

to a,n,f_:__*ther ﬁeer depe:mied frleued“

»

P, FJ.'¢
no equal. “P. T
mede their initial entry to athléet-
ics on the same day, %hen they

travelled to Churchtown Sperts ‘on &

St Stephen’s. Day, and both|
f}rewght back. prlzes — five or six
apiece, no mean achievement.

WHAT P. J. RAY HAD TO SAY
: -SAY.

New thlee iz what P. J. Rea had|

to - say concerning Dr. Walgsh--
“Edmond Walsh, the pepu]er Doc-
tor Ned was the youngest mem-
ber ef a femlIy of ‘athléetic mar-
vels g youhg iman who carried the

cas'well - a§ the e.tﬁeltle prowess;
from 4 hap’py homestéad, within a
‘pistol shot .of ‘the e:nmé’nt and holy
hill of “Ardpatrick 'to  the Bl*e,ek
Heath at Edlnburgh e,nd to Swan-
sea in Wales.

“The ‘Flying Dutchman Ned
Walsh, left ‘the parish school
1879 and ‘foeted’ it to Cherlevme
where at the seminary under a

i brilliant old menter (}herlee M-

Carthy, began his serious  studies.
It only teek him three eeemens to
me,trleulate and . entér the old

Queen’s in Cork, end there in addi-}

tion to .ree.dmg" for medicine he
found time to g0 down to. thHe old

quarry, a derelict piece of slob-|

land. at the base of the medleei
school and do g Jump a sprint,

' and pitch the 14 1b. shot end the 21

Ib. weight. He had mnot turrned his
nineteenth year = when he had
walked  over and- 1umped over all
‘Southern Cork, but his ‘great feat
was when he met Mick Cennery at

Churchtown in the long Jjump and|P

running: hop, They were at it all
day, until Denny Power, thet
finest of handicappers, put an end|
to a record competition—a draw. .
AGII;E 1GREDIT‘ TO: HIS N ATIVE
» LAND.

Tt would be 1mpeselble te gwe
even a short concise hlstery_ jof his
victories, for there were ho pro-

grammes issued, and Whet 1e st111

e mere
-_'*te;ken ‘gt the “posts,:
S '-:-Eerllmge,ddy,f I o
) --.-;ﬁ.;’*'and the -annugl
;.:,.;..__.-;__@f plaee bu:t h@g masfe,, s :‘:_‘;,
A} Wwere | reserved for ' Scotla
it Wales, wheredt ke
- credit to his nete fe:ﬂd' He T
mtree@“uqee Lk

(0 m.lli &) ranner, He rede: mﬁ}!st gf 0

gave me much data'_-the

concerning the athletic. prowess of Shig

of ﬁhe bone |k
hen up in. ‘the |

an extract from one of his numer- ;_:mmmﬁdg g‘f’t & it frem some well

ocus letters opn the subject will bej.
read with interest:

ewn eveﬁte
.--e*éremn S ef h1 eerl., Y o
eppeerence In ‘enlt *- 5 - 8 SR

compile from memory one muet---iﬁmﬂ%r next day llterej.l]v ran _eﬁwey

'-tlghtened up

e pert he hrmeelf

€&, who, as & raconteur Hed |
and Ned Walsh'

field, just inside the gate.

out. peesegee for recital,,

Dr,

‘old ‘motto ag & . symbel-—-Unllte-e,
-etend ‘divided we fall.I”- -~

the eetr‘ree
Bel]ee‘rz@; (<
L_:'Ienvn"reff -.léffef ¢
- Queens!
hls eppertumt

em*prismg,

proved enf'_ S

'te
o f-f': Le.te

i"

;" ;-y were net pe *1
Jed .,«=.-mh capree ‘the style or B
Cell fer mtIe,__'l_le veult:ng. .aff?- h
--'*I":_;;_'._';_,_-.";._“;.;a;;Ish in add:’ﬁtwn 16
feunkd .tm'le

-“}": ?I-E ok RoT iehlﬁﬁ: ws
haif’ mch————s .03 in; ---at 1 Y
leek A.en»eae Fenfen “wha

eertal n“ly

lent mﬂer came under h.IS ebeefeif
vation. and . at minor meets’ pre‘i_;_;.j_;
hlS Werth fer ‘Selemen had e, ine

hlmself 8. grand hlgh Jumper

|not. his- hee.lth gwen Wey ;ur

meturely _____
EXPERT A’I‘ VAULTIN Gr

““Ned Welsh ve,uﬂlted all the'
between the cross - -of Mortdls L,e’Wn
and the br1dge ‘at Ardpetnck end
hig three standmg Jumps were
lcng - intact in. Richard C'ennelly’_e
He triegd
muecle ‘vaulting over Lowe's’ gate

Sunville, . but. could not" get.._,r,.e.
smteble ‘grip . owing to spikes, ‘At
the close of evening,
way home, he would.

and read in a clear, tuneful vowe

Drunken Thady’ and . 'The Feir'i‘;_
Hurling Masatch,” .and. fer g few—
Very few 1ndeed-—-—~he would eepy

A echeler

Walsh wWas. fe,lthful te h1e
home, -his kmdred hle ceuntry, and
hlS Ged" -

SINCERE LOVER OF ms
D - NATIVE L. f;Nl
I.

sions in the ethletlc field, ‘as well,
as those in the pehtmal sphere,
pained him deeply. I can do no;

better than conclude with an ex-|

tract from -one of his last letter;e
to e == With gincerést. wishes for
a better, happier, and.more pros-
erous Irele:nd with the geed Fe-
solutions . of - all
ticng of . our ‘race &and peeple to
‘bury the . hetehet’ of ill-will, and
stand together "as Gaels ‘on the
common. platform of ‘goodwill - and

|'affection on. ‘behalf of ‘our -down-

._.___-J. .

trodden Fatherland, with. the. gd

" No, 6—Pat Rya.n ef Peliaggre;

way k) pr0d1gv as a. leng dreteince_l

.3-‘"-’ Lt
et g e

et*‘ee{

on . the. el'f.
preduce tine
‘Lays and Legends of Thomond,’

Walsh  was 4 sificere leverf
of his native land, and the divi-

the - split-up -sec-

.-heme end in America, nd he
reapenelble fer ; _ {

|f



