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Ballylanders

pick They were. Mlc}s OSbome;-‘
goalkeepgi ihf.:J has the great re-
aying

-5 Football Club came into: exls ball m& 1 bpt‘ 193t 'the replay it
R Just half a century agoryihey l 15 %Byw?@ ¥8COgRisa, ithe Worth "of | .cord: figured . With his
-"":'ei raf 8 golden.t jubilge: of tha 8 ap.nq, concade’ tha. claim thati Club {o 33« yea:;s, trom to
et aundation ﬁome ’;ime this ,}-' would: ave‘;won 8 whole ‘hat- 19,3'(), C}.Dn K1ely, L,gptam (gl.‘;q &

grea» athlete s M Davern, P,

f %-’*‘w::, B il fult offidounty

"Y"" 'tool;; & yerysactive, partin bl S SOBRY

Jabably:ong: of - the’ most ‘unlucky?:

4:-1: ‘\k;.-.t ‘h "-‘:e

xicks* %
] h te.am whi chy: ‘won” fon them'« P
re} gounty “Juplor’ g‘ootban crow;;;;-~ Wm |
11911, hen they beat Qastleq |

hhon, '8:3'ta.: 0-3; at the Markets }
jeld: i{played on A ril 28th, 1812). |
AR, (mp ‘of::the’ best gombinatlons_ﬂ
jer ‘o win tgle title, “OF ganigat;gn-;
{1 Lime rick,”; however, . was: |
Mo &bb ah&lt 3t .iai,nerlnf% and ?00@-;_-
111 o <: el . '8 EDGPJ o1 AT Cx
‘ot sifathe: mattar “Was carafullyl- h%@t B cha,npe;

3 |

’}EIYsed* the’'decline™ of - *-Lime;'ick'_

days alliveent: {

snice”stiffled

;l st the. present fing htarest
th& blama laid J'on. the-

id" members of -the th ha-officers | fox ‘footballth

hard:for: their sha.meﬁul neqlect.

;;wm:dqu FINA IN ng:my
| YEARS rs,sse*«.arm:'a, -games
.gt."that'7in. the ' years -from 1904}

- 11925-—a full" quarter cgptury, the | g@&?zhgespi

Sty
uSion,, on ﬁva ‘oegasions, rIn ~the'|:
venty- yea.rws. from, - 19,0@ ly iwe
éa.ls Wwerae played and all landers
re:;wictorious .in- :hoth although
?:ullmdegadp sepgrated their- wins;
hich:*weré: recorded 1;; the 1811
1041920 ‘C,hampi shi Ps: Th -final |
1 the  latier’ w&s no plaje iy
ine-1st, 1924 at Knockane, wherﬁ 0
_Mlyl&ndem 'beat Claugha,un, 1=ﬁ ta

4 Tha ﬁrat
ionships ngg

, competltipr; PF

it 1§01I1e
all%ng r

‘r‘.

£ ,hen; one cunsldgrg at ok
9:13;'3 had. le.veq mé?pbargﬂugt : cqmm itd 9“';:5
i, own’; team ’on the ' Limerick | ;. :8ix: ﬁa,lly,lgg
dec Mhich. drew w‘;th Qublm i.n pn Limericks

wi a ’ 'f f w atﬂ' r'I"_

% through'! 118,019
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the captaincy p"' Cﬂn K,iely give{g the opm:r

americk football r@llkﬂ; but Wel‘ﬂ },* The footba.u hxs
B . spelkiimak ssprryt reading - the
a&ns-a ever, t?{ 00 & tO thB‘ fron jbgame ) asypracuca]]eﬁ igr;“o;;:l‘ by

the: pqviierg tha, wem apdcthe great |-
comp liahedw ;w the “iearly: GtAﬁ
‘and ao ethin %lwwse ‘than indlffer-,-

‘the 8T ooihal
1&nders?g,who wou d have “blazed 'a |:

}:trail ‘maybe every :bit as brxlliantw
a8 the Caommercialg: 'w*era thay gwen.._

whole set W "“é" giﬁf &ﬁatu}‘e of %ﬁﬁz'
ﬁtball mlgh' ‘be traced £ro : 7 P ¢ time was the |
cemkury, Preny a‘ ws ali ‘BES passed express-

on -of  almost gl eﬂ‘*ort until:dil-

jthegame . R usle Ament came ¢
f 5&«1 fer-with .the"deaision to |
&cnmpetition. even:

Thigiis Wﬁll iuustrated by the “'played* aoaompanled b ]u%f passing-,
aix

inio Fooiball’€hampionship was|
]f-n,' ught {0 a: quccesg,fu ‘cons | fﬁg'n‘ggﬁggﬁ{ ggﬁgioglﬁlniiﬁ%rn of |

F RS g MUNSTER *JUNIOR 'k and Wol &
- and! Limerick’s -entryx into this new.

.prov& their. football worth, w ieh
ok Was deqiedmthem{ '*tm lqcal ‘flalds |

“erowngw Were they
1ty’**—* ‘
_';II,ING.
yiof theim glary
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e Commere 1als aca
rmought, as neglect:

gallam; ‘effartg :of |
'gta,rs wof ‘Ballyr |
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ous - resolu pro-.:
start, which so maen-
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nster Junip “Champ-
establi:shed in-~ 1910,
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A iel&r*fB&H}‘l&n wﬂ*
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’Donngll L Crowley, gnd | D.’
Condon They ~played* Kerry,’ at”
Liste wely ;he ‘Kingdom,” lads. winn,-‘, |
1ng axter 8 | splen aid exhlbn,iont S

MA’l‘TY WA.LSH =

When ‘Ballylanders: “won’ them:_‘r~
ﬁrst county: crown in 1911, they h%d'
‘a phofograph!- aken to -comment-

*Q;-ate the occa.sion In that. group .

'wWas 8. schoolboy destmed later” ta\
become ~one. of:ithe greatest Toats. "
ballers:of ‘them all.- He-was Matty
{Walsh, the subject of this sketeh,
nd. to another: fineg fooib ),1&: Qf_
the period, Willie', Cr@.\gufar '
indabted for much of the d&t@'.

concerning- “him.iits .
With Maity in that now hiatoricf

1911 photo ‘were the’ followm "foot-
ballers: E. Noonan, ‘P, Bourke, Fo

f| Dohe | Dalton M.* Osborpe
F‘Dmpetmon%“’and*’ theni'the: cessa- i FW; ‘((Y B

Han 8,1:1, B' Cﬂsebﬂ \Izi'_'

;ely:r A..1 O owia O'Sulliven,"
Pi J. ;Q Pagnell (cﬁqtain),;
J F‘ Crowley, herty, Con-

ners, D.'B. G}ondun{ -*Matt Hayes,
and M. Itjﬁa.w.reafri';rlx1 1912 t th

' ﬂ ¢ ar--
ke?s Fle? Balb’ landers 331‘3%09.!

lined out “aghingt. Waterfgrgl in the
opening sound.of that years Mgns‘-_-__,.

| ter Junior Football Champlcmshlp.'._:

reat’ "gaime, ¥ "to 128"
- The . Limeric nlayers op that' 00-
 oasion were: P. Crowley (captain);’
B.: Donnel,l C.. Kiely,. T, Byqp, g
L,ia on,  B.. crawford, . M Davern,

Daltan, J.: Qrowley. Oabs? ne, :
Jha}{&stan,,m a,g aen, },ﬂ

M, O’ ullivap ae.y, _ ..M,
Mahonac Kelly, .}‘ J.: O*Keeffe

ENOAGEMR s %%Ii%‘mm
Can. Sepfember 15t 4912 -QI}CK”

‘had g double: e.ngage.mantxa ~Xater-
ford. S orts ?ield in - Mu star saml-

“finals in’sen gr hurl in anc.’: junipr
. football.: :J;'h aempr b qme,

‘| which. “was - menc
) -“]?‘oet Priest’ ofgéaeldom,” the lﬁtgj
.ip Fr, . Dollard. (“Slievenamm) “WRS
“Fone’ Jof ‘the "~ tpughest euer waged

fqr Munster * ]{nono Urs. Limgricwf
hed's. Sfu’rm & %ma € @11 t;hrough\'i

“l'the sgeond. hait, gid wii & SBEY,
%

point. leéad, ~wi mmut@ ta: go,
.were ﬁghtmg desperately for a fur-
“ther: score. .when & Cork clearanc:e
caused. & sensatip 3.41 tum, “the
legther. being battere to the -Lime-

1 rick. ‘net :with: the last” stroke of
ihse game, WhiCh QOI‘R won,, 23 to
. The" * Juniax Foot,ball gam,e ‘wWas
1 alse.an 'gp;cj,tingt e,ffairf 9%?1 fol,lm{ved
-“closl ern. o eurp_@
-l Corl% wr?rfm%?‘l {n 0-3.The L }mgf_‘,

. rick players. that. eqening were:. .

1 Kiely {Gaptain), Wi R, ton, .

Rygn,’ Il ©Q'Connor,: M .O'Sul-"

li\;a,n,, F, Cygwleyt P, ODonnell

C&:i?}d D Ward! P Condor

1 I Cuyptl YVEF oody, M,
| Osb;}:nen‘(go,aljiéﬁ% & 11&_? ﬂ’;ﬁ‘ﬂ".‘

tord oJ. ;Listen, e |
Thejr g g.t. *engagement -of ~the.
year Was' & i't l ‘on: ?pvember ;
rew. with
Pallgs, 1-0 each, m tbp Sepiop F@gt 2!
a]l Clmmpionship -
li)ABLE EVENTS 19 (ol 1913 _'
lg events ot 1913 were th e‘-'
redu,qtioq ‘of the n fimber 0f pl ye;a;:
from geyenteen tp f’sfteen{ 8
‘decision of the  Limerick. Coun y.
~Convention: that: the colaura to be
‘worn by Limerick: in - future inter-

county cgp.testq wgum be g}:een and

whit R |
- At Kilma,uock, Qp A.p il 13th i

; Ballylanders beat the locals, 0-2 tg;._
k01,0 thesgend -foatball champian-.

ghip, s *fgﬁtefw Y Very:, gxcit {13 ang:i
d-fou aﬁvﬁw"" P
u y ﬁth:. e d

e ﬁ&h e b ; 1&

il clas i e by

'} game, . dac1d9¢zat Kilm
E: ;'-',...~{Ba11ylandevs ,ebmught a8 e tlcm
ItoTFethard on- Augus 10th- lay:

{ ' Mipperary > in 77 senior - faotball
:tqurnament which the home mde

: .WDH

YERSE A
‘ "‘""*‘im%EOISI’ON” "

leerick reversed the verdict Of"
Erekus year when -defeating
Cork "9-3" t071-3,” in” the - Munster"
" Junior Football " “Championship at:
Thurles, but on October 26th, at
Athltaitlﬁ Grr<:)1L:Lt1:|u;11 thei Baillg;

ﬁl‘ﬂ “pickHil .en QW =0 540
113 to, 12 aftelF &

o ‘ﬁ
el ! ind
‘i\ -9 gt‘gh

Nase.

¢h was comp

GAA “in the formative years of

‘the Assocmtion The purcha.se price
|.was: £3,641: 83, ‘6d. -

Dlsorgamsatlon wxﬂm the county

“} Yeft Limerick poorly ‘represented in

the Munster,. Junior .Faootball . ties
for 1914 -and :1915. 1916 however,
proved. a bumper . year. and -with

Matty Walsh coming. well to- the

fore- that season, 'the story of the
fight for Munster and All Irelan(} |
~honours wﬂl be related next w:@g_]g
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G J on O’Cornnell J.
tShe eh:at.x‘%l!:Bj

S S)eptember 3.ang after. 8 very':
ﬁ( elese enr; excitingr eontest Corki
T “heat Lim I;ick 1-0 to. 0-2.~ The Cork
. f‘ team” wag™ eubsequentl - declared
E +4llegal by .the Munster ouncil an*d
gk Limerick were ‘awarded thetitle,”

r'f'_.;:i “the road to Munstetr foothall re, '.Bansey, J ames Ryen
bt nOWI} eon July ‘16 }11916 “when . they 'J. ;Eliere.n, J...Jeonard, /M.’ QGre,th; |
s +'beat Clare, at’ Thurles, 0-7:t0 0-2, Molomeya

"2l qn the first round.of the 1unior P 0.-..-=-~ = Old Ballylanders footbal] fensi
% 4{_!“&! vincial championship.™ ‘lf e}t me.intailfd éhe - best: ﬁft(ze% omnt?eery'
' el ever-fielded: was agains -
f..h ffhe« final ‘was. played’ at C onm cials ; g.t. Kllmalleck in 1915, 'when

they' beat™ the “famed’ city combi-
rnatlgn .3-4,.to:0-1. - Cemmercie.ls ol |
'that “og¢casion” included’ such ‘noted
players -as Albie Quillinan, Maurice

| McGrath:- :and - Dan:; Ryan, hoth
Tipperarymen, Purcell, ‘and -the
che.;n pion”® 220 yards’ runner, Char—

McGiHl " The le.tter
e gkll-Ir land title at. the "time,

%*?'% 1t was a little over twelve mgm:hg'
L %% later” ‘Wwhen " Limerick " lined . out
Ftvag a-mst the:Stars.-of Erin, Dublin.

! Seleciion ‘at Croker -Park (011 Sep-~
Fa tember: 116, 1917, to be"precise) “for?
;e r one of the best’ gamee seen:

the metrOpphs’ uthQ game:. ended.
& & draw, at 1 goal and 2" pei,nte
~.:-_':'ef eech both teams- serving a. 'splendid
i exhibltien of Gaelic football.i Qver’
| __;'gf&';ﬁ threehtl;eg,send spepteters se\g“me

o Bellylanders, he.d eleven players
’ from their own club on” this 'team,’
v “with four, outsiders,-jnclyding 'the|: .
*ﬁ renowned Dan” Breen, of. Commer=
] il elals, who was forced to retire after
geﬁetwentyeﬁve minutes. play:. ~with - a.
e‘g{ fractured elbow. : Breene loss was
i keenly felt and it was’ the general
oy _Eopimen that Limerick ‘woyld have-
geawon’ ‘well-had he beenon for 'the
; %Nt;,full hour. ”Ag it ‘was, the Shannon<
':*M siders lost. & golden chance of vies
Fi % tory: ~ Limerick  were all overi-the
" - Liffey siders: in the final stages Qf
e the ' 'game,’; ~but 4031: ‘many’
%-e,rfffﬁmeco,rmg chaneeg T Three m-lnut,eq
5 :;ward W1th the goa.l ‘at his; mercy,
3 took a drop shot ten. yerds out and:|
'-missed ‘the ‘objective.’” The: All-Ire--
;{ff-.l_a.nd title"went ‘with' the.t wide R
o '-?for Limerick 'lost’ the I;e-pla A%

el REAT FEAT. e
It*-‘"-wa:.sAe Ggrea.i; feet on t};te part
’-Qﬁ Ballylanders-——a - v;lla,ge of -
undred. popule.tion-—te put eleven--
plevere on" the green 'sward ofi’
M_,roke ari for an’ Ah—-Irele.;n; finag,

."_ﬁ-ﬁ “.r

ﬁ-, They set"a headline: on that oppe—-‘,}
vA'gion - for ., the small village,g -angd’|
towns the,t it is to pe "hoi)ed, sOMe |
.,m-;_.'liether L}merick arish will emulate;-
Ot B g]jyle.nclers preved ‘what “interest,
AN and ‘enthusiasm’can accemplish
s T Mre R, D, B;ee , of Wexf.erq }v
APl .;we,g efterwards ‘President” of “the,
il g""a.m%"' ge&ereed that greet drmn
£s ;f An. prepara.tion for the re-play 'th
45 +Ballylanders, " fifteen® engage
- county’ selection 'in"a triaJ. cp,nteg
L ﬁ-«,,_iecnd emerged victorious. . (it
&‘vi ﬁMF tgHE HE{E-?L%Y .%.& t
A Foyr " thousand - people were: a
"fﬁﬁi-cmkg Park on Nevembgr 18, -1917,:
ke for Ythe second* meeting: ef the

f-*e_-tea,ms.* “Limerick ‘were’ unfqrtunete
An ‘Having tg line -qut with oply |
;;"_*j-i'i he drawn game. end Were niore uns |-
p *‘for unate &hen. their: best’ ple,yer,.Jﬂ
She,nnon. repreeeﬁ;‘etives Ef
.»_,nevepp Pro uce% nythmg - like ¥
| " 3
237 the: brilliant’ w&s mi as ’e.nd
s ,._.f‘,.;;,:they' looked: Pdisjeinted eidg,
e Mr ‘A *“Rodger n e.ll)
i‘* i'exereed e.nd the. Limerlck players |-

# the' All-Ireland jupior football final,’ 51113-: ‘but: fast-as. a

, itﬂmls’

we,s U “off “his “‘"’feet by little
Matty ayes, who was onlﬁ 5ft. .
deer a.rhe

- 80 1m resseqd with- the -speed.
of pi penent that’ he!'sought
ter ‘the gax;;xe and ‘had” a

geoql %gug when ‘he found hira

holder of |

!5-

"""""""-ll-—lll-——u-n-

fe 2K

." £

- .-.J .“-'.. _-
o a /" Aoy

- l,u".-

th -a -ghum in: the" spuf ief Jack
o

Haye’ss public house ng “full’
justiee_ to 8 1ee.f ef brea.d and .

f e ANOTHER NOTABLE -
By ACHIEVEMENT - *‘-i- ;

Anether netable echlevement by,
Ball lapders was the’occasion they:
pleyed’ 8- “draw’ ‘at -Mitchelstown

gainst “Fermoy, then. one " of
Cork’s’ lea.ding een,ier football
eembinations e.nd won the re-play
a.fter a. ‘right “tough.  hour: 5 and
much' to: the eurpriee of the Cork
“fans’ﬂf'for seven of -the -Fermoy
ple.yere “had *.g-~few ‘years’ pre-
viously ﬁgured Bin *the “winning " of

great’All-Iregand ‘Honours ‘for. Cork, when,

Antrim . 'were "beaten in’ the .Blue:
Riband : decider.” ‘The elde tha,t;
beat Fermoy was: .

Con;: :Kiely, . captain- Mlck Os-

borne.l goal P O’Donnell 'y Matt
.Ie,ck "Ronan, Je,ck Crew—-

"1ey) ,‘Iee Crow}ey Tom
I Tom ™ Denoghuel ‘Jack
Dave  Conlon," Garretj; Da, te;;, Wil—
lie Dalten,... 'I‘o;n - Lyssett, - Joe
Crowley, " Mick A I?avern, fThomas
Crawford.: LR
‘T‘He**wn p-nwwu ,.+
ere fer a. ‘set’ er

TH' tfﬂ"‘ ﬁ’ﬂ
ry A S A

8i lver

tien B;'others Sohools there.

q 1Td obf'd Y tha tS a
am n e € ) L
olé .Gael, . Mjck ' Os ornea fo% a'.i;rlbler

| names’. oﬁ ‘the Be.lly,lenders ‘players
Tand - subs. tha.t played the - great
Kllmalloc ame: & ainat Cemmer--
cials;= alree. referred te Con
Klelyf (eaptaln), Mick Osborne-
(g‘oal), "Paddy " Q'Donnell, " Davy
Conm qlon, Metty I—Iayes, Micky Day;
g'n, .‘i %ckhclrtew;ey,r W i}he Dv%ltog,
Mre p3) a an 14 QI 4, m QI' ::
| Michael” Leonard Re.dd ‘Lyans,
Richarq Casey, Mett}r ;Wa,lsh N 1

gadg Tqm Murph;',! ee Crow-

y.-_ 1@3" “In ‘Mick’s
o o Sl oot

@;a

1 rse’y ;4‘- Eﬁ

“+/T0 thg. Ballyi mdere yeteran, 1 em
hkewise -grateful .for. the names’ of
‘the men from his club who figired
‘In"the drawn gameé aga'nst Dublin
i) llthgn ‘13;],6 %t;lll{r eland ]%ﬁor :étijet-

8,; a e ere O ely
(egptain).‘-; uMicK wpsborne * (goal),

atty ‘Walsh, Micheel Davern;-John

ro\gz]ey, Pet Q'Donnell, "Tom Crew-
te;d, De.\ge Condon, Garrett Dalton

.and ‘Dick Cesey Jack Meade came
into ’the game w en Dan Breen wes

,v"w elght .of the! B llylepde,rs men:.of.
et oMicky Davern, hadtogo off n_igred
*«before he.lf time." SO

“thejr: Ol'ln*z 0(-‘-0@.@10}1 ;

‘won rea.dily,i 6-4 t19 e A ‘
8
B Yivvere .

: ely: (captain), Mfiek . d.'

an""‘E‘ ﬁg OSbQI’HQ (go P D D’Ol’ln&u n urﬁ ‘{
M _.e, Al HEIR N IT

£ & EWﬁ-IS m e.vem Casey,, Li { all landers zIEa, ds Enr{ere uﬁ.t.

> F. I}oneven, ?Dﬁ 0’ ;ed

= Grounds;iand: were: beaten: afte
terrific stussle; i $-3- /4@ ¥ -2 Kﬁrm
‘; elded senior: pla-S'ﬂ.r and & m:plﬁ-x
':ﬂm ;’ ?{I‘Jdergd er FGHHOYi ? “ I %
i ‘Kin om’? men ‘wony~
riEtL?bborn"’g 9% ety s

;M[‘he L1mer1ck players on that occas
Ko :M.-Davern, P,
16 ;?].i«l./*;m Walsh J Lyons C K1ely,

At e TRl L prmaitii aln s Brmbaanide slx trd 8 ,; wag the inte

. . 11 . ‘.- . k ‘;IHTF ﬁ d x :.:_'.“-I'.::I'!.':i .':': ‘i:h\;c! P _. A -'-_-,";Nv ,}i" :-“‘_;_, _; i ln.
gm&e o A.@&'wn;,._ il 4} 3 %ﬁfé ;'firc 4 Fawhichcause d
3 o ﬁ."_t--'; . il I‘:'. & - I:-.\. i i At - -1.14 -_; Lo -:I' ' f th&%

B THE LIMEBIGK BLAYERSM
O’Daen-q Wi

f?ﬁ.ﬂen th'.during the- ee.rly ‘days
e'War of Independence and™t’
jﬁpetien of that figh t=
the firs \brea.k in one

o . _r - '--.. N m Ot sIRAT T ‘u 3o
AR e s 3 9 R ; ,, .: g 1 s “1 b oy g, "'".. ia.; ﬁ_ q,f.‘“t.? A ._‘._*.

% : 1.".‘%#1—%: n th egna,l %’ﬁ‘éﬁ fany iof "the allyla,nders lads’
qnet,:-e;sﬁei{erry- micats -feCorkh Athlﬁt e [ﬁgered’ ‘from:: British -aggression

the *brothere Dalton, Sean

‘Meadg,” theCrawford and Crowley
hm and’ Davern’.were interned
fpn@fq n jails. - Two others—Mur-

phy" an Tebm-—-paid th ;3,1,1 re e
gérificg in * ] }92;(% B r‘n
XL: W * -.wﬂl conclude t
stor witl; e. specia.l appreciation
{lie't Crawford,” of the footb
cereer of Matty W,e,lgh ,. -
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‘and. in . aid of the Chris-|-
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- ball

- and figuring with' the F‘lyigg

1 . September " 10th: that
championship activity Was poe-u
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GREAT I.IMERICK SPORTSMEN v .
- No. 202-MATT WALSH of Ballylanders

~ (Conc luded)
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SRR (By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH)

HE - intensification of -
struggle against the British
coincided- with the second
period of Ballylandersa football sup-,

remacy, and the best illustration

of .the. lengthy interruption . suf-
fered in the running of the eoung

the case of the 1920 Junior Xoot-
- com-

championships " is. forthcoming

Champlonship 'which

menced -early that year, but. did |
not reach a. conclysion until June

1st, 1924—a little over four years

later

Limeriek 'Wae under Martial

Law from August 15th, 1920, and |

curfew "was- enforced in the. city.

The G.A.A. was declared an un-
lawful. association by .the British [
-accupying. authorities, .

‘and.. with
many leading Gaels: “on ‘the run”

umns, - the- playing ~fields h
foroe ta be deserted.s; ° -
. This condition of - affairs con-

! tinued until after the. Truce of|X
] July 11th,-1921, but as the County |

Convention ‘was  not - held ~until
year

Sible
. GIVIL STRIF’E L
“When .eventually the. priaoners
were released and the British left,
activity was . just swinging into
full force ' once. more when the
unfortunate civil strife broke .out.
Operations' were. again held up|
and no .games were played be-
tween June and October, 1922.
~ The G.A.A,, ‘however, was not
idle and to the Assoeiation must
go a lot.of -the_ credit. for healing

i the  wouhds -of’ the most bitter
1. struggle - a. people may “endure,

T

.. _
- .- - i .
e bt B e Y a e e

;1. deeply than anything

By fidelity to its rule that p
tical differenceg.are -barred on its
 playing , pitches” and at its coun-

~.sociation with .
i - boards and icamy, "[rishien, who,

4. in . the”

oli-

cils it was not only able: itgelf

to: persist . unbroken, but it be-
came a major agency -for ending|
Through their as-

the disunion,

‘one anoqther on

civil conflict had been
| itted agamst :ohe ~another were

?able to#:sink :'thejr. vbitternesses;
- and forgetting all else, play .side
. by  side for. the honour of their

club or county.
' The Civil War, rent Ireland more

happened’ for 'a century. It could

+ have crippled us for a generation.

That it did. not, dnd that mem-

ories of that awful conflict - have |
"all, but died away, except as ex-

* amples of heroism' and glorious

|
i
1
|
i’

"F

}

|
!
|

-.- e o T T

"!
4
e

15 to nil at Knockane,

Ieiniye e -
'{flwa,dseepreesedwfon
+ that . occasion”. but “.met 'terrific|
nppositionw"Matty
i 'full back  berth,.

: liable, Mick. Osborne, ingoal,
1 pulsing every  .onslought. v\gith Hal-*

is not the. least of
the aohievements in . ‘which -the
G.A.A. played a great part
‘Ballylanders could have hit" the
football - high “spoats during those
fateful years: in Irish history,
national events -dictated otherwiae.
THE OVERDUE 1920 JUNIOR.
The longest. drawn out of.all. our
championships . was . . eventually
theirs, when . they best Claughaun,
‘to ~take
the overdue 1020 .Iunior -Football
crown,

Dénied the opportunity of “par-
tielpating in - senior ranks  whilst
at thelr zenith, they had a great

self-sacrifice,.

game with Commerclale at Kil+|

mallock, for - 1924 premier -hon-:
ours, and . suffered "a two ' point
defeat after a Splendid exhibxtion
The fo;llowmg seagon the foug‘ht
their * way “to.. the County .Senlor |-
final, - playing’s wa partloularly -ats
traotive .game Yagainst - a atrong
army-: selection @t Hospital A, and

" ¥
,'s.- . ilh P, .""- I-‘_‘--. Y

**Walsh, hri“the
and’ the old: . re~
Yo~

most uncanny persistency. "

In the County "Final, play ed at
Hospital on " April 11th 1926 . (for
the 1925 Senior ‘title) Oola took
the laurels after a magniﬂcent
tussle, 2-0 .to 1-1..

Emigration, ‘the retiral of many

the

great| and

Col~
per-r

little

| Munster “in 1926 and a

'unrdugn. IO

that had}

‘but |-

._~lon“"" 'epells on

factors, resulted in . the decliné of
Ballylanders following this game,
it was 'a long spell ‘indeed
before ‘they again hlt football pro-
minence.
- team mates, however, set a grand
tradition, and -we..can ‘hope that
in the not »too distant future an-
other  team “of great footballers
rwill ‘emerge’-from -the: old strong-
hold " to add further glory: to the|
name and: fame of a great- foot-.
ball parish.
" FINE APPBECIATION
I conclude: with & fine . apprecia-
tion by Willle Crawford, who was

wifa—r

g_ame —
T Matt 'Walah of Ballylanders,
5 £t 81113. AR height and twelve

football as a- full baok as great as,
if not greater:than, :Joe XKeohane
Kerry‘ or. Paddy O’Brlen of

Meath
8 “Why did “fitteen Ot
people, Tipperary followers
well -as - Limerick, ' stand- up as
bne person i Dungarvan in the
Senior Football Championshi dp
plaud the
stocky-built  full back for Lime—-
rick, time ‘and  time again? ~1t

thousand
as

rick lost .after a' glorious game.
Only .- one. other ‘player - on  this
memeroable day
ovation that' 'Walsh got. That was
game - which ~ followed.’

“ What had Irela.nds greatest
hurler  to..say? ~After a football
thriller in Paddy Donegan's: fleld
in Pallasgreen when Ballylanders’

‘ten. stone -wonders ™ played havoc
Fwith' < ‘nen " like" Mick and John |
Mackey, Timimy Jackie |
Power “and Stanl Hollis, Mick

{V Ish was ,the
ever. Saw. .or.

Mackey - said that
best - foothaller
met.: - Mick
of - quick Sil‘i ar, conld ‘not’
& oanre: “wlitie “*wenro
stone ‘Rocket' Walsh was there;
It is &' well known fact that
Matt could go up for . a highy’

who were five' inches taller,. grab
e leather, curl. Jhimself into - &
tw sting, g teasing' tornado, - and |
then- it was_ Splendid clearance |
or & free out

PLAYED ‘SENIOR FOOTBALL

‘AT  15% r

£ Matt Walsh was only- 153 ears
when he played senior football
with . Ballylan lers agamat Pallas-
green, . and -a .very - able and
clever  excuse was:invented to get|
thim home for.the day from Rock-
well College, where he was -

student,
4 Incidentally speakmg ' about
Rockwell ~it - ‘was.. Matt Walsh,

McDonnell of Toomevara, O'Brien
.of. ‘Boherlahan, the late  Dick
Slattery .of- Ba]hnvreena Kilfinane, |
and .two Kilketiny- boys, wha - first
introduced Gaglic. football
hurling toj Rockwell in 1912, In
passing,. ‘it: -might be ‘mentioned
that . Matt. Walsh. was - a . first
elass oricketer and played - for hig
College., against the -Gentlemen of
Ireland.: " :He. ‘was ~also capp
inter—provlncial twice - in ' another
football code and would have done
honours, to.. the' green 'jersey -in
flelds .acéross- the ocpan but for X:!
knee' injury

-4 Matt - played i.'or - his
county and province “from5-1913
1071938, ‘and ‘was ai' gentleman
on the playing ‘field.. o Many - will.

gave aga net.--.~ a fine army ' selec-
tion-In ‘the~Pump Field,. Hospital,
awhen:: 'wBallylandere‘*'“ thowed —the
Jarge :-attendance -
should be played and waon a great
game: ‘from= g top . rate army side.

““ This . ok Pocket ‘Hercules’ of
football +Was -only a child when he
%&yed in the All Ireland Junior

ootball;-Final" -Croke Park
against the Metropolitane The pair
drew " the _first. day, an occasion

when .the ~Ballylanders - selection

1 aogged

- Matty - Walsh and his;

tecourt: at Kilfinane.
~+«jtake - on the best at; this game,

himself  a, great exponent of the,

stone of aul}ercharged Jet-propel-
led manhood, stands out in Gaelic

was not Matt's fault that Lime- |

came near the!

' Micky. Cross 'in ‘the senior hurllng_

'Wlth thirteen stone.
“get!

ball far beyond the reach of men|

al

capturing the honoure Misfortune
their every footsteps to
the veplay and deprived the gal-
lant and patriotic village of bring-
ihg the nonours- to Limerick.
FiIRST "'CLASS  HANDRBALLER
- M Matt was not alone .. eatisﬁed
' withy the games - " already - men-.
Itioned ‘A - first- class handballer,
he was. one of. a foursome- which:
included - the peerless John. Joe
Bowles to open ‘the Old' Mill- Ball--
- Matt could

and - on ‘a suinmer’s evening In
Ballylanders, 'Father Andy Craw-
| ford, Miok1e (‘ Dabbler’) Davern,
Mickie : Walsh -and - himself . ¢ould
|be seen ‘hammermg the gable end_
of Mrs.” Burke’s “house™ ‘Wlt.h 8
cock standard -black’ ball, -
“ Matt- Walsh” was. an_ all round_
sports enthusiast, Treasurer of the
local coursing.’ club for -years, he
was a member of the Sliabh Riogh
Gun .. Club, follower . of ‘the Scar-
teen - ‘Black . and - Tan’ foxhounds,
and no mean. exponent of hurling
“His father, the late - John
Walsh,’ was a prince of s orts-
men, He was one of the i’ound-
ers .of the-local Shamrock Foot-
ball Club, whioh he” often person-
ally ﬂnaneed Besides,. he ‘was
‘one of .the ﬂrst in the county
to course -a, greyhound ‘away back
in 1895, .well’ “over sixty - years
ago, and .he. .owned such _ first
class animala as: - ‘Dattie," 'Irish
Volunteer’. :and ‘Galtee Boy."
“When . the .-sport  of - bowling
was introduced . to Ballylanders by.
Ned Cotter, over ‘thirty vears ago,
Matt was ‘the - ‘outstanding eapon-
ent.and could ‘loft the lead’ over
most bends and take on . any . of

the Cork championa .

“Mat has a son, John, . nbw
playing: the ‘Gaelic - code. A fine,
upstanding, distinguished . player,.
he has’ yet to reach the ﬁeights
achieved . by hIS father

“Like " many - another greet
iot}gntﬂ wn'q TUl'pi" ‘wo:- Q-d:p S I als B
{there: ‘was ™ nothing. he’ 'enjoyed'

more" than' g  sing-song. around a
homely hearth after a game, :
. GREAT = S;[‘AMINA
“The’ ntamina of .the man’ is .
best illustrated. by “the - occasion
when he’ played & game of bowls
Fto- Galbally, figured in a football
' game against Knockane, played a.
few sets of ‘handball afteiwaida,
and 'then had another game of
‘bowls on the way . home : i
“At all times the “local.” lads
were quite "happy ‘when  Matt .
played.  He gave inepiration snd
eneouregement to the other four-
"teen - players by 'hig ‘magnifliceut
displays and nothing ever dauunted.
'him. _The late Dominic Q’'Gredy,
Chris. Ryan and' Dinny Lanigan
always -had & terrific respect for
Matt, and one and all sgreed he
never. met- his - equal Long -may
 he, ﬂourlsh'" | S
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of the old players and other

Were most unfortunate “in  not
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