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Barrack at Ballylanders. Exactly
one month later, nnti'i"iﬁ‘f ;.‘!ﬁ ina
SEC0I jor operation, the same
unit a?tﬂqi:ed tlfg&ven more
strongly defended RIC Barracks at
Kilmallock-

More than 60 Volunteers took
part in each operation. Because of
the nature of the guerrilla war, the
units involved were—at that time
anyway—mueh too small to mount
such operations on their own. Nor
would any single unit have had
sufficient arms to mount such an
aperation on its own,

Accordingly, men were drafted in
from further afield to set and man
roadblocks, in two rings. in order
to inhibit reinforcements coming
to the aid of the besieged RIC and
to. prevent them from making their
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frontal or a flank attack appeared
to offer anv hope of success. But
during the planning conferences, it
emerged that, provided the attack-
ing forces were audacious enough,
there was oneweak spot —the
ropf!

How to ?EI to it? Although Bally-
landers RIC Barracks seemed, on
the face of it, impervious to attack
from small arms, howoever, deter-
mined, this one weak spot was to

rove its undoing and be the cata-
vit for many future attacks of a
similar nature.

Although the barrack was
strongly reinforced and was capa-
ble of withstanding anvthing short
of medium weapons and explo-
sives, it was a semi-detached build-
ing, an identical one, the Dispen-

11pm. Malone, who was also in
charge of the lead attack unit in
the Dispensary, had infiltrated this
eartier; Coming up tomidnight, the
other five positions in Burke’s,
Upton's, 0°Grady's; Condon’s and
Crowlev’s were all manned,

and waiting, Without proper defen-
sive materials, the Volunteers'bar-
ricaded the windows as best they
could with mattresses and other
household goods.

Just before midnight, the signal,
a green light, was flashed from the
Dispensary to be almost instanta-
neously answered by the opening
shots of what was (o become a
memorable occasion.

Those with Malone in the Dis-
pensary included some of the men
whao had planned the operation,
Jack McCarthy and Tadhg Crow-
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O'Hannigan—Ilater to play a dra-
matic role in the “Limerick Inci-
dent™ in the lead-up to the Civil
%rgwﬂs in charge, and the other

“In a short time, the entire upper
storey of the barracks was alight
and there was little hope of main-
taining the defence. Eventually the:
fire of the defenders died down
and a white flag of surrender was
displayed from a window: The five
RIC men who had put up a spirited
defence were unwounded and the
Voluntears were elated at the suc-
cess of the attack and the capture
of weapons and other munitions.

The one Volunteer casualty Sean
Meade, proved not to be fatal and
he recovered to later become an
officer with the Brigade.

x*No surrender’ as Kilmallock destroyed

THE attack on
Kilmallock barracks &
month after that on

Ballvlanders was
equally successful, a
suceess, perhaps, made
all the sweeter because
aof the strong historic
Associations of the
tow with national
endeavour,

The:men of the East
Limerick Brigade had
learnod from the earfier
assnnll an Ballylandors
and on this occasion were
equipped in advance with
fire-bombs-—what today
are known as petrol
hombs and; during the
Emergency, wer
universally called
Molotov
cockiails—hottles af
peiral or other
Infammahie material
corked with a rag. ignited
hefore being thrown, An
adhesive was often added
to thie mixture

The formidahie
barracks in Kilmallock
weas diffenint in two
rispects, ane of them
Iimpsrtant, to that in
Ba l'!.'!nml.ers. It had a
sl garden-in front,
protecied by barbed wire
entanglements and
sandbags which extended
I'Jﬁ.lﬂ round ‘the building;
like Ballvlanders, it was
Vory strong, stec]
shuttersd and loopholed.

Butunlike Ballylanders
It was completaly
detached, making assault
through the roof more
difficult. It was alse more
strongly garrisaned. For
these regsons the
dispositions in
Kilmailock were also
different. Neverthaless it
wins decided that the roof
wins alee its weak point

The gardan meant that
the buillding had an off-
gtreef facade Thig
almast, but not quite,
okt the rear of a

building housing one of
the foawn's principal
businesses, Carroll's
Slpnificantly Carroll's
building had an
additiomal storey and
WS, Consequentiy,
censiderably higher than
the barrack. [T Carrolls
was thken the Barrack
roof in spiteof 1he gap
between them, might be
vilnerable from its top
storey,

Other buildimgs facing
the barcack, the (then)
Pravincial Bank,

O’ Herlihy's shop and
Cleary’s Hotel, were
oecupied and another
offensive post was
stablished behind the
harracks.

That was the plan of
attack. 1t followed
anather that had taken
placs & S0 Vears or so
cariier & romarkable
attack by the Fenian
Brotherhoed during the
1867 Rising in-which one
of the attackers was
killed, A monument 1o
him: The unknown
Fenlan, was subsequently
eregied in the town,

Az In the case
Ballvlanders a month
almost to'the very day
bafiore, 2o &0
volinteers mustered-in a
field outside the town.
Abont half would 1ake
part i the attack, the
others would set up and
Tan perimeier
bharricadss, Further oul
ather barricades and
blocking posts ware
establizhed by local units
to prevent British
reinforcements réaching
Hilmalloek from such

laces as Lilml:ll:[r{;l-;.
uttévant and Tipperary

Tom Malone again Iiavtri5
the reol attack FI‘HI‘.}'
from Carroll’s, (ro where
the signal for the attack
alzo came whan all waz
ready With Malone were
Eddie Tobin and several

# .

ad the LR.A. in the successful altac

Comdt. T. O'Riordan, of Kilmallock (loft) Battalion Commandant, First Galtes Battalion, who command-
on Bollylonders Barracks and Lievt.-General Donncadh O Hanni-

gan, O/C East Limerick Brigade Flying Column

other men from
Ballvlandeérs: Donnchada
C'Hannigan bok the
nank butlding, while the
hatialion DG, JP
MacCarthy, who later
wrote graphic accounts of
:J_Iutllllelhé:gt ha_ took
erlihy's shop.
]|1'rf.-r1=_r.1ingﬂ' the post
i the hotel, which came
under the command of
Tim Crowiey; was the one
most corveniently
occupied, Eariier that day
& commercial iravelier
booked in and shortly
before the attack he
I.'ll:ll,gin?]E relipved the
bools of his Eeys and

opened the door to
Cﬁ-k]ﬂ}‘ and his
CONRAnions who camein
carrving weapons and;
the result of -experience,
sandbags instead of
lugmage

oon after midnight the
by now established green
light signal exme from
Carroll’s and the attack
openied with a fusillade of
shiats from all posts; and
i assault on llrul ool of

the barracks from the
skylight in Carroll's fop
story with heavy half
hundredweight iron
weighis hronght up for
ihe purpose,
surnificantly, too,
support for this atiack
was woll planned and a
small oil tanker was
brought wp closs 1o the
acionand out of sight of
the barracks. From it oil
wias brought in buckets to
the Carroll oulpost from
where il was thrown
through the large hols
naw in the barrack root
Ajprenade followed and
spon the uEper stovey af
the barrack was ahlaze,
Unfortinately, the
fairies back-fracked
leaping the gap beiween
the bwo bulldings and for
a while the Voluntesrs in
Carroll’s were occupied
with frying to conticol
that blaze while their
companions pinned down
thie RIC who,
nevertheless, bavely
maintained & steacly and
consideralie defenzive

fire from their own Yoluntesr casually of the
blazing bhuilding, EnEagement

Aner d couple of hoors mehow the brave

in which the sliuntlon ot menof the RIC had

the tl_uuéfm::‘l.ﬁn ﬁun.em.-d m:mpk-d i retiring to
considerably, the o the outbuildings at
valunteers offered them the rear of the hm'rmis
the chance of surrender  and it was while they

were doing o that ono of
E:Eum m:umm SL:L:.tl:."s
with the snapshot
that killed him. =
It was now almost Tam
hd & concerted move on
Umallock by British
nlorcements was (o he
anticipated. Therefore,
the Volunteers decided to
<4 hdraw leaving the
ITacks a smoking ruin,
‘Affer thess twe

which was refirsed,
Accordingly, the atiack
recomimenced with
remewed vizour and
contimued for several
more hours;

Eventualtly, when the:
roof- and upper floors ha
collapsed amd the
bkl e was-a mers
shell, another call for
surrender was deeided
o

Prior to making ita

“lggements the brigade
Volunteer damed Liam . SMtitsed to play a -
Scully from Herﬁ 3 =~5‘i‘;¥iﬁmm role in the
what might be a - ool Independence,

last fusillade to
emphasise the no hope
situation of the
parrizons, standing:
nﬁmnl_'.' in thee i of
the sireet o5 he didso

A single shot rang ouf

"fﬁlﬂ Ihg up the pressure
-Eﬁnﬁﬁ[mg other actions
Mﬂ ftout thelr area,
stding another major
sesEEement nlive months
Al When lorry loads of
Bl aries and RIC were
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