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Blackwater tribute to Limerick
teens killed in RIC ambush

by Brian McLaughlin
nivws@limerickpost.ie

MNINETY-pne years ofter two Limerick city
teenagers were shot dead by the RIC and Black
and Tans i & South East Clare ambush, a
eemtrind 1s to be erected to thelr memory,

Known bocally as the "Blackwater tragedy’, the
deathe of Thomondgate brothers Aldan and Cacil
O Danevan are the subject of & detalbed study by
Limerick historian Tom Toomey wlso will give @
public lecture ot Browne's pub in Parteen af
7. 30pm on Wednesday, Febroary 20,

A -commemorative sorell has been produced 1o
help defray the cost of the memorial stone that
will be nnvedled at the site of tlie rapedy on Easter
weekend by the Meelick/Parteen and Cratlos Wir
al Independence Commemosation Commbtiee
whe i trylng o make coptact with any living
relatives of the O'Donevans to Invite them to the
ceremnany Recalling the detalls of the event, Tom
Teomey =ald that on the morming of Sunday,
February 20, 1921, the O'Tonowan brothers,
Cecll (18) Thomas (17) and Aldan (14 left their
home &t 3pm, Emma Villas in Thomondgate to
welk to Blackwater MUl In Parteen along with
their consin Beendan O'Donovan (19) 1o search
for birds” nests in the ruins of the mill

Nedther the 0'Bonovans nor thelr cousin had
any involvement in politics or political
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Arriving ot the mill around nosn, they were
seen moving arcund the rulns by & person who
mastook them for IRA mmen on a training exercise,

They dida’t notics the approach of & convoy of
RIC pobicemen and Black and Tans that stopped
pear where McMahon's public house and
mortuary now stands,

Captaln David Sturrock, the Inteligence office
accompanying the convoy, lister stated that he had
received information that the [RA was drilling st
the mill and it was o the foot of this nformatien
that the comvoy was sent out. The twe men in
charge, Inspector John Greally and Captain
Sturrock. maoved up o investigate. Sturrock stated
that he sw seven (o nine men streaming ot from
il mill

Whibe the officers were still investigating. shots
were fired [ram the convoy and Aldan O°Donovan
fell mortally woundsd after being hit in the chest,
Cecil O'Donevin was hit by a bullet between the
eyes and was killed instanth

Their cousin Brendan managed to escape
through the grounds of the mill and a badly
shecked Thomes OTonovan surrendered o
Captain Sturrock,

A mititary lnguiey and eourt mauicy lefl many
unanswered questions over what happened
inchading the identity of the person who gave the
order to Ore wiile the oflbeers fn charge were @il

investigating,

Cectl and Aldan's father. Thomas (Sar) died n
1927 when he was about 39 years of age and his
wide Allos lived o antil 1959 when she was well
irsto Teer edghiies,

Thomas, who survived this tragedy, subsequently
moved (o England and lost contact with the
[amily.

Francis, whowns the seventh of the 0 Dopovan's

nine children, joined the British Army during the
second World War, He died in London in 1943
from tlness picked up while serving in Aden,
Yemen. He was only 34 and unmarried when he
died.

Anyane wishing to contribute to the memeorial
or with information on the O'Donovans can
contact Tom Toomey af 086-31 14867 or Padralg
Og O Ruaire at 086-3148496,




