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COUrt anda acKnowieageu
that it was a “modest
sum” in terms of the
damage caused.

Judge John ONeill
asked Mr Gill what his
client was playing at
- “smashing windows of

a community school?”.
Mr Gill said it
was “completely

unacceptable” to which
Judge O'Neill replied; “I
couldn’t agree with you
more”,

Mr Gill said that his
client was “out of control”
and “fuelled by alechol”
and was now “doing his
best to overcome his
difficulties”.

Judge O'Neill noted
that there was €75 being
offered as compensation
which he said “falls short
of €500 but none the less
it is something”.

JudgeO’Neilladjourned
the matter to July 20 and
said he wanfed “every
cent to be paid”.

“Why should the
commumnity school
in Hospital or their
insurance company have
to foot the bill for €500,”
said Judge O’Neill who
added that he didn’t
understand “this type of
behaviour at all”.

Judge O'Neill said
that he had no difficulty
imposing a custodial
sentence if all the money
is not paid.

Judge O'Neill said that
he didn’t expect all the
outstanding money fo
be paid by July 20 and
he wasn’t going to put
a figure on how much
should be paid by that
date but he said he did
expect another payment
to be made by that date.

Judge O'Neill said
he wouldn’t let the
repayments go on and on,
but if the €500 is paid by a
reasonable length of time
“I will be fair to him”.

“But he is going to
have to pay every brown
cent,” said Judge O'Neill,
adjourning the matter
until July 20

Chariew&%e'(:heese Festival Queen Orla O'Connell (centre in pink dress) cefebrates with feliow eentestants
compere eglie Turner and escorts at the final night of the festival

Picture: William Casey

MANY BQOKS have been written
by hlStOl"laﬂS about the Irish
Rnpubhcan struggle in Limerick
but very few by people who took
partin it.

This is |what makes The Irish
Repub]icaiil Struggle in Limerick:
personal recollections of Captain
Joe Graham so unique, says editor
Micheal Hayes.

“It's w Ty unusual to come
across a diary. It is the memories
of Captain Joe Graham, Lisnagry
from the period 1917 to 1921.

“What I found interesting is
that nothing much happened after
the risinh%;n 1916 until the British
threatened conscription on the Irish
and that binded them together. I
never knew what happened in 1917,
1918 and 1919.

“They sent in the Black and
Tans to quell the Irish and I think
it would have worked if they had
not combjined it with a threat of
conserip J@n The people were
disjointed at the time but this
threat of conscription seemed
to bind the people together and
that seemls to have brought about
independence, said Mr Hayes, who
lives in Annacotty - up the road
from Lisnagry.

This is just one of the many
insights it gave Mr Hayes, author
of many |books, and will give fo
readers.

It is written in the first person
perspective of Captain Graham,
who bedame a soldier in the
Republican movement aged 16 with
the Abang company,
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Eamon O’Bﬂen, Phll 0'Shea, Delrdre Hayes, Anne Corver. Tom O’Shea
and Micheal Hayes at the book launch in Monaleen GAA club

“I believed that it was the duty
of my generation to confinue the
age-old struggle for the breaking of
the Union of 1801,” wrote Captain
Graham, who went on fo become an
officer with the rank of lieutenant
in the army of the new state under
Michael Collins.

However, this book deals strictly
with 1917 to 1921.

“He was writing before the divide.
He wasn’t interested in anything to
do with the split afterwards which
brought about the civil war,” said
Mr Hayes.

It is divided in to chapters
with headings like the bridge at
Annacotty and Mountshannon
House, and is full of loeal family
names.

Mr Hayes said Captain Graham’s
recollections are wonderful human-
interest stories that also contain

LEADEL)

a wealth of information about
ordinary Irish people.

Since the book was launched in
Monaleen GAA Club it has been
sent all over the world.

“] was absolutely gobsmacked
at the turnout. There was great
interest, it being a local family.
People knew that he had left a diary
but didn’t know the contents,” said
Mr Hayes.

The material was given to Mr
Hayes by the late John Graham, son
of Captain Graham. The launch was
attended by another son Arthur
who also contributed to the book.
John’s wish was that bis father’s
contribution to the formation of the
Irish state as we know it today be
recorded in some way. And it has.

Some copies are available from
Mr Hayes on 087 6522345 or as an
e-book from www.amazon.co.uk.
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