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: North
stltute based at the Uni-
orgamsed the visit to
e the'celebrations. 5
“a fact ﬁndmg mlssmn educa-
worth
in the South tend to frame
“the North through telev1s1on‘
gadm the newspapers.. ' = - §
: of us go North? How many of
d out both suies of the story'?
ans ranting on felevision can be off-
‘Aré all people in the North like them?
dan O’Regan and former MEP Tom
ell have been to the forefront in’ pro—

uietly and diligently they go about their.

; evelopmg cross border relations.

1551on statement of’ ﬂ»tl]? h Peace
to

Dr Brendan O’Reg:m

community lmks tP
involved aigroup.o 1
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TWENTY seven serv-

ing members  of the
Royal Irish Constabu-

‘lary-were shot dead:in

ambushes in Limerick

.. City and County in'the
" years 1919 to 1922.% & L
In fact, 25 of them .

were killed in 1920 and
1921, and all of .those
deaths were in leer-
ick county.

" Almost all of the

dead 'were Irishmen -
and Catholic. Most of

them '‘were - young.
Many of them were not

on active duties at the =

time % of -their/ being
slain.- Most -were -shot

. in the back by snipers.

One was merely taking

q ! greyhound to a track.

Official ‘Treland
(South)  after 1922
decided to. do one of

_two -things".in each

caser (a) either these
killings “ were . air-

+ brushed . from ‘ the'

record, that is to say

that they never hap-’

pened. or:(b).the facts

“were distorted fo sug-

gest that ‘it: was: the

police ' who ' /were .

attackmg the irregu-
lars, “and’ that the
deaths occurred in jus-
tifiable self . defence.
Nobody any longer
accepted that the RIC
were, . or ever had
been,  a  disciplined
police force, dedicated
in the first:instance to
the maintenance of

proper order within

the . . communities

which - “they = were

detailed to serve. &

er1ck eleven in Drom- i
i cllnlcal -and ‘unemo-

keen, four in Kilmal-
lock; two . in. Knock-
long, one each in Gar-
ryowen, . Abbeyfeale
town,' -Mountmahon,
Bruft, - Fedamore,

Dromcollogher, Hospl-.

tal, Foynes, Rathkeale |
and Newcastle West.

. In 1990, the interna-

tionally . i\ famous -

writer, ;John:McGah-"

ern’won. worldwide

acclaim for, his book of

that: year, : “Amongst -
Women”, in which two
of his old man charac-
ters have little in com-
mon  apart.from the
fact that ‘one had been .
an IRA brigade, leader .
during the:Troubles,.
and-the other had been
his ‘Heutenant. They

had - -+ subsequently -

fought ~on - separate

sides during the. Owﬂ_

War. In: their. remi-
nisces, = they openly
admit that they had

‘been | 7 cold-blooded

killers; and disagree as
to whether | all. the

“effort had been worth
. it, or even justified, if

only ‘on balance. The

‘description of:: an

ambush ata’

A -work-in-progress
by this reviewer seeks
to depict the ‘nature
and = effect - of the
changed attitude to the
simple ' - infantrymen
from ‘every ' part of
Limerick ‘city and
county: upon. their
return from the horror
of the trenches,: as
opposed to the almost
studied indifference
accorded =~ them on

their departure years
~before. ;

And now we have

It catalogues in'a

tional way .each of the

fatal ‘events. 'Richard
Abbott’s book sets out

to. iiaid. hlStOI‘lal‘lS
descendants of ¢ the
deceased ' and ' ‘both

‘police’' and ' ordinary

‘readers:¢ who:=would

‘wish to put the events |’

“of those days in con: .
text. It contains; ‘har:

rowing  details iof ‘the

backgrounds* ofiithe
ivietims, and:does not ©

flinch ;to. describe. the

Jinnocent . .ages. and
- ‘occupations of . those

;. who shot them and, in

some “cases, were
emselves shot.

“In this"week of the
"Twe}fth” more 'so
.than in" the 51 other
weeks ~of  the year,
when the RUC are reel-

.irg under the rejection

by ‘elements of what
most “of ‘them “would
consider ito be: their
cultural ‘and profes-
sional tradition; such
a book is timely.”

‘As we looked:at the wal:
weekend at theannual + |
Dromcree -events, ‘we;"*

" in the South (and very

many :inthe North)
ask whyit.is that the
two  factions cannot
forget the past and get
onwith lifeir - -

‘But. the 'sad fact is
that' it is not possﬂjle
to forget ‘that which
was not: groperly and
openly; scribed to

either side to begin

with.” ' The “half-truth
and the ‘work of the
propagandist exists to
this - :day, . unextin-
guished . in: ' ‘some
hearts afterthe ‘pas:
sage of four genera-

TOM BRDW'\]E

A RECENT :
corresponden%e

}glolden wren, T ha
eard of before b

are still about:;
though regretfully
much fewer in 3
number.; | !

Mr Geary, names
species t were .
around in his nati

arish’

ye].lowhammer,
magplial, wood pigeon,
crow, house s
,starli'ng, hat%g?ho
pheasant, coot,
“heron, hawk,

mallard duck. .W

waj , ‘
sallow, com

ciirlew; la

| 'enekoo, snipe an

Mary’s Parishes who tra .
There“have been’ sportmg links and last
March the Crimson Players from Derry staged

Conversely, as soon - wenty seven policemen were ki led in Limerick during the height of the Trou- what appears to be a tions. .
as the Northern Ire- - b],, ; e A quite definitive book, - Police -Casualties

land Parliament was ‘| : LR Tl ;- written' by a. 43-year- - Ireland is publzshed A
a re-enactment of the Siege of Derry in ng created, its new estab- - RIC men and ¢ scoriat- - voking an inevitable ing within the border - old serving Inspector Mercier Press in' Co
John’s Castle, Limerick. lishment did the exact * ingthosewho' adscen ‘Chinese wall”  of the Six Counties. with the RUC, entitled and is generally.a
The Peace Institute have done much more opposite, . glorifying - reason toireébel agaiast . response among ftlie  But twenty seven “Police ‘Casualties in  able with a cove
and deserve more public and local gover the bravery ofall slain the Crown (and pro- Natlonahsts remam- policemen died in Lim-  Ireland 1919- 1922" R :
ment supportmthelr efforts. = - ; : i :
There "were once. very ‘close; relanons ; ] ‘ ;
between' L erm}c ancf‘ érry,"and: while Ave: |
see. the: Ma f that' great’ North ro gty |
down hers for-the 0dd.SEPatrj ‘parad
j it is surely:-‘ime to build up Stronge Can
fruitful ; relatmnéhlps w1th our .z
brothers.
Maybe it'is time for- hoth local authouﬁgs
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! _aI Coulri ‘r* tomor— th
‘row’s. . histor:.': Sich ., Wi
;.Words deeds ai q adven-
tures that are 1;0d £nd
T)roﬁtablp o, kv 1o - honld
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