»_1he destruction

Ballylar

LLOWING the events
Easter Week, 1916, in
southern part of East
nerick, there devel-
d in the area a bitter
rnal dispute in which
mer officers and rank-
i-file took opposite
eS.
"he dispute increased in
:nsity  until  General
wdquarters in Dubiin was
npelled to take action
n Moy 1918, Mithael W
2eilly was sent to ~old.an
liry. The inquity wa. held in
hous ~f Danny hioloney,
dge ! vuse, Knocklong, and
ilted in the suspernsion of
ny officers and mer. whose
s subsequently figured
mi.nently in the War of Inde-
dence.
{ also resulted in the dis-
dment ~f the ol? Galtee
gade, which had operated
¢ the fonation of :ne Irish
lunteers.
t was replaced in the scheme
rganisation by the East Lim-
k Brigade, which continued
act during the remainder of
fight against the British
ces in Ireland.
n order to preserve the his-
ic name of the Galtee
gade, however, three battal-
s ¢f the newly-formed East
nerick Brigade were named
First. Second and Third Gal-
Batialions. Later, the East
nerick Brigade was divided
7 six battalion areas and the
rd “Galtee™ was completely
lppﬂd.

ub

“he Ballylanders company
a was the hut of the dispute
erred - -ud, despite e Gen-
| Het uguarters’ inqury and
reral other efforts ' elimi-
e the dispute, the bliterness
iued Lo nereas”

As a fuitior efiort w bring
- situation under control, fol-
«ing the iugyuiry at Knock-
g, General Headquarters
rointed Sean Wall, < I Bruff,
Brigade O/C, of the newly-
med Eest Limerick ‘irigade,
1 Sean T Riordan, of Kilmal-
k, as battalion commandant
the First Galtee Battalion,

As hoth officers had no con-
tion witn the dispute, it was
ugat that their election might
minate it. In spite of the
we, partisanship enteced into
- election f practically all the
ier company and tattalion
icers in the First Bat:.ion.
The d spute continueid to per-
t, to the detriment of the
rk of the organisation.

It was in these circumstances
it the Battalion Coun il of the
AU Galtee Battalion Jecided
attack the Royal Insa Con-
bulary . rracks at Ballylan-
+ which was in the .cntre of

the disaffected area.

1t was hoped that the engage-
ment would bring the two fac-
tions together in an operation
which would make them forget
their differences.

It was further decided that the
operation should be particularly
a battalion one, but a.aa test of

efficiency all Voluntegr compa-
nies between Limerick city and
Mitchelstown, and | between
Tipperary and Mallow, were
blnghl out on the nigiu of the
attack, to block road and cut
cominunications

Accordingiv  wha. was a
iocal battalion operation tock
on the appearance  of
widespread activity inside the
points mentioned. In fact, evi-
dence given later at the court-
martial of Michael Gamell and
Sean T O'Riordan, df Kilmal-
lock, suggested that over 300
men were engaged in {be attack.

In point of fact, thuse who
took part in the acival fighting,
and for whom arms were avail-
able at the time, numbored only
29 men.

Sean T O'Riordan was in
command of the operation and
the assault party on the roof of
the barracks was in charge of
Tomas Malone who was on the
run in the locality and who
assumed the na “Sean
Forde™ to hide his identity from
the enemy.

The plans for the |attack on
Ballylanders Barracks were
drawn up at the house of Ned
Tobin, of Ballinalackin. about
two miles from Ballylanders.

Among the oiiicers prescit,
oo the occasion, were Sean T
O'Riordan, Sean
Brigade Ordnance
Tr.nas Malone, perations

s licer, and Ned Tobin himself,
Brigade Quartermast

A despatch from Brigade
O/C, Sean Wall, advised Tobin
to be on the alert for a consign-
ment of rifles and bombs on
their way from Doo to Bally-
landers.

These arrived shd; ly after-
wards, due largely l(:i;n\ coura-

geous work of Berlic Burke.
Bombs were manufaciured at
Tobin's forge, Zallinalackin,
and at David Clancy’s, Cush,
Kilfinane.

The plan of |operauon,
adopted for the Trslil- oo
«wribed that the attack shouw be
“hiefly directed against the roof
ol the barracks, while at the

vme time the building should -

covered by fire from all sides
1 order 1o keep the garrison of
about six RIC men fully occu-
nicd
The building itsglf was a
smmanding one off the street
Ballylanders with walls of
iid stone, stout Stec
ors, steel-shuttered! w
and loopholes placeg i Straic-
cic points. The partiquiz- notors
111 which the attack - s to oe
1 wer outlined to ihe

The attackers mustered qui-
etly at Ballylanders Bridge,
about a mile below the village.
They were issued with firearms,
bombs and ammunition, and
uetailed to their various posts.

At 1lpm, it was ascertained
that two of the ccustables were
i bed and hat 'he sergeant and

the ren 5 oastadles were
in arff i parts of he build-
ing.

Al zrastiy L1 Zpm, “Sean

* fiasheu e ‘open fire”
from the roof of No 1
apd the e was an
'mmﬂ:hate voliey of nﬂe fire
ang 5 shower ot grenades, to
wiiicii  the garrison  replied
inlensively

e assaull party on the roof
set about breaking a gaping hole
into the building with sledge-
hzmners. Bombs and incendi-
wni2t were immediately thrown
i *o set the building on fire. A
tphied torch was soaked in
paraffin and tar, and used to set
fire to a2 bed. Th'\; in turn, fired

-+ Wonden paniio

few minuies the entire
ing furiously

had become a

uuudlr.
and ihe b'_rr
aging fumace.

n the meantime, the party on
the roof had many narrow
escapes from the rifle fire of the
gamison, some of whom blazed
away through the hole in the
roof of their Barracks.

, Hot exchanges were also in

Al
Al i
doe 3. -

piugress between others of the
germisen and the IRA sections
which oceup.:d the different
nesitions v.ounding  the
doomed build: L.

After 15 miuutes’ fighting,
Sean Meade, Crecora, was shot
througn the izt lung by a rifle
sulle

He was < of the party in
the post . : 1+ Fanny Burke’s

house, dir. ‘. opposile the
front =vind 0 of the barracks,
md i owa: hought that he
exposad Losed to fire whilst

cndnavoun!m 10 free his rifle
which hwd 3 ceed.

Ail the v .2 the countryside
was coatinoail o lighted up by
verey tights feom the barracks.
signaliing (©1 . ssistance from
other enem. - posts in the local-
ity.

After hi!l 22 hour's fighting
“ac  blazing  building  had
btecome untenable, and the
sergeant-in-charge hoisted the
white flag of surrender which
was atacted to a rifle and
waved thrasg o one of the win-

dare, Bl aing their surren-
de, the RiUC “ucre lined up out-
side their ' :130ks and marched
under armce _‘scort down the

ma'n strect 1o the home of one
of the attaclors

They r2ated with cour-
tesy by thew captors. All arms
and ammur:t.cn and many of
e explosive © Lelonging to the
garrison wer< secured at great
risk by the bof < ion.

wiers barracks

raen,

Official books, papers ar
correspondence kept in the ba
racks were also seized, ar
were taken in charge by Lia
Scully.

The mills bombs captur
were afterwards used in tl
attack on Kilmallock RIC ba
racks. In fact, all war materi
captured, following the surre
der of Ballylanders Barrack
played an important part in su
sequent operations by the Ea
Limerick Brigade.

The captured documents ga
valuabie information 4bo
enemy communications, U
activities of the RIC, and the
instructions.

Sean Meade, the only IR,
casualty, was treated at a loc
first-aid station. Later, tf
sorely-wounded soldier w:
brought to a series of sa
houses while on the run. E
ultimately reached the Coun
Infirmary at Limerick, where |
was admitted under an assum
name and entered as a pneum
nia patient. There he was givi
gvery attention and nursed ba
to health and vigour.

The attack and capture
Ballylanders police barrac
had more of a far-reachi
effect than was thought at t
time by those engaged in 1
operation.

It was an audacious enls
prise, carried out within ea
reach of enemy forces at Ti
perary,



