ALL OTHER events in
Ireland in 1916 paled
into insignificance be-
side the Easter Wek
Rising in Dublin. The
hcadlmcs in the “Lead-
er” of 26th April read
“Dublin Sensation.
Position of Affairs To-
day Gunboat in Liffey.
H P-; occupy Liberty
all

A number of Limerick
men were prominent in the
Rising. Ned Daly of
Limerick city, and” Con
Colbert of Athea, were
among the leaders ex-
ecuted after the Rising.
Eamon de Valera of
Bruree, the last comman-
dant to surrender, would
undoubtedly have met a
similar fate but for the fact
of his American birth;
instead, he was sentenced
1o penal servitude for life.
Dr. Richard Hayes, also of
Bruree, Eamon Dore of
Glin, and Garrett Mac
Auliffe of Newcastle West,
were other prominent
Limerick figures in the
‘Rising.
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Gold rush hits Bulgaden

with the
Klon
quick C as f ble betoken-
in; v of their mission . .

Ty *Are you not going to
as ped on at as

sndent continued;
und nights men
: soil where the
ipposed to lie, but
hiefly by u,_,n’ aided by the
moon’s_pale beams, or, when
ocasion required, b amﬁua]
light; ind the night is consi-
dered the most propitious time for
such an enterprise.

“But what,” asked the Kilmal-
lock correspondent, “was the
origin of the project?” “It was no
more or less,” he tells us, “than
that two or three men had dreamt

Id lay concealed near
en Hali the residence of

B
the first Lord Carbery.”

THE NEWS OF
THE CENTURY

Comdt. Michael
gade, IRA, killed -

Stephan 0 Mara on*

ne& call that the Treaty had been slgner

it would appear that in t!
wild | quest for gold the “prosy
tors” may have damaged
destroyed an archaeological s
For the place of the di Wi
according to the Kilm B%Ioci
respondent, a circular mou
about twelve feet in diameter =
about two feet high. A sto
alignment, consisting of th
standing stones, about three f:
high and a like distance apsn
projected outwards from
mound in a westerly directic

?o‘d diggers had not dug t
dccp?l when they came to a ve
large flag stone about 9 feet long,
feet wide and 2 feet thick. Oth:
large stones lay beside it. Sim
there was no way of lifting t!
central stone the diggers reln
tantly abandoned their quest.
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Comdt. Michael Scanlan, East Limerick Bri-
gade, IRA, killed by L;.‘rowu Forces in Limerick,

residence of Mr.'Staphen 0'Mara, on the
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s of abstincnce: all
, Ash Wednesday and
ednesday of Holy

All |faithful between the

Bl 2ges of 21 and 60 bound to fast
exce

(z) th

enﬁaged in' labo-

. wor
Eb)) bse sick or delicate
| {(c) thq very poor whose meals

arg scanty and uncertain,

mivTh nFcolln(ion: 8 ozs. of
solid fpod, butter permitted.
At evening o few ozs, of solid
food may be taken, but butter
is not permitted without dis-
pensation: No ation as to
the qupntity or kind of liguid
used at lighter' meais. At
evening refection, however,
milk may not be used separ-

algll{.

e imminent arrival of the
Benedictines in Glenstal was
annoufced in the *Leader” of
Saturdny, 12th March, 1927,
which s2id: “Glenstal Castle,
Murrot, until recently the seat
of Sirl Charles Barrington,
Bart., is to become a convent,
The beautiful residence and
adjoini dg lands have been
acquired by the Benedictine
Order.| It is exn:cxed that a
community of the Order will
tuke possession tomorrow.”

" The formal’ opening and

solemn
monastery took place the
following January._

A General Election in June,

dedication of the

1927, brought the followin,
results|for Limerick (city an
county|still formec one consti-
tuencr: Fianna Féil: Tadhg
Crowley, James Colbert;
Cumarn na nGaedheal {later
known|as Fine Gael): George
C. Bennett, Richard O Con-
nell; Labour; Michael J.
Keyes, Patrick Clancy; Inde-
pendent: Gilbert Hewson.

A serond General Election,
held inf September, 1927, saw
the following elected for

Limerick: Fianna Fiil: James
otk B o T T g

last named are ex-
empt from abstinence’

OUNG PEOPLE of to-

_day can hardly imagine
a time rh Ireland when not
alone was television unheard
of but when even a radio (or
wireless, as it was called then)
was a cause of wonderment,
The writer of the “Kilmeedy
Notes™ in the “Leader” of 24th
August, 1929, 1kought the
arrival of a wireless in the
parish a development well
worthy of mention.

. "l am informed,” he wrote
in the Notes. “that Mr,
Thomas Ruddle, Manager of
Belville Deel Bridge Co-
operative Store. has installed
a wireless apparatus at a large
sum. This popular and pain-
staking manager was chiefly
instrumental in advancing the
above store to the high poa:
tion it now holds.”

The writer of the “Rath-
keale Notes” in the Limerick
Leader™ of the 3]st January,
1931. told of the death on
Sunday. 25th January, of Mrs.
Kate Condon, of Kilcolman
East. Aged 91, having been
born in 1840, she had a clear
memory of the Great Famine.
“We,” wrole the Rathkeale
correspondent, “remember
her telling how on Chnistmas
Eve, 1847, when she went ona
message o a neighbour’s
house, she saw the woman of
the house strain a pot of
turnips and turn them out on
the table. This was the only
food the family had in the
house . . .

“Deceased was a good Irish

aker, and it was evident
rom her conversation that her
mind had been steeped in the
Gaelic tradition in her carl
years. It was there in her big
Irish heart that gave you a real
Céad mile fiilte cvc“mc
you came the way. Arnd it
showed itsell in her good
old-fashioned mind wl'ucﬁ en-
tertained nothing but the
kindliest thoughts about ev-
L she came in contact
with, was, in fact, a
splendid of the old-time
aelic Catholic whose reli-
jon was not like a cloak or
etachable garment to be cast
aside as the occasion might
seem o require.”

The theme of longevity
cropped again in the “Leader
of the 7th February, 1931, in
the Athea No:es.n;v{cu it was
stated that “A decade ago, a
venerable woman, the widow
of a farmer, attained the grand
old age of 109; and later we
had Dan O Carvoll, the last of
the native Irish speakersin the
district, giving up the ghost
after almost completing the
century.”

A new era in Inish politics
began with the victory of
Fianna F4il in the General
Election of February, 1932,
Eamon de Valera, reared in
the Bruree countryside in Co.
Limerick, had returned to

wer, and would remain the
oremost figure in the Irish
political scene for the next 40
years. The following were
elected T.D.s for Limerick in
that 1932 election: Fianna
Féil: Dan Bourke, James
Colbert, Tadhg Crowley
Cumann na_nGaedheal
James Reidy, George C. Ben-
nett; Farmers: J. 1. O Shaugh-

nessy.

But for those who can
remember that far back, 1932
remains in their memory as
the year of the 31st Eucharistic
Congress in Dublin. The Cen-

opened on Sunday, 19th
iune. and lasted until Sinday,
26th. Thousands of pilgrims
ured into Dutlin, not only
gobm all parts of Ireland, but
from all parts of the world as
well. One million ngtéplc
attended Mass in the i
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Inter-war
years: an

era of
progress

IN THE new mood of progress after the Great
War, many innovations graced the newspaper
Indvstry.

For the Limerick Leader, it was asimple case of
updating of the service provided, this time by an
occasional column, “News by Wire", sub-headed,
“The latest telegrams™.

The first of these ap|
June 30, 1919, which
world.

There i5 no indication as to how these telegrams
reached tie Limerick Leader from the far ends of
the earth. But despite its provincial status, with
comparitives, small staff, means and turnover, itis
likely that the Leader utilised the services of one 0!
the internaticnal news agencies.

Those on the first publication of June 30, 1919,
had the following diversity: disastrous eart:quake
In Rome, London cahinet meeting, fa':l peace
seiute of Scottish gups, State lottery ought in

on Monday evening,
It with events all over the

Sonth Africa, publication of ¥r- . 2-British-
American treaty, allles and Relp (isagree,
Bolshevists execute counter-r- ury leaders
in Hungary, railway bridge at Kk er burned,
peace celebrations in Londen keey . cmen busy,

Austrian emperor ill, etc,
All the reports were short, as befits telegrams.

om0O

The service was clearly expensive, and no such
column was to a again for a number of
onday, September 1, 1919,
when “The World Outside” on Page 3, still the
main news page, listed the “latest items from
abroad — this day’s telegrams”.

These included the Russian War (post-
revolution), President Wihon;s mrE‘m:h to close
the between capitalists and workers through a
mng:nu, and the like.

But for all its world-wide contacts, the Leader
ciearly intended tc remain “provinclal”. There
in l.ln'l‘roul;tln, already enough happening in

to keep it busy.
it was also prima facie evidence that, despite
the necessity to provide local news, the paper
clearly went to some expense tc provide readers

Effectively, this replaced the service offered by
the British dailies which, quite apart from the
political outlook of some, may have covered events
in such depth as not to draw too much local

ipler times that were in it — there was

| use of wireless, as it was called — it

prople to know broadly what was
st was word of mouth.

Dreyfus
Affair
makes
history

THE FIRST “Siop Press” international news event
for the Limerick Leader occurred on the evening of
Monday, Augus? 14, 1899 — the ﬂr:t’ time also that
2 special news telegram was received by the paper
from the Coniinent.

It concerned the “Dreyfus Alfair,” regarded
today as the most infamous miscarriage of justice
in the history of the Republic of France, and one of

the world’s most notorious trials.
A Canideats Deauther of tha Feanink Assse hast
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t at Dromcollogher,
Limerick, involving the
of no fewer than 44
, adults and childrsn,
rious injuries to several
v+« Dromeollogher was
a town of death and
“Leader” reporter con-
| “When 1 entered the
went directly to Church

mﬂc do(' the
] 5 an saw
lational soldiers guard-
huge pile of charred
}.in a comner of where
ood a timber structure .
fich, for the ten
served as' the local

‘Limerick Leader of

1y, 11th September,
w:“On

‘y heart-
jscenes were witnessed
rounds of the church of

Hogan,
fy wounded
Sunday, 1920.

dcepFH

according to the Kilmallock cor-
respondent, a circular mound
about twelve feet in diameter and
about two feet high. A stone
alignment, consisting of three
standing stones, about threc feet
high and a like distance apart,
projected outwards from
mound in a westerly direction.

The gold diggers had not dug too
when they came to a very
agstone about 9 feetlong, 4
feet wide and 2 feet thick. Other
large stones lay beside it, Since
there was no way of lifting the
central stone the di
tantly abandoned their quest,

the

rs reluc-

St. Bartholomew when lorty-
six colfins were lowered into
one grave. His Lordship, Most
Rev. Dr. Keane, Bi of
Limerick, gnve permission to
the relatives for burial in the
church grounds.,

The linal death toll in the

Dromcollogher disaster was

Fast and abstinence is not
now as much a part of ordinary
Catholic life as was the case in
1927, when the Limerick
Leader of Saturday, Sth
March, published the Limer-
ick Diocesan Regulations for

f}ll‘nt ear. The Regulations

that:

“The Law of Fasting allows
one meal each day but the use
of some food moming and
evening is sanctioned (by
custom, a morning collation
and a light refection ia the

IRA, Tankardstown, kilmallock,
in Croke Park on Bloody

which aid: “Glenstal ¢ astle,
Misrrog, until recently the seat
of Sir| Charles Barrington,
Bart., i§ to become a convent,
ihe bdautiful residence and
adjoinipz lands have been
acquiretl hy the Bencdictine
Order. |It is expected that a
commupity of the Order will
take pgssession tomorrow.”
The fgrmal opening and
solemn| dedication of the
monastery took place the
followirlg January,

A Geperal Electionin June,
1927, Hrought the [ollowin,
results for Limerick (city an
county $till formed one consti-
tuency)} Fianna Fdil: Tadhg
Crowley, James Colbert;
Cumang na nGaedheal (later
known #s Fine Ghel): George
C. Bennett, Richard O Con-
nell; Labour; Michael J.
Keyes, Patrick Clancy; Inde-
pendént: Gilbert Hewson.

A secpnd General Election,
held in Beptember, 1927, saw
the following elected fon
Limerick: Fianna Féil: James
Colberty Dan Bourke. Tadgh
Crowley; Cumann na
nGaedhpal: George C. Ben-
nett, John T, Nolan, Richard
O Connell; Labour: Patrick

Clancy.

The Limerick Leader  of
Saturdny, 18th June, 1927,
told of o *Remarkabic Find in
West crick,” in that part
of the townland of Coole West
known as Knocknaboul (Croc
na bP Il?. lying _between
Abbeyfgale and Athea. The
find consisted of a graduated
amber fecklace of over 100
beads, | four gold-plated

nannylar rings and some

ronze |pins. The objects,
found drring turf-cutting op-
erations/by a man named John
Connord, lay 10 feet under the
surface. | Thought to date 800
B.C. and 500 B.C.. they were
t‘ifposilcd in the National

The “Leader” report stated
that some years carlier, about

400 yards distant from where
the necklace of amber beads
had been found, a solid oak

?a]ing. which appeared to
orm thd side of an enclosure,
had bedn uncovered during
turf-cutting operations.

$till jon the theme of
" the Limerick Leader
of 23rd Rebruary, 1929, told of
the discqvery of & coins found
in the inferior of a sod of turfl
being broken for the fire by
Mrs. |[P. Enright of
Abbeyfeale. The coins con-
sisted of| a silver groat of the
reign of |David 11 of Scotland
(1324-1371), a silver half groat
of Edward I11 (1312-1377) out
nfMin( and 3 pcll;.nglcs
Ifpennies, probal
o cll’PE‘.lwar%‘ir
sod of turfl in which

come from Knocknasna
mountain, adjoining Knock-
naboul, ’

ilmallnck Notes™ in
the “Ledder” of 30th March,
1929, hald the following to say
about the Kilmallock hirin,
fair held on Sunday, 24t

March:
“The | above on Sunda
week af the Station Yard,

Kilmallogk, bore some re-
semblange to the gatherings
that u: assemble there u
score ago. Boys were
largely in the majority, and 1
saw pirl§ getting as much as

or | nine months from
farmers (who spoke with &
strong Tipperary accent, and
boys whp were known to be
first rate servants commanded
from £39 to £40."

1 c 'V

e Fadil in the Geners
Election of February, 1932
FEamon de Valera, reared in
the Bruree countryside in Co.
Limerick. had returned to
power, and would remain the
foremost figure in the Irish
political scene for the next 40
yeurs, The following were
clected T.D.s lor Limerick in
that 1932 election: Fianna
Fdil: Dan Bourke, James
Colbert, Tadhg Crowley;
Cumann na_nGaedheal:
James Reidy, George C. Ben-
nett; Farmers: J. J. O Shaugh-
nessy,

But for those who can
remember that far back, 1932
remains in their memory as
the year of the 31st Eucharistic
Congress in Dublin, The Con-
§rcss opened on Sunday, 19th

une, and lasted until Sunday,
26th. Thourands of pilgrims

ured into Dublin, not only
rom all parts of Ircland, but
from all paris of the world as
well., One million ~eople
attended Mass in the Phoenix
Park on the final Sunday.
During the Mass the Pope’s
voice was heard loud and clear
over the amplifiers, broad-
casting a specinl message o
the Congress from the Vau
can. And there was the voice
of the great John Mac Cor-
mack, who sang during the
Mass, It was a tremendous
occasion.

VERY Catholic home
from end to end of Ire-
land was adorned while the
Congress lasted. Limerick,
city and county, was en féte.
Typical of the reports in the
various local “Notes™ in the
Limerick Leader of Saturday,
18th June, were the following:
ADARE: Adare is ndvanc-
ing as regards the decoration
of the village for the celebra-
tion of the great Eucharistiz
Congress. Flags are fying
from the tower of our ancient
and historic church, the con-
vent, monastery and a pumber
of houses..

RATHKEALE: Much
whitewashing and decorating
is being done and there is a
keen demand for Papal flags.

DROMCOLLOGHER:
Householders in most parts
have already began to make
preparations for decorating
their houses to celebrate next
week’s Congress. In the town
lines of Papal colours span the
streets and the sight 1s both
effective and impressive,

KILFINANE: . . . the town
also will be decorated, and
already Congress and Papal
flags are very much in evi-
dence.

KILMALLOCK: Day by
day as the great event draws
near there are indications of
the qluickening interest of the
people all around. The motor
car that does not carry its
Papal flag is the exception;
badges are worn by ail; and
altogether it can be easily scen
that the coming week and 15
historic events overshadow all
other things.

And the reports continued
in the following week's “Lead-
er" {Saturday, 25th Junc).

BALLYLANDERS: De-
coration schemes for the Con-
gress have ben carried outona
very extensive scale. On both
sides of the street, in front of
each house—cven the
poorest—are  big growing
palms, beautifully decorated
and illuminated at night by
varied and autractive coloured

£ on. The rest

Dreytus
Affair
makes
history

THEFIRST “Stop Press” international news event
for the Limerick Leader occurred on the cvening of
Monday, August 14, 1899 — the first time aiso that
a special news telegram was received by the puper
from the Continent.

It concerned the “Dreyfus Affair,” regarded
today as the most infamous miscarriage of justice
in the history of the Republic of France, and one of
the world's most notorious trials.

A Captain Dreyfus, of the French Army, had
been courl-martialled on accusations based solely
on prejudice and deceit. He was later to be stripped
of his honour and sentenced to a penal colony. He
was, years later, discovered innocent and fully
restored

But the affair remained a clussic, for injustice,
and came to be regarded as such a notorious
instance of anti-Semitism that it became a factor in
20th century agitation for a Jewish homeland.

The story on the Limerick Leader, which
appeared at 6 p.m. on the evening of Monday,
August 14, 1899, was headed, “The Dreyfus
Trial,” sub-headed, “Attempted assassination of
the Leading Counsel” and noted the report was by
“special telegram.”

0O ® O

It read: “A great sensation was cused at
Rennes, this morning, by the attemptes! .urder of

Msitre Lazbori (Captain Dreyfus’ I | coun-
sel). The eminent advocate, n: ed by two
secrefaries, was proceeding the Quai

Charesu Briand.

“A badly-dressed man jumped froin behind a
wall which joins the two branches of the Canal De
La Villin, and fired a revolver shot at his back.
Maitre Labori for a few moments, and
tien fell on his right side, unconscious. His assassin
succeeded in escaping along the canal, but a large
force of are on his track.

“The news of the crime reached the court in
the form of a request by Maitre Demange to the
President for an t of the courtmartial,
as his colleague been shot on his way to court.
“The court retired to consider the application,
and Dreyfus, who was greatly affected, was
conveyed (o an anteroom. In the meantime,
Jjournalists, advocates, and others
hastened to the scene of the outrage, which was a
thousand yards from the court.

hage set in, The
dangerous. The doctors are endeavour-
ing to stop the flow of blood.”

lights. Buntings and banners
hang across the strect and the
Papal eolours, mingled happi-
Iy ‘with the Mitional f

g, are

flown fr the | > 10ps,
while or 1
round 1}
e
I
diftere

HERBL OWN: A
generdl d Puapal flags,
mingled with the Congress

crests, have shown the general

in!crcsl t‘-‘L‘I’yWht‘rL‘ man-
ifested in the Eucharistic
Congress.

GLIN: Glin is en féte for the
greatest religiouseventc .crto
take place in our country.
Many streamers containing

religious mottoes spaa the
streets, while the Papal col-
ours and other flags are
displayed from every house.

The Limerick Leader of
Saturday, 1st October, 1932,
carried a picture of Sean
Aherne, of Bosnetstown, Kil-
finane, described as “hale and
hearty at 102." The name
Ahermne must have been a kind
of guarantee of longevity, for
in its issue of the 22nd
October, 1932, it carried a
picture of Mrs. Mary Aherne,
of Cratloe, Abbeyfeale, aged
103, who, according to the
“Leader” report, “can still
read the paper without glas-
ses, and is hale and hearty.”



matic new gipter in

history.
The first macting of Diil
Eiriang, the st democrati-

cally-cfectcd All-Irelan Par-
wliament, took the 215t -
pdanuary, 1919.0np.the same
. day occurred the -Solohdpdbeg.
" Arabush, generilly. taken as
sthe first action ﬁNhe w,pr of.
ndspendence 13th
May, Sean Hogan, valm had
taken part i the Soloh :ndbeg
incident, and who had| been

captured later, was frecd in a;rlock an’ officer of the|Eas¢

daring ‘rescue at Knocklong
railwry station as he was being
conveved ' under: @ atrong
armed escort to Cork.

HE YEAR 1920 saw

¢ the. War of Independ-
emx reach a:new intensity.
The Limerick Leader head-
ings listed below (dates ol the
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“Funeral of John A,
of Kilmallock" (L.L. |29/%
-1920).Note: John A, Lynch, a

-member of . Lime Co,
.Council, was shot dead| in a’
hotel room in Dublis by

Britisit Crown, Forces.
“Prisoner’s Fatal
(L.L. 29710/1920). Note] This
referred ‘to case of Mithael
RE in nal-

Limerick Bri IRA,|shot
dead after he had made 4 boft

for frcedom from ml'unf
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]920 a dance att
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1921, the growing disuni
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tion. It said: “Treasure
East Limerick. A Dream
of Gold. Supposed *Klondyke' in
Bulgaden.” Elaborating on this
exciting intimation of hidden
treasure, the Kilmallock corres
mdent of the “Leader,” having
wisely about the fure of
gcld in_general, returned to the
sto of the moment, to wit, the
l msh then takmg place in
ul !
or da.ys said he, “the roads
leading to Bulgaden were utilised
cly ists, pedestrians and vehi-
allbemononcobjccuvc and
lfjou should stand by the way and
be not impressed or enthusiastic

The correspondent continued;
“And for days and nights men
delved into the soil where the
treasure was supposed to lie, but

chiefly by night, aided by the
moon’s pale beams, or, when
ocasion required, by artificial
light; indeed the nmfﬂ is consi-
dered the most propitious time for
such an enterprise.

“But what,” asked the Kilmal-
lock correspondent, “was the
origin of the project?” “It was no
more or less,” he tells us, “fhan
that two or three men had dreamt
that gold lay concealed near
Buigaden Hall, the residence of

wal site.
i = piace a Wis
acel oudmg to the Kilmallock cor-
respondent, a circular mound
about twelve feet in diameter and
about two feet high. A stone
alignment, consisting of three
standing stones, about three feet
high and a like distance apart,
projected outwards from the
mound in a westerly direction.

The gold diggers had not dug too
deeply when they came to a \'Lr\
la.gc flag stone about 9 feet long,

feet wide and 2 feet thick, Ot ru
large stones lay beside it. Since
there was no way of lifting the
centrai stone the diggers reluc-
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the Treaty, the ratification of
the Tmly by the Ddil, by 64
votes to 57 against, on 6th
January, 1922—this was the
sequence of events that led to
the outbreak of Civil War on
28th June, 1922,

Repubilean or Anti-Treaty
forces and Free State or
Pro-Treaty forces were in
occupation of Limerick city

- when the Civil War broke out,

md though both parties were
very ‘réluctant to engage in
hostilities, fighting broke out
between them on the 7th July
;nd from then un;ﬂh:hc 21st
a large part of the centre
uiyum citymwu a virtual
battlefield, with all business at
standstill.

the city, the
epublicans successfully with-
‘drew on the 21st July and dug
themselves in what was to
become knewn as “the Kil-
an area
bounded by Bruree, Bruff and
Kilmallock. The battle for
"the Kilmallock triangle”
asted from 23rd Juiy 10 the
Sth August. An estimated onc

Baliyagran, as new Bishop of
Limerick.

ERE WAS a bye«cl

ection in Limerick on
the 28th May, 1924—city and
county then formed one con-
stituency. The cendidates
were Tadhg Crowley, Bally-
landers, Anti-Treaty, member
of a family who had piayed a
very prominen! part in the
War of Independence, =nd
Richard O Connell, Grange,
of the Cumann na nGeedheal
or Pro-Treaty Party, and also
a man who had fought in the
War of Independence, O
Connell won the seat, getting
28,243 votes as against Crow-
lc) s 23,736.

The death of the Honour-
able 'Mary Spring  Rice in
December, 1924, was
mourned far and wide in
Ireland. Daughter of Lord
Monteagle, s!ro‘f,l national-
lst in outlook an f‘i‘ucm Irish

aker, she had  helped
mkinc 'Childers bring in the
ns at Howth for the Irish
oluhlecrs in 1914, She had

thousand Republ troops
took . and a somewhat
larger number of Free State
troops who were equipped
‘with artillery and armoured
cars, This was the largest
battle of the Civil War, a last
stand by the Repubhcnm
' who, once again, had to
retreat, this time into Cork
and Kerry: e tragic and
* disastrous Civil War ended on
themApril 1923,

A General Election took
Place in August, 1923, and the
oliuwmg were the resulls for

Limerick: Pro-'l‘rury Party:

~Richard James Led-
~din, John: anan: Anti-
Trea Plrty' Sean: Carroll,

ty
- James Colbert; Labour: Pat-
rick Clancy: Farmers: Patricl
K. Hogan.

1924 dawned on an Ireland
on which an uncasy peace had
settled after four years of
warfare. The War of Inde-

‘taken their ysically and
viritually. Iu e
War had -eﬂ a le,
~bitterncss that woull takc
many years to eradicate. In
the meantime, however, life
went on as best it could.
Sunday, 2nd March, 1924,
saw the consecration of Dr.
David Keane, a native of

et

s o ek

pposed the Treaty of 1921 A

crowd of
foirlyowe!?her funeral to ounl

Trenchard on the 5th De-
cember.

The Americanisation of Ir-
ish life was causing worry to
the Kilmaliock correspondent
of the “Leader,” who, in his
“Kilmallock Notes" on the 7th
March, 1925, declared: “The
fact of the matter is that
exponents of the Terpsicho-
rean art are gone jazz mad.
Except in very few cases the

rish dances are a missing
fcatun: of the latter-day prog-
rammes. Foreign
all the rage: the Fox Trot and
the Goose Step hold sway.”

Early in September. 1926,
the whole country was shock-
ed by the Dro Inghe
Cinema Disaster. ”
ick Leader of Mol
ing, 6th September (U
after the disaster
large headlines
whole width of the
“Between 50 and 60 Presum
Dead. Limerick Fire. Appail-
ing West Limerick Calamity

Shocking Occurrence at
Dromeollogher. Disastrous
Elaze at Picture Perform-
ance "

The rt under the head-
ing read: “A tragedy of

appalling characier took place

the first Lord Carbery.”

THE NEWS OF
THE CENTURY

dances are |

last night at Dromcollogher,

West Limerick, involving the
deaths of no fewer than 44
people, adults and children,
and serious :ngunes 1o several
others. ., Dromcollogher was
today a town of death and
tears.”

The “Leader” reporter con-
tinued: “When 1 entered the
town I went directly to Church
Street, the scene of the
terrible tragedy, and I saw
there National soldiers guard-
ing a huge pile of charred
corpses in & comner of where
once stood a timber structure .

. which, for the  ten
years, served &s | local

ha

w Limerick Leader of
Saturday, 11th September,
told how: “On TL.e ay heart-
rending scenes were witnessed
in the grounds of the church of

Tom Hogan,

tantly abandoned their quest.
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St. Bartholomew when forty-
six coffins were lowered into
one grave. His Lordship. Most
Rev. Dr. Kcane, Bishop of
Limerick, gave pcn'mssmn to
the relatives for burial in the
church grounds.”

The final death toll in the
Dromeollogher disaster was

48,

Fast and abstinence is not
now as much a part of ordinary
Cathotic life as wos the case in
1927, when the Limerick
Leader of Saturday, Sth
March, published the Limer-
ick Diocesan Regulations for
thet year. The Regulations
laid down that:

“The Law of Fasting allows
one meal each day but the use
of some food morning and
evening is sanctioned (by
custom, a morning collation
snd a light refection in the

IRA, Tankardstown, kilmallock,
fatally wounded in Croke Park on Bloody
Sunday, 1920.



