O Yoo

Mir. Frank O'Mahony, director,
O'Mahony & Co., who have the
largest rétail outlet for school
books in the country, reported

ueues outside their ‘E in
mas Street early this week.

“It's mostly primary school
arents at the moment,” he said.

ists of books have been out since
July but it’s usually the Iast minute
when the books are bought,

"Our main problem ot the
montent I8 that we can't get our
hands on enough second-hand
hooks, We will continue to bu
these until the end of next wee
but we sill have to mg for about
three weeks as we will be too busy
just selling books.

““The amount of books that a
child is now required to buy
doesn't scem to have increased but
because of the increased com-

tiitiveness, there are more

ks available.”

Prices for schiool uniforms range
from £25 for a four-year-old up to
|£100 for a first-year student.

wear, e Street, reported a
steady business in uniforms for the
F\ﬂ weeks, Prices here start
'rom £18 for a four-year-old up to
£50 for u first-year student,

Travel costs are another major
expense for parents, Cost per Lorm
for a junior nychfnpltiu £19;forn
senior pupil, £32; and the mix-
imum per family per term is £65.

Over 6,000 E\Ipllﬁ are trans-
ported by C.1L.E. who are con-
tracted by the Department to
provide the sarvice.

“Parents arg now s ed to
have their fees paid. This will give
us an indication if we require extra
transport but psually we wait until
the term starts,” said Mr. Bill
Daly, chief clérk, school transpo
section, C.L.E.

Mr. John Walsh, Walsh’s Mens- '
therin

TWE NAVEe CIOSCU Uie vUdruing
school since June, not
there wasn't a demand but we
really need the accommodation for
the day school.”

A major cause of concern for Sr.
Catherine and perhaps for all
rrindpals of I schools is the

ack of availability of books
nr‘i‘n:nd inI ; . il

5 Decomin ncreus
difficult to get toxt %mukx llmmgﬁ
Irish and teachers have often to
franglate from the English ver-
sion," she commented,

“The namber of primary schools
teaching through Irish seems to be
on the increase but theye arc only
about 20 secondary schools,” said
Sr. Catherine.

Ample room

Throughout County Limerick
the demand for places at second
level does not seem to be posing a
problem.

Irish.

e o

nday what the mimnimum
points for courses will be so stick
with Y‘nu: original choice,” said
Mr, Sharkey.

Mr. Michael McNamara, McNa-
mara’s High School Secretarial
, said that this year he had
noticed that there was now a much
higher calibre person doing sec-
veturinl gourses.

“It's becoming move difficult to
gain access to third level coll

Collette Coughlan this week.

-

every yeur and the employment
prospeets in this area are impro-
ving,” he said.

“Al the moment there is a huge
shortage of top secretarics in
London and we are in constant
contact with staff agencies but we
do prefer if they have at least onc
y:ja:lnj experience before going,” he
8 .

Editorial: page 17.

New

By PADDY MORONEY

WHEN ONE hears the
name General Liam
Lynch, one is immediately
reminded of Florence
O'Donoghue’s _scholarly
text of the 1950’s: “No
Other Law”, which chroni-
cled the Troubles leading
up to Lynch’s death in the

ivil War, when he was
Chief of Staff of the [.R.A.

That hardcover work of
reference, now a collector’s
item, is now long out oi&rént;
sadly, because it is regarded as
the " nearest thing to the
definitive version of the War
of Independence in Munster,
particularly in the Limerick-
Cork borderland.

Reai

Now, Mercier Press have
lished a_paperback, “The
Chief— the Story of Liam Lynch”,
by Meda Ryan, who has already
. e Tom Barry Story” to her
credit.

Introduction

Altho it does not have the
personal friend” touch of O'Do-
noghue's leading work, the new
book nevertheless is perhaps a
better introduction to the fallen
chief for today's generation, being
lighter to read.

It is not, however, as well
indexed, and one has to read
through the text to find the many
references to Limerick — surely a
serious omission at the publish %
end, bearing in mind that one of
the appendices, the first, is de-
voted to the Limerick agreement
between Lynch and General Han-
nigan whereby both sides in the
Civil War 1o oce their
normal number of posts in the city,
among other things — a second
“Treaty of ck” during a

eleven full of chapter
footnotes give test y to the 42
of research which Meda
Eymundmook to give us thisnew
insight into Liam Lynch, quite
apart from the long list of acknow-
ledgements.
ere is no doubt that this new
volume complements “No Other
Law" and sheds new light on the
Iast years of the greal Republican
leader: it will find its on the
bookshelf right beside the other.

Lynch was only 28 when the
Civil War broke out; he was a
pative of Barnagurraha, under the
west siopes of the Galtces, born
November 9, 1893,

How shaky things werc in
Limerick, even before the Civil
War began at all, can be seenin the
following extract from
Ryan's text concerning the take-

Tt
Limer

light

'
General Liam Lynch
overof Limerick from the evacuat-
inql British forces:

Liam (Lynch) wantcd the army
of the Republic (i.e., the LR.A.,
as opposed to the National Army)
to function .. . in the posts being
evacuated by the British . . .

Proclamation

“On 18th February, Liam
Forde, mid-Limerick Brigade
(I.LR.A.), issued a proclamation
repudiating the authority of GHQ.
Because he took over the evacuat-
ing barracks, GHQ ordered

ael Brennan, of the First
Western Division who favoured
the Treaty, to move detachments
from Clare into the city to take
over the posts being evacuated.

“It was an unusual move and the
first time that one Brigade was
ordered into another arca. A
dangerous situation was about to
de . Captain Hurley, who was
Bri anrlehMaslcr of mid-
Limerick, decided to organise a
separate force and take back from
the First Western Division the area
they had taken.

“He brought in anti-Treaty men
from Tipperary, Cork and
elsehwere, and on 5 March, a
parade was held. Hurley was
placed under arrest, Between 6
and 10 March, a number of
anli-Treaty units moved into
Limerick, occupied hotels and a
wi.a; of the Mental hospital.

“Pro-Treaty groups were also, at
the time, ing some of the
evacuated British posts in the city
whilst British forces werc quar-
tered in others. The situation was
explosive. The threat of Civil War
hung over Limerick

people. im:luding the
Mayor 5.u. Limerick. tried to
reconcile the conflicting elements

and, because they were unsuccess-
Lynch and Oscar
Traynor were called to a mecting
with Muleahy, Michael Collinsan

's Bush, which
IEE:n‘ Lynch being

n
asked to intervene.

“With Oscar Traynor, O/C
Dublin Brigade, Liam wemt to
Limerick and worked out a solu-

on Liam
Lynch and Limerick

tion to the problem.”

Pursued

Little did Lynch realise then that
he had little more than a year to
live. was wounded on
the Knockmealdown Mountains,
;nlhﬂwmr;z?umekMken,on
April 10, 1923, as they were bein

awn T
ational Army.
an used Liam Lynch’s
personal letters, private docu-
ments and historical records to
et the sigaing of the Tre

T ng of the Treaty,
Republicans had taken over most
of the posts evacuated by the
British, and were practically in
complete control of Munster,
of a line from Limerick to
Waterford.
Following the outbreak of the

Civil War in Dublin Lynch was
extremely disturbed by a late night
report stating that e

had been commandecered for the
Free State forces }% Donnacha
O’'Hannigan of tchelstown.
These two. neighbours and close
friends who had fﬂuﬂht together
during the War of In :‘pen nee,
were now on o ng si

he could find common ground to
settle the situation with men like
Brennan, O'Hannigan and
Michzel Collins, However, the
conflict detiorated.

2

Michael Brennan of the Ww".:nm
Division said that “the holding of
Limerick was the holding of the
whole south and west.”

Talking

Brennan, while waiting for rifles
from Dublin said: “My whole
fright was that Lynch would attack
me before the guns turned up, I
had to keep him talking . . . we met
and we met, altogether about a
?hmn times. We’_ :I]:Iixlﬂ m:ie( in

¢ presbytery of ugustinian
church where we argued and

artued. 5

ynch believed the take-over of
Limerick would be a mere formal-
ity, but this was not the case. He
took nvqr;lp]\lle\':thnalrrm:‘ks where

he q

and then occupied the Strand
Barracks, Castle Barracks and
Ordnance Barracks. Shortly after
his arrival in Limerick, Dan Breen
and Stephen O'Mara intervened to
avoid a conflict; at an arranged

Lynch was aware o O’Hannigan's

g to
Meda Ryan. o

Because Lynch did not want to
use his authority in favour of a

rsonal fricnd, he agreed with

jam Deasy to make some
arrangements with the anti-Treaty
commander, and so both sides
kept the Civil War in check in the
Limerick arca for a further few

days.

ﬁowcvcr. because of further
trouble, on 30th June, 1922, Lynch
left Mallow for Limerick and with
him from the Cork Brigade led by
Dan Sando O’Donovan — the first
contingent to enter the city.

Limerick

Connie Neenan said, “when our
Brigade in Cork heard of the
attack on the Four Courts we went
straight away to reinforce Limer-
ick. We got caught between two
Free Statc posts. That was the start
of it for us.” At Rathkeale they
met Liam Lynch, then moved onto
caplure Adare, took Free State
posts at Croom, Patrickswell, then
to Limerick and further fighting,
when Paddy Norton was killed.

They entcred the city from the
western end and occupied New
Barracks as well as other strategic

itions.

At the other end of the city they
were opposed by the East Clare
Brné?:: under the command of
Michael Brennan with men from
Limerick city and county who had
taken the pro-Treaty side. Bren-
nan and Lynch had worked closely
during the War of Independence.
often collaborating as in the
kidnapping of Lucas, and they
were now on opposing sides,

Lynch told Deasy that he wished

ng, Di O'Hannigan
and Liam Lynch si a truce by
which both hoped a permanent
seitlement would [ol Ms.
Ryan says that this and subsequent
agreements which were signed in
an effort 10 contain the Civil War,
show clearly the importance of
Limerick as a strategic area.

Little doubt

Meda Ryan states: “There
seems 1o be fittle doubt that Lynch
was hoping for victory withoul
bloodshed . . . Unfortunately, this
effort to prevent even a portion of
the country from the scourge of
Civil War failed.”

In December 1922 Liam Lynch
wrote to his mother: “Future
generations can best judge our
actions, and these will be proud we
50 acted at a vital period.” Earlier
hnl: dv(t’mlc mi his lﬂothe}:. Fr. Tg]m:
i ¢ 1 shall live t rouﬁh is,
that it‘t,uprc nerations will have
written for them the full details of
all the traitorous acts,” But such
was not to be: he was killed at the
age of 29.

The effort to prevent even
Limerick from being affected by
the Civil War did not succeed. At
5.30in the uvcninF of July 7., 1922,
the Provisional Government
forces (i.e., the National Army) at
William Street opencd fire on the
Ordnance Barracks in the city;
today, it is a well-known timber

ard in Mulgrave Street. The
kcpnhl‘mans held for a short time,
but the lack of artillery and
machinc-guns eventually meant
surrender. Liam moved headquar-
ters from Limerick to Clonmel on
July 11, and on July 13 was joined
by Eamon de Valera who was
ass}gncd b{)!.iam to a post on the
staff of the Director of Operations.

By LEADER REPORTER

A DRAFT POLICY on the
devel nt of arts in County
m.ck will be d

ing a meeting on Thurs-
day, September 4, or nised
by Limerick County Council
to which all those interested in
the development of the arts
are invited.

Mr. James Fean , County
Council information officer, old
the Limerick Leader that the
council’s commitment to the de-
velopment of the arts was evident
from their participation in the
Mid-West regional arts committee
and their appointment last year of
Mr, Bill F as arts R

He add t their commit-
ment was further evidenced by the
number of ations secking
assistance under the Act from an
,weﬁe of seven per annum to 23
in 1985.

HAVE YOUR
SAY ON
DEVELOPINC
THE ARTS

Referring to the efforts m
within the council itself to pron
the arts, Mr. Fean said that a*
successful stafl mpnlnling den
stration was held last year.

“Even though the demons
tion was held during lunchti
when attendance was volunt
the numbers attending were ¥
high", he added.

. Fean said he was anx
that evelzbodywhohndan vi
on the development of the
within the county would attenc

mclm ity

“It is an opportunity for pc
who are interested to have a s
he added

Mr. Fean gid !hhnlt the cor
were me to help any g
ori mgiuﬁm exhil
or demonstration involving
form of the urts.

The meeting will be hek
Thursday, September 4, at 5

in the Council Chamber ai
council offices at O'Col
Street.

GOLD

By DYMPHNA
BRACKEN

LIMERICK WILL be repre-
sented by 248 athletes-an
increase of 50 on last year—in
11 events at the national finals
of the 1986 Community
Games which commence in
Mosney this weekend.

Over the two weekends 29
Communiyy Games arcas oul of
possible 44'in the country, will be

ted in Mosney.
is weekend, 141 competitors
from Limerick will be competing
in ecight events including swim-
ming, gymnastics, rounders, table-
tennis, ladies soccer, art and
variety.

Exceptionally

Expected to do well in the finals
are the table tennis team repre-
senting Caherdavin and the ladies
soccer team representing Rath-
keale, who played exceplionally
well 10 win tﬁe unster final.

Also taking part this weekend
will be artists from Bruff, Caherda-
vin, Kilfinane, and Monaleen;
rounders teams from Southill,
Monaleen and Hoapilai: a pitch
and putt team from Bruff; a variety
team from Kilcornan; and swim-

LIMERICK'S
COMMUNIT®
GAMES

BID

mers from areas including
Patrick's Donoughmore, Ne
tle West and Ahane.

The Limerick teams and
mentors will leave from
Hurlers this Saturday &
a.m. and return on Tuesdaya

L1,
5 The National finals ol
Communitanmcswinbcoi
ly opened by Mr. William V
éalmy, national president.

President _ Hillery, and
Taoiscach, Dr. FitzGerald
also expected to attend the
on Saturday, which will comi
with a national parade of the
participants.

Track and field

. The following weekend, |
ick will be represented in thi
and field events by 65 compe
and in the hurling fina
Caherdavin who beat
milebridge in the Munster |

Limerick also have two co
tors in the modclling comp
which is carried out in
plastic or clay.

HOW CAN W
HELP YOU?

- The Treatyites captured Limerick
on July 20, and took advantage of
the large coastal area with conve-

nmn_er:ns at strategic points,

® “The Real Chief — the story of

Liam Lynch™ by Meda Ryan,
ublishcd by Mercies Press, 24

r Abbcy Strect, Dublin, and
ga ngridgc Street, Cork, priced

COMMUNITY
INFORMATION CENT

Basement, 91 0'Connell St
Limerick. TEL 311444

| - .-



