‘rington’'s Hospital
5 po introduction to
ick citizens, as for the
sentury and a half, its
cated doctors and
's have been giving
anding care to sick and
:d citizens.
2 story of Barrington’s
ital begins with Joseph
1gton, the proprietor of
vter works at Charlotte
in the late 1700s. He
me the Crown Salicitor
Munster and bought
stal Estate, in the Mur-
lowlands under the
s of the Sliabh Felim
1tains.
was elevated to the
ige as Sir Joseph Bar-
on, and in 1829, with
ons, Matthew, Croker,
el and Samuel, peti-
«d for the establishment
:haritable institution for
ick poor of Limerick. In
, the enabling act was
lated and Barrington’s
rital was built on the
er site of The Maing-
—-traces of the arcades
is military building can
se seen in the hospital's
en wall near the Baal's
ge end of Mary Street.
1831, the first patients
3 admitted. The follow-
year, a deadly cholera
emic swept the city. The
ical and nursing exper-
and dedication of Bar-
ton's Hospital staff
ed greatly to alleviate
ravages of this
iemic.
portrait of Sir Joseph
ington and The Barring-
family were hung in the
aital, as did “Christ Heal-
The Sick” by artist John
phy (a native of Limerick
and a protege of Sir
thew Barrington, the
vder’'s son) and “The
wd Samaritan”.
arrington’s Hospital
ly needed funds. So Sir
thew built the Mante
a in the hospital garden.
Monte Pieta was a pawn
se which loaned money
low rates of interest.
qte Pieta means a charit-
» pawnshop. The Fran-
:ans originated these
ritable pawnshopsin the
O0s in Italy and they
irished afterwards in
1ce and Belgium.
v 1841, when Barring-
's Monte Pieta was
nded, there were 20
vn offices in Limerick city
ding money at usurious
wrest rates to poverty-
cken citizens.
espite its liberal interest
35, Barrington’s Monte
ta's losses forced it to
se in 1841, and in 1847 it
:ame a Royal Irish Con-
sulary Barracks. In 1866,
urice Lenihan (in his
tory of Limerick) de-
ibed it as "a remarkable
ect, with a cupola, pillars,
ings and small enclo-
e”. In 1892 it was de-
lished.
‘he photo also shows the
bey River downstream
m Baal's Bridge. Baal's
dge is an English version
Jroichead Maol Luimni—
: Bald Bridge of Limerick.
ras called The Bald Bridge
it had houses and shops
it but not the usual
apets. It was a miniature

fame as widespread as Lon-
don's bridge — it was note
in the Pacata Hibernica ant
on a 17th century map
published in Leyden, in
Holland. l
The Bald Bridge of Limer-
ick was the scene of a battle
between an O'Brien (of Tho-
mond) chief and a Galway
De Burgo in the 14th cen-

tury.

A Royal Mint stood
nearby.

Shortly after 1691, lHe

houses on its east side were
demolished. The western
side's houses stood until
medieval Baal's Bridge was
demolished in the late
1820s. |
According to a city folk
tale, three Miss Purdons
lived in one of the Baal's
Bridge houses. Super-
siliously, they didn’t think
any eligibly young man
good enough as a suitor, $0
they lived and died as old
maids. ‘
The Three Purdon’s atti-
tude was long recalled by a
Limerick proverb about the
too-choosey: “Asproudasa
Purdon.” }
in 1820, John Scanlan (of
Croom) the murderer of
Ellen Hanley (*The Colleen
Bawn") was taken by car-
riage from the jail on Mer-
chant's Quay to his place of
execution at Gallows Greqn‘
Garryowen. The horses
drawing the carriage fe-
fused three times to cross
Baal’s Bridge — so Scanlan
got out and continued the
journey to the gallows pn

foot.

On 4th February, 1775, an
unusually high tide dam-
aged some of the Baal's
Bridge houses. A resident
named Barry was swept
through the floor and dow-
nriver to the New Bridge
(where Mathew Bridge is
now) where he was rescued
by a brave sailor named
John Fitzgerald. \

Since medieval times
Baal's Bridge linked the
Englishtown and Irishtown
of Limerick. Several paint-
ings (of 18th and early 18th
century vintage) of Baal's
Bridge survive.

Variously, they give vivid
glimpses of Limerick fea-
tures of those eras. In one,
women can be seen
washing clothes with buail-
teoiris — or beatles — in the
Abbey River at a slip just
below Baal's Bridge, on the
same bank as Barringtan's
Hospital today.

The stage coach can| be
seen arriving from Cork. A
picture of the scene on the
Lock Quay side shows
fishermen ai their trade on
the river. Lock Quay was
then the fishmarket centre
of the city.

In 1830, the Baal's Bridge
we see today was built. The
architect was James Pain,
who designed all Limerick
bridges of that era with|the
exception of Mathew Bridge
{(downriver, near St. Mary's
Cathedral) which was |de-
signed by W. H. Owen, a
Welshman. ‘

The Watergate — the
most impressive of the city's
gates — guarded the lim-
mediate Irishtown edge of
medieval Bg_al's Bridg'g_.‘

T R T

\bout Barrington’s

There were I'i\:(u redundancies in
the plant i Japuury, 1982 and
becanse of difficulties the fivm has
been on a three-day week on and
off for some time

Tom Lawlor:
a fearless
and faithful
Limerickman

AN APPRECIATION

MR. TOM LAWLOR of
Clanmorris  Avenue, Limer-
ick, one of the gallant Mid-
Limerick Brigade [.R.A.
guerrilla fighters who, in the

glorious. tough 1916-1921
campaign  helped 1o wrest
independence  for three ol

Roisin  Dubh’s green ficlds
from the then invincible Brit-
ish Empire — dicd recenly.

Tom Lawlor was a friend whi
personificd. i his ever-faithinl
way, all the best gualities of a true
Irishman. Limerickman  and
Christian.

In 1917, like hundreds of other
young men of that generation,
Tom responded 1o the resolyve for
Irish  frecdom  proclaimed by
Pearse and his comrades-in-urms
the Easter week before in Dublin,
by joining the Blackbuoy Pike ——
Singland Company of the 1L R.A L
i stone guarry in Singland, where
(as he often recalled) the local
Fenians of 1867 drilled secretly.

Independence war

Tom served faithiully and
fearlessly in the 1919-21 War of
Independence against the Auxies
and the Tans in his native Singland-
Ballysimon-Blackbuoy arca.

In July 1921, Eamon de Valera,
then President of the Irish Repub-
lic (canonised by the Irish peoples
democratic  majority  vote  and
defended by its gallunt volunteer
soldiers, but not formally cstab-
lished as a nation-state) addressed
a meeting at the Theatre Royal in
this city.

President de Valerastayed as the
O'Mara family’s guest at Strand
House (Ennis Road), that night
and Tom Lawlor was one of his
Mid-Limerick Brigade guards.

It was the night of the signing of
the Anglo-Irish Treaty in London

Tom saw Comdi,-General
Michacl Brennan (of the East
Clare 1.R.A.) give the telegram
informing about the signing of the
Treaty 1 President de Valera, who
was relaxing in bed at Strand
House. R A sl

Tom Lawlor for many years
carried on — with that lovely local
courtesy and heartiness — the
Singland trade of supplving deh-
cious, fresh, creamy Singland milk
to a host of customers all over
Limerick city.

Although he went into residen-
tial exile at Clanmorris Avenue
from his ancestral Shanavocka
(Ballysimon) some years ago, his
heart was always, faithfully and
hc]c‘)l'ully. with his ancestral arca
and its people and traditions

Ten years ago, when the first
efforts were made to restore St
Patrick’s Well at Singland, the
ﬁrea:est inspiration the restorers

ad was Tom’s presence, practical
help and his inspiring treasury of
local folklore.

Last St. Patrick’s Day (1o give

hailstorm — - came 1o the ceremony
at this ancient Well,

We areon ground ax haly as
Fatima, or Lourdes or knock. he
told his audicnce. St Panick stood
here, converted our ancestors angd
blessed this Well's waters with
healing  powers down o the
present generation sick people
have been  miraculonsly  cured
here.

St Pminck, St Brogd and St
Colmeille brought our nation sale
Iy throngh many wermble eras et us

unshakably keep daith i them. and |

we will see u happy. e and
prosperson 32 counties lreaind, he
urged wll present

Last Moy, Tom was at the
mecting — ona sl summer 1amy
night, at St Patrick’s Well  thin
finally got the now almaost com-
pleted restoration of this holy Well
and shrine on the Liunching pad

In appreciation of Tom's greal,
generous help, the Saint Patnick's
Well  Restoration Committee
unanimously elected him honour-
ary chairman.

A lite-long, faithful suppoiter ok
Eamon de Valern — and the
Fianna Fail party’s national, social
and econamicideals — Tom served
as a Fianna Fail city councillor with
integrity und pracucality 1og sever-
al years in the 19605

He was a man of guietly sincere
Christinn commitment - as exem-
plificd by his long and [aithful
membership of  the  Ajcheon-
fratermty a1 the Redemprorists®
und Third Order ut the Franas
cans’

Tom's outstanding  charity  ex-
tended 10 everyone even hiy
closest Old L.R.A. and Fiunna Fail
comrades never heard him even
mildly pass a slighting remarks
aboul opponents.

'woofhis Old1 R.A. comrades.
Mr. Dick Quin and Mr Joe
Raleigh, recalled (on the day of his
funeral), that Tom's vutstanding
gualities were his neighbourliness,
faithfulness to Faith and Father-
land and his total dependability
times of war, or peace — he never
missed the Limerick Old LR.A.
Easter Week Rising Commemora-
tion eeremony, they added.

Tom Lawlor will not be physical-
lv present at the celebratory
function to mark the iull restora-
tion of St Painck’s Well a
Singland, this coming St. Patrick’s
Dav. Bul, in spint he will — and
will be always in the hearts of the
Singland-Garryowen-Ballvsimon
folk for his inspiring role in the holy
Well's restoration.

Sympathy

To higwidow, son, daughter and
grandchildren. our sincerest sym-
pathy.

Ar Dheis De 1 geombluadar Gacl
Naomh BhadraigBride isColmeille
agus do shinsear o Shaingeal agus
Laochra rta hEireann agus Sean —
LR.A. Lair Luimni — go riabh

Coole Tt
Whitceross,
Co. Cork.

F.F. Party
d. P

PLEASE PERMIT me space in
your columns in which I wish to
fully concur with Dr. Michuel
Wouods i his statement at the
Iranna Fiil Parliamentary Party
meeling (quote): 1t was people in
this room, rather than the media,
who are 1o blame for some of the
current problems in Fianna Fail.”

1 go further and say, it is the
“vulturcs”™ within the party who
are power-drunk and leaving no
stone unturned to pressurising Mr.
Chatlic Haughey to resign as
leader of Fianna Fiil,

In order to bring home to those
people whe are in the forefront.
demanding Mr. Haughey's res-
ignation, they would be well
advised to recall what Mr.
Haughey had done for the old age
sensioners  when  Minister  for
hcallh and Social Welfare. Did he
not grant us 0ld age pensioners free
travel, medical cards, free televi-
sion licenees, free electricity, or are
we to take it, as the old proverb
goes, “caten bread is soon forgot-
ten.”

In my final analysis, 1 remain
loyal 10 Mr, Haughey, the demo-
crintic elected leader of Fianna Fail
who will surcly weather the storm
nto the calm, ¥
PATRICK . WALSH,

30 Colbert Avenue,
Juneshoro,
Lamerick

Mungret
re-union

ALL PAST pupils of Mungret
Colleze. Limenck. are reminded
that the annual dinner dance will
take place in the Victor Hotel.
Rochestown Ave., Dun
Lavghaire. on Friday, Feb. 18, the
eve of the freland-France rugby
international,

JOHN O'DONOVAN,
Hon. secretary.
Mungret Union,
34 Leopardstown Grove,
Sullorgan,
Co. Dublin.
Tel. 880062,

crown might fall squa
head, for to defend cor
be corrupt onesell
The implications of |
ity 1o quickly come 10
the events of the last tw
quite clear, How coul
scething with dissentic
visiveness, have possibl
the road to economi
when it all too obviously
ut it’s own house in o
seem 1o gloat too m
meanderings down ro:
ruption, let me say th
minate cuts in <
amnd health services cer
serve o shake what 1ail
have in politicians. Wh:
tically-clected Governn
nght to discriminate
weakest and  most
sections of the commui

THE W

MAY GOD bless you
kindness and genero
gninﬁlo tell you about :
“in Dublin’s Fair City
happy if you enjoy
Kindest regards, Fr, Et
W.F '

“BETTY" — Home
ca. Shopping in Teren
full. Trade brisk (it was
Christmas). What a
Africa! The weather wi
too: an cast wind. A col
decided to have a cuj
Slipped into the “Oak
How warm and cosy! H
ating the hot coffee!

Who is She? Opposi
the lounge sat an cl
Shabbily ~ dressed. A
Guinness in front of
finished it, then prony
another, She looked si
to be thinking sadly
“Possibly she’s an al
thought. Then she
through her basket. T¢
plates. T.ooked at them

Breaking the Icc: |
like to talk. So 1 |
courage, walked over
said: “Those are beau
ma’am. Did you buy
1,?" She looked up,
“No", she replied. “I'b
at a sale of work. -
pence each. 1 also got :
showed it), a brooch ai
cooker”. She displaye
my approval “The om!
was only 50p* “You
bargain,” I replied.
continued, “it’s for c
sale of work was to he
IivinE alone. It was
Quakers”. “A very wo
I commented.

Nice name . . .
support

yL‘
them all®,

Letters
Home

;‘!SYLVIA PLATH'S Letters
ome,"” currently be -
sented at the Belllnhhlleg K'r:s
Centre, is a compelling charting
of this agonised modern Amer-
ican poetess’s journey to self-
destruction from 1953 to 1963,

From 700 letteres that Sylvia
Plath wrote to her mother,

American playwright Rose Lai-

man Goldenberg has vividly
portrayed the poetess’s tortured
life, which arose from her
struggles between self-depreca-
tion and pursuit of literary
perfectionism, aggravated by an
unhappy marriage and failure to
achieve literary success on her
own terms.

Excellently acted by Fidelma
O'Dowd (“Sylvia Plath™) and
Geraldine Plunkett (“‘Her
Mother’’), and expressively
staged and lit, it’s directed
sensitively by Avrll McRory,
under the auspices of the Du
Actors Repertory Theatre.

An almost down-
stairs attendance (majority
mn} applauded it Thursday

ight

The production continues this

Friday and Saturday nights. Itis

Retreat |
kicked d

A COUNTY LIMEI
who came into Lim
retreat pleaded guilt;
Court to causing mal
age.

He was given the b
Probation Act on :
umlngt;'nlkiws d
‘Door. property
‘Hel'le:rnm, at St. J:
on January 30 last,

Insp. Gerry Higg
court that the defend
the home of the injuw




