LIMERICK 1.

IN CONNECTION with the
icture, titled **The Black and
ns leave Limerick,” pub-
lished in the Limerick Leader
(13th ultimo), over my name, I
have since had a letter from a

Prior escapes

I well recall when the William St

murder gang, having finalised their
“*Limerickma (name and lish plan 1o 1 of
address supp u:ld nol_con- r Joseph 1e A
cerning the Bl and Tans; St onnell

but the Royal Irish Constabul-
ary; also several querics as 10
why both of H.M, Forces wore
the dame kind of unilorm or
dross
The answe
On

an RLLC, constible nained
n\lﬂ'l\ 10 the clerical

rd the conve
tion, waile \‘ 4|I wlm\ 1 hour to 1
his wife 1o go st once and warn 1
good of the  imunis

s simple,
recrulted from their

han the priory was
denizens in Britain, the new police ¥ was safely
foree(?) were fitted oul with the tucked sw; John's Hospital,
black cap and tunic of the English and did noi resume his day-fo-day
policeman, and the kh. trousers

tutics until anoth
hours had payscd
What must haye been the most
outstanding epic throughout e
whole campuaign took place when a
one-armed veteran of- World War
I, named Major Smyth, rccently
returned from the Mid-East, took
churge of Listowel R.1.C bar
rucks, He vowed 1o avenge his
brother' th, killed Inan [ R.A
ambush
Avklressing the g
Shoot il s
shoot 1o ki

ot twenty-four
of the "Tommy." Later, when

draficd mm the ranky of the
R.LC donned the same
unifory 41<.p(|hL arkestof the
forty shades of green) of the R.1.C
only distinction by which they
Id casily be recopnised was that
physique!

The

Letter

Before procecding further, it
may be well 1o pulmw whiit
“Limerickman” huy o s

"Deir My, Glegson l?l: photo
of the w.llnm St Police Foree - in
Lewder - prompls thi§

tison, hic said
ight, and

Hipve: ne quitims

you'll b « nined ol any subse

quent military' ¢ ||w‘mr\
Ihe response )

swill: "' We're
¢ damned i we

alraid you were misled by
Hottom Dog' propaganda = peces-

oot down our fellow countrys

vy ol justifiable as it may have men, ™ and with that, off come tlie

been during the War of Indepond s of 15 Bbraye R.1LC, men, who

ence - hul nowadiys Wlar more threw thom om te oor bn fromt ol
thin o) yened have eldprod |

e noo
ah

i the " samo i
Wl ik

id he tremtad for whag it was
the :\nl.l:I\rl\l.W””'Mm.‘;lg:}l—.:;ul-l: Somo of tho R.1.C. mon and Black and Tang of Limorick's Mary Streot “'mimm | Uirly Mareh, 1920, Toma
10 ik} Old-timers around In thel (Inmnu the W of Indepandence, At back: Dixon, Bob Tonner, Moriarty (R..C.), N.I;;'u‘.'ﬁ.f‘l‘.i' L0 MBNOLOF Lunk
ourly cightics, who playcd n small Naughton (R.1.C.), Middlo row: Cagsidy, Shoasmith, Richardson, Jack Jones, e ol by wiks i
part i M ool bt '"':‘I‘."‘ l' Hickay (R.LC.), Portor, Charlie Rawson, Seatad: Sergeant Chambers (RILC.),  thildien L o
yld 161 you: : Sergeant Skelfington (R.L.C.), Tom Kavanagh (R.1.C)), sargeant Walsh (R.,.C.) I‘-ll‘r:‘: .“‘;';IH‘" S

0, o
sl Tron) the Alilean i
Mt mthy, 1 his

J i Lline A
(1) That the were on . T A ‘I # M\‘h. DalrdroCa

hones! nl voligiony Lisbuito, Gorl, with 11 i g in the

rhmp ol men; { their sony'  pressurc on their relatives, reeruil-— per d Vi .Hnw.l i lrolund, atl wer N s 1

: ‘ . NS AT : N hs-old baby in her arms,

beciume bishops, pr ment for the RILC, practically ) That they saw pillage and en Ahéir title by (he lute e M b three A

rose 1o high rank i .muj up < the re¢ruits came from  looting in Limerick, but alas, not ,,,m‘!q,(,' )'Sullivan, proprictor: 0 {nat 5 By W and Tone mamely, his hrother, Che mph”

ment and i the interviewed there by done by the Crow rees, by our d editor of the old *Limerick 'f[‘l"“ “I"u“,"““v ROLANETINS T McCazthy, . Patrick - Whine, Vanal

even attaining the highest ranks in own regules in the Strond " Bur ho,’ under the following unusual ;J i e S Michae! ‘Gleeson, nll three whi

liciary, in the army and the r:nchl‘. and their local adhcrents circumstances R e ol Bt dicil' i the - for frtcdom

el tempted (o describe your — “Iay
accusing of Horan and Leech of
shooting of George Clancy

g buarded the Limerick
bound train from Waterford al the
im Tunction, O'Sullivan
ared the same compartment with
strange {ype of individual
aring up sl tunie

|
2} That "blig| or those men
mennt (except for the few Black
and Tans) moving away a country
or 1wo

and |
(3) That when, because ol all ex-officers — whose wdun.u...sl\ have witnesses 1o prove il - thal
Horan booted me up the behind Constabul
Why, oh why, Mr. Gleeson, do of the A
you not, in charity, draw the ve roprictor

th y an
ST, . spoke with by Forcos, ) D A
over those dark days, and, oh yes, pronounced E "V'! : Aoy O i ] Works. :( ormmar
and a3 a Limerickman and writer “In a | ing all\L\L the i'“ 'm I"‘.‘.'” ‘.fu\ : c ‘,H. Hie scditions |‘
engage your pen in something followin, s ‘Echo,’ O'Sulli- "2+ T '4‘“\’\ '“'.“'P“ A m Dog were p
worthwhile.” van, referring 10 ‘tlw steange! TSR AN gl MO "'"“"’ engling. raid
M the preyions Fesding ut Castle View Tercnce
Thomondgale ot dead - whi

encounter’ o b bt i hile
Wednesds | SUSIIRTRANS, hat con
The truth uniform Iooked two sizes foo big  Wiking on the river. bank, at

ocs on !
3 Blackwater, by R.LC., Black and

of mine (o a

sant in'the

o ind the home then

trou

T, ne (\wl' !uv(hn#

Having read, with disgust, what 16 iwearer Motswing ymere 1 BUCKNSIC, by RLC. Black and - tions, he plce wa "1:.‘:“3 fise
“Limerickman® R Ampand. W blogd-thirs vork w
of ol mark, this puny creature “N" "II‘)}' il Sl work oo
R he bled something one would associ it i, b a =l el

MeCarthy, of Clare

nie with the Se !'
Belare l|" ||H>1| \
of Claney, (°C:i |hhlu .unll)im
||rn'|\H| mentioned

ADDENDUM: The notorlous
“Bluck  Auxiliory, Cuptain Nathun, ex

: staled

L. actuntly, :! yuu intere uu-l

7 in the truth, there are ot least six
= (vager 10 talk) old-timery a

their carly cighties, who pl s Leaving  Limgrlek convicl, homosexunl, rupist and
mill part in the movemenl bui :uJ in tht Leader, W for-  eve . osed to
By PATRICIA “IE would be a g vemure and | g, ullmh sides after the Truce innovation' in the cause of p night ago: .l:};:::-mr:'u;:llﬁ ':bl.'rln.rph::'n
EE y ] ced wi i 03 0'S un 0 I 18 g 1 " L .
EEERRLY wr\‘-:I\ltl:\:‘-‘)‘»?\:‘a:-ILI'IL-:I:(”:I‘B(;;'.“'I | and they would tll you v o e L) Also, the brutal mur I gung in Limerick, us well a

n, St
well, in the

hrutal Castleconnell nssassination
of the proprielor of the Shannon
Hotel. During the Spanish Civil

g Oola raily
I would appreciate very much When passing Oolu
A st do the
the numes o II||c six you mention, 115 friend psked: “What do th
“Limerickman.” so that 1 may lcttersabigO, asmalloand lund
1 stand for” To which O'Sullivan

PLANS for the establishment
of a community workshop for Prospects
Iy

s and four yu
children, )‘, |I|r Auxiliarics,

: i vars first mooted whei comparc same with the official list 1 % War (1936-'39) he fought side by r
mild| indicapped The idea was first mooted when | ¢ Some learning (152 A sught side by
iy 8 \\'v!« Pt}lpﬁl‘x !n | Junior Chamber members, | hold, nam those 1.R.A. m .mﬂf'm |M<J¥\' carning o ouring. o o i e i ey o B by
s st e Decn g pileon O'Brian, who teaches | (1) on active service; (2) fyir vl then  Outtobe four R LC.men,inmufti, Communists, where he hreathed
proposed by the local Junior 4 whe vocational ool pointed | column; (3) bomb factory ‘new policeman’  the while

n drink a1 the batr  his last.
Chamber

the schools | Solohead, as well s a foolscap size  Produced a newspaper cutting

out that pu h read; ‘Are you 18 yedrs old,

remedial ¢

The project, however, will de
pend entirely on [\uhh\,n).{hln s¢ (o
the suggestion, which will be
gaucd at @ meeting in the River
Room Motel on Monday next, at 8
p.m

The former president of Newcas-
tle West Junior Chamber, Mr. Pat
Riordan, who is now regional
director of the organisation, says.

|"fn\]i)LLli in front of them
cy ccriainly) had n
ccts of work al home
i ldilﬂ said. “Some people from
did work at sh
\h(Jpa in LIIIICI’IU\ f

YBrien and Mr. Gerry
(,rt-nm. assessment  offic
National Rehabilltation Board,
Limerick go{ together and plan-

weekend
rentals.
Rent a Ford Fiesta

Frida%ﬁ.rn. to Monday a.m.
100 free miles.

For further detalls ring
Georges Quay (01) 777377

Dan Ryan Locations
Parkgata St. (01) 776631
Leeson St. Bridge  (01) 602255
Limerick City (081 46566
Cork City (021) 603211

E

ned a d" workshop and
t cenlre Lo cater for an arca
ound Neweastle West  which
would inelude Foyhes, Rathkoale,
Dromcollogher, Athea and
Abbeyflcale

Mr. Riordan says ¢
the right responie
night's meeting a coim I be
formed, and work will go ahead
immediately to establish the work
shup.

‘Il get it off he ground,” he
t will be ona small scale at
first to cater for school leavers, but
afier that we hope to expand and
provide- employment for older
people as well

Interest
Mr. Riordan said that they had
already found much interest in the
roject among the individuals they
Ead contacted. A group of people
from Newcastle West had visited
Wexford to sce hpw community
workshops operated-there
Guesl speakers al Monday
th(s meeting will include Mrs
a Daniels, manageress of New
Raoss Cummuuily ‘orkshop,.and
Mr. Gerry Cronin of the Rehabi.
litation Board

P\;c\ hiad little or no | of paper mLmh{:h ~ alk belonging
d

to the Ind Battal Mid-Limerick
Brigade, 1L.R.A., 1919-2]

Dielving through my archives - a
regular ocourrence - 1 discovered
the following letter which 1 had
published in a Galway newspaper
over twenly years ago, when
involved in a similar diatribe s
now. It speaks for itself.

=5

The name

“How the Black and Tans gol
their name: Sir, for the saké of
historical accuracy no other
reason, | would hive your ill
informed B, -MacGowan_of. Gal-
way, and other admirers of Eng
land's Black and Tans, know thal
these & \rncdl!nug\:h.puu.deuu
O'Casey's ‘The Shadow of a
Gunman® were NOT Black and
Tans, but members of the Au
xiliaries, a militury force composed
of ex-British Army Officers of
World War I, sent to augment the
rcgu!ar army in Ireland,

“The Black and Tans outpour
ings of the prisons and denizens
principally of Staffordshire, Wu
verhampton and Manchester
were recruited by Prime Ministe
David Lloyd George and
Hamar Greenwood and despatc
ed, post haste, 1o 'drive/terror into
the hearts and souls of the Irish

peopl

iFhu they succeeded Lo 8 great
exten! in their demoniacal deeds, is
amply borne out by the hc\uh«h

murders - in Mr. Mac qun«
bkl

in height and anxioys o serve
His Majesty’s forces in Ireland? If.
50, join the Royal Irish Constabul-
ary: £1 a day, and chances.' (Some
time later, the Ennis comedian,
Mike Nono, when performing ai
Limerick's Theatre Royal, men-
tioned lreland’s new police, as
described by Mr. O'Sullivan, as
‘Black and Tans’ - a quip which
caught the public imagination
immediately

-

“In conclusion, might 1 add,
one who served in Na Fianna
Eircann (pre-Truce), that the
=~ the vast majority of them -
were the finest body of men,
morally;-intellectually, physically,
the world has cver k’r wn. They
gave countless sons and daughters
to Mother Church who are
nistering in Christ’s Vineyard, in
regions far aparl today
“Whatever wrongs some of their
members may have
the past, and they were many,
would nbw scem to have been
‘\nhl’lul if — 1  IF = the
Civil War which
21 is 10 be taken'as a

criterion!
ol the dead past bury its

Examples
‘Limerickman’  pertinently
asks. 1 uctually imtercsted in

" My answer is: Yes, sir,
ar all times, rz‘fdmln.‘n of the
consequences and the untold in-
jury-sehich.(aL times) il ha's




