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In the previous ar-

ticle his memoirs,

from
- which we published last

May, Mossie Harnett
told how the West Lime-
rick Volunteers—himself
included — assembled at
G in Castle on Eas-
ter Bumday, 1916. The
order countermanding
the Rising planned for
that day, led fto the
Volunteers being ordered
to return home. From
there we now take
Mossie Huornelt’s story.

EASTER Monday was &
" bright, warm day, as
is usual in late spring.
That afterncon I tackled
the ass to the cart to
take some dozens of eggs
to sell at Leahy's’ shop
in Tournafulla. This was
something I usually did
for my aunt. I bought
groceries for the house
at Leahy’s, bartered fpr
by the eggs. ‘
As I slowly wended my way
homewards [ was accosted b
an ' RIC. man hame
Bourke who, in a short chat,
informed me of the Rlising in
Dublin, of the sinking of the
arma ship, the Aud, and of the
vapture of Casement on Good
Fr'fday. 1 was dismayed at the
news, and hurried home, im-
fntiant to tell everyone what
had just heard.

Cycled

Next morning 1 cycled ﬁ'lt.o
Newcastle West where I met
gome Volunteers, and we dls-
cussed the gossib!]ity of trylng
to reach Dublin. Dan Ronan
of the Monagae Company was
emphatic in  his views, and
was determined to get to Dub-
lin. However, after a lengthy

discussion, we agreed there
was nothing we could dof as
individuals without
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e-organisation after
the Easter Rising

MOSSIE HARNETT, a
native of Knocknadiha,
Tournafulla, was an offi-
cer in the Irish Volun-
teers. He plarnd an act-
ive part in the War of
Independence in West
Limerick. Later he ser-
ved as a member of
Limerick County Coun-
cil. Today he lives in
Dun Laoghaire.

specific -

orders from our Commandant.

QGarbled news continued to
reach us about events in I‘Jub-

E

OF BULLS

iEDING ACT,

res for the B

|
lin.| At the end of the week
tHe| truth finally reached us.

Nearly everybody was nas-
toaunded by the news; people
generally were bewildered, and
comments were not favour-
able. 'This was understand-
able, as most of the count
was still behind John Red-
mond’s policy. The subsequent
executions and deportations
were soon to change the peo-
plels attitude radically. West
Limerick men deported were
G, McAuliffe, Matt Flanagan, J.
Dote, Paddy Sheeban, Con
Colline and Patrick Muleahy
of Monagae, who fought with
the Citizen Army. But it was
tha execution of Con Colbert,
and the drowning of Donal
Sheehan of Monagee on his
way to meet Casement that
affected us most of all, and
that determined us to vindi-
cate them and emulate their
sacrifice on Freedom's Altar
if necessary. }

On Easter Saturday night,
1917, Jim Colbert, Bill Carroll,
Mieck Roche and Con Mullane,
alll of Athea, spent until 2 a.n.
holsting national flags on the
topmost branches of trees in,
and on trees bordpring the
roads leading Into Athea Vil-
lage, where Con Cdlbert had
spent his youth. Having tled
the flags securely on the tree
tops, Con Mullane cut off all
the branches as he descended,
thizs making it impgessible for
anyone to climb the|trees and

remove the flags, |

Flag

|
Tn Tournafulla, |a
white-and-orange flag
placed on the chimney of the
talllest house in the |village by
Jdack Aherne (knm!j; s ‘The

green-
was

Private). All the ladders in
the area were hidden after the
erection of the flag, so that
the police could not remove if,
It stayed aloft for a consider-
able time, flowing proudly and
déflaritly in the breeze.
On St. Patrick’s Day, 1918,
I and a few of the bpys held a
collection for the Gpellc Len~
gue outside the church gate

at Tournafulla. We collected
fifteen pounds, a wuery large
sum for that time. I received
a special letter of thanks for
our effort from the general
gecretary of the Gaelic a.

Prior to the 1917 Clare
Election, Tommy Leahy and
myself held a church gate col-
lection in aid of the election
fund, Tt took some courage to
ask for money. Tha big far-
mers cast & cold eys on our
table as they passed in to Mass.
One man paused as he was

. passing by, end Tommy Leahy

asked him for support for the
Sinn Fein candidate, Hamon
de Valera, as against Paddy
Lynch, Crown Prosscutor for
Clare. He looked at us with

. scorn as he emphatically said:

“7'11 support the Crown Prose-
cutor.”

teers fin 1917 | was om
O'Shaughnessy, he resigned
after a short peripd. The man

electad Brigade O/C to replace
him was Sean .Finn, a natlve
of Rathkeale. Sean was a lov-
able character, ung, hand-
some, athletic, universal
favourite. I got tp know him
first at & Voluntegr Conventlon
held in Croke Park in Nov-
ember, 1917, which was_ presi-
ded over by Michael Collins.

Our local Battalion, compris-
mg five companies, had Dr,
HEdward Harnett (as its O/C
during 1917 and part of 1918.
He, too, resigned but remained
in the IL.R.A. as dical officer
to the Second Battalion. Our
Brigade compriged five Battal-
jons, the total |approximate
strength of the Brigade being
about twelve hyndred men.
Each Battalion hpd as centra
the nearest loca)l town, these
being Newcastle West, Abbey«
feals, Rathkeald, Dromecol-
lnﬁ:r and Glin-Ballyhahill.

dame  Markievicz addres-
sed = large meeting in Athea,
the home town of| Con Colbert
shortly after her releass from

prison in 1917. i1zt all these
exciting events wera taking
place the georla.haﬂ still to
sea after their dally affairs,

buying and selling and attend-
ing to the never-anding tasks
that call to be done from :the
cradle to the grave.

® NEXT WEEE: Life in
1917 and 1918.

|
Close
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Life in

lot im-
proved | bly from
1017 Prices for
cattle rose steeply—
around pixty pounds for
incalf heifers, twenty to
thirty for stores,

thirty pounds for fat sow
pigs, with corresponding

high ces for bacon
P‘S‘- Mpt try,
eggs and |all ds' of
farm uce. Agricul-
tural |labourers bene-
fited, and their wages
rose from the twelve
a year that was
paid 'to from
forty to forty-five
pounds.
o e, toor and 1 was
custo to pay three pounds
for a nty stone -sack of
Indian |me Rationi of
sugar and other gommodities

was enforced as a wAr meas-
ure by  the British Govern-
ment. Pollard was mixed with
the flour, giving the latter
only a temote resemblance to
the real thing. It was a real
larative, and nobody who ate
it ever required medicine.

One pf the reduits of the
good rices pald for cattle,
milk, etc., was that farmers
now bbught pony traps to
travel in more comfort than
formerly. It says a good deal
in their favour that the sup-
ort most of them gave us in
he I.RkA. was nowl given from
a position of comfort hitherto
unknown to the majority sof
them. |

"The King'

Duripg 1918 we had reorgan-
ised and retrained our Voelun-
teer company in| Tournafulla.
We gave every sssistance too
to the Sinn Fein cumann, and
provided protestion for the
Sinn Fain court which was
held in our parish, The court
was presided over by our
local Qatholic cpra‘~ ™ ° =
Michagl omey. The Sinn
Fein [cumann 1pet w. &
Bheehpn's. Davﬁ’ called “The
King", was a baghelor labour-
er, living alone in & small
thatohed dwelling. He was
middle aged, a|sturdy build
of a|man, t complexion
and gpoke rather rapldly, and
was dranky. He was a staunch
‘suppgrter of . tkte Volunteers,
Sinn'|Pein and the G.A.A. He
talked about some farmers'
nice |daughters living nearby
and thought hig chances as a

= - e =

- good

ife ounty Limeric
in the 1917-18 period

looking wers

bachelor
not too remote . . . &l

- as ]
hopes never came to fruition!:

During all this time I was
very busy with work on the
farm, as well as attending
plru!lu. political meetings,
tal, dances and Battal-
jfon (Councils. My time waa
comphtalr' oocupled. I pald
man visits to Newcastle
West to attend meetings of
the Comhalirle Ceanntair Binn
Feain for West Limerick. One
of our most succeasful dances
was held in the local school in
1918, Our curate, Fr. Michael
Twomey, attended, and sang
several patriotic songs. Father
Michatl Hayes, C.C, Newcastle
West, also attended, and de-
livared a marvellously atirring
oration to the assembled
young men and women. Our
guest singers were froi
Abbeyfeale, Dromcollogher and
Newcastle West, They were
splendid singers.

Ladies' choice

I was usually appointed
Manter of Ceremonies at these
gatherings in my own parish.
Many's the nice girl I flirted
with at theses dances,; and in
neighhouring parishes aswell.
Feigeanna, sports and dances
oceupied our time almost
every. Sunday, The young girls
at that time were filled with
satrlotlie ardour, and showed
his by thelr praference for
the| men and officers of the
Volunteers.

As 1 was llving with my
aunt at this time, I was free
of parental control. My par-
ents did not take too kindly
to the. new movement now
sweeping the country; and in
no uncertain terms I was in-
formed of their views and of
their disapprorval of the
course I was following. My
aunt led a lonely life, and
being & person with political
views inherited from her as-
sociation with the constitut-
ional movements of Parnell,
and then Redmond, was re-
luctant to accept or approve
of this businegs of armed re-

happenings in

sistance. I lived with her from
1918 to 1920.

It was only during periods
of turf cutting, hay makin
and harvesting uu.g we

any com . 1 being young
tha kmeiy ﬁz- my aunt ted
did not bring any realisation
to me of the at sadness
she must so often have felt
as she contemplated her long
past happy girihood and young
womanhood, For her the pres-
ent meant little as she sat all
day near the turf fire, in com-
plete imolation. Her only cccu-
pation was the cooking af our
simple meals, and caring for
some hens, chickens and
geese she kqt:t.

My life at that time, as I'va
sald, was u very full one, and
with the thoughtlessness of
youth, I'm afraid that my
actions showed ":111: c?noegn.
thm:lfh or sympathy for her
lonaly %fc. I was totally en-
grossed in national airs,
and in selfish interests of my
own, and I did got give her
the

a

gd.hy I now know I
shoul ve glven her. The

difference in sex, age and out-
look didn’'t help to mexecom-
munlication easy. 4

Raids for arms

Many = lonsly night she sat
near the fire awaiting my re-
turn from some dance, politl-
cal meeting, or military exer-
cise, as she recited the Rosary
to herself in that isolated
house. Hearing my footsteps
on my return, she usually un
locked the kitehen door, stand-
ing insalde it just ag she open-
ed it for me. On one anccasion,
hearing my footsteps ap-
Frrmch as she thought, she
ifted the latch off the dnor,
and opened it, only to discover
nobody there. Bhe was terri-
fled, and nearly collapsed. She
informed me of this, when, to
her great relief, I arrived a
short time later, 8he never
complained to me or my fat-
her about my late nights out.
The incident of the footsteps
coming to the door, and later
our house,

BY I.Ee"‘
caused her t;.) E;?o a ) 0s
nervous re. wn | 3T
which ghe never recovers M =8
wiiting o sre calisd &t st -

of we ¢ at sey 1 )
fnrg:gl‘ houses to co 5 \ BlSthJ“
deer the guns that they o spoke
Sometimes we met wﬁh r “straigh
tance and violent hostility, s
that time the police were thinking
cullecﬂni guns from ¢{
owners, but in most case In an :
forestalled them. One Sy fnican Ch
afternoon, in two com 8t. Thom:
deered motor cars, Ned “1 thin
an, Paddy Aherne, Ned R that anl
om [Leahy and myself 1 vagli
ried out a raid for arms iy S
Abbeyfeale district. We se BLTDEREN ST
od selected houses of p time 1s i
wa thought to be hostil Jectualism
us. Op approaching the hg in the flr
of one of these, a large { lectual sha
house, the door was sl secondly,
in our faces. Leading deception
party was Tom Leahy pelves and
myself, and as we d lectual di
towards the closed door others.
lﬁft. was ﬂrl:dmfrom the
side, throug! e door,
wounded me slightly i False
right hand. We threatens .
throw & bomb into thy intell
chen, and open fire thr “The i
the windown, if we we AR i
admitted. At the same ness of
we shouted loudly that evidenced |
were the IR.A. colled dublous f:
guns, This had the du place of a
effect, and we were adm around al
to colleect the guns. At theories a
house of Walter Broderic advanced

Lieutenant in  the By
Army, we got a splendid o
revalver and shotgun. No

teaching. ¢
oul convis
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MOSSIE HARNETT

MEMOIRS

Death of Liam Scully,

birth of a flying column

EARLY IN May, 1920, a

meeting between |the
officers of the West
Limerick and Fast Lime-
rick Brigades of |the
LR.A. was held at the

- home of Mike Cregan,

Monagae,

A long discussion took B:ce
as to the feamaibllity of attack-
ing either the Newcastle West
or Kilmaliock R.LC., barrpoks,
and eventually it was declded
that the attack would be made
agaipst the Xilmallock  bar-
racks. Kilmallock, one of the
strongest police harracks in
the south of Ireland, bad been
bravely but vainly attacked by
the Feniang in 1867, and it
was felt that its destruction at
this stage of the War of In-
dependence in 1020 would have
a demoralising effect on the
forces of the tish Orown.

The fateful night of the
attack arrived, and West
Limerick Volunteers, who had
been praviously been melected
to participate in the fight, met
at the home of Mrs. |Mac-
Inerney; Camas, Monagae.
Tommy Leahy, Jack Ahsrne
and mysalf attended, together
withk Sean Finn, 0O/C |West
Limerick Brigade, IL.R.A.} Gar-
rett MacAuliffe, Vies O/C; C.
Cregan, Larry MacNamee and
Jimmy Roche, as well a8 a
number of Volunteers whose
names I cannot now recall.

The ntymbers of Voluhteers
present was far in excess of
the pumber the West Lime-
rick Brigade was to have sup-
plied—the latter pumber being
declded by the number of
rifles and shot guns avail-
able. The problem of plok-
ing the maen who were to E:
to Kilmallock was left to the
OMcer in Charge of the Bri-

gade, Sean Finn; and if my

memory serves me right, he
chose ten men who wera
armed with either rifles or
shot guns, Neither I, Tommy
Leahy nor erns were
among those selected.

Some motor cars were as-
sembled to take the fighting

men to Kilmallock, I know
that I got two cars, ons from
Michae]l O'Mahony, ereamery
manager, Devon mI., tha other
from Richari Roche, Meena-
hela creamery:. Larry Mac-
Namee drove the O'Mahony
car; but I have fo ten wha
drove Richard Rocha's car.
A

Returned

After seeing our ocomrades
drive off towards Kilmallock
on their fateful journecy, we
returned home by Glengin
Castle, and pat for a while by
the fireside, speculating on the
flerce fight we
knew was by then in progresa
in Kilmallock. Down there in
the central plain of Limericlk
men were engaged in a deadly
struggle for possession of that
barracks, long a mymbol of
British dominance, We had to
walt for the light of tha next
morning to get any news from
our gomrades mbout the out-
come of the fight.

I was up early, and had oc-
eanion to go out to the publig
road, which was connactad
with my home by ® long bor-
een. I was on the romd oniy
a few minutes when I was
surprised to see two motor

ohrs arrive, They
madia they . saw
d ourvl.l:
men jum!
ek

from b

I no
on & ltnt.oho,:.

The yo nurse
was Mina D'Buuzvzn. wﬁm had
t ald| to

rendered firs

wounded Boully w
brought into a ho
barracks after bein

As fot the

had lasted for s
was the flercest w [}
ment %fb the ngu o!l
ence. Ths garrison

racks, consleting
. eighteen
stablesy put up a herole déf-

geants and

fm
, and
armed
ne
lying

with [ young

nurse in uniform sitting be-
side The, yo mang
who was dead, was ptain
Liam Boully, B.A., he had
been shot ough the neck
"in the fight.

the

he waa

near the
shot,

ht | itself, it

urs, and
RERE -
depend-
tha’%nr-
of two mer-
con-

ence, even after their fortresns
began to collapse in flames

ahove their heads,

At that

stage they retreated into a
strongly bullt out?un from

where they kept u

the fight,

refusing to surrender. Two of

thelr comrades p
main putcome of

flamap, The

od in the

tha fight, as far as the LR .A.

WAS CONCATT
Lac succesd

destroying the barracks,

wap that they
in | completely
for

impreg-

long gonsidersd

nable fortrens.

But to return t¢ the scsns
aftar the armed men had lefit
their cars that mpraing near
my home. Among them I ra-

cogrnised

Sean ¥inn, Garrett

Mac Auliffe and |Larry Mac
Ni Fin

introduced

amed,
me to the others, who inclu-

ded Michael
Malone, (alias

and Patrick Clan:

P

could leave
mains. I sug
house, O

own homey but| even

seclyded, and
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'Met up
with
sailors'

WHEN RETURNING home
from & dance in Glin, 17-year-
old Pater Des met up with a

roup of sallors who “pave

uite & lot of drink, Tar-
bert Court was told. Dee, of
Cuﬂ{!llmd, Ballylongford,
admitted taking a peasl eyole
without ?zmiuiom

Mr, atrick  Fitzgibbony
solr; meid Dee foollshly took
the drink and got drunk. He
took the bike, which was the
Rd.m rty of 1l-year-old Tina

cHilligott, and he left it in
8 place where nobody would
have difficulty in finding it
Dee; In svidenge, sald he went
to the dance Glin and met
these sailors, [They gave him
drink and after his’ refurn
hama nn a hia to Ballvlong-

DJ sentences
expectant

wife for

shoplifting

BY LEADER REPORTER

JUSTICE de Burca this
week warned that he
was going to clamp down

on shoplifting. He sen-
tanrad a 40 .

& labourer wh
£68 & weak.
been in troubl
Mrs.
£50 and

n
two I'I!nly!l?hl' i

aarned about

he had 'never

Hennessy

racglved

suspepded
W

before.
was‘ fined
al two
sentance.
santenced to
prigonment.
1

vaar.old |

.

i

caretaker, Williamn Long, and
his two sons,

Burial

As we moved slowly down
the rambli boreen to our
destinationy heard a vivid
desoription of the fight from
the bor who, only & few
hours before, had been en-
gaged in that desperats
struggle. On reaching the
house, I explained our busi-
ness to tha occupants. Plac-
ing our swad burden on & bhed
in ths sittingroom, a maal
was got ready in the kitehen,
The fighting men then sought
some hours sleep on the few
beds in the place. Meantime
I went home and made con-
tact with Tommy Leahy, and
wa arranged for armed
guards to be placed around
the house where the Volun-
fears wera with thelr dead
comrade,

In an outhouse in O'Gor-
man's farmyard, Con Klely
of Strand, with a helper, made
a crude plain coffin of deald
boards. I owned a Volunteer
officer’s uniform with a Sam
Browne balt, and in these we
dressed the remains, which
werg then laid in the coffin,
with & guard of honour stand-
ing at attention as he lay in
state on a big timber bed.

The sunny afternoon drew
to a close; and after dark a
part of Volunteer officars
arrived from East Limerielk.
The carataker of Tamplagian-
tina churchyard was notified
that a burlal 'was to take
place during the night, Fam-
ily burial plots occupied all
the graveyard area, and thare
was no vacant gpace; but one
mirn eventually gave parmis-
mion to haye a grave opensd
in_his burial space,

In sad procession we hora
on our shoulders Liam Soul-
]g'u mortal remains from
O'Gormans to "Glantine cemes-
tery on & fine halmy summer's
night. We gave him a full
military funeral, as befitted a
brave young man. Fr. Dick
McCarthy of Rallyhahill per-
formed the wmeligloun eore-
mony, and an oawation was
delivered by one of the Fast
Limerick Brigade officers.
Amongst those in attendance
at the burial was the dead
man's brother, Bertle Scully,
all the way from Caragh Luke
in_Kerry.

In due ecourse the TMast
Limerick men returned home
across country from the
funeral, ful]ly armed; and
when they narrived at the
home of John Lynch st Tan-
kardatown, batwesn Hrures
and Kilmallock, the ides oo-
currad to one of their leadsrs,
Donncha O Hannigan, that in
view of what they had done
thay should form a small per-
manent fighting force that
could devots its whole time
to carrying war to the British
forces who, aguinst the de-
clared will of the Irish people,
held their Jand jn subjectlion
by violence and forge, And so
was born the famous Flying
Column of the Kast Limerick
Brigade, LR.A., the first such
flying column to ba formed
during the War of Independ
ence. A full account of f{ts
forrpation will be found in
the -Xerryman publieation,
Limerick's Fighting Story.

@ NEXT WEEK; Trial and
execntion of a spy.
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NOW TOLD FOR THE FIRST TIME . |

DURING 1919, and up

to the Truce in 1921,
a special effort was made
to perfect our intelligs
ence system. 1 spent
much time in our batally
ion area organising the
intelligence into a near-
perfect one.

From my knowledge of ay-
ailable material, I put f
charge a creamel’y manager {;
unquestionaine integrity 8
Q/C of a company of intelljr
gence officers in each district
in the Battalion area. These
were to report immediately o
any suspicious movements df
enemy forces, and in particular
were to keep a ‘close look out
for suspected spies. In ad-
dition we had tne wholeheir-
ted co-operation of Cumahn
na mBan, and of ‘various c¢iv-
ilians who couid move with-
out suspicion among the mil
fary and police. All strangey
coming into the district wen
closely watched, and thei
movements reported.

At this period (19194620
young men were continuousi
joining our ' Battalion dred
seeking refuge. They cam
from various counties, wer
“on the rupn”, and had mbve
from company to company.

They were usuaily vnuche%l

Hew

TR I G

for by officers of their respec-
tive areas, but It was an ar-
rangement that carried defin-
ite risks of infiltration by the
enemy. It happened, in ﬁ\c(ﬂ.
that in this way 4 dangevou
spy inflitrated our own ranks.
It took some months belors
this was discovered. I
My first contact with this
person was late in the aut-
umn of 1919. He hrought with
him credentials that convin-
ced all the LR.A, officers in
West Limerick and Eas
Kerry of his genuineness as
an I.R.A. man on .the iun
from his enemies. He was [in-
troduced to me by my O/C
by a name that was subse
quently found to be fictitious
and so I shall refer to Nin
as “A” for the purpose of LhiuL

, ALCOHOLICS |

ANONYMOUS i

If you want to DRINK —+
that’s your business.
If you want to STOP —

that's our business. |
Tel, 44143
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narrative. He 'said he was
from Co. Tipperary.
seif and two officers of ‘my
cdmpany were his companions
from .then on in the activ-
itles in which were engaged,
generally raiding for arms. On
one such oceasion, when we
encountered strong opposition,
1 noticed that “A"” was very
aggressive and brandished. his
revolver.

y | - L]

Suspicion

| .

'He stayed in m yhouse for
approximately one |month
(late - 1919), and was then
taken to Knocknagoshel, and
from there to a district ad-
joining Castieisland. Prior
to his  departure he joined
in a lunch offered by a
kindly priest at an Abbeyfeale
hotel. s

{Here “A" surprised me by
taking rather too much spirits,
a! thing foreign to the habits
of IRA men on the run. He
also engaged in a flow of very
ups table conversation, espec-
idi in the presence of so
8
and succeeded in bringing our
meeting to as early an end as
pvs:fible. But no suspicion as
to “A's¥ real rolg ever enterad
my mind. I was to meet him
again in the spring of 1920, in
ugmplcluly different clreum-
stances.”

Barly in March, 1920, our in-
telligence received informat-
joh that led to the arrest of
“A” as a suspected spy. He
was at that time living amgng
IRA famillies in. Kerry. I 'was
notifled 'by the Brigade 0O/C
I:}talligenee, to be prepared to

find accommodation for "A"
and to keep him under strict
guard, hight and day. Need-
less to say, I felt somewhat
put out at meeting him again
in| this manner. Four senier
oflicers of ISast the Keiry Brig-
ade brought him to West Lime-
rick on aznight in March 1920.
On receipt of the. information
that had led to his arrvest they
nhad searched him, and were
astonished at finding a large
su of money hidden. in a
pocket under his afmpits’ They
alsg. found on him documents
w:lﬁgj; n in'cede, which they
were | unable to decipher,

On arrival of the prisoper in
gw‘;e‘t Limerick he was lodged
and , closely guarded in ja re-
farmhouse occupied by

an old lady and a farm work-
mpan, neither of whom had
great welcome for us:. -~ Ou
Brigade O/C and vice O/C an
other officers, including Sean
Hogan of Knockiong Reoscue
fame, came to see the prisoner
next day and questioned him
at; length, and discussed’ what

I my- .

{?tly a priest. I felt disgusted *

YR A S T T WO A
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should be done with him. I
was arranged that he shoul
be courtmartialled. The ¢ourt
martial was to'be made up of
the principal officors of th
'Brigade staff, together witl
some senior officers from th
Hast erry Brigade, and 4
Sinn Fein TD, then on the rwr
in the area.

The magpie

Acting on imstructions,
made arrangements with the
occupants of . another farm
house living nearby Lo providg
1iheir sittingreom for the courf
which was to be held thére, I
togk some, days before the
court was ready to sit. In thq
meantme the prisoner acted as
if nothing of importance wasg
happening. We all tried to ac
naturally, as naturally as we
could in the strained circum
stances. “A"” got ample supplies
of cigarettes; we played eards
with. him, and actompanied
him on walking exercisese out
side the house. He seemed caln
except for one little incident.

This' incident - Was caused
by a. magpie which came
each morning and perched
on the window ‘sill ‘outside
the bedroom where “A™ ‘slept)
The magpie would persist-
ently. peck away at the glass
of the window in the edrly
morning .light.- “Do you
know,” said “A” to me, referd
ring to the 'magpie's strange
behaviour, "“I dont like it
and it portends no good.”
Stranger still, the magpie
came to the window only

while “A" slept in the house.’

The day of the trial even-
tudlly came. Of the seven
oflicers forming. . the .court)
one was selected ' to act in
“A's" defence; another ' was|
selected as prosecutling officer]
The prisoner sirenously . dend
ied that he was a spy who
had  Inflltrated the . I.R.A.

'
-

execution of

After several ‘nout}s delibera-
tion, no verdict \Vaa reached ;{
but the court decided to sit
again if any new evidence'
rshould come to light, There
was of course the matter of
the documents in code, Here
the prisoner gave us no help;
andskept a shut mouth. I sup-
pose if we were bad enough
to have tortured or terrorised
him he, might haye spolen,
bhut siich were not our sifet-
hods,

Execution

The court oflicers decided to
send the coded (dcuments to
the LR.A. staff headguarters
ire Cork. There, on the docu-
ments heing deejphered, it
was established: beybnd all
doubtithat »A"” was an enemy
arent engaged in espionage.
When coniirmation . of
reached West Limerick, it
was -arranged to call the'
court together amgain. Mean-
time, “A” secmed. to be getting
more and -more restless. This
was particularly noticeable on
an occasion when only. one
guard had charge ‘of him.
The surprising thing is that
he didn’t suddenly try to over-
power the guard and make a
holt for it.|

The unanimous vervdict of
the court on its second sitting

was {hat “A” was. guilty, and

he ‘was‘ sentenced fo death
by firing squad. The execution
was to be ‘carried ont in the
early morning hours of the
next day, Scouts and guards
-were placed in a wide circle
round the lonely field where
the execution was ta take
place, With few Tfeelings of
sorrow I now saw the pris-
oner being driven -off in a
pony and trap between two
guards. Fully realising now
his terrible predicament, and
+isibly trembling, he clutched
his rosary in his hands, Near
the place of execution, a
priest heard his confession;
'‘thén he shook hands with his
exctutioners and admitted his
gxlme.

Returning In the early
‘hours of.the merning, the two
guards tumbled into the bed
4in which the executed man
had slept during his imprison-
ment. As they were settling
down to sleep, thes front door
gave a very loud bang as a
result of a sudden gust of
high wind. Immedlately they
Jumped out of bed, holding
drawn revolvers; startled by
this unexpected alarm, and
ready for the worst, It was a
folse alarm of colrse, but it
underlines the frightful ten-
sion |undar which men lived,
evep Islept, at that time
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vorkiné' in your
icadam to you.

, drives, tennis

‘ull details con-

LTD.

Cattle Holsts,

'y lﬁ*vgiene :

‘ho

he +m E
" e/

aympa.thiﬁers o ou
the side-walks,
them as| they

"culen Some-
thing had to done

about it.

it was agreed by| the Bat-
talion Staff that Jignmy Col-
lins, Vice Commdt.,dng my-
self should . approach| one |of
the Tan patrols on |one |of
their periodic roungld. . One
evening, in fear and {repidat-
ion. We approached patrollof

Tans and R.I.C — aljout eight
in number — as thpy moved
down the main stre¢t. We
carried small arms Hidden un-
der our coats, and were cov-
ered by a party of
who strblled down

ite side of the street,
tered so as not to 4
tention. There was
lighting then in Aj
the only light being|
of paraffin lamps
weakly through shoj

Listened

As I accosted the| dgfficer of

B oppos-
ell acat-
tract at-
o public
beyfeale,
he light
glowing
indows,

THerg T

the patrol, an R.I.C| hergeant, legiance to the Republie, -

they stopped in a |spmewhat In this final extract from m

irresolute manner, | trowding Memoirs T haven't space to tell
around . their officer |as they of the prog of the Civil

listened to our convqrpation, I War in West Limerick, or of

stated what our bugigess was, the activities "and engage-

and didn't mince mly words, ments in which I took part. My

ahout the gonduct of their pat~ account of my rience’ in

rois on'the street, saying that various prisons as a Republi-

if they persjsted in fheir /be~ can pristner have likewlse to

haviour gome of | his 4-_1&:1 -

would probably be [shot, &

listened towhab.I had to say,

as he looked a&iﬁnd' apprelen-

sively at his bunch of danger-

ous men. He was npt| too sure

of their reaction to my ac-

cusations as they ghuffled ar- ¢

ound uneasily with thelr weap- ‘o i
ons, , .
. Giving an assurarce that my |- u l esu s
complainty weuld' bé¢ consid- ¢

ered by his superior officerjthe |- a0 | E

sergeant and his men maved
off in the direction| of their
barracks. At thelr feparture
Jimmy Collins. apd mygelf
breathed more fre¢ly; all the
“time we had realised
ger inherpnt in ou
confrontation with | t|
After that ﬁh.lngu &
in Abbeyfeale, and =

r abrupt
he patrol.
t quipter
n ungasy

ur men . a Captain in that Army,

THE MOSSIE HARNETT MEMOIRS

lmprlqdnmeni

| .
Early in the fateful yéar of
1923 ourqpm:plu were  apilt
hopelessly asunder, a
orerunner of worse to come.
This was reflected in our area
and in the towns of West
Limerick - ‘as elsewhere in
the country—as two distinet
armed forces wers in occup-
fition of different buildings. In

o

June, 1822, things looked very
serious, open conflict seem-
ed each dhy nearer.

One day I was visited by
Brigade Officer Michael Keane,
who had command of the Free
State Forces in Wesat Lime-
rick. He was, accompanied by
1 3
native of East Limerick, and
former member of the HEast
“Limerick Brigade Flying Col-
umn. Keane lnvited me into
Moloney’s Hotel, and: we had
refreshménts, We also had
an earnest discussion on the
existing military and pelitical
situation, [followed by an invi-
tation to join the Free State
Army, with the promise of the
rank of Commandant.. I de-

« clined, and still_gave -my al-

Truce, civil war,
then my rel

 cile Today he |

MOSSIE. HARNETT, a
native of Knockhadiha,
Tournafulla, was an offi-
- cor in the lrish| Volun-
teers. He played
ive part in the
Independence in
Limerick, Later
ved as.a mem
Limerick County
ves’ in

Dun Laoghaite.

T

to
| vidly Te-
member the filthy condition of
the cells and corridors and the-
smell from the fllghy idvatories.

| In October we wers [removed
to Dublin, and spent jour first
night in

e grim by le of
Ireland, u:Kllgalnha Ve Wa
were crowded six info a cell,
cells with stone floprs that
| were ice cold. Nexti day we
were moved to Mounfjoy. In
January we wers moved to the
Curragh.

Disease

_ Disease struck ug during
the spring. Many | suffered
chest ailments. One fine young
.man, Commandant| Owen

_‘O'Brien, from Castleconnell,

developed pneumonia/and died

in our I equate hospital. As

2 result of widespreqad illneas

involving all the prisgners, our

medical staff carried out an
inspection of all oyr under-
wear, some of which they con-
fiscated and burned|in large
incinerators. When the
weather began to gel warmer
lice spread all over the ground
in the wicinity of' the' toilets

,and made life a mis
in bed or out of it
experience is a hard leducation

for :anyone; but to |suffer in

prison as victims of
as we did, had
humiliations, since wp suffered
at the hands of our fellow
countfymen.

Those of us anxio

Irish got the use of| 2 vacant

26, 1977

. prison-
ase

hut for that purposs. Our
teacher was the famous “Sean
o' Chota,” and we made ve
progreas under him, an
ére able to converse in Irish
before we were released,

ne
-of the p‘el.t lgves of "igan
a' Chota's" a pint of

life was
orter, “No woman,” Sean
uid say,. “can ever take the
place in my heart that I have
for my dark pint”

"Talented

In our camp wa had men
from the four provinces, am-
ongst them native Irish speak-
ers from the Gaeltacht arem.
The hut I was domiociled in
bhad some talgnted men: the
gentle poet, Joseph Campbell
(Seasomh ~Mac Cathm
author of Gilly of
Christ” “The Ninepenny
Fiddle"; ete., from Laccandara,
Co. Wicklow; Bean O Tuama,
member of & talented Gaelic
!umll{-fmm Cork; Sean Moo-
ney, Vice 0/C Dublin Brigade;
Peter White (our hut r)s
another very talehted man; Dr.

.~ Liam Shortis, Ballybunion, etc.

Our company also included
Jack Staunton from RBallina.
He was a fine young man, over
six feet in height, and power-
fully built. He was captured
near the Tyrone border after
a fight with Free State Forces.
Before that he had been a
member of the RIC, and at
the time. of the Treaty was
stationed at Dungannon Bar-
ratks. The irony of his case
was that shortly . after the
Treaty was signed, when Mich-
ael Colline was actively engag-
ed in sending men and rifles
to mount an offensive against
the British in the occupied

part of Ulster, contact was es-’

tablished with Jack Staunton.
This resulted In the ecapture
of Dungannon Barracks, to-
gether with 'a considerable
store of rvifles, grenades and
ammunition.

Release began in the winter
ter of 1928, One morning I
heard my own name called.

1 was taken to Kildare rail-
way station ‘and there given
a ticket back to Limerick.
Thers is 830 much more I would
like ta tell about those now
distant days and afterwards,
but here must reluctantly
write “Finis.” My very sin-

- core thanks to the Limerick

Leader for having published
tl;mne extrtot? from my Mem-
olrs,

Feite Luimni |
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FOLLOWING ‘are the malniing
unior vocal competitions of Feile L

Riliott, St. Patridi’s Girls®
N.8.; Kathleen Ph

Amhranlocht sonpir, buach-

ailli, 11-18: 1, Tol O Con-
bhui. Scoll na [mBraithre,
Rathluire. .

Corn Ul Rio , boys open
solo; 1, Faul

8chool of Music.

nior vocal

Doon, Co. Limerick.

Plano duet' (under 18) —3,
Marie Walsh and Niamh
Lyddy, SBchool of Music.

Brass, gri 3 — 1, Gerard
Cantilion, ool of Music;
b . BT 58, 2, Dermot
Phelan, do, |

Ensemble ‘rll\villl—l. Fran-
cls O'Donne uartet, School
of Musle! 77& Parrott, do.
~ Woodwin ade 3—1, Owen
Madigan, School of Music; 3,
Rg;y McMahon, do.

oodwi -g‘lla.de 58 — 1,

Patrick 0O° ‘nnor.; 8chool  of

Music.

Woodwind, grade 3—1, John
Allen, Bphoo‘(o! Muslo; ﬁ, John
Parrott. i i s
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The follo
sulta:

1, Binead
Scoil Na Ss
Nic Conmar

1, Deirdr
Scoll Mhuh
2, Elaine. N

1,” Laoist
Scoil Na_ S:
Spillane, B¢

1, Sinea
Scoil Mhui
2, Lorraint
Mhodh Scol

1, An MI
Mhodh Scoi

T, Maire N

1, Siobht
Cnoc na Le
Bhuacalla,
Mhaolchath

1, Eibhl
Cnoe Na L
Bruadair,
Rlion, Luin
Ni Ulginn,
T, Brid N
Rion, Lu
Lowe, Ard
Luimneach
Ghalrbhi,
ras; T, Gn

1, Maev
Scoll M
neach; 2, &
3, Maire I

1, - Aine
Scoil M
neach; 2, ¢
do.; 3, i’-‘lr
eide, -do.;
ran, do;; ."
aird, do.

1, Malre
Cnoc Na
Nic Annal
Bhullbh, d

1, Malirt
Scoil Ide
Briain, do
nain, J.F.¥

1, Deird
Scoil na S
Ni Mhure
Ni Bharas

1, Rion
Scoll na
Ni Gheal
Toirbhirts,
Michells I

iseach.

1, g‘tohh:
Ide; 2, Fic
Cnoc na I
Ni Dharsa
T, Maire
Tracy Ni

1, Miche
Ide; 2, Tt
8, Fergus
Micheaj C

1, Elona
Toirbhirte
dre N1 BI
iseach: 3,
do.; T, }
chadha, *
Sr. Seasm
Mhaistir,
T, Catriox




