The Brutal Murder
of Dems 0'Donovan

(By WILLIE W. GLEESON)

HAT must rank as the most
blooded murder, perpetuate
Crown, throughout the Anglo-Irish War,

rutal, callous, cold-
by Forces . of the
1919-21,

took place in the otherwise peaceful County Limerick
village of Castleconnell, in April, 1921.

On that occasion, in the pub-

lic bar of the Shannon Hotel,
which overlooked |the main
street, three members of the

Royal Irish Canstabulary, dres-
sed in civilian attire, were re-
galing their thirst, after having
previously cyeled frem Newport,
across the Tipperary border.

At the same time, three mem-
bers of the Auxiliary Force (mil-
itary), alsgin civilian dress, were
approaching the hotel. On ob-
serving the thlee civilians, whom
they believed to belong to the
I.R.A, immediately o¢pened fire
on the “enemy’”.

Killed

Sergeant Hughes, R.I.C., was
killed outright. Constable Mor-
rison wag next ‘to| fall, and
though fatally wounded, sent a
bullet through the corner of the
window pane, and which found
its fatal mark through the eye
of *Captain Pringle, | who was
peeping in. The third member
of the RI.C. and the two other
“Auxies’’—one of wham was the

notorious Captain Nathan — es-
caped unscathed.
On  hearing . the | shots, a

group of auxiliaries raced up the
sttdeet in a, Llossley tender-and
without bothering | to investi-
gafe the cause, plastered the
hotel front (doors and windows)
wifh machine-gun fire.

£

Rhshed

Dismounting, they next rushed
the building, seized the pro-
prietor, Mr. O’Donovan, whom
they took to the rear|of the pre-
mises where, after charging him
with harbouring rebels, forced

ICHMOND R.F.C.

1al General Meeting will

ace at the Parkway Motel,

nesday, May 26, at 8 p.m.

rs and intending mem-
vited to attend. (

M. G. MOCRE,
Hon SeFrPtary
[(22-24¢)

him to face the wall, after which
they shot him to death, in the
presence of his wife and four
children: May - (133), Dermot
(12), Donal (10) and Una (5).

Mr. O'Donovan, who was 46
when he died,. was manager of
Lady Wel] Brewery, Limerick
Branch, and was very popular
among all classes.

Ties

Of Fenian stock, his family
ties were deeply rooted in Bru
Ri. he being clgsely related to
O'Donovan Rossa, to whose fun-
eral in Glasnevin in May, 1915,
he was specially invited to at-
tend by none other than Pad-
raig Pearse.

“I.robbed no man, I spilled
no blood, though they sent
me to gaol;

Because - I was O'Donovan
Rossz and son of Gran-
uaille.”

The Castleconnell murders, by
the Auxiliaries, took place; six
weeks rafter Mayor Clancy,! ex-
Mayor | O’Callaghan and Volun-
teer O'Donoghue had been most
foully done to deatn in Limerick
City on the night of March 6.

On the day of O'Donovan's
death, Stephen O’'Marsa, who had
just returned from America to
succeeq ‘Clancy as Mayor, was,
above all places. staying at the
Shannon Hotel, Oh, had the Aux-
iliaries but known—7

Pringle, who was also killed,
is buried in the Soldiers’ Ceme-
tery. Island ' Field, now St.
Mary's Park.

Died

And what of Nathan? Before
he, too, died flighting while sery-
ing with the Red International
Brigade in the Spanish Civil
War, wrote in his memoirs, pup-
lished in a well-known English
newspaper, that he was “an En-
glish Jew, a sadist, homo-sex-
ual, murderer, and a participant
in the.Limerick and Castlecon-

nell shootings "(call them
what you will).
And there ends the  story

which. alas, I remember/ only
to well. i

WHAT THEY
THINK

Jim Sadlier, who played .right full
back on the last Limerlck team to
win a National Hurling League in
1948, says: “Tipperary are & tough
proposltlon in a final, but'Y think
Limerick have now the confldence
and ability to win.)” |

Jim O'Brien, the left-corner - back,
interrupted his daily farm chores:to
tell us that: “It will be a close
game,

and Limerick have a 50/50
chance.”




