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LIMERICK 1S PROUD.

]']‘ WOULD APPEAR that there are some who woyld

like us to believe that Limerick is a city to be
ashamed of . a city of poor housing, gross unemploy:
ment dnd slave labour. 1t has been said thal ours is &
cily of conservatism and intolerance. Such statements
are completely without foundation and it has now been
showa to the people of Ireland just how the sincere
efforts to safeguard and improve the lot of our citizens
can be twisted Lo suit the aims of those who wish te
harm the good name of Limerick and whose wish it is
to sow the seeds of unrest in our midst, )

=

[T 18 BECAUSE OF this that we pay tribute to the

members of the Citg-v Council who have gone on record
to protest against the unfair atlacks being made on this
city. It was
that anyone could check at the lyeal Labour Exchange
{he true position of unemployment. True,

Councillor Jack Bourke who pointed out

1o ascertain
the enquirer is likely to be referred to Dublin because bf
ridiculous red tape on the part of some officials, but the
information c¢an be located, and this shows guite clearly
{hat Limerick is not badly off. The latest survey avail-
able shows that 1,400 were “signing’ but as Councillor
Frank Glasgow pointed out maay of these were, in fact,
over the age of 65 and in retirement, and were “signing”
only to avail of their stamps—not Lo seek work.

O e |

. |
|T SHOULD BE NOTED that the actual number avail:
~able for werk at the Labour Exchange is not more
than 300. There is no mass unemployment here. Where
housing is concerned, the records show that Limerick
is among the foremost in this country, and our Corpora-
tion and City Council ean be proud of their efforts. We
know of no slave labour, and we do not believe it is in
Limerick. The Irish Transport and General Workers'
Union and the various other unions throughout the
area do their work well and while there is the occasional
strike, Limerick's industrial relations will not be found
wanting. Ours is not a decadent city. Indeed, as. was
pointed out at the City Council meeting, Limerick is the
only area in this country to show an increase in its
population of ten per cent . .. and to make matters even
hetter, we have a growing economy which is certain to
make Limerick and the Shannen Region the most thriv-
ing areas in this country within the near future.

It WOULD APPEAR that there are some who would
have us believe that to support Christianity in the
Ireland of the 70s is something to be ashamed of. We
condemn this way of thinking. There is every reason
to be proud of our Redemptorists in Limerick and the
Arch-Confraternity. Few will attempt to deny that their
work for the social and spiritual hife of this area can
never be honoured enough. If Christian principles do
not permeate the social and economic lives of certain
sections of Limerick, the fault cannot be placed at the
{eet of our Redemptorists or at the feet of any of our
clergy. It has always been the policy of the Limerick
Leader to uphold everything that hase beenfor the good
of our local community and for the traditions of our
way of life and we are proud of the fact that we have
always supported any organisation or individual who
have worked for the advancement of better living stan-
dards for all our people. We will continue to do this for
limerick—a city of which we arc proud and we make
no apology for our stand. t

A SWIMMING POOL

’.’l"HE BIG STORY of the week-end was the announce-

ment that Limerick is to get a heated indoor swim-
ming pool. We are told that the cost will be £125,000
and that it will be of Olympic standards. The dateline
for the realisation of the dream of so many Limerick
people has been given as 1972. It is our sincere wish
that the dream will come true. It can come true and it
is up to the people of Limerick Lo make sure that it
does. It will call for the support of every man, woman
and ‘child who feels that there is a need for such an
amenity in this important city of ours.

WE PAY TRIBUTE TO-Mr. John Jennings—the man
behind this wonderful enterprise.  He expressed
himself in no uncertain manner when he pointed out
that if the people of Limerick will not do it no one else
will. We agree with hini on this point. The provision
of a swimmitg pool in Limerick has been the subject of
discussion for too long. The late Donogh O'Malley as
Mayor of this city did his best ta bring about the
realisation of the dream, He failed , . . through no
fault of his own. Now Mr. Jennings has promised that
when he says something, he will do it, We sincerely
hope so and we hope that Limerick will support him.
e ———E [
JT WOULD BE A tremendous achievement if we ca
bring this about. We belicye we can and we appea
to our readers to give John Jenn,ings:everé suppert. He
and his committee will be appealing to the public f
that support. They deserve it in every way. It will b
more than just a swimming pool . . . It will be a spo
centre, People seem to overlook the important fac
that a swimming pool is more than a recreation cm
. Tt is a means of saving lives by teaghing
and girls how to swim. e tragedies caused hy drown-
ing have been all too numerots in Limerick, John
Jenvings can change this heartbreak withjour support
... Do not spare it. The ambition is too great, |
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TA PLAIC togtha ansco
i geuimhne ar Mhic-

heal O Scannlain, agus is
maith i

ann i, A bhfuil
scriofa ar an bplaic seo
beidh se |e leamh ag na
daoine a [thiocfaidh inar
ndiaidh, .agus teaspain-
fidh se do na daoine sin

cen mead mor bhi ag
pobal an ;heantair 8€0 AT
Mhicheal | O Scannlain.

Ar ndoigh, bhi an meas
sin tuilltelaige. Fear brea
uasal ab ea e, ingach aon
tali.

Ba de thagail Ghallbhaile e
agus thatinig =e anseo ga Cill
Mocheallog | 1916 mar mhuin-
feoir | Heall na mBuachallli
Muinteoir den chead scoth ab

ean P, A c_:whnlzh inas chuid
faltal  fea rn[m-hw IR ARUS
don Ghapilge: thulg se,

mhr ar thpig sarfhir uile na
Eliine sin, na heardh aon nals-
Iun Eireannach ann gan an
Ghaelige, rl f

Chualgh | se =nn hOglaigh,
agus toghadh ina cheannfort
aan Chead Cathlan de Blivio-
aid O ir) hear [uimnigh
Gabhadh & agus tugadh ina
phriosunach ¢ go Luimneach
ar an 27u |Deireadh Fomhait
1820, Dhein = [arracht arn
raliy ona nqulmluln‘ ach =eaatl-
lamhachadar

|
Nior deinpadh denimad
rlnmh ar Mhicheal O Scann-

Iain | gedantar Chill Maoch-
eallog AZUS AL ehruthu
ambaln ag.xin o agminn an
phiaic =eul a nochtrdh anseo

innkn e h?i.-: Beoil na mBuae-
hailll. Taap-chreidinint ag  dul
don (reany dilix sin achinnar
an  bhplalel A el =nns. Go
geuiti Din‘n =aothar leo, agus
%o dtigg LT suaimhneas
tarrmi nlu{‘ anam Mhickit U

agus  do  AnRAm-

Seannlain,
nacha na fmarbh eo leir Cuaki
has ar son na hEireann

Aa 1 have already said In
Lrish, very much credly is due
to’ that small devoled hand
centred  Here .In Kilmallock
wiho havel- had this hilingual
plague ergeted lo the memory
of Michael Seanlan. I was the
same group who: had the
plague to |Liam Scully srected
A few viears ago-on the site of
the old RIC barracks.

And It |Is the same group
who, for conaiderable num-
ber of _\w_{x:r.-‘ have 1heen oar-
ing [for (the graves. of the
patriot dead In Kllmallack
churchyard. Molaim jad as a
ndlograis| agus as a ndil-
seacht,

Michael Scanlan was a Gal-
hally mlq‘ and a schoolteacher.
He c¢amel here ola Kilmallock
In 1416 tp teach in the local
Boys' Prinf&ry School. ,
Sturongly natlonaliatic in out-
look, he jpined thy Volunieeis:
was artested and conveved to
Limerick| on Oetober 27, 1020.

BEDdW‘ WE PUBLISH THE FULL TEXT OF AN ORATION BY MANNIX JOYCE ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THE UNVEILING AT KILMALLOCH OF A PLAQUE COMMEMORATING MICHAEL

in memory of the Feoian #l-
tack on the policy barracks
A3 vears before

Op the night of March 18-20,
Tomas. Map Cuitain, lLgrd
Mayor of Cork, was mur
by British ("rowi Farcis

On the night of Apri) 3pd
137 police barpacks in variqus
parts of Ireland were bursjed
by the IRA, Seviepleen of the
harraiks were in Limerck

Ballylanders

(On Apeil 26th  Ballylandjs
Police Barrpcks was attached
and ecaptured by the LRJA,
the actual attacking pagly
being commanded by a Kl
mallock man, Sean T, O Rior-
dan

On April 28th six creanjor-
ies along the Limerick-Tipger-

ary bhorder were burned |by
British Fortes,
On  May 28th Kilmallpek

Police Barracks was attacked
and desteoyed by the LRLA,
under Sean Wall, The acfual
assault was led by Tomas Mal-
one (“Sean Furde"). Tm [the
atwck the TRA  lost
Scully, and'the police loat
geant Ileane and Constgble
Maoreton,
‘On June 4th the first Blpck

And scorned the foeman's
frown
Oh, they were the
conquered,
brgught  an
down;
The Loeal ‘Elections for
Limotick. held in June, 1820,
tesulted in the election of @
pre-dominantly Sinn Fein Co.
(‘ouncil. Among thosc electied
were the (ollowing, from thi=
part of Limerick: Sean Wall
nf Bruff, whp wWwas unaii-
mously chosen az chalrman af
the gpew Couneil, John A
Lynch, Kilmalloek; John Crar-
witeh, Ballyshane, Kilfinanc:
Liam P, Manahan, Ballyl
dora: Sean T. O'Riordan, Kil
mallock: William Quane, Tae-

men who

And Empire

kindapragh. Angleshoio: Mich-
a¢l Ryan, Ballinamona, Hos-
phinl; Eamon Roche, Biuree,

Newcastle West

On the night of July
X stle Wesl was 38
Black and Tans and n

1Tth
ol

{ary. They fired indiscrimately
up and_ down the strects
<mashed windows, and scl i

number of bulldings on fire
On July 23rd, two Crossiey
tenders filled with Black and

He madu a dash for freedom,
was pursued by his capiors
nn_? morfally wounded,

hat, hrigfly, is the
story of the man to whom this
plagie has been unveileg) to-
day, lerd on this pillar at’the
entrance| to this flue new
Boys' Primary School

It is sminently fitting that
the plagyge should be sited be-
side the|schaol, for much of -
the-great work done hy Mich-
ael Scanian was done in -the

® QUOTE: Unarmed though he was,

his . pursuers poured

bullets

a fusilade of

inte him.

schoolrogm  in |~ Kilmallack
whcre h¢ sowed in Uhe hearts
and minds of his pupils the
=eeda of| nationality \l‘bd love
of country. L]

) And 1 lmight remark that he

is In gdod-company bn this
pillar, for on the pillar sur-

mounting the plague that
bears hig name, is another bi-
lingual |plaque bearing the

names of Bishop Patrick 0O
Hely of Mayo and Fr. Conn
O HRourke, OFM, of Breifne,
who were martyred on  the
mound |ealled Crochia, here
heside the school grounds, in
the year 1579. And that other
plaque also bears the name of
the greal Geraldine leader.
Mac Muiris mhic an
James Fitzmauorice
Fitzgerald—a man who, in his
day, fought valiantly for Irish
freedom, and whose dead pody
was quartered above the gates
of ‘Kilmallock in the same
vear that Bishop © Healy and
Fr O Rourke died on Crochta.

Privilege

Therd are some people pre-
sent here today who had the
rivilege of Knowing Michael
Scanlan. But: very many of
you—parhaps the majority of
you—were not even born in
that tetrible year of,1930, the
vear tHat claimed. the life of
Michae| Scanlan, and the lives
of many others like him who
were engaged inthe fight for
treedom.

For fthat reason T -would
like toltaks your minds back
50 vesrs by recalling for you,
for just a feyw moments, some
of fhe| events, events heraic,
and events tarrible, of that
hlood-drenched year, when
Irishmpn fought, as never be-
fore, to frec themselves from
the irén grip of the British
Emplire. "

Ty Is jagaingt the baekground
of thede events I would like tu
et| the amcrifice of Michael
Scanlsp.

On_January 14, 1820, Lime-
Cily elécted ‘s Sinn Feln
Gorpotation and on Janjacy
40th that Corporation unanim-
¢hose an Mavar of
Timerfck the Siny Fein nom-
Dueagsl 0 oalagtan

ttie, :

8tk the ouilawed
the Repubilic was

y frony the Nat-
llnl'ln Kilmallock

and Tans were scen on fluly
on the streets in Limefick.
And about the same time |Ire-
land's first Flying Colump of
the ILR.A.—the East Limgyrick
Brigade Flying Column —|was
established.

The ldea of forming sufh a
Column came to two [oast
Limerick fighters, Donncha O
Hannigan and Patrick Claney,
&s they marched back [rom
Liam  Scully’s funeral| lo
Johnny Lynch's of Tankards-
town, in which house the first

recruitment for that |first
LR A. Flying Column |[too

place.
They marched from Scilly's
funaral
By Glin to Tankardstown,
The men who in our [free-
dom| fight
Won fame and high rerown,
They came with arms in
their hands,
And marched
and, frec,
And Johnny Lynch he
them stay
"Till they would rested |be.

right proud

bade

In Lynch's house where| Fen-
ians stood
The dating plan Loak shape,
Those meén whe marched to
Tankardstown
Together now they'd stav;
A fighting force ne'er tp dis-

A wholstime force whaold be

The first Flying Column of
them all

In our Irish history.

Hannigan he was thert that
Ay,

From ’naar old Galtesmore.

And Crowley Tadhg and
Murphy Tam,

And Howard who fearied no

ae}

With @'Donnell, Clancy.
Tabin,

And othevg loo Leside,

ThHey were Ireland's] st
Iwing Columin,

And  Lim'rick's love and
pride’

Oh, they fought at Crange
and Emly,
Shralerla and Dromitfen.
And a5 well near Ann.cgﬂrl_\-.
And down near famed Bru-

TES:
Io.ick Ly and Kl&\‘}hrra ,:
38 wears nlaces too,
Whe 13\-3- u'gmek their
_blows untiring
And proved to Iraland true.

Wheraver the fight was TAE-

ng
And c&;;th atood furking
'I‘nuregu'ln men of the My-
Ing: Coliumn,
Howed how to dave gnd die
hey mat the Tuns nd the

“Auxies”,

Tans drove lnte Kilmalloek.
Behing one of the lorvies, AR
Imsh Uricolour trailed in the
dusat.

Leaping from then lovries,

the Tans assaulted and beal
evaryhody they found on the
atre -
They went into houses. and
smashed furpiture: they loo od
drink, and fired ‘at anything
that moved.

Finally, they
Rdward Street,
hombed and
houses

Two days later--on a Sun-
day morning —the drapery pre-
mises of the famous Crowley
family of Ballylanders were
blown up and burnad by Black
and Tans, who then drove on
ta Carryspillane, where they
burned the creamery.

On the evening of July 39th,
after an ambush aL Bally-
naught, military and Black
amid Tans drove into’ Brures,
hent on vengeance, They shot
dead Thomas Harrls, an in-
valid, and Patrick Duggan, a
schoolboy

The fight for frecdom con-
tined to grow fiercer. Harly
in August, curfew was impesed
in the Rural District of | IKil-

went to Lord
where they
burned  Lwo

matlock, and over most of
South-east and East Lime-
viek,

On' August 14th, Patrick

Lynch, of Hospital, was taken
oup of bis home by Black and
Tans. and shot dead on the
roadzide

On  August  26th  Cleeve's
Creamery at Knocklong., was
burned by Crown -Forces.

On  Scptember 18th, twn
young ‘Abbeyfeale men wers
shot dead by & Black and Tan
as they walked along the road
out of Ahbeyfeale,

Kilmallock

On September 22nd, John A
Lyoch, of: Kilmuiloek, wus
murdered in his bedroom in
a  Dublin  Metel, hy British
Crown Forces:

When his body was brought
back ta Kilmallock, and agiin
on the day af his internment,
in Isilmallock. the Lowy; Ewar-
med with milltary and Black
and Tans,

It was a scens of armed
avroganca. The Crown Forces
steod on the side-walks and
and kept thelr guns trained
all the time on the people
who marched ln the funeral
procession,

On  October 25,
Mac Swinay dled Ui Brixton
Prinon, after & hunger strike
(hal had lasted T days. Two
dgyvs ialer, that i, on Qetlo-
her  27th, the man we vom=
memorate Loday, Mishasl

Tarence |

Scanlan., wag shot by Crown
Fuices in Limerick Clty

On! November Ist, 18-yenr-
old. Kevin Barry, was hanged
in Mountjoy.

Oni November 2ist, the day
we Know ever since as “Bioody
Sundav', 14 British Soctet
Rervice ageénts were shot by
the LR.A. in Dublin

That aflternoen British
Forces ralned shots intp the
crowd attending = football
matéh in  Uroke Park, killing
12, and wounding scorex of
others. =

Amoaong those
Tom Hogan, a young 1 RA.
man from Tankardstown,
who was viewing the match.

On December 10th, Limerick
ity and County, mnd mom of
Munste:, was pul under Mar-

killed wks

tial Law,
Bur the 1L.R.A. continued to
strike, apd that December

they ambushed Britixh Farcea

At | Glepacurrane: knd  the
Cross of the Tree
Limerick

K, the vear endeg

ed 8

damee in Crhergu ore, on
Itecember  26th. Cabergullin-
mnre House, where the dance
wag  beihg WRS i
rounded by hundred- of mil-
itary, who immedigiciv began
b he bullding

Eive 1.LR.A. men were shot
dratl

These were some of Th
evnnts  af that  vear 1920
{frent men and hm men

that year
t came: and
ext was Mich
Galhally and

proved  their worth
whyn the
&mong the bra
arl| Scanlan of
Kilmallock. -

Men of the Galtes mountain
coyntry were never ones wil
Hngly to baw te foreign dom
Instion,

The will 1o he [res
their bload chakl
heought that love of
with him when he
Kilmallock

Anid he
tan. . the
lrish. the

was= in
Seanlan
fracdom
came o

e

hrought with hin
lave of all things
ove of our Irish

Ianzuage, our sonRgs out cil-
ture, our traditions, all the
vital things that go 'n make

Irdlamd a nation

From 1he Teague
WAs A DA
[rish Volu

Mae  Swiney
Collins Valera, Brugha
nnd innumerabhis s had
taken., Mlchael Sc Al xOOR

roge to the tank of Commans

the East Limerick

being offiesr in

{ the No Battalion

on he was n

marked man Arrested  hy

British Forces he was con-
veved in oA military lonpy

Limerick. on Oc¢taber 27 182

Jumped
deew up in (voni
Street Police bar-

i lariy
of William
racks

Knowing wejl the treat-
ment he could expeet al thi
hands of his ecapt Michsel
Scanlan  jumped the
lorry and made & gallant da
far frecdom

He =ought sheller in the
hasement of & louse o
Thomas Streel, where he was
found by pursuers.

Unarnwed  though he was
his pursuers poured a fusilade
of hullets inte him

He dJisd s [ew hours later
When hix remains were heing

heought home to his natise
tralbrlly, the funeral was
stoppsd on the putskints of
Limerick City by the British

Farces, who farcibly
the  tricolour in
coflin wag wie

Today, tha speti-
flees of men like Michuel
Seanlan, the tricolour can My

in freedom in 26 of our 32
counties: mad we can gather
here ta honour Michael Scan-
Jan. and to honour, through
him. all the dead who died
4or Ireland. without fear of
interfercnce {rom fany trucul-
ant foreign soldie

But that I8 not 10 say that
fhe dream of Michael Scan-
lan, or the dreami of those
wha rose in Dublin that Fas-
tertide 54 yvoars ago. has been
realised in the full,

That day will nat come
until the tricolour flies ovet
every part of Irveland, flies
pver an lrish Ireland that
will eherish all her children
pqually, and that will bhe
svorthy of all the blood that
wasy shed tiwough the centur-
iex in her cause

Nara fada uainn an la sin!

AT TETTETTTTS.

A tribute

MR. PATRICK Ryan,
11 Fairyfield, Kil-
mallock, who was a pupil
of Michael Scanlan, pays
the following tribute :

“He was a veuy groat Irish-
man. He was xn ilustrious
sun of leelknd,

“I wus & pupll of his. T can
recile many of the poems he
thought us,

“He inspired & love of Ire-
lang &nd = love of lrish his-
tory and Irish tradition in the
winds of his pupils.

“Ha told us of the great
Ivish freedom fighters down
along th b, centuries . the

. thea men of
and, ax he himsall
ussd té say, the gléridys men
of 1816.

“On ons ogcasion, when re-
tarving to the Fenlan attack
on allock RJC barracks,
he mentioned a
O'Riordan of whom & surviv-
ing relave llves "at Falry-
fleld. Kllmallock.

“aMay C(rad be merciful to
the nohla solls of &ll Lhase
who died for Treland™

mep of 1T
86t . .
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