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¢ MHE quiet man” was how a

10 year-old Limerick boy
deseribed Donal Sheehan ‘during
hic shert sojeurn in (Limeriek
shortly -~ bgfore his ill-fateg
journcy to Kerry and a tragic
doath at Ballvkissane Pier on
Good . Friday, 1916, Without
jealising it at the time thi
vouth, now a well known Lime-
Tick ¢itizen, presented; a ‘\-‘i\'itl
and mccurate  picture of this
West | Limerick: . patriot, who
was horn in 188 at . Ballin-
tuhrid, Monegae, only 'a Tow
milos] west, of Newtastle West.
From! his carliestsboyhopd until
hiz iddath at“the age of 30 years,
Daonall, exhibited that jquiet and
unobttusive but genikl person-
ality that was to remajn one
of his| most .notable ! character-
jstTes throughout hisfshm-t life.

WORTHY TRIBUTE

West  Limeriek, - happily; - has
not forgotten Donalls confribu-
vion to. the Baster |Rising. A
representative committee in his
native | Monegae has completed
arrangements for
of a cpommemorative plague
the. littie Parish  Church
which rhe ‘was baptised, The
simple; but none | the ‘less im-
pr v memorial will. he un-
veilod Tas - part ‘of | the Haster
Weok (Golden - Jubilee: celebra-
tions  when people  from - all
parts of ‘the west ‘of the eounty
will, join with the /parishioners
in paying ‘a worthy tribute to
his: mdmory.
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sdpcated first at Killsughteen
Ng#mal School  and’ later” at
the - Gourtenay Schools,  New-

castle West, Donal displayed a
fervent| interest in'the. natignal
and. cyltural - movements -from

his earliest years. While in INgw-.

castle [West be became a keen
sluclvnt! of Irish, and later when
he wernt.to Londen to take up
an appointment as hook-keeper,
he immediately joined . the
Gaelic League. ‘

In the English capital he was
a general favourite amongst his
compatriots. His sincere
patriotism,  fournded on a
thorough ¥nowledge of his

country's history, | was widely
appreciated. Aft¢r the out-
hreak of World War I he re-

and worked
at, Geary's

turnedq to Ireland
for a shori time

the. erection:

‘MgeInerney

Insv}uit factory”  at Alerchants

Quay, Linwerie Diring. his
stay.  in- Limerick-- he  resided
with a Mrs, Hall of Assembly
Mall, also known at the time as
Chédrlotte - . Quay Mars Hal

son, Paddy, now a2 well-known

vietualler in. William - Street,
wes only about ten yeaprs old
al the time, but he remembors

Donal quite wall.”

FATEFUL JOURNEY

Donal ‘had a roem at the top
of |the Hall® house And, ¥
menory servis Paddy, correctly,
he | was .- " tallish gnd  sandy
hdirew.” Qne* thing Paddy has
mo | doubt about that Donal
wak ‘‘a.very quict aman,” and
as @ child Paddy was very fond
of .|him. "It was: Mr. Geary, a
frieng of the Hall family, -who
sent Donal 1o live with them in

' ' -
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is

Assembly Mal) Paddy Hall's

lagt lrecollection of " the quiet
man ! was when he saw him
ledve one evening., 1L was the

Jast he saw of Donal who, with
three comrades, including Tom
Mg¢Inerney. a Iiimerick man, set
ou! on the fateful journcy . that
wds to lead them 16 a  watery
grave oAt Ballykissai.e - Pier.
wag the only sur-
vivor of the four.

. | NO WIRELESS!

;’,rnrlilyﬁ the facls leading. up
to| the trhgedy -were. that, ifler
being reecalled to Dublin; Donal

Sheehan ' and  the three: olher :
men were sent by the Mllitary
Couneil 1o Cahercivecn. Their
mission was to ‘seize wireless
w];npmvnl from the School of
Wireless, conducted at the fime
in| Caherciveen hy a° My Fitz-
gerald The - objective \«‘L 10
bring the equipment

(

to Tralee
Bay and try: to get into (-mem-f.
with the German arms! ship,
the “‘Aud:" In this way i‘t was

LIMERICK LEADER,

|
|
|
I

|
hoped to give direttions ‘te the
commander of the| vessel for n
herthing at Fenit Fier to unload
the eagerly nwml.-H shipment
of arms, |

“lronically, it was .disclosed
later the “Aud” wljﬁ not in fact

equipped with wireless, so that

the . drowning tragedy in which
the three men logt| their dives
did not. materially | dffect the

subsequent course| of 1916 his-
tory, and the final |[disaster thal
befell the arms ship. Contrary
to the yiew expregsed in some
quarters, Domnal aw\ql his "three
comvades - had ' nothing: to do
with the landing -15 Casement,
as ' nobody. was aware. of his
home-coming at lh‘tlimv.

“The  Catholic . Bulletin ™ at
the | time recorded | that “when
Donal Shechan's hody was re-
covered from the ‘L@fuuw River

no one in K‘ilim'glir% itle:n:iE‘md it,

with the result l|F||1l he was
revorently buried [in the local
churchyard angd hig funeral was

attended by the whele countryy-
side.” In view of {He fate that
wds to: befall so nany of his
comrades the - fateful

during |
that followed, it seems
ably safe te zﬁsxumu that
the ““gquict man” from Ballin-

tubrid -would not hve wished it
otherwise. 2 | |
| FRIENDS RI‘I,"\]*Z\IHI',R
Emnl 110\\', filty| ydars later,

DONAL SHEEHAN

his native
tribute that ig
due. Thé
plaque to he
gag Yarish
the simple
seription” in

parish
a long time oyver
commemorative

10

15

crected at Monge-
Church. will
but ‘sighificant

Irish .and Erfiglish:

SATURDAY

pay. a |

hear |
in- |

“Pray’ for the. soul ‘of Donal
Sheehan of Ballintubrid, Kim-
mage Garrison of Oglaigh na
hRireann,. who  was killell in
action during the Easter Rising,
1916 Erected by ohis friends, |
Kaster, 1966.” ]

The memhbers of the Mem-

orial Committee are: Chairman,
Mr. Wm. 'B. Dowling; "Hon
Treasurers, Mr. Ml Cregan and
Mr. Xamon '‘Dore {(Limérick);
Hon. Secrotarvy, Mr.- M. J. Healy
Commitieg: Messrs, J. Cregan
J. Harrold,- J; McCarthy, John
Mulecahy, P: Mujéahy, and Miss
Ita Cregan.

Other Limérick men who took

an dective part in-it Jsing
wore: ‘Tom Clarke (Freeman: of
Limerick), Con Colbert (Athea)
Nied Daly (executed); Jim- and
Matt Flanagan, Killoughteen]
(fon ‘plling, Arranagh, Mone
BaL; i Muicahy, Rathca
hill (sonof 1D Muleahy, Mont
ane); Pat and Jim McNamara,
Knocknaboula, ILoughill; Laura
and .- Nora Daly; Limorick
Kamon Dore,: Glin | (now: ol

Limverick); . Garrett
Newceastle Wesl.

McAuliffe



