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FREEDOM FIGHT INCIDENTS RECALLED

Flying Colum

ITH the War of In
*  its full fury in the
Limerick Brigade of the

ependenge rapidly de
cundmer of 1920, the West
LiR.JA. was forr

- Tuo
" Formation of the tamous |
SmLE R

'.'rf-lu‘lli‘.;g into

d into an

active service unit, with Sean |Finn, 0.C., in command.

wounded  in Bn e g
enemy forces, Meanwhil
eV I.LRIA. aptivities were

3 in | the /
eounty and mbst of
called in a statement
pared by the late My, Amc
an+ {rom which the first instalment
agl { week

In July 1820, the R.1.C. barrs
at Ardagh, whiah had

premises and érowhgrs were Use
in levelling it to the ground,
Arcund the same time an R.1L.C

yman named Masterson, travelling

| revol

in a hackney car to Limerick, was
held up near Sweep’s Cross, three

or four miles from Newcastlel

West, b

sen,

four volunteers. Master-
d | appear, drew his
ore he could open
fire he degd. Newcastle
West pald dearly for the incident
as that night Black and Ta ran
amol in the town and in a night
of terror the local, library and
creamery were burned down,
several hous fwere ransacked in-
nding th
spape
e ol
formed

Weekly Observer
actions of th
Column w
1 in Ablg)
1520. The

made aware
i 1ally. numbered
men who left the
each night about

| & o'c. and patrolled up and down

|

! {he - street from the  barracks to

the Church of Ireland, about a
mile to the South of the town. The
men of the column took up
positions on either side of the
main streal, As the patrol was
approaching the ambush position
one of the attackers, behind 2a
hedge adjoining jong of the houses
in the main street. made a noise
which attracted the attention of
the Tans, who went over to in-
vestigate. Looking 'across the

| hedge they saw] two (armed men
| who, in the circumstances, had

nothing to do l)}xt open fire. One
of the Tans fell dead and as his
colleagues apened fire the attackers
replied but withdrew after a
sharp encounter which lasted about
ten minutes.

Also recalled hy Mr, Reldy was
the ambush of |a train between
Askeaton and Faynes.on February
17, 1921. Having recelved informa-
tion that & number of R.IC. men
were travelling lon, the train to
give evidence in|a_ court case in
Timerick, Comdt] Finn declded to
hold| up the train | ati Borrigone.
One 'member of |{the Hoynes com-
pany; travelled on the train and
after he had given |a_prearranged
signal with. a handkerchief the
jale Con Royle, pf | Rathkeale,
halted - the train & opposite the
ambush positions by, waving a red
flag. ' As soon as the train came

1o~ a standstill,” | Mr. TReldy

|

1S AND

records, “the ememy inside, num-

bering at least twenty, opened fire

| on our positions. Just ithen a Tan

jumped off the traln|on the higher
slde, crawled under® the train
towards the engine, and succeeded
in teaching the cabln| where he
ordered the driver, -at paint of
revolver, to proceed Wwith the train.

| The action had ‘fastefl ten minutes.

We subsequently’ heard that one

Tan was waunded in the enp;n;.;e-f‘

ment."” l
The next Incfdentt of mote re-
counted In the statement was the
engagement which led tp the death
of Comdt. Finn at Bellyhahill in
March 1921, After thfs seventeen

of the Western men wvolunteered |
for gervice in East Limerick under |
Donhchadh Hannlgan, Teaving the |

I

of the then local
i
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#he branch had a.busy and s
Y{actory year since il was formed

Limerick
and Ned C

lumn t
of approxima
Adng in for
he combined colums
Hannigan, after an expec
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| Members of the cast of the
Feohanagh Drama Group who
made a very succes.ful presen-

were billeted in

ely 88 men.

of the Oreen Howards

| to turn up on the road

elwe Galbally and Mitchelstown

(Pn Sunday morning, May I, the
1

reinforcements

“ Knockinagow ™

‘Knockaderry branch had

Two

an aeroplane. Wr
best wie could 1
kept spottin
Taking cover r

the time,
again the main hody of the ¢olamn
ceeeded in making good

ape When the column re
assemnbled wsome time later €
discovered,

well as 1
five of

our

Lime
knowl

Next week’s instalment will |
deal with the historic engage- |
ment at Lackelly, where the
column lost four more men in
an- intensive fight that lastec
eirht or nine hours, and: In
which Mr. Reldy vividly re
calls the moving scene when
the remains of the four men
were buried in the dead of the
night by their sorrow siricken
comriades.

Greene, C.C,, F¥Feohanagh (at
oxtreme left, hack row

successful year |

large attendance
t annual general
Clouncagh-Knock-

imeeting of the

pderry branch of Macra na Feirme
held in the Library, Cloncagh.
Mhe attendance was welcomed by
lithe chairman of the branch,
Denis Alrey.

The outgoing hon, secretary,

Miss Kathleen Wall, in her

annunl report, sald that all the

during the year
wore very well attended and that
tia-

twelve months ago. The c¢lu
membera attended all the loes

i fleld evenings and entered for the
Mz

facra competitions. She con-
ted all who won cups and
and said that the club put

T

|2 1ot of hard work into preparing
| teams for question times, debat
ling, and public speakingi compe

titions. The highlight of the year

was y

the fleld evening on July &
It was & very big undertaking for
a club only just four months old,
but it was most successful and
enjoyed by all both young and
o'd The secretary said ti they
held debates, question times and
other soecial events among the
members of the branch and they
proved most enjoyable. They
sent four members to the Leader-
ship Course which was held in
tha  Shannam Arms, Limerick.
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