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AMOS REID

carefully planped ambush on [the Newcastle West-

A Abbeyfeale Road that was avdrted by
tion of the truce in the summer of|
many stirring incidents during the| War of Independence
in West Limerick, recalled by a s tement |prepared by
the late Amos Reiqy, Rathine, Neweastle West.

the interven-
1921, is amongst the

cidents

Joining the freedom fighters as a engaged | |in deaflly combat nd }
Fianna Eireann scouf in 1917, the anotheér @mbush {vould have joi ed “that when Finn, Hannigsn, Jim ggfﬁesaav:ﬁzée;?m“"‘c;fé Iéﬁlergcﬁug;n :—-Iora:rdanrd i'.'agee(ly ;_;\;{‘4 I
+ 1 x ¥, o B K al 8 5 5, e CO r s
late Mr. Reldy subsequently gradu- the records of the struggle for|in-| Colbert, B man named _Qu"m" f“‘ﬂd ]at the Galtee Mountains, where i:j:l;téll}«" hu?lﬂzhe a:t'to ‘
ated as a volunteer and sbérved with ¢ependehce, but the truce had just| @nother man pamed Jimmy Finn, themwaé%a total I%ﬁStEr‘ﬁmdaPpriG“' two  historic eug?(gnnp nts |
y | & = come into operatfon and the 'res who was: flom Ballylanders, heard Mmately e ey hadn't long | wait until next weel {
the Flying Column 71n' most of ‘:hn: oy handg)hake o s z‘1io dauh%s?é the shoating they left the house in b‘?‘ wait for action, as !n"_?l’a}.! 1921, | i )
major engagements in the East exchanghl of frigndly cbmph‘méms which theyv] were billeted with the.there was plenty of excitement in | (To be continued),
and West of the county. Affer the instead {0f a pitched baitle that|Purpose of | eseaping, The enemy A 2
Treaty he joined the national Army might wéll have |cost many lives, cpened firéd|onl the five men. Sean| ——— -
and retired with the rank of Lieu- : | I i\ Finn was shot dead. Quane was ™ |
tenant This §s but one of thk many| wounded, By| this time the two ®
. cpisodes| recounted | by Amos Reldy | lorries had come to a halt. Jimmy | |
The statement recalls that in the i, a review that|goes back to 1917,| Finn, when Sean Finn , ranl |
summer of; 1821, the North Cork when, h¢|becamel & member of:the| back and collected Sean's rifie and |
and West Limérick Columns of the Fianna,]||Later tha} year he moved | succeeded in |making his pe
LR.A. were amsalganfated, with to empldyment ag an apprentice | under heavy fire. As Jimmy picked |
Sgan Brislane in charge and the carpentdd’ in Galbally, where he|up the r[:-i e, |Bean said te him: | s . L] L ] |
iste Michael Colbert second in jolned the¢ Volunteers, After losing | ‘Carry onl lads, I am finlshed. Sub-! > |
command. his job||becausd of his national|sequently the bnemy went inte the | |
y | # activities| he returned to.Newcastle | fleld and|collected Sean’s body, put ! = |
“It was decided,” the statement West, wheré he joined up with the|jt in one of thd lerrics and refurned |
says, "to ambush a milltary convoy loeal V,ok!}lnteer cpompany under Con | the way| theyl had come, Quane, i , _ =
of l']?ur tmrrltﬁ whiﬁh vélaualzy O'Brien.|| | who had o }?ullct wound in the| LIMERICK Co. Commiittee of Agriculture at its monthly
travelled from ewcastle est to | mouth, and |the others managed to E - 2 B T
(via Abbeyfeale) Listowel. The By thd |end of August, 1820, a|escape. | On the pccasion I was| meeting decided unanimously to ask the Department

very lan
brigade’
the Brig
service
known®
Decemb
column
and by
burned
Newcast

gosllion chosen for the pttack was
etween Barnagh and mpleglan-;
tine, about six miles from Newecastle
West. We took up ppsitions _in
extended formition on| one side,
which was higher than| the road,
the opposite side being more or less
on a level with the road, We 'were
—-all armed with rifles, shotguns and
revolvers. The North Cark Column
had a machine gun. Thp road had
been mined -with beox mines, to
which electric wires al;sch:-d 1o
detonators were connected I do
not know who took chalrge of the
battery, but it was a North Cork
man.”

ge number of men in the
Area were on the run when
ade O/C formed an active
finit, which later became
8 the Fiying Column.” By
r strength of the
had increased to 26 men
this time the Tans had

c:mt: thc‘ l-lheidy home at

e | West.

p 1821 & man' named Kis-
nown Jlocally as Captain
irived from IR.A, Hear-

iin Dublin to promote more
n the area so, as to draw

Early

quarters
activity

some of tHe enemy pregsure off the
North Cprk Brigade. Due to lack
"We Iay in wait for four days” of arms|hnd the terrain of West
the statement continued. “Early Limerickl| he did not succeed in
one morning—it was the 10th July, making a;ny great [impression,
1921—the four lorries passed | Y
towards Listowel. We let them The s tement! also |deals with

the death
at | Bally!
tarlier i

gc with the intention of attacking
them on their way back thal even-

|of Brig;'fde 0/C Sgan Finn
ing, but -they

ahill on| 30th March, 1921,
n the manth, the West and

never retfirned that 1
day,  On the 1ith .lulq‘ 1821, at Xast” Liglerick Columns had been
1215 p.m,, as the min vere being amalganydted and on ' that fatal
removed, the convoy arrived and night the fighters| were billeted over
pulled up. The officer |in charge 8 Wide anea in the Ballyhahill dis-
end his men had . a IOCJ-!-( around. triet. |
The officer walked over tp Brislane, ¢ oAl .
shook hands and, after p word or Two 1grry loads of military and
iwo, drove off again . . |” tans were seen

Newcastld
scouts of
raiged, a

“It api

West | ditection by the
| duty and [the alarm was
el the raiders jopened fire.
cars,” the statement says,
| {

Had the convoy returned only a
matter of hours ~earlien the two
opposing forces would have, heen

p?rosi;ching from
E e

Eilleted dt the upper end of Bally- |
behill village, which was not in|
the direct [route of the [lorries. |
After the, shooting we assembled,a
an old fart,| where we waited until
dark for instructions from Han-|
nigan. He |decided that night to
leave Bdllfhahill immediately and
|took the dolumn to" the Athea
|area .

The decision
result of

cultural scholarship forms
later informed that their
cations had been too late. i

The

| Léter, aftér leaving Athea, Han. |
Inigan called the column together,
| He told them that West Limerick
| Was, not an |drga in which fighting
| against {hc enemy  was possiblo |
owihg to| the [flat nature of the|
country and| the fact that the arca|
| was| so ell gprrisoned He then|
| appealed ;'fox olunteers to :Lr.'c‘m—|
| rany hing back. to Bast Limerick
| and|seventeen of the men. including |
‘Amos Reidy, responded. Michacl |
Colbert was!put in charze of the

men - concerned

ric
Thomas McKeown,
tunately, they wrote to the
Council for theg forms, bu
sent on the Wﬁ'ung ones.

arose when the matter

€Y' Neill,
Amos Reidy| Owen MecAuliffe; .Im\‘
Liston, Jack | Cosgrave, Paddy
Naughton, Bi'ia.p O'Brady (Tarbhert),
Bill | Fitzgerpld (Askeaton), Mick|
Murphy (do)), | Jack Nash (Rath-|
keale), Dan Neville (Croagh), After)|
the |death of Bean Finn, Garrett

‘MecAuliffe| begame Brigade O/C in

not be returned in
Mr, Barrett
not wish fto

tire,
added that
raise

s

use enogugh fertiliser

on your!_POTATOES,

St GAF BEET, MANGELS
AND TURNIPS

was arrived at
2 complaint by Mr. applied for fo
C. Barrett that two very Tespon-
sible peaple who applled far

were g
J. Dore, Headmaster of St. Pat-
s Secondary School, apd Mr.
N.T. [ Unfor-,
Jounty |

agri-
were

appli-

were

Mr. Barrett said that the crux

‘was

referred to Mr. Glegson, the C.A.O., |

date, there was ng point in doing|
80, as the completed forms could

he did
controversial
matters, but he did not think that | in
the applicants were treated fairly.
There was now a possibility that

<¢on-

West Limerjck, and Ned Cregan, some boys would be jeopardised,
QM| I as -far as their future was
Shortly ' after leaving the Woest, cerned.

been

| since

|
|

as

of Agriculture to allow a number of boys in Co. Lime-
rick to sit for the agricultural scholarship examinations
which probably will be held at the end of May.

Mr.

Dore, Mr., Barrett w
ur application

on March 27 and the applicatio:
was received on the
application was made

Council in' error and,

be received the wr fo)
These were returned with a let

T
of explanation and that lefter wWas
taken by messenger to Mr. Glee-
son’s office on the 20th, but no|
new - forms were given fo the|
messenger. Mr, McKeown made &
| similar mistake and he (Mr -
| Tett) took up the matier with the
Co. Counecil. The matter, however
was referred back to the County
Cotineil by Mr, Gleeson, who stated

td

sevanteen! men, who werc: Michael | -'.vlm informed the Co, Council that‘. n his’letter that as the apili-
Colbert, Jim [Colbert, Jimmy Colli as the forms would Have to belgation had been received on the
Denjs Collinjs, | Patrick .J. sent out on the 28th, the closing

‘29“1 there was no point In giving |
out the forms in view of the fdet |
| that they ecould not be posted batk |
lin time,

| Mr. Barrett said that h
that the applications wen
time, although to the wrong
quarter, as a result of which
wrong forms were received, Fort
should be handed, out, if
| sary, on the fing] day because they
could be filled in on the spot Hr-i
| did not think the applicants had
treated fairly.

Mr. M. Gleeson, C.A.0., said that!
he took wup duty 28 years
ago one of the principal jdeas [n
his mind was to further, education |
by every possible means. There |
were very few scholarships then
but these had now been increased
from two or th lo 26 each for
hoys and gir Thé amoufit
allopated for hojarshijps was |
12,600, oul of n total expenditute
of f40,000. That was big nioney

REGULATIONS |

He received a letter fromn Mr. |
Dare, on April 1 and, fd rep
lrlrts'r:mui Mr. Dore that it w
ot {he praetice to give out appfi-

claimed |
madle
|




