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night drilling and to co-operate closely with the troops; to procures :
advance information whenever possible from persons who woul
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be rewarded out of secret service funds;
drilling or for cinema performances likely
search for seditious literature and where
printing machines.

Shortly afterwards a reward of [500 W
giving information as to the landing of 2

On June 15th the cities of Cork and Limerick and the countie§

of Cork, Limerick, Clare, Galway, Kerr
ford, Mayo, Queen’s County, Sligo, Tyrqg
meath were made “ proclaimed districts’

On June 18th certain districts were

Military Arcas” under the Defence of the Realm Act and order
were issued prohibiting the holding of meetings, including fair

’| under the Criminal La\
and Procedure Act of 1887; persons charged in these districts could
be removed for trial to a venue morc cohvenient for the purposed
of the Government and tried by special jury
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restdent Wilson ves .

) son yesterday made it clear w .

for,” he said. : ¥ m clear what we are fighrs

to close halls used for
. . kS b

to causc disaffection; t

O[l 'Uly h als: \; PN }l a é’ 18 1Y [)( cnt o milit
1 e] 1r } q 1w
5 3 5 ctin ds com t tany

authority i ; i
2 taki1ty in Irf:land, issued an order prohibiting “ the holding f
4 ng part in any meetin i ;
| y ps gs, assemblies, or processi i i
14 places within the whole of Ireland.” L instruetions o pube
[ Do pacun the Ireland. Secret instructions were at the
 ied ed to the. police explaining that the order, of coursc
e 5 1‘spor.ts, :ilthletlc meetings, aeridheachta, feiseanna, ctc r
olice in the followin ctive
' g months were cxt ly active i
rendeavouring to st foothall ]
] prevent and break i )
avour : “break up mectings; football an:d
ectings (z)z;chiils,kb.oatmg re-unions, as well as fétes and concerts—-
y begen a dmds, except those for which a military permit
e granti —were liable to attack. The Press lrcportcd
ato : - i
G n or bayonet charges by the police and military duri
§ the month of July. s
% - Ireland “Iyi
govemmmvtv?’s lyll?g under the unfettered tyrannv of a militar
.7 as Dillon declared, while Bonar Law continued to

as offered to any persorl
rms.

, King’s County, Longi: ;
ne, Tipperary and West}

ry. ]
proclaimed as ““ Special

F, h AV4 ]untCCl“ C]]rn na I’IIB’A 3 andg at 1t was 1v [) S 1t < ly 1 [l me I{UIC I
/ n, a H B NpPoss )1( (¢} pl a
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the Gaelic League were all prodaimed

ations; their meetings werc declared illegal; persons attending off
calling a meeting of any of thesc organistaions were liable to prog

secution by a court of summary jurisdiction.
On the same day——Indcpcndcncc Day in the United States
President Wilson, speaking at Washington’s tomb, reiterated

doctrine of justice and liberty, based on:

“ _The scttlement of every ques
of sovereignty, of cconomic arrangeme
ship, upon the basis of the free accept

the people immediately concerned, and not upon the bass -
the material interest or advantage of lany other nation or peope
which may desire a diffcrent settlement for the sake of its owl

exterior influence or mastery. . . .

« .. 'These great objects can be put into a single senten

What we seek is the reign of law, based upon the consent of 1
. g .p . “

governed and sustained by the organised opinion of m

kind. . . .”

Lloyd George addressed American troops on the following day fatimate personal narrative o

operation,

NO m < ¥ E C {
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Or1¢ N CcC f ll l ) y Oorgc ) Nnis &
was that no 1 rm o I I()XDC I{HIL W lllch thC ()()V ernment w 0111(5
1 é’ d ha g '
: C wen ¢ nts (l¢
: dl“lk ()i O ]( n \’V()lll V¢ l)( I € Q oment s cons
ation by Lhc [)C()Pl( ()‘ Il(.Lllld at t}lls tume.

The Iri _ )
| icnIr:;h people were qglfitlly, as far as possible, going their own
y 1srega¥d of p.rohlbmons and decrees, and Sinn Féin m'
u;iotns }(irf%?mscdhdehberate defiance of the military régime ()n1
7 st 4th fifteen hundred hurling matche in Tre
layed in Trel:
n August 15th, hundreds of e estings e nely o
s public meetings were held and
numbers of the speakers who addressed them wbcnt to jail.® o

to be dangerous associ¥

tion, whether of territ
nt, or of political relati
ance of that settlement

i
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Ircland were concentrated on attempting to sefurc arms and ex- The countie i iy
, s of Cork, Limerick, Roscomam Ti
, , common and Tipperary had

plosives, with which the growing force was most inadequately sup- & by this time L e 1o thowe under di
; under it
plied. There were never 'n.early as many weapons as men cager to | Throughout the country the British mili direct military control.
usc them. A secret munitions factory was sct up in Dublin ur.\(.ier intensifying their campaign of Sd miltary éﬂd constabularly were
the control of the Volunteers G.H.Q. Some| attacks on British | The situation in Irehgd raids, suppressions and arrests.
. . . . ana w ;o RPIION I
patrols and barracks were carried out with the object of capturing it seemed that no hope of Peizeffifildlzﬂ‘lmuoadnng a state of war:
i io i settliement 1 :
arms. On March. ?oth, Volunteers Qf the Duyblin Brigade seized | Peace Conference responded to the Iris! ient remained, unless the
arms and ammunition from the Collinstown Aerodrome; a month| wtives of the great powers in Pari r;m appeal; but the respresen-
: ers in Paris had so far giv
ad so far given no heed to

later Volunteers raided the Constabulary Barracks at Araglen in} Ireland’s claim
County Cork and cleared it of arms and amm Wnition, having over

powered the guard.

The Volunteers had ge
possible and there were no casualties on cith
but elsewhere men were killed on both sides| Patrick Gavap was
shot dead at the British military camp in the Curragh on February “the principle of free and absolute self i
1oth. On March 29th J. C. Milling, Resident Magistrate under thef  applied immediately in the Cka $ lfLI & t-(]cf§-1-111111;1t|()11 shall be
British Government, Was shot at Westport and afterwards died. ‘ se of Ireland.

On April 6th, in Limerick workhouse infirmary, armed police wert The meeting further declared that it

on guard over a Republican prisoner, Robert|Byrne, who had been
removed from jail to the hospital on hunger-strike. A party of “affirms the right of the Irish people to politic 1 independ
al 1nc Cpen ence;

Volunteers rushed in and attempted to rescuc Byrne. A policemar}  requires that this self-determination shall

shot the prisoner and was himself shot dead;| two other members of  decision, expressed by the free, equal q i 1rest (lilpon a democratic

the guard were wounded and one of them afterwards died. Byrnd people without any military [’)Ol?ticq,l ~O(ruet and secret Vote of the
’ . conomic pressure from

International L
abour demanded the heori :
. . . hesring at Paris of Ire ’5
neral orders to avaid taking life then case. In the last week of April the Second S emtional r lan-d s
or of these occasions,p at Amsterdam, demanded unanimously that ational, meeting
© 17)1

AT ML T P AP . .
s

fretiiinig

was removed by his rescuers, but died of his wound. outside or any reservation or restrict :
.. L. . . . e / A c striction  1mpo ;oanv
The British authoritics proclauned Limerigk a military areas tankf government. posed by any
. (%3 =
admitted t The Conference calls upon the Powers and the Peace Con-

raded the streets; no person was
d to observe the perm ference to make good this rightful cluim of the Irish people."’

the city without a permit; workmen refuse
conditions, and a labour strike ensued which was supported by t
he Irish Labour Party and Trades Unid

National Exccutive of t
special meeting held in Dublin on April 13th. port and influence that would secure the hearing at Paris of h
‘ ]+ aris of her casc.

i Congress at a
j On May 13th Se4an Hogan, who had been arrested and charged

connection with the ambush at Soloheadbeg, was rescucd from b
guard of Constabulary at Knockleng Station in County Limerid
A small party of Volunteers led by Sean Treacy cffected the rescu
Two of the constables were fatally shot.

In the last week of April, at Longford,
other men were shot dead by police.

i
|
i
!
i
i and armoured cars pa
‘ It was st S
s still to America that Ireland lovked, however for the sup-

Michael Walsh and

“nand cc ar Y I}lS/I Press [)Ub{ 1t Re t f t =th Nnnua {feetin f the rish 1hour Part F3UCS
S tiC n ( ¢cport o 1¢ B A { N g « S Y
the 2 I v ne adae

10 Geymas Robinson was in comn
May 13th, 1933, and Desmond Ryan, Sedn Treacy, chapter vii. Union Congress, August
gress, August, 1919, p. 37.
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“ It was refreshing to find parties which had supported Pr
portional Representation when in a  njinority continuing tha
support when they became majoritics, as instanced in the Loca
Government clections, when the Sinn Féin party was under sor
temptation to repudiate that system; being sure of a majorit
they could have wiped out all other partics under the old system.”

The final results were published on June 12th.

There were thirty-three County Councils|in Ireland (County Tipg
perary having two councils). Of these, Unionists sccured a majority
in four: Antrim, Derry, Armagh and Down. Out of 206 Rur
District Councils Republicans had a majority in 172 and the oppo;‘
tion predominated in only 34. In the ning counties of Ulster ther
were 55 Rural District Councils; of these only 19 returned §
majority of Unionists.

As a result of these elections every County Council, every Rur
District Council and every Board of Guardians in Leinste
Munster and Connacht gave allegiance to|the Government of th
Republic, while thirty-one Councils in Ulster did the same. T
response of the British Government was to stop the grants (pai
out of Irish taxes and administered by the local Councils) to instit
tions for the sick, the destitute and the insane. “The people, how,
ever, paid their rates fully and regularly to the Republican Counal
and these, with half their members in prison or *“ on the run,” the
chairmen in nightly danger of Lord Mayor Mac Curtdin’s fat
their meetings prohibited and their proper funds withheld, struggl
to save Ireland from devastation and to carry out the constructiy
programme of the Dail.

The general elections proved that the Irish people had not y:
been reduced to submission; the psychological moment for Lloy
George’s offer of Partition had not yet arrived.  On Junc 28th
the House of Commons Lloyd George said that the Irish w
impossible in their present mood, but he |did not despair of thq
accepting in the end the only measure of self-government which
people of Great Britain could concede.

In Ireland the campaign of re-conquest went on.

Already, between January and June, besides the armed Vol
teers who had fallen in combat thirteen upharmed people had be:
killed by indiscriminate firing by the Crown forces, five had bex
deliberately killed by them, and one hyndred and seventy—tw"

i

/
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persons wounded. Fiftcen reprisals on towns and villages had been
carried out in these six months.”

The number of casualties could never be exactly determined; the
difficulty was particularly great on the Republican side.  The
number of members of the Crown forces killed in Ireland between
May, 1916 (after the end of the Rising) and July 10th, 1920, accord-
ing to Lloyd George was sixty: four soldiers and fifty-six members
of the police force.” The ordinary Dublin Metropolitan Police had
been disarmed by the British authorities at their own request ‘n
May, 1920, and since then remained immunc from attack. Most of
the policemen attacked by the Republican Volunteers were members
of the special G Division—poalitical detectives.

The summer months were still those most favourable to the
Volunteers for the form of guerilla warfare which obliged most
of them to live in the hills, since their opponents had not yet begun
to pursue them into those fastnesses to any great extent. The
number of attacks made by the LR.A. in June was twenty-four:
in July thirty. Very daring raids on government buildings took
place in broad daylight in Dublin, when documents and arms were
seized with complete success and without any shooting.  On Julv
15th, Volunteers entered the sorting-room of the General Post
Office, held up the staff, and, quictly, acting on = perfectly con-
certed plan, seized the mails belonging to Dublin Castle. In con-
sequence of this capture, the Republican Intelligess - Department
secured valuable information and Lord French had the interesting
experience of receiving his correspondence miirked on  the

envelope, ““ Passed by Censor, LR.A.”

Between May 8th and July 22nd the Volunteers rook one hun
dred and forty prisoners whom they disarmed. Iivery one of thesce
prisoners was released with the exception of General Lucas, whom

S January 22nd: Thurles, County Tipperary, sacked by troops.  I'ebruary azth

" three houses in Dublin wrecked by troops. March 1st: Thurles. County Tipperary,

partially wrecked by troops. March yth: several houses in fhurles, County Tip
perary, wrecked by troops. March 12th: many houses in Cork City wrecked by
police. March 22nd: many shop windows in Dublin wrecked by troops. April 17th-
Bouladuff, County Tipperary, shot up by policc. April 26th: Kiicommon, Countv
Tipperary, partially wrecked by police. April 27th: many houses in Limerick Cits
shot up by police. May Ist: Limerick City shot up by police.  May 13th: housc.
at Thurles, County Tipperary, fired and bombed by police. My 15th: houses at
Bantry, County Cork, wrecked by police. May 18th: Limerici City shot up b

police. May 19th: Kilcommon, County Tipperary, shot up by nolice. Mav 28th

Kilmallock, County Limerick, sacked by police.

¢ See Lloyd George's letter, published on April 20th, 1921,
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they detained as a hostage for a tume. He was camped on the
Blackwater for fishing with two Brit sh Colonels when a band of
[.LR.A. men appeared, led by the daring young Commandant,
Liam Lynch. They seized the three officers and drove off with
them in motor-cars towards Cork. Colonel Danford tried to
escape and was wounded and the| Volunteers relcased Colonel
Tyrrell to attend him. They detained General Lucas in conditions
of ease and comfort, providing him him amusements such as
tennis and salmon fishing.” After about a month’s captivity he
escaped.

As a reprisal for his capture the troops made a ferocious attack
on the town of Fermoy. Limerick ¢ity, Kilcommon, Lismore and
four villages also were shot up. | An over-zealous display of
loyalty,” was General Lucas’s own phrase in referring to the inci-
dent afterwards in an address to the men.

The action taken bv the British | authorities was to reprimand
the officers concerned and cancel the leave of the men—measures
inadequate to act as a deterrent.

In the Housc of Commons on June 22nd, Denis Henry, the
British Attorney-General for Ireland, had said that the British
troops in Ireland had been instructed to behave as if on a battle-
ficld. But their battle-grounds werg the homes of the Irish people

war.

" See Daily Mail, August gth, 1920,

CHAPTER 36
June and [uly, 1920

SACKING AND LOOTING —- ATTACKS ON CATHOLICS IN ULSTER

— EFFORTS IN ENGLAND — LLOYD GEORGE’S POLICY — POLICI

MUTINIES -— RESIGNATION OF MAGISTRATES — CONNAUGI!:

RANGERS MUTINY —— BRITISH ADMINISTRATIION IMPOTENT
DAIL EIREANN AND THE U.S.A.

DusLiNn during the summer was a scenc of intensc 1adary
activity. The strects were full of British Regulars in khak: and
steel helmets who carried rifles with bayonets fixed, of Auxiliary
Cadets in black and the oddly attired Black and Tans, . well
as the Dublin Metropolitan Police, while at every point of vintage
lingered men in plain clothes, more or less recognisable as detec-
tives of the G. Division cmployed in political cspionagc. Military
cordons drawn around sections of the city with barbed wire, military
lorries and tanks in attendance were a familiar sight. At mght
searchlights played on the house fronts, while the rumble of iorries

signal for the occupants hastily to throw on garments and rush to
open the door, in the hope of being in time to prevent its being
broken in. Then followed the rush of armed men upstairs and
into every room, attic and cellar, swinging revolvers and shouting
threats, the bursting open of cupboards, tearing up of floor hoards
and ripping of mattresses. If, as frequently happened, the raiders
were drunk, or in a savage temper as the result of a recent ambush.
shots would be fired through the walls and ceilings and breakables
j smashed. Any man found on the premises was in danger of
g being shot out of hand. Those taken away in lorrics were ~ome-
% times shot dead and reported as *“ shot while attempting to escape.”
* Articles looted from the raided houses were carried openly through
* the streets. ‘ ‘
’ Cork was almost as heavily garrisoned as Dublin; there was no
_town in Ireland where people did not live under the domination
of the forces of the Crown, save in those parts of the south and

and their behaviour was not that|of disciplined soldiers wagmg‘ shook the streets. The stopping of a lorry outside a house « .= th
%
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ignorance forget that you are addressing Irishmen.”” The constable
then took off his cap, belt and sword (bayonet) and laid them «n
the table saying:
to hell with you—you are a murderer.””’
Colonel Smyth immediately ordered the|arrest of the spokesman;
the other constables swore that if a hand was laid on him the room|
would “ run red with blood.” Colonel Smyth and his companions
then retired.
A month later this Colonel Smyth was shot dead in the Cork
County Club by men of the LR.A.
During July, in Killarney, a similar speech was made to men
of the R.I1.C. They were addressed by the Divisional Officer for
Cork. According to a statement supplied to the Irish Bulletin of
July 13th, the officer told the men that in fiiture no policeman would
be subjected to inquiry before a jury in cpse of having *“ shot with
effect.” Five of the men had refused to carry out instructions, and

the remainder cheered them.
Legislation was introduced within a| few weeks after these
speeches which embodied the suggestions made to the R.I.C.

Police clsewhere were amenable to their instructions. Bectween
June 23rd and 28th acts of destruction by police occurred in
Bantry, Limerick, Newcastlewest and Kilcommon. On July 1st,
in Limerick city, newspaper offices were wrecked and fired by
police. On July ard police shot up Upion Hall, County Cork.
Between July 6th and 22nd they bombead and wrecked houses in
County Limerick and Arklow, shops and houses in Tralee, County
Kerry, Ballagh, County Roscommon and Leap, County Cork.
They fired into houses in Ballina, Galbally and Cork city, wrecked
a creamery at Emly and a National Forgsters’ Hall at Enniscorthy.
On July 20th the town of Tuam in Copnty Galway was savagely
sacked by drunken constables.

At this time recruiting in Ireland for the police force had entirely
ceased. No increase of pay sufficed tq induce Irishmen to join
In August, in the House of Commons, Hamar Greenwood state
that 556 constables and 313 magistrates had resigned in two
months.

" Irish Bulleun, July gth, 1920,

June and July, 1920]
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The men of the RI.C. in many districts were demanding to be
disarmed, pointing out that since the Dublin Metropolitan Police

. : had ceased to carry firea i
“These, too, are English. Take them as a present from me and y rms they had been immune from atack.

Sinn Féin did what was possible to safeguard men who resigned

' from patriotic reasons from the police. The Minister for Labour,
 Constance Markievicz, on July 29th, issued an order to all Sinn

Féin clubs to the effect that these men should be given every oppor-
Funity to live as good Irish citizens in their native districts; that
in cases of special hardship they should be offercd employment or
assisted from a special fund: also that members of the pol/icc forces
should be approached through their relatives and urged to'resign‘

Resignations were coming also from a more unexpected quarter.
Among the staunchest supporters of DBritish law in Ireland had
been the local magistrates, justices of the peace.

On July 22nd the magistrates of Cork city and county mwet an!
unanimously passed the following rcsolutim;: /

“That, having regard to the unalterable opinion of the vast
majority of our fellow-countrymen, and with whom we cordially
agree, that Ireland is entitled, like other oppressed nationalitics/,
to that form of government chosen by the people, and that, us
this was the basic principle underlying the great Europcan War
to crush militarism, we consider it our duty to surrender cur
commissions sanctioned by British law.” /

During the month of August, one hundred and forty-cight Irish
magistrates resigned. The feelings which actuated ‘them  were
expressed in the letter which one of them, Sir Henry Grattan
Bellew, wrote to the Lord Chancellor on August 11th:

“ His Majesty’s Government has determined on the substitution
of military for civil law in Ircland. T can act so far in harmony
with the new policy that I beg herewith to resign the offices |
hold as Magistrate and Deputy Licutenant for His Majesty 1o
the county of Galway. 1 hope mv colleagues will follow my
example so that the wrecking of Irish towns and the rumn ol
Irish industry may be proceceded with, without any camouflage
or appearance of approval by Irishmen of the sabotage of their
country.”

On June 28th a remote corner of the Empire was startled by a
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arrested while in Ballina as a Circuit judge, was sentenced in ;
February‘ to one year and nine months’ imprisonment; the other
judges, however, were carrying on their work. Witnesses still 4
refused to attend the British, and attended the Republican Courts; :
the decisions of the Courts were still, despite increasing danger,
enforced by the Republican Police. 1
On the same day, Lloyd George, speaking to|a meeting of Welsh §
National Liberals at the Central Hall, Westminster, explained what b
self-determination in Ireland would mean and| his attitude to that
: demand. * They must have an Irish Republig, an Irish army, an
Irish navy. They won't get it,” he said. ‘
When Captain Redmond, in the House of Commons, ob '
February 21st, demanded an inquiry into the | situation in Ireland ¥

a devoted and vehement champion of the rigiits of the citizens
against aggression which never ceased. He hact received threaten-
ing letters—the frst en his return from the funeral of Lord Mayor
Mac Curtéin in Cork. In February his housc was subjected to a
F raid of a violent and brutal description by drunken nolice who told
- his wife she would soon * know more about mnreer.”” This was
onec of the many raids. On March 6th, i:ic at night, men
knocked at his house demanding admission. Mirs. O'Callaghan
opened the door and two men, wearing goggles, with their coat
collars turned up and hats pulled over their cves. {orced their way
ast her into the house. They had revolvers., They shot Michael
O’Callaghan dead at the foot of the stairs wheie e stood. On the

t was refused following morning it was discovered that Lord uvor Clancy had
B Joseph Devlin, fearing that non-combatants were being executed, § been S}.‘Ot de_ad in his house about 1.30 am. M. Clancy, in
’ asked that civil tribunals should be set up in Ireland. He was told ¢ struggling .W“h ‘thc 'murdercrs', was shot threusi the arm.
, A quantity of evidence pointed  to the mur .8 having been

by Lloyd George that to do so would interfere with the course of : : . . :
i justice. On the following day, in the House of Lords, the Arch- carried out by the police with the connivance <o troops whose
: bishop of Canterbury the Most Reverend Dr. Randall 7. usual Curfew patrol was suspended on that rizat. Mrs. O'Call
i

Davidson, made a memorable speech, in whi¢h the Government's aghan.publ.lshcd the evidence “f]_d dcmnndq] A HAguest. _
Irish policy was denounced No inquiry other than the military inquiry o held.  Asquith

and Sir John Simon were among those who stated that there was

i

’21 Lloyd George's optimism was not warranted by the state of J every reason t(? bchevcc‘1 th;lt thc polluf: \:rcrcpt}'xi A‘?m;r)dcrc“rs. Vehe-
g feeling in Ireland. : A % ment protests appeared in sections of the kngitn Jress.
Shooting at hazard and the killing of captured Republicans, “When is this going to end?” the Nation and Athenaum said.
‘* while it shocked the Irish people and increased anxiety to anguish,

B did not make them more ready to resign themselves to British rule. “The Government still cling to the belicl tiat they can crush
ki - It would be better, they were declaring, to let Treland be reduced to § the Irish spirit, destroy some of the bravest and most promising
H « o blackened rock in the ocean” than to put the nation again of Ireland’s young men, and win by these m ans an outward
’ " under the control of a country which let loose such agents of victory. They are wrong. . ... Men of nobje spirit and unfalter-
% government as thcsc. Yet more drastic methods were DCCCSSQI‘y 1f lﬂg COUI‘HgC arc dying, bUt thCil‘ race d()GS it D:f["lSh. L. V\/(’
2 surrender was to be induced. The killing of selected Republicans can spread ruin;'thut we arc doing. A week ago a deputation
e was preferred by some of the authorities. If was practised in the from the Amer.lcan Relief Commuittee v\i‘;ntcd upon General
; city of Limerick in March. In Limerick, [in one night during Macready "m_d Sir ‘]ohn z.\n‘dcrson to Cx_plmh that Amg:r')ca pro-
; Curfew hours, three of the leading citizens| were killed—George posed to raise thirty million dollars .t.or repaining the havoc
j- Clancy, the Mayor; the former Mayor, Michael O’Callaghan, and caused by the armed forces of th‘e Brmsb Bpire in Ireland:
i Joseph O’Donoghue. there have been proud.cr moments in our h1sgma We can spread
‘ The murders were not unexpected. Every Republican who ac- dCﬂth% thgt we are doing. We can do to Ireland just as much as
i cepted public office knew that he did so at the risk of his life. Austria ‘dld kS Italy or Germany to Belgiuns. Tt the end e o
il Michael O’Callaghan, during his year of Mayoralty, 1920. had been certain in this case as in those, for the Trish people, supported
as thev are by their own spiritual vitality, and by the svmpathn
!
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Their b

in action before the Truce.

Song.

The British Government did not objeqt.

in the House of Commons, Churchill w
whether he did not think it * extremely
ment that is not a Republican Govern
which describe themselves as Republica
think in all the difficult circumstances
Provisional Government are doing thei

The British statesman assumed that

ands plaved the Soldier's§

When, on March 21st,3
as asked by Sir J. Butcher:
undesirable that a Govern
ment should utilise forces?
n,” Churchill replied: “1;

r best.”

Collins was deliberately

deceiving his countrymen, and this was the view of many of

Collins’s opponents at home.
rather, inviting his countrymen to co-ope
the British and would presently declare
he received such co-operation on a large
that he would have thrown all his gre

But others believed that he was,

rate with him in deceiving
the Republic again. Had
scale, there is little doubt
at energies into achieving

progress on those lines. But Sinn Féin had taught open and frank

defiance, and the rank and file of the R
men to whom secret courses made little
were thus sharply divided: with Collj
ready to accept the Treaty either on its m
of secretly preparing its overthrow; again
either honourable peace with England
struggle. The anti-Treaty Volunteers sg
terms of black and white and they we
the process of deception which they saw
to the Republic was open and absolute;
and surrendered; saw Ireland’s enemies ¢
themselves ignored. And they saw a m
process which they had no power to figh
their opponents.

These Volunteers had no faith in pg
means of saving the Republic; they had
the gun; to them there was one thought
thought of civil war.

Between men who had been comrades
bitter intolerance grew up. It was the

epublican Army contained
appeal. The Volunteers’
ns were those who were
rerits or with the intention
st him, those who wanted
or a continuance of the
\w the situation in simple
re made bitterly angry by

at work. Their fidelity
now they saw it betrayed
onsulted and placated and
esh of deception, a subtle
t against, being woven by

litics or propaganda as a
faith in very little except
more repugnant than the

through years of danger,
inevitable consequence of

the English offer which left Ireland neither bound nor free. How

could a loyal Republican forgive those

who were destroying the
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boublic> Or how could a man who believed that a victorious
geace had been won as the reward of great sacrifice forgive men

o were ready to wreck that peace?
The harsh aftermath of all revolution lay for Treland to harvest

_The LR.A. was becoming two armies. As a Division or Brigade

prevailing in Ireland the ook its character from the majority of the men in it, the members

opposed to them would leave and join a unit where their own

{views prevailed. Soon whole Brigades and Divisions were definitely

jro—Treaty or anti-Treaty.” While still, nominally, nearly all obeyed
the D4il and the Minister for Defence, Mulcahy, the Republicans
were restive and felt that they must prepare for the possible
necessity of resistance to the Treaty in arms. A

Barracks were being taken over from the British, in cvery cast
by the local unit of the Irish Army. In some parts, therefore
there was a pro-Treaty garrison, in others were anti-1reaty men.
. During February and March, in one district after anoth-er, minor
ashes occurred between pro-Treaty and Republican units; arms,
hunitions and lorries were taken from one side by the other:
rrests and counter-arrests were made.
! On March 2nd a large cargo of arms purchased for the LR.A. in
Germany was landed at Helvic Head in County Waterford, and
with these the Republicans of Dublin were armed. .
Earnin O’Malley and all his Division, who, with the cxception
of the Fast Limerick Brigade, had removed themselves from the
control of Déil Eircann soon after the Diil vote on the Treaty.
refused to take orders from Mulcahy or the Provisional Govern
ment’s Headquarters Staff and acted as an independent Division
They accepted neither arms nor maintenance from the Governmen‘!
but seized about three hundred rifles from the barracks at Clonme:

The area covered by the Mid-Limerick ‘rigade of this Divisior
included Limerick Cilty which was garrisoned by British troops
Here the clash between the two sections of the Irish Army assumic
1 threatening aspect in February and March. The barracks ang
posts occupied by the British were to be transferred to the Iris
Army on February 23rd.  On the 18th the Commanda.nt of the
Mid-Limerick Brigade posted up the following proclamation :

“ The aims of the head of the army and the majority of 1t

© Appendix 23, p. 964.
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G.H.Q. Stafts arc now unquestiongbly to subvert the Republic avoid conflict which might casily precipitate civil war.  De

support the Provisional Government and
establishment of the Irish Free State. We

make possible thq¥aléra sent an urgent message to General iulcahy asking him to
declare that we n his utmost to find a solution which would avert violence.

Jonger recognise the authority of the present head of the armpMulcahy was starting for Limerick when th message was delivered.

and renew our allegiance to the existing Irish

Republic, confidentHe sent no direct reply.

we will have the support of all units of the I.R.A. and of the loyali The Mayor of Limerick. Alderman  cphen O'Mara. sus

citizens of the Irish chublic.”“

Limerick, like Kilkenny, wus a key position.

arranging to occupy such positions with pro—'l'reaty troops and’

Mulcahy was co-operating with him|in this.

from outside entered the city under Commandant Hurley and pr
ceeded, without consulting the local Commandant, to take ov
the various barracks from the British. The local Brigade p
Hurley under arrest and held him for four days, during which h

was on hunger—strike. O’Malley then entered

men of his Division, intending to rush the barracks. He hoped th
desertions from the pro-Treaty units would enable him to do t
without bloodshed. The plan miscdrried; he occupied other bui
ings in the city and, with Tom Barry, called on Command
Slattery, who had taken the Castle Barracks, and told him that
troops would have to evacuate Limerick or fight. Slattery refu

to evacuate and O’Malley went to Dublin

Director of Engineering, Rory O’Connor, for

feeded in arranging a conference of office. f both sides, and ther
went to Dublin to consult De Vaiéra i ather deades o T
tution which he proposcd was indignane condemned by Griffid

Foin O'Dully wa
a statement published on the toth as a” “egation of the nationa

thority which could under no circumst. ces be acquiesced in.
d as emanating from a supporter of D¢ Valdra

There seemed to be no group and no ma in a position effectively
) intervene, and the situation grew more menacing cvery day. On
arch 10th two Republican Commandants, Liam Lynch and Oscas
raynor, were sent for to Beggars Bush Dacracks; there Mulcahv.
ichael Collins, and Eoin O’Dufly met them and told them tha
ey must force the anti-Treaty Volunteers to cvacuate the build
gs which they held in Limerick, otherwise the Government would
fder its troops to do so. Neither Liam L nch nor Oscar Traynos
as in authority over the Division occupy: ', Limerick; these T
ficers could do no more than make a personal appeal.  They
and applied to thravelled that night to Limerick and, after much difficulty wit]
engineers to breadhe lcaders of both sides in the city, succceded in making peacc

On the 23rd troopgt

Limerick with six

the Castle walls. Rory O’Connor, disapproving, as did Liapn the following day, while the pro-Treaty troops were confined

Lynch, of action that might start serious fighting, refused.

barracks, all the Republicans who had come into the city frem

Meanwhile, pro-Treaty troops from surrounding districts anputside marched out with their arms, leaving the Mid-Limeric

from Dublin were poured into Tlimerick.
military occupation began and soon hotels,

hospital as well us seven barracks were maoned by the pro-Treagere concentrated. according to plan, Oublin, Cork. anc

forces. T'wo battalions of British troops were

a part of the city and drove about the streets in armoured lorrid

uniformed and carrying rifles.
Republican Volunteers were thronging into

the South and West.

On March 3rd, th

s«chools, a jail a

rigade in control.
All the British Forces remaining in e Twenty-six Countu
] ?l‘

still in occupation gurragh, before the end of March,

‘ Among the Republican Volunteers there was an increasing detes
the aty, armed, frofination to withdraw their obedience from the Dail. The
tepublican Acting Military Council, which, in January, had

There was consternation among the pro-Treaty leaders. Armfeured Mulcahy’s promise that an Army Convention should He

clashes would undoubtedly send 4 great number of the Voluntedeld within two months, realised that v such a Convention i~

who supported the Government |out of the
their old comrades. The Republican leaders

® See Appendix C of Mulcahy’s Report of April 26th, 1922,

new army to 1¢johe best hope of peace. If the two scctions of the army coutd
were no less anXiogeceed in making a working agreemetit the situation would

ased.
i
!
i
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For Collins and Griffith. there must have been bitter irony in
this praisc from Englishmen, while, in Irclapd, thev heard them-
selves called traitors and renegades. (

They had not intended to precipitate Civil War. There can be
Jittle doubt that, when they took the decisign to attack the Four
Courts, they thought the conflict would begin and end there, and
quict be restored in a very short time. They had under-cstimated
the sincerity of the opposition to the Treaty| and the decp Joyalty
that underlay all differences among those who resisted it. They
failed to foresee that the first shell fired at the Four Courts would
be, for Republicans, a national Call to Arms.

w»

In County Cork, within a few hours of the opening of the attack
in Dublin, war had begun.

Officers of the First Southern Division mef at their headquarters
at Mallow and arranged attacks on the barracks held by pro-Treaty
troops in Listowel and Skibbercen. Liam Lynch and Liam Deasy,
when they arrived the following morning, endorsed what had becn
done.

Lynch and Deasy had been dclayed on their journey South by
damage to the railway line at Newbridge. | Lynch now tssucd a
statement to the cffect that he hoped to establish communicatien
with Republican Army units in all parts and to sccure complcte
control of the South and West.

The gcneral plan was that cach section| of the LR.A. should
operate in its own locality; the units were| not to pass from onc
Divisional Area to another; thus there was no concentration in
Dublin and most of the fighting took place in Munster and
Connacht, where the LR.A. was strongest in numbers and in arms.

During the first week of July sporadic fighting broke out in many
parts of the country, attacks being made on occupicd  posts.
Republicans were taking up positions and commandeering supplies.

The South Dublin Brigade, under Commandant Andrew
McDennell, had not nominally broken with the DAil and occupied
barracks in the counties of Dublin and Wicklow undl the
fighting in Dublin began. On the day of the fall of the Four
Courts they received Traynor’s request to move to Blessington
to meet men coming to the city from Tipperary and enter Dublin
with them. They burned their barracks,| passed over the Sally
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Gap to Blessington and there met the contirent from Tipperary,
about scventy in number under Michae! Shechan.  Earndn

O'Malley was there trying to collect a suffici-+ foree for an artack
on the Provisional Government's Headquuiri . They advanced
together towards the city as far as Crool iy there, however,
they received a despatch from Traynor tellir: them that the fight
was over in Dublin.

O’Malley went South, formed the South = wsicrn Command of
the Republican Army, took Enniscorthy ane ~ut small garrisons

in barracks in neighbouring towns. Prescatis he was ;xppointcd
Assistant Chief of Stafl.

Meanwhile, some of the men who had been turned back at
Crooksling occupied barracks in  the surrounding district. At
Baltinglass a fight took place and many Republicans were cap-
tured.  Those in Ballymore-Eustace were completely surrounded
by Government troops, but some Volunteers broke through the
circle from outside and all made their way into the hills.  After
that fight a Volunteer on the Republican side discovered that one
of those killed on the pro-Treaty side was his brother. Their father

had fought in Mount Street in 1910.

Liam Lynch, on July 1st, went to Limerick with a contingent
from County Cork. They took Adare Barracks, occupied a portion
of Limerick City and then invited the local Government Lom
mandant, Michael Brennan, to make a truce.  Frank Aiken, whose
Division was still neutral, came from Dundalk to try to help 1o
make peace. Brennan agrced to a truce. This, however, was not
pcrmittcd by, the Government, they drafted fresh troops into Lime-
rick and ﬁg}ﬁinggoktﬁgef\thcr% for about a weck, unti} the Repub-
licans withdrew. > Therc was sharp fighting stifl in the county;
the L.R.A. took a great number of prisoners whom they released
when they had secured their arms.

Before the middle of July all hope of a truce in Munster was at
an end and the two Irish armies were committed to war.

Liam Lynch moved with some of his General Headquarters Stafi
‘0 Clonmel, There, in the second week of July, De Valéra joined
him and was attached as Adjutant to the Director of Operations.
Sedn Movylan. Columns from this centre had attempted to occupy
Thurles but failed, owing largely to the confusion which made it
difficult as yet to know friends from enemies, since men on both
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held on August 7th in Dublin, the ¢hairman, Cathal O’Shannon, § combatant as well as combatant. The of anisati ! ;
said that, while they must not be {inderstood as supporting the § Was inadequate to receive such lafge nurii)elrssa -londof the privon
Republican Party’s policy, they condemned the Provisional Govern- é{dequate to provide proper accommodation ’ E‘)n Ilﬁlngilmf—’d v
ment for this:  tions developed. In many jails an attempt to. ceat ;}l)e(:ra e hé()rl(ll,.
prisoners as criminals produced the old unhappy (cvclc koef L:;zr :ﬁ:?

strenuou 1 i i
. s resmtanc.e. by the prisoners and increasing callousncss on
e part of the military guards. -
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“That they, having allowed certain acts, e.g, seizures,
arrests, etc., by the Army Executive to go on for several months,
and after negotiations on the instructions of the Déil, with the
Army Executive to bring about unity, suddenly reversed engines.
Without warning the public, without the sanction of the Diil,
and without giving any satisfactory explanation of their change}
of policy, they precipitated an attack upon the headquarters of relentlessly on.
the forces with whose leaders they| had been in negotiation, and§

' th _ : 2 The Provisional Government h
practically drove the whole politica Republican Party into giving from all available sources : they had no lack of
. . T > s ‘ ack of arms or :
active support to the Army Executive’s policy. E and no need, as Churchill had suggested repeatedl ntxmmumu(m
CHeSYIH ,V" O economise

supplies.  This army was co i

g ncentrating on : o dis

the LR.A. from Munster. s an effort to dilodgc
At . .

Cvacuiledbigmpl.ng of August the Republicans, although they liad

’ ed the cities of Wexford and Limerick, still controlled laror

Arrests were made on suspicion by police and military} f parts of the counties of Limerick, Waterford, Kerry and Ti
’ orda, v Ipperar

Pl‘isoners not. known to be active against the Government werdl and controlled. the whole of County Cork.
Notable leaders of the army which had fou

asked, as a condition of their release, to sign a form which implied | ght the British o
. : ; : TG
a promise not to support the L.R.A. and attempted to arrogate i gong. the Republican line; the old tactics were emplo cd} l}(»(
the Provisional Parliament the mandate given to the Diil." reaking bridges, tr enching roads and setting 'lmbish};:s f t})}
’ ‘ . < S In
The form of declaration ran: 'm%?}?taué passes the Volunteers guarded the ways of approact (
ey found themselves o ed. Ay e
. pposed, in August, by F -
enorm ’ » by Forces which
g;irmedouslyr houtlnllin;xbergd l\them and were incomparably betrer
. e LR.A. flanks were turned ; ’
. . . et > at Waterford and 1n
responsible to that Parliament, and that I will not support in }(;Jounty Limerick. At Newcastle West they resisted for t\\ux
. . - . 7 N iy
way any such action. Nor will I/ interfere with the property g 10Urs but were forced back. One by one, the towns which tl (
. J » < 4 10,

held along the .

; aleng the approaches to Munster w

' ol a ek - § erc taken: Wi i
Carrick-on-Suir, Vipperary and Cahir, aterfor

Duri F
o nI% August hundreds of arrests of cvilian ** suspects  werc
e. Protests i red; ‘
Do ] o;?cts were ignored; all efforts to secure a meeting of the
I to cftect a truce proved unavailing, and the Civil War o

ad recruited a large pad armn

Protests against the proroguing of Parliament were without
effect, however, as were the protests \which Labour Representativ
made against the Government’s system of arrests. B

“1 promise that I will not use arms against the Parliame
elected by the Irish people, or the Government for the time bein

persons of others.”
Still, along a front e

This form was signed by very few. No member of the Repull ltﬁg. Clonmel and Fermoy, their Headquarters, the TR.A. heid
18 onn : rmoy . S, RUAL o
r own; but troops were occuping the country south of them

lican Army or adherent of it was willing to sign a repudiation & n;

his own side; even Republican prisoners who deplored the armd Bow, arriving by sca. Some landed at Fenit, in Kerry, and, afte
resistance of the LR.A. and whose efforts had been for ped -meeting with sharp resistance, took Tralcc.’ Othcf; imci \Ji "
objected to giving to the group which was acting as a de fad gy?assage East and entered Cork city on August 1oth. v anded
government the recognition due to a legitimate government,

g Always, before cevacuatin :
. : 57 ’ ating a town which tl )
result was that the prisons were sooh filled with Republicans, ndisonger, the LR.A. burned the barracks which t}::; hc'l(ziui)dccﬁgli(cil -
h (O

It was on August 11th that the last town held by the Repul

* See Report of the Twenty-eighth Annual Meeting of the Irish Labour :.’ Blicans fell.

and Trades Union Congress, 1921-2.




