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subsequently questioned and threatened by the police, in a vain attempt
to force him to divulge information.

Of the officers who participated in the attack the rank of Battalion

Commandant was held by Dan Hogan, Terry Magee, James Flynn,
Seamus McKenna and P. J. O’Daly Barney Marron, than whom there
wab no braver man in the county, was shot dead in a raid for arms
on | the morning of September 1st, 1920. He is buried in Corcreeagh
¢raveyard, about six miles from Carrickmacross, on the Monaghan-
Cavan border. A Celtic Cross was unveiled in his memory, and that
of |his brother Patrick. in 1939, by the Fifth Battalion, Monaghan No.
2 Brigade. It is cne of the finest monuments in the county, and the
inscription is completely in Gaelic.

What had been the Ballytrain R.I.C. barrack was subsequently re-

built, and is now the Garda Siochana Station. Actually, it is in the
townland of Shantonagh, about a quarter of a mile from Ballytrain,

place of about half-a-dozen houses, two of them public houses.

a

Around the time of 1798 about three hundred people lived there, but
to{day it puts one in mind of Goldsmith’s “ Deserted Village.” The
stlanger who stops-there on his way through is noted by its few in-
habitants, and local gossipers will surmise about his business

From an archaeological point of view, Ballytrain is interesting. On

an|adjacent hill is a Cromlech that occupies about a rood, and is known
as| Trean-More’s Grave. This Trean-More is said to have been 2a
grandfather of Finn McCool, and to have given his name to the place
as| Baile Tréin.

And so, as the old song has it, “ Everything has but a time.” The
“hattle of ’Ba'llytrain.” has become but a memory, even for those who
topk part in it. It is hoped that this short account of the operation

will perpetuate that memory of an eventful night, February 13th/14th,

1920, when, appropriately, the LR.A, password was “ 303.” 'The occasion

went into a ballad much in favour at the time as:

That day of renown

When the rebels of Monaghan they all gathered around
The leaders addressed them and men of great fame
When an order was issued to attack Ballytrain.

ROOF FIRE TECHNIQUE WAS EXPLOITED

IN CAPTURE OF BALLYLANDERS BARRACK

East Limerick Brigade, April 27, 1920.

By LIEUT.-COLONEL J. M. MacCARTHY
(Formerly Adjutant East Limerick Brigade, I.LR.A4.)

T1GH INTO the night sky, there to outshine the bright moonlight and
athe the ground below in sun-like radiance, the Verey light signals
rdse and fell. These fingers nf flame, sent skyward as symbols of alarm
and calls for aid by the police garrison of Ballylanders R.I.C. barrack,
marked the opening of the L.R.A, attack on that post on April 27th,
1920. Tt was probably the first time that these firework signals,
originally designed for the trench combats in the Furopean war, had
iluminated the County Limerick countryside; it was also the first
bhrrack attack by the LLR.A. in that county, and the initiating move in
al campaign that was tc unfold in widening scope and intensity over
the succeeding months.

As befitted such an occasion, one designed to be their baptism of
fire, the operation had been carefully planned by the I.R.A. leaders mn
Hast Limerick. But first of all, the decision to undertake it had, of
cburse, to be made. Necessarily, this had to be made at brigade level,
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.
as no sjngle batialion or company unit at that time would have sufficient
arms af its disposal for the purpose. Neither would it have been in a
position to ensure the very essential co-operation of adjoining units in
the way of erecting road blocks and so on, to impede hostiie reinforce-
ments,
Thup, while the attack was primarily an operation conducted by the
Galtee Battalion, the oldest and principal battalion unit of the Brigade,
it was farried out under the auspices of, and with the co-operation of,
Brigad¢ Headquarters. Indeed. it might also be said to have been under
the auppices of G.H.Q. in Dublin.  This came about through the
presende in the area of Tomdis Malone, then known under the name of
“Sean [Forde.” He had been sent to County Limerick nominally as an
organiser of the Republican Loan campaign, but actually in practice
his duties assumed an increasingly military character. Nor was this
to be wondered at, for apart from his inherent military aptitude. his
final inptructions, as received from Michael Collins, were: “Get those
Limerigk men into the fight!”

It was not that the Limerick men needed much urging. Tn fact,
the Irish Republican Brotherhood members of the Galtee Battalion had
for some time been working for a more pronoun®ed and enterprising

ili policy in their area. As elsewhere, the I.R.B. members were
select body in the Volunteers and the spearhead of the
organisption at that period. With this policy as the real issue, there
had arfsen a local dispute among the Volunteers, causing not incon-
siderable disorgdnisation. “This was largely because. for the great bulk
of the Volunteers, the dispute appeared to be a mere conflict of per-
sonalities and they took sides or remained neutral on that basis and
in ignotance of the real point at stake

In tthe outcome, the decision to attack Ballvlanders R.I.C. barrack
vindicated the I.R.B. standpoint twica over. For not only was the
deciciony largely inspired by the LR.B., but it was pnlanned and led
almost entirely by its principal local members. and that notwithstand-
ing the fact that not all of them then ranked as Volunteer officers.
The decision having been taken and approved by the Brigade Com-
mander} Sean Wall of Bruff, who attended some of the initial meetings
of the planners, these then resolved themselves into a small staff for
the detpiled pianning and execution of the operation,

This small planning staff comprised Tomas Malene (“Forde”™),
Tadhg [Crowley of Ballvlanders: Edmond Tobin of Glenbrohane. and
Jack MacCarthy of Kilfinane. who was also Vice-Commandant of the
Battalign at this period. Others attending the staff conferences from
time td time included Sean Meade. members of the Crowlev family
(brothers of Tadhg Crowley), and Thomas Murphy, all of Ballvlanders.
As occasion required, other Volunteers from the locality were called
in for ¢onsultation or assignment of tasks.

Moist ‘of the conferences to plan the attack were held at Edmond
Tobin’s| house at Glenhrohane, near Ballvlanders. The post to be
assaultdd was a strong stone structure, steel-shuttered. dominating the
village jstreet from its site at the corner of a crossroads. But it had
one weakness, unrealised, in all probability, bv the police garrison.
That whs the semi-detached character of the building, a second house
of a similar type being alongside, gable-to-gable. On the other side,
the gablle of the barrack was an open one abutting on the road to Kil-
finane. | The frent of the building faced the fairly wide open space of
iare and the long village street. At the rear little or no field
existed for the defence, and it only required to be kept under
ion by an attacker.

The defenders’ weak point—the second building in the block. which
served ms the local dispensary—was made the pivot on which centred
the whole scheme of attack. This scheme was one which the police
could Hardlv have anticipated. at that perind at any rate, as it em-
ployed what was then a new technique in barrack attacks. This was to
break through the roof of the second house from inside, and through
the opening thus made to break through the roof of the barrack. The
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bombing and ligniting of the barrack top floor would then follow.

Tomas Mplone took charge of this critical task and of the assault
as a whole. At the other gable—the open one—the firing position fixed
upon was O'rady’s house, with J. MacCarthy, the Battalion Vice-
Commandant, [in charge. From O’Grady’s premises, which was separated
from the barrack by some ffteen yards of roadway, a semi-circle of
other firing points was selected to cover the iront of the barrack,
these positions being located in Upton's, Burke's, Condon’s and Crow-
ley’s premises, with Tadhg Crowley, Sean Lynch and Pat Hannigan
supervising i this sector. The main {ramcwork of the assault plan
being thus spttled, there remained innumerable lesser, but essential
details te be |perfected, such as timing of occupation of positious, the
hour of attack, collection of equipment, erection of barricades, arrange-
ments about the signals, and so on. .

In due coufse these matters, and the awkward problems some of them
presented, were satisfactorily settled. The details arranged extended
even to the provision of a stretcher, a first-aid station manned by the
local Cumann na mBan and—{urther afield—the co-operation ot
neighbouring [brigades was secured in the way of impeding road traffic
from Fermoy, Duttevant and Tipperary, the British military centres
whence reinforcements might be despatched to Ballylanders. An inner
ring of road blocks, at a mile or so on all sides of the village, was also
established and manned. Counting the parties on these inner road
blocks, at a $mull observation post set up in stables at the rear of the
barrack, and| those manuning the main firing points, the number of
Volunteers participating numbered sixty. being comprised—apart from
the Ballylanders Company—of parties from Galbally, Kilfinane, Bruff
and Kilmallock. The Kilmallock contingent included the then Battalion
O/C, Sean (QRiordan. The number in the actual attack, that is those
manning the| firing positions. was, of course, much smaller, amounting
to some twenty-five, each of the firing posts having an average strength
of four Volunteers.

In the dvent all these preparations worked out as planned, and
down to the smallest detail, if the workmanship put into the construction
of the stretqher be excepted. This appliance was a piece of amateur
carpentry, hastily knocked together and f{ated to let down—in every
sense of the term—one of its amateur constructors before the night
was out. Injtially, however, it fulfilled satisfactorily its first task—the
removal of a seriously ill lady to a place of greater safety than that
of her residence, which was in the line of fire This transfer was
effected immediately prior to the hour fixed for opening the attack, and
n'ot.withont onsiderable difficulty, due to the need for guietness, exact
1iming and Having to surmount an eight-foot high fence of barbed wire,
with the loaded stretcher. ’

Concurrently, the attacking party proper was assembling at a cross-
roads less than a mile from the village, recerving final instructions and,
where needefl. the men were assigned local guides to their various firing
points. At fthe last moment, an incident occurred which threatened
ruin to the project. Suddenly, in the still night, a shot rang out from
the midst of the assembly. To the keyed-up Volunteers it sounded
louder than |a thunder-clap, and it seemed almost certain it would give
the alarm t¢ the nearby police garrison. No such effect was produced,
however, the final reconnaissance reports as thev came in showing that
the police were all within their barrack and evidently unaware anvthing
unusual wad afoot. What might have been a very unlucky shot for the
Volunteers had, it transpired. been discharged accidentally in the course
of some last-minute instruction in rifle manipulation, which was being
imparted tq one of the Volunteers, Peter Steepe of Kilfinane, In-
cidentally. this member of the attacking party, who was in no way res-
ponsible for the accident, calls for special mention in that he was a
Protestant. |a member of that community in the Kilfinane locality,
which has | branches here and there in Co. Limerick, known as
“Palatines,”| a name derived from the place of their ancestors—the
Palatinate in Germany.
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The Volunteers had moved quietly to their positions around 11 p.-m,
and had occupied them without incident. After a hurried erection of
some protection against the volume of fire expected to be directed on
them by the police garrison, all eyes were turned expectantly on the
dispensary post, the house adjoining the barrack. From that post was
to be given the signal to open fire. After a short, but tense, wait, a
green pirpoint of light flashed out. It was the signal. From the semi-
cirgle of.ﬁrin;z positions stabbed the rifle flashes of the opening volley,
swi tly_mtermingled with the swish of the Verey rockets and the
answering fire of the defenders. For the half-hour that followed, the
quiet village street became a focus of concentrated light and sound.

) Simultaneously with the opening volley, the break through the
dispensary roof was started and quickly accomplished. From the point
of Yantage thus gained, the roof of the barrack was within reach. Soon
the| dull thud of heavy stones crashing on the slate roof was added to
the| volume of sound. A gaping hole appeared in the roof, but the
reaction of the defenders was swift. They brought rifle fire to bear
on the_ gap. For a while this fire threatened to prevent the attackers
exploiting their initial success. In the end a grenade was dropped
through the opening and silenced this defensive effort. The grenade
wag followed by gquantities of paraffin oil and a lighted torch. Almost
at gnce the flaming torch spread a rapidly growing circle of fire through
the|top storey of this wing of the barrack.

Meanwhile, at the opposite gable, a hot exchange of rifle fire was
taking place between the post in O’Grady’s and the defenders firing
from their gable-end windows. This was a point-blank duel in which
the (flaching rifles of defence and attack seemed almost muzzle to muzzle.
The police, behind their steel shutters, had the advantage of position,
being practically immune behind this solid, loopholed protective screen,
as against a hastily thrown up breastwork of bedding at the windows
through which the Volunteers fired. Of the two upper storey windows
in the Volunteer post, one was manned by D. O'Hannigan and the other
by [the officer in charge of the post, with Sean Meade of the local
Volunteer Company, standing in between under cover of the room wall
whére he awaited his chance to fire. This he could get only by one
of the firers yielding position and weapon to him, no more than two
riflés and two firing points being available there. FEventually his turn
carme. For some time the volume of fire from the barrack against this
post had been intense and well-directed. It was afterwards noted that
the  woodwork of the windows was deeply scored from the passage of
bullets entering there to impinge on the barricade of bedding or on the
opposite wall of the Yoom. This well-aimed fire soon found its mark;
a bpllet struck Sean Meade at his firing point at one of the windows.
It was evidently a serious, and possibly fatal, wound.

His companions, coming to his aid, found him completely collapsed
and proceeded to get him downstairs out of the line of fire. That was
accomplished with difficulty, owing to his collapsed condition and the
implossibility of his helpers adopting other than a crouching posture
under the quick succession of bullets still penetrating the windows.
On reaching the comparative safety of a ground floor room. his wound
wag examined and found to be a clear-through penetration of the chest,
onel ohviously needing skilled and swift attention. The stretcher, of
which he was one of the constructors, was again brought into use to
take him to the first-aid station. On the way it broke under the strain
and| deposited its burden heavily on the ground. The wounded man
wag given preliminarv aid at the sta#ion until the arrival of the local
dispensary medical officer, Dr. Hennessy.

Throughout these events the defensive firing of the police from the
front face of the barrack remained intense, though less concentrated,
as jt had to be distributed against a number of separated positions.
At fthe same time it was seen that the flames, which had blazed up at
onel end of the barrack roof, were gaining grip on the whole top storey.
Cle'hrly, th‘e attackers saw that the exercise of patience and maintenance
of their rifle fire against the barrack to prevent the garrison fighting
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