S0y ey
ap

WL T

O one can deny it—Limerick is in urgent need of a

University. This is a fact known to most of us for

Certain?y, a Commission on
Higher Kducation was sel Lo
to inves te the position /
general oughout the coun-
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try, including the City and
County of L.merick, and 1ast
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er 1 it that Gelway and
a v.ch had very small}
. oo . i < at that time,}
oF y all the potential
¥ the area and
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‘a ould be avail-
:)‘; e peaple in Lime-

tend these: colleges.
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i get recog-
University Col-
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Dr. O'Neill, Bishop

k, to  atiempt 10
problems of higher
1. in particular,
criunte  univers
runitics for students
1 or near Limerick.

“had finished

That committee, which had
much support in the district,
was met, like its predecessors
and successors, by ‘dack of
co-operation from the Nat-
ional University of Ireland
and by refusal of the Govern-
ment to provide finance.

In 1957, at, the request of
the Limerick Corporation, the
ihen Mayor of Limerick, Ald.

¥. Russell, T.D.,  estab-
h1ed a committee for the
rnose of again pressing the
Limerick unto a
‘nt college. The com-
was rerresentative of
seconary and voca-
educational  establish-
in Limerick and pre-
its report in’ Novem-

1y
claims
econstity
mittee
all” the
tonai
ments
sented
ber, 1959,

RBoetfore the coramittee (calied
the “Mayors (ommittee™
its Qeliberations
ithe present committee e,
the Limerick University Pro-
ject Commitiee) -was
lished, prineipally - at  the
instigation of tlre. past’ pupils’
uions of the schools in The
Iimerick area, to - aid . the
Mayor's Committee and- to
e its work hy explain-
and- strossirg’the demands
unive education
Limerick. -

Impressive ard congiderable
suoport, both in the form of
resplufions and subscriptions.
have been received end the
organisations who have sup-
ported and who are supvort-
ing the committes are listed
in the first schedule to this
submission. | R
MUST NOT FAIL

The organising ‘committee
have -the. full support .of "all
the public bodies ‘in the
neighbouring counties and &
very noticeable aspect is the
vigorous and extensive co-
operation by the_ farming
communitty in Limerick’s
drive for. higher educational
facilities. -All this is volun-
tary. The work is being 'done
¢o that Irish people may live
for. Jreland and_ be capable
and fully qualified .supporters

ilisation -and,
er
ciuzens

f

in

ity

become and
bhetter Christians:

This committee does mnot
want or envisage a fantastic
or extravagart outlay
money for the  purpose’ of
building & university.

“We only demand what is
just and due to us as trustees

estab- ~

caucated, |

of |

many years. It is a fact which has been clearly evident to
many octhers also, -yet our Government authorities. have
been slow to make any move that would give the people of
Limerick a definite hope. :

for the parents and children

o lhe L.merick area.
“Various suggestions have
been mooted t(such as the

establishment of a new inde-
pendent university), but for
obvious reasons the people of
Limerick would prefer that
they should have a college
integrated with and forming
part of the National Univer-
sity
done so much to educate the
Irish people since its found-
at on., but which has as yet
failed to provide adequately
for the people in the Lime;
rick area.

*This submission proposes
to state the arguments in
favour of the establishment
of a constituent college of the
National Uriversity in Lime-
rick,” said a member-of the
committee.

The demand for a Unjvper-

, sity College in Limerick and

the need for 6ne are not new,
but to-day the need is greaier
than ever and 8o is the
demand. The National Univer-
sity of Ireland must not fail
the people in this ares., for
if the University fails Lime-
vick it fails to justify its own
title and claim to be Natioual
and will leave thé citizens of
Limerick and the surround-
ing country bereft of urniver-
sity education and equipped
onlv for the emigrant ship.
A University iloliege ju Lirie-
rick will result in additional
industry and greater pros-
nerity for all the prople of
the azea. .
SOURCES OF
. BRAIN-POWER

To serve the nation
whole we must, set up mnew
colleges .at suitable centres
like Limerick, whera we can
draw on the hitherto un-
tapped Tesourres of hrain-
power to provide the material
for our future leaders, pro-
fessional men, engineers and
scientists, men of vision,
integrity and high profas-
signal skiil.

Every -country with, an eye
to the future is expahding its
focilities for V. sity edu-
catio The challenge o the
West is not in the flelds of
arms and technology alone:
these are only the adiunels
of an ideological struggle for
which we must equip the
coming generation mentally,
morally and intellectually.

The. provision made ior

of Ireland, which had *

higher educatién in Ireland
in 1808 will not suffice to-day.
The cxtension of the present
Universities will not solve
the problem. In- the first
place it would perpetuate a
great injustice to thousands
of tax-paying parents who
cannot afford to send their
children, or some of them,
to any of these collegSs. In
the setond place i is edu-
cationally unsound.

PERSONAL CONTACT

Speaking to Mr. Patrick J.
MeCarthy, B.A, ILDipEd,
well-known secondary teacher
in Doon, I learned that bene-
ficial teaching can best be
achieved in the small insti-
tution where the opportuni-
tities of personal contact be-
tween teacher and student
are greater.

- Further, the quality of the
teaching depends largely on
the maintenance of & reas-
onable ratio = between - staif
and students. It is not more
costly to maintain this railo
in the smaller institution und
the result is likely to be
much more beneficial.

“The contention that a
technological college here and
there will serve. the needs of
the. rest of the country is
not only preposterous hut
selfish, shortsighted and un-

realistic,” said Mr. McCarthy. "

“ With industrial develop-
ment, we wili need techno-
iogical colleges and we will

need technological faculties
in our universities, but a
technological college is not

a substitute for a university.
It will cater for.one type of
student only and its presence
or sabsence in a particular

arca is irrelevant to the
needs of higher education in
‘hat area.”

Mr. McCarthy turther toid
me, in the course of our
jengthy interview, that mem-
bers of the Limerick Univer-
sity Project Committee are
:determined in their efforts o
‘bring about the realisation of
the dréam ot so many dswn
through the years.

<very other country in the
world was doing everything
possible to develop modern
conditions in all professions
and in industry generally.

Nations like England.
Russia and the US.A. have
faced. up to the fact that they
have to produce highly edu-
cated leaders and experts and
they are well aware of the
fact that they can do so only
through the extension and the
wreater availzbilily of Yigher
education.

HIGHER EDUCATION
AN INVESTMENT
“ Higher education s an
investment that we must face
up to from the point of vie
of future ccon
material developme
we wish to attemp

lay
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‘No. It just tastes as if

‘itwere. That's why :

‘the clock Dback, we
dovelop greater facilitie
higher edugaiion and.
Limerick: has the gre
student patential and in view
of its tremendous expa
we hold that Limcrick
the first claim in any £
development in this

“In our sccondary =
to-day we are wasting what
has been called our humar
capital,” said Mr. McCal v
“¥ have been teaching for 15
years and somé of the bes’
university potential among
the students who have d
through my- hahids has been
wasted because their parents
could not afford to send then
to & university away
home . . . even Wwith
of a scholarship. The
of Ireland invest the
share in  CounITasy
expenditure incurred
State in bringing
children to. svnior
standard.

The people of
have incurred - pre
same expenditure
- elsewhere. - They hav
to the maximum in ac
what they have achiive
4he educalion ol I
children.

The _low attendance
senting the ILimerick

as

Universitiex  indicate

most - parents just  can-
not financially conunit iLein-
gelves beyond secondary

education for their ¢

It now resis with @
to provide the nec
tension of education .
moderate expenditure
enable the parents ol
grea: to btring to fuil
ion the education cf
children. ‘tnis can o©
achieved through the
lishment of a universi
Limerick.”

“ONE OF THE TRAGIC

THINGS ” .
Mr. MeCarthy was hard-
hitting in his references

the established Universi
of this country. This is how
he put it: “ One of the tragic
things about the intermittent
controversy on University
education which has Dbeen
going on since the initiation
of the Belfield Project s
tire. lack of forward thinking
" or any thinking except one-
track -thinking from within
the . Universities, themselves.
Thizs was the one quaiteT
from which we had expected
some deep thought and
reasoned: assessment on the

the country as a whole. I do
not: know of one statement
on the higher by any
Irish  University Professor

but " the needs. of his
college and particular facu
We have been told that L.
rick’s problem could be sc.ve
by the provision of nuire
scholarships, This sugge:
i3 completely unrealistic
a number of reasons. To
Limerick proportionate 1
sentation with the Unive
areas - would invoive a
tastic high number of =

. Trade Union movement
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higher educational needs of

which has tackled the prob-
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arships for this area alone,
and if the idea was extendnd
to the rest of the country it
would be impossibie to nouse
the studenis in the eiready
overcrowded  three  comnsti-
tuent colleges—this  apart
from the fantas.c cost ¢l
the' scholarships.”

THREE FOR ONE

Mr. MeCarthy made a very
interesting point when he
told me that the ratepayers
of Limereick and, indeed, in
every other ar2e also, are
contributing a sum_of £600
for university scholarships,
covering & four-year period.
This works out at £150 per
year per student. With a
university in Limerick this
£150 would, in fact, provide
three scholarships at the rate
of £50 each — what it would
cost a student living in a
unjversity town—thereby giv-
ing three students four years'
university education as
ggainst just one, &s is the
case under opresent .circum-
stances. It is also of inteerst
to note that ‘should Limerick
get a university, and I have
every reason to believe it will,
it seems certain that the
in
the city will contribute one or
more scholarships annually:

“The contention that s
scholarship student 1s the
best or the oply student suit-
able for umiversity education
ig iilogical,” ' said Mr. (o
Carthy when I questioned
him on this lorg-stending
issue of ctoniroversy.

“Tet me make it very clear
that wuniversity scholarships

_in this country have led to

intensive cramming in the
secondary achools. They are
sometimes gained by as little
as one mark. This type of
cremming hes treated an
artificiai all - round standard
and the student who did not
get high ail-round honours
hex litile hope of a_scholar-
hip . . . Thul a student who
¢ be brilliant in a mathe-
matical group of subjects and
weak at literary subjects. or
vice versa, may be excluded
from university edueation . . .
And don't overlook the fact
that this isi possible even
rhough thet: student wmay
rave the potentiality of get-
‘ing an honours dezree in his
own chosen group of sub-
jects”

A FAIR CHANCE

Afr. McCarthy went on to
say thai there was also the
problem of _the‘ student who
iz siow 10 geveiop.
had students who went 0
“aiversity with Pass Leaving
cates v
Honours degrees. Cer-
it wag hard Wwork oo
but they Cariy
spat - what could be

=3

referred  to
period  of
:, stating they wid
courses
niedicing, and weni
.o sav: “ Peopie whose
ofesszion or -position enables
:0 migrate tend to do

the

+o University: age Farmerts,
shopkeepers, . rural workers
as many -Gthers have »no
such option. Al the facul-
«tes in our Universities ure
not . open  to scholarship
noiders (e.g., medicine). It

‘nconsistent to speak of
veloping &nd progressing
: rural Ireland if we do not
end the wbrds to embrace
ication anl especially
;gher education. The coun-

man must get his fair
nce in the development of
nation. There {8 no mono-
poiy of brains in the priv-

ihged semi-cifcle round Dub-
Vi, Cork and Galway, nor is
here a monopoly there in
. growth of a middle class
o, die to ‘the rize in the
onai mcome, are able and

ng to paEy a Tre able
amount for a Unive cdu-
N The question  of

» education” should be
ached from the point of
of the nepds of the whole
1ry, not ffom the point of
sw of the present Univer-
< alone. .In this coarext

with its  Migher
potential and  1its
1o, an area of

=irial devtlopment, merit
“rst considerauon.

WILL NOT IIE

Afr. Dermot Hurley, one of
Limerick’s wmost prominent
\nessmen, - who is Vice
Chairman_ of ' Limerick Uni
versity Projéct, Committee,
reld me in tHe -course of an
exclusive interview that up
<0 recently many people weré
wondering * why such a long
s:lence 277

The fact of the matter is
that they were respecting-the
standing of the Commission
on Higher Education and
their investigations_into Lime-
rick’s claim.’ He  made it
quite clear that his committee
members weré determined to
maintain their drive for a
successful conclusion to their
campaign . ... “and may I
say that it will not die if the
Commission fail to return a
favourable report.” But there
is a strong feeling .of
optimism among el members
of the Limerick committee at
present.

THE LOGICAL PLACE

Mr. Hurley! said that he
would like tol make it clear
that people in and around
Limerick should not become
confused in the matter of
providing a school of techno-
ogy and thé need for =a
jversity. The Limerick Uni-
versity Project Commiitee are
fully in favour of all efforts
<o improve technical educa-
tion, but he wanted it roade
yerfectly clear that any
developments that have taken
piace  in that connection
would in ne way satisfy any
sart of their demands 1o the
Commission on Higher Edu-
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What npetter siact to any

day than a piate of warm,
creamy, nourishing

Flahavan's Progress Porridge
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love Progress . . . ithasa
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