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TE are pleased o publishibefow i very interesting and informative ardicle which: throws new iight on the
question of Limerick's: claim o a university, - The article has been wiitren spevially for the © Limerick

Leader ™ by Mr. Tom O'Doanell, B.A., Dromin, who is a wéll:known imembet of Muintir na Tire; and is pro-
minently identified with the [adult education movement. ‘

Perhaps the most significent aspect of the cafiprign o secure 2 universicy for Limerick is the wheleljearred,

suppoxt which has been forthcoming from v

ariousiaublie bodies and organisations. . This proves guite cleatly

that there is in Limerick and surroundipg areas a strong demjﬁﬁ‘d for \iﬁ{'\}é'rsiﬁ”} édtiicati@ﬁ and, further, it fut-
nishes an unanswerable tase t?or the establishment of a Cogstituent College of N:U.Li .As there ar¢ no. unsur-
rmountable obstacles in the wiy, it is only reasonable to'expect that ghe jutive of Limefick's claim will receive
official recognition, and that the necessary facilities will be provided withoue undie delay. :

Every effort must be made
(writes Mr. O'Donnell) 1o secure
the co-pperatign amd suppert of
every section bf the community.
Despite the progress which has
been made up to the present, there
still remains & large section of our
e feal that the Unlvex-

sity, is « matter which
doksé. ‘thern, This sect
tion B se% Janginly of the or-
dina® 11 1armer and
m hose ptesent - in-
co! fleient, éxcept
at v sacrifice snd
inconyk ch, 18 ble thém! to
zond chid to & secondary
scheol let alone.a university. These
pegpte,  while they may not be
actively opposed to the Univer-

sity project, eanndt, nevertheless,
be blamed if they lpok upon it as
something from which, they can
derive no benefit. .

The -successful outcome of the
campaign  will | deperkd on . the
active support :and wholehearted
operation of the entire commun-
T 0 ¢
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d purpose of s univer-
understood. Unfortu-
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EUNCTIONS OF A

THE

TUNIVERSITY. ‘

of 2 University can
two mam categor-
provides within its
ete.,

dance |during the
certdin courses, which
pursuel by part-time
ce at night, Secandly, 2
provides courses, both
walls and at outside
tor people who cannol
the normal courses. These
courses are generally referred to
as gdit education, .

The primardy dr internal. func-
tions of a University have already
been adequately dealt with in. the
course of - the present campaign
and do not, therefore, require any
further elaberatign. On the other
hand, practically nothing has been
said about the bxterhal functions.
It is with this aspect of. University

tion erefore, that ‘this
concerngd, |
'« Tnost| péople are fami-
. of adult ednca-
very féw seem to realisé
to which universities
throyghout the World ‘are partici-
pating in this flefd. Unfortunately,
the contribution of our Irish Uni-
versities to this important branch
of education has been very limited
in its extent, A notable exception,
however. is Unjversity College,
Cork. which has been doing excel-
lent work over the past thirteen

year:.
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the purpose of Adult Education is
the most remarkable developmient
in{ the. history of -education.
orjginated way back in 1871 when
Mechanics’ Institute gppealed
fof support to Cambridge Univer-
sity  The reason for the appenl
wis clearly stated: *As the great

cannot go out to them, the Univer-
sitles should send out teachers
wHom ftheywy have trained and
eqhipped fox{ the service of the
jon. ' In this way the Univer-
sities wou™ hold a position and
have #n immediate influence in
evéty part of the country, amd the
gréat mass of people would be led
to

nal

angdl culture ” .
As a result of this appeal ?he
firdt of the University IExtension
Cohrses was launched in Notting-
ham in 1873.

The movement progressed rather
slowly untit 1903 avhen the
Wrkers' Educational iat
wak founded. The primary uvbject
of ithis .Association was “the ex-
tension of university teaching
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thrpugh . an Alifance between the
universities and the worl}mg class
molvements.”.. During the” past half
cenfury the W E.A has created
for|itself a permanent place in the
edycational life - of the nation.

250 students, .it has grown , to
present  strength of 1,000

an

its

f {)ver 100,000 workers. :
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is |to
adult education among
ver:
proj
range
coufses
coubses leading to a

ities is to design
ride the tedchers t
from short six
to ‘'three year

intensive charapter than those not-
madly arranged  through the
WEA. ‘he .London School
FEeconomies hes for a number of|:
years offered a full-time day course
in
Unilversities " of Nottinghdm and
She%eld

courses for workers in the mining
industry.

The achievements of the Adylt
Edgeation Movement in Britain

NTS Og

TUNIVERSITY COLLEGE, CORK.
It was in 1948 |that Dr. Alfred;
O'Rehilly, then President,
cpened the doors [of the College to
the workers of Cork, The warkers
became  students] of the College
while they still Yémpined at their]
jobs as  bus conductors, fitters,
labourers; sho agsistants -and
Trade Uniop officials. Every Wed-
doy  ofternoon they ettended
res  on- econpmics and, sociol-
ozv in the collegd. After the lec-

tures they had tea with theip lec-
turers in the C?;lilege restaurant.

dn twg other evenin of the
week they attefded lectures in
accountancy, modgrn social organ*
ibn, secretarial practice and
lic speaking. | Atter two yeats
passed their Anel examination
and -were awardefl ‘the Diploma in
Social and Economic Science.

¢ sooner hagq this course con-
crided  than Afiy other -workers
applied for adinission and o
secohd course waF commenéed in
1R, At the samgl timoe the College
recefved requests [Yor courses from
workers in. Limdrick and pter-
ford, The Tec¢hnipal Instiiutes in
thesy cities becdme the outside
centtes ot the College, and the first
«_‘Iuges received their diplomas in

o4
24

At this stage the smallet provin-
cirl towns begen |to look for cour-

ses gnd to satisfy this new demand
spteial_course lepding to a Dip-
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book,
pr'e'}\enslvie Survey,” heé states:
the
moystrated not only the demand,
but|elso the capacity of ordinary
working ;. people . for intellectual
activity of a high order, and for
ends which had to do, not with im-~
proyved {mat.eria] prospects, but
with the( desire to enlarge ' their
intgrests, { and understanding and
to servé lbetter the communities
to , bel d. There is
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vhichtthey
no doubt) that these students who
had| passhd through the discipline
of the tutorial - class formied the
nucjeus { of a new democratic
leadership. .The later history of the
working lclass movement and the
conkributijon msde by working-
clogs representalives in local and
nat{onal | politics, bear tribute to
'the|inflyénce of adult education.”

THE| UNITED STATES,
Wheregy in  Britain the term
“Adult Bducation” is normally ap-
plich qnly fo non-voeational stud-
ieg [for' aglults, in America, on the
othér. hand,’adult education simply
meAns the aeducation of adults
{thrqugh part-lime studies of any
kin{l- -lethnical, professional end
liheral. The contribution of the
Amprican Universities to this’ fieltl
of :ducaqion ig outstanding  The
Nationel [Universily Extension As-
goclation,] which was foynded in
191, now has & membership of 76
Unipersities, '
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A TREMENDOUS ASSET,

*It can be seen, therefore, that
g8 University would be a tremen-
dous asset” to =nny industrialist
setting up =2 plant in Shannon
ree Trede : Zone. . In fact, the
more closely one .examines” the
whole situation the more difficalt it
is to visualise any ;worthwhile in-
dustrial expension in the absence
of a University. It must be. real-

Ed that any industry setb'eup in

propey

e Shannon, area  will en-
ged, primerily, in the  produc-

i packaging of
in - the

&0

i n21 pr;messuixg and

ods for sale uropean
Fix r liberal-
fsetion of trade in Eurupe, this
arket will become one of the
most competitive in the world. It
fgllows, then, that any ibdustry
thdping to sell its products in this
market will compelled “to oper-
3 at the highest possible devel
of efticiency.. This will demand
the meximum ability on the part
of] the muanagemént shd execu-
tives »snd 2 similar - degree of
skill dn the part of the workers.
t! is pretty’ certain, therefore,
that the Tectaitment of graduates
and .the operfition wf student ap-
prenticeship schemes  and = work-
ers' training prograimmes ‘will ajl
forth an eszéntidl fedture .of the
E\'qﬁcy. of thi- type inaugtry.
i, this reason tlone the esteb-

k i3 & matter of

bt 2 College of Technology .is
obvious selitlon to the .whole
oblem. This arguement has, in
t, come to the surface acca-
;i nally in course the various
igeussions on the University pro-|
J&dt, but, forfunately, it “hasn't
giVeh fise to any serious contro-
etsy.  On reflection, it- will bej
ound that tiere are no grounds
for_controversy;.a University and
a College of Technoipgy ark two
cozppletely different ' institutions
The one is no substitute for the
other and both are equilly heces-
safy as far as Limerick is con:
cerned.

a College of Technology, {t must
be pointed out that the need for
this type of cduention esteblish-
ment depends, to a large ‘extent,
onithe nature of the employment
it1 ‘the areg. If present plang for!

then! the _provision of adequate |
ilities for techni¢al educatioh
I {becomié & matter of absolute

ity. In foct, prospective in-
V\:"'férs have béen " giveh ah  as-
surance that such facllities will

provided dceotdihg as tie
d arises. .

IMPORTANGE>OF A LOCAL
i UNIVERSITY. :

University “}s, however, egually
if "the needs of modern |f
be, fully catered
X al  University would
graatly fecilitete the recruitment
of igraduatels end the operstlon of
student  apprenticeship = schemes,
as {well ‘as iproviding  adult cduca-
tion courses for the workers,
As we have elready seen, these
facilities ‘would be vitally essentin
for; the survival and progress of
thel type of industry which would
be | established in the Shannon

area.
’?l‘ne important position,
.|Limerick occupies in relation to
our major npational industre -
ggriculture—presents anether de-
fensible #rgument in support of
its i¢laim, "to a University. Sitiated
in ithe certre of the |main dairy-
ing region of this country, Lime-
rick is an:ideal centrf for a: fac-
of dairying. The dairying

fac
Wi

ne

i
A

Thdustey” s
ndustry
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fit bf B Uniystsity in Lime-|.
the utmost im-}’

it may be arguedi-

With regerd to the question of™

the industrial development of thel|
Shan}mn area should materialise, !l g o
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RHEUMATICKY
BackacHeDAYS

:

IFE I8 NOT 30 godd wheh you sre
L uo&,‘!ﬁid With boekacher . rhoumatic
painy, aching muscles, phins aroumd the
- Joinfs, Juthbago or common u:tg“y dis
orderd dud 1o stugglsh kidney attion.

Why put up Wwith pxin and diseam-
fort. when you mught_get happy relief
by ~taking ~ Doan’s  Digckache Kidney
Pills,a They. stimulate and cleanse slug-

ish kidneys and so hélp them to
the blood; of excess urid scid and other
impurities which otherwise might goliect
in the system and cause|distress, Doan’s
Pills Have, helped ynany thousands; ler
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to  provide courses | and  lectures
for all who week them. If a suffi-
cient - nuthber of lecturers were
availoble kach parish guild ecould
evh o serits of weekly lectures
troughout the winfer months.
The ‘magnitude of the problem 'of
providing . adequate facilities on
those lines cen be appreciated
when it is realised jthat there is
in 'the ares: comprising ' Counties
Lirhetick, 'Clere and| Tipperary, 2
total of over onc himderd Gui
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. Wi the facilities aveilabhe
present, many of ‘these
will® never. heve o kingle lecture
let salohe ' an . organised course.
Furthet, it can be hssumed with
se'rt_e.lnty Lthet  thel £7  million
Belfield Plan” conthins no -pro-
visions for bringins ! odult cduca-
tion to ‘the rursl arpes surround-
ing Limerick. .
The establiechmsnt lof »
sity in Limerick is
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Univer-
the obvious
1 to the whole problem.
With the | facilities Iwhich would
then be awailable, Muintir na Tire
could go ghead with,its plans for
orgenising : adult edgcation cour-
ses at parish level.
GCONCLUSION,
The Unijversity question is
wide and it means muciv 4o
the Tuture' of Limgrick that it
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indjpistry, which is the foundation
of jour whole' sagriciltursl econ-!
omy, would henefit grently from;
a Irlniversuy fpeulty pf this kind.:
The functions. of & flkiry frculty,
woﬁld include :the trgining of ad-
vis¢rs for work] smong dairy far
mers snd the: estrying out  ofy
regéarch into ‘4H ebpects of thel
dairying indusiry, but patticulsrly!
int the  processing,  packeging:
and wnrkeling of milik and dairy
profiuets. i

Eixtension serviees; of various
kinfls could slko bt provided, o.g.,!
diplome courses ot loeal centres
for| voung’ farmers. | .
orking lin‘ clage ! co-operation
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well nrove to e a deoiajve|for
In  influenging Invedtment {another matter of
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l{n- {Davis  Soctoty,

headauerters in Limerick,"jand
in addition, the jmost impor-

farming organigetion in the
akep, a_ Univérsity could render
InvAliable sérvice to the' dairying

induatry. .
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e adiit  ednedtipn | Fakllities,
ch & University could vrovide
the rurel fombnity 18
aignifie-
in Ag
aautt of the exeellent pioneer-
; Muintir  na_ Tire,
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would be impossible fn the course
of a singly ‘article to] present an;
thing like o comprphensive sur-{
vev. All tHat has heen attempted
here i& to . indiente ithe different
ways - in which o Uplversity can

1

rve {he €ommuni A more de-
talled survgy could In
takeh The  vevidus
organisations. I cach of
ETOW would mnke, n tharough
investigation of thei question in
59 {Aar as §t conctins their ree
pective  inderests, if wouid  he
possible (o huaild up Poounsirew
able cane for the esiphlishment
a University in Timerick.
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University educstion ;is under - re-
view, Limerick has .p lden  op-
pottunity “of pressing its claim.
11 et is needed is the co-oper-
ation’ and support of the entire
community, This will be forth-
coming onec it is romlised that a
University is not fust a centre of
higher leerning for {hé privileged
few, but a major instrument of
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