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HERITAGE

Last plank laid to bridge a 90 year
South Atlantic sailing adventure

by Andrew Carey
andrew@limerickpost.ie

THEY laid the last plank, and so a
ship was rebuilt.

Last Saturday, the long tradition
of wooden shipbuilding reached a
significant milestone when the final
deck plank on the sailing vessel Ilen
was laid at a traditional ceremony
hosted by the Limerick Ilen Project.

The project, whose primary goal
was to bring Ireland’s sole surviving
wooden sailing ship back to
Limerick, was completed in fine
style after six years of education
and practice in a near forgotten
craft.

In 1926, the Ilen which was
Ireland’s sole surviving wooden
sailing ship, sailed from Limerick to
an active 70 year working life in the
South Atlantic. The completion of
the new all-weather deck last
weekend marked the final stage of
her remarkable return to her home
port.

The Illen project organisers say
that the rebuild highlights the high
quality of the materials used, the
exemplary craftsmanship and, most
significantly, the marineeducational
role the vessel will play when she
goes into operation on the Shannon
Estuary, and beyond, from her new
home port.

Brother Anthony Keane of
Glenstal Abbey, a key promoter of

the Tlen Project, officiated at the
ceremony and said that what has
been achieved so far showed that
there was not only a great work
ethic in the Ilen Project but also a
spiritual commitment to the work
being done.

“This is an amazing act of faith
and commitment come to {ruition.
This boat, and the people involved
with it, rock. It is heading for the
sea, like a salmon, and it will not be
stopped, even if some of the
financial people have still to solve
their problems of calculus and apply
their mathematics.”

Guest speaker at the ceremony
was acclaimed film maker Lord
David Puttnam who said that “the
project underlined what could be
done by a determined community.

“It also demonstrated that the
skills involved and which were being
taught, were the skills that younger
people could learn, use and remain
in their community, without having
to leave, and thus strengthen
communities. This is a message
from the Ilen project.”

Dr Edward Walsh, founding
president of the University of
Limerick, told of how he had, at the
outset of the project, exhorted all to
simply “go ahead and buy the boat”
and “pretend” that the money was
there. It was a now a source of great
pride for him to see how it had
advanced so far.

David Putnam, Brother Anthony
Keane of Glenstall and Edward
Walsh. Ahoy there - Ed Walsh
checks that all is ship-shape on
board.
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® FAMILY LAW

e Limerick Citizens

Information
54 Catherine Street, Limerick

Provides a free, confidential, impartial information
advice and advocacy service.

® LEGAL SERVICES
@ FINANCIAL SERVICES

Chartered Accountants Service Available

N?, Oifig an Ombudsman
. 7 Office of the Ombudsman

Are you unhappy with the service from

* A government department * A local authority ¢ The HSE

* A nursing home

If so the Ombudsman may be able to help
Staff from the Office of the Ombudsman will be at the Citizens Information Centre, 54 Catherine Street, Limerick
Tuesday, 25 October, 2016
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION TEL:

0761 075780
- OMBUDSMAN SERVICE -

.« Last Tuesday of Eauh n'mnth i ik |
Citizens mfnrma service can provide you with independent information, an:hnne am! admﬂmr on all your
rights and entitlements

e FREE & CONFIDENTIAL SERVICES

Funded & Supported by Citizens Information Board
Phone Service @ 0761 074000 Online: www.citizensinformation. fe

10.00am - 1.00pm and 2.00pm - 4.00pm
OUR SERVICE IS IMPARTIAL, INDEPENDENT & FREE

» Please bring any information with you to support your complaint such as letters, forms, or reference numbers

* The Ombudsman can investigate complaints about most public service providers. For more information;: WWW.OMBUDSMAN.IE
* You must have tried to resolve your complaint with the body before contacting the Ombudsman

* The Ombudsman cannot take complaints about consumer matters, financial products, private pensions, An Garda Siochana,

Phone 01 639 5600 - Lo-call 1890 223 030 - E mail: ombudsman@ombudsman.ie

€10 OFF WITH €50 SPEND ANGEL HAIR DESIGN !
or ;€20 OFF W|TH :€100 SPEND 11 Ballycummin Village, Raheen, leerickl

Valid until Thursday 3rd November 2016 Tel: 061 307590

. I
Terms & Conditions apply. Cannot be used in conjunction with lovalty card. Voucher must be produced in salon to redeem offer Email: mikegreeneangel@yahoo.com ;
Only 1 voucher per person. Photocopies not accepled.
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