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THE uniquely fashioned leather
ball may be the focus of attention
at every hurling match but
incredible as it may seem, there is
new only one preducer of sliothars
in this country.

Meet Tony Berkery whose
workshop in Doon Is now the only
place in frefand where sliothars

are made indigenoustly. in an era of

outsourcing and multi-national
trade, old style craft businesses

Today the overwhelming majority
fi sliothars ars manufactured
rseas, with Palkistan the shisf

that the wrice of
tabour in such countrles makes i
gifficult for tradesimen like him io
¢ompete in the long term.

| “Meost siisthars nowadays coms
romn Pakistan, ceriainly the vast
majority of them d Imagine -
#nayi)g around 95 per cent or even
98 per cent. Any slicthar | come

are falling by the wayside and cross Iz made In Pakistan. It
stiothar making is just one gomes as a big surprise to a lot of
example. peapae:’

Tony, who represents the third
generation of sliothar makers in
his family, reflects on how 2 once
bustling industry iz now In
irreversible decline.

“One time we would have had
ten people here making them. In
the Summer ssason we'd have
been flal out, whersas now we
might get Just 2 couple of days a
week at it,” he says.

“We're In the leather business

for three generations. In every it’s wnlikely that
town there was somebody making ipthar part of the business
slicthare. A haress maker or a ive In eland. A

shoemaker would have made
them.

“That was part of the lsather
trade but some of these trades

disappesred out of every viilage.

“Business just goes to countries
with cheaper labour and this Is the
reality. Let’s take Pakistan, for

xafm&ia,u You're competing with 2
F;age of €20 s week and vou can’t
ciose that gap.
‘ Tony believes that the future for
crafismen like him in frelznd is
=nything but pos! He
acknowiedges that the recession
and the nmuitinational nature of
iness are factors.
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Then seme peopls, like us, got Into t Rappens on an
it mote seriously and made a lot of ©hgo u%@d basis.

slicthars for many vears, especially 1 “it s @& shame because of the
in my father's time. He would have |tusiness thet i is. It would be ke

made them In the thousands and
maybe even the tens of

Aran jumpers not belng made In
ireland anymore”
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We will pay

§ QOffer valid until the end of October
. For example:

|
\

generation craftsman.

9ct we pay upto €12. RE* per gram (Cash Payment)
14ct we pay uplo f&c 52 per gram (Cash Payment)
| per gram (Cash Payment)

. 18ct we pay upto €g:5r



