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Ireland's  Oldeat

proudly claim, as a eity, {«
Edinburgh or Cardiff. |

A stranger might wonder that thq City of Limerick,
despite all its -historical, geographical éi’n(i comimercial sig-
nificance, haa no daily newspaper of its own.  For Limerick is,
and has been-always, NEWS |

Charlered City (1197) can
be much plder than London,

Ax fa 2. when W v 11D was be ging the ancient walled
iy, H is the suthorily for stating fhat a budk bv an Irish
Capuehin priest was printed in Limercick at thit time. The next Limerick
book retorded is ¢ Libertine School'd™ which |lwas printed by Samuei

v & Bixon in 1
it would

be fulile to atempt provide| & constant guide to a

1o the merous commetelal; or job, printigg hou that floucished
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From the oing, therefore, it will be | obferved thal the "names
Limerick and Printing are synonymous—as the following historical events,
raithfully recorded, show, notwithstanding | American humaorist,

what [the

Samuel Langhorne Clemens (Mark Twain) Di\(‘e|5a|d of our noble elty,

“not alone a place where they take life casy—and often .. . but also & place

where something hes been happening, right hnck! to the days before the
{7

This historic picture of members of the Saclety,
Lesder, L was taken in 1562, Front row (1
Second row (L te r): 4. 3. Guing:

: H, J. Watso
ansger), M. Diggan,

H. M:E . Editor; J. McDuaag B. Duggsn, 4. J.
MeGulre. Third row (. r.): M. J. Hartney, J ez, M. H. Treac;
J. Dickinsor. Back row (1. to ri: J. Reidy, P. Q'Cennor, L. Dickt
d. Neiland, J. Guinaue.

ws and th e, and long hefore King
stles built Lis fortress on the island which 8
The town lay fair in the path of the regal O'Brie:

Vikings

&

I Daleassian
warriors on their marches of conquest into North Munster'and beyond—

ns and theixs

the gateway into and out of Munster, and the rpad to Connachi, To the
(tacl and the Gall alike it was a egic prize, fair jewel in a priceless
—a setting for war, famine, pestilence, bravcf_v. heroic death and tragic
lation, gloricus sacrifice and heart-breaking|diseppointment.

Although the thrée Dublin dailieg, the “Cork |Examiner.” and
their English conteémporaries enjoy & ¢ iderable elr ien in Limerick,
none of these inter{ére in any way ° the salé of a le jeurnal, publishod
thrice weekly, which has for very long been the ablished “friend of ths
family™ in most homes, This paper, course| Aal he “Limerick' Chronicle™
The oldest newspaper i the Republicy it is Mf-n?ﬂﬁius the end of its 203rd

year

many of

z 4 |
The “Chronigle™ first published ia 1768 at Quay Lane, in the parlsh ot
St. Mary, has récorded for two centuries tha outstanding events of world
and national history, the American Wars French Hevol on, the
Insurrection of '98, the:litter fate of Robert meL( the Risings of 1847 and
1867, the British colonial and European wars from Napob 1
1916 Rising and the Irish War of Independence which followed.

{owever, it'3« {he service rendered locally, by its éonsideration for all
the little things which mean so much ir the lives jof the people living in the
Limerck area, that furnishes the recipe for the journsl's longevity.

In carlier tim&s the paper championed the establishment and the
privileged clesses-of the comaunity. Its policy wps one of obedlence to the
authorities. Much wsater has gor imder Thomond Bridge since then and the
“Chronicle,” 11 many other Irish influenced very. foreihly

of the past sixty yea Ism in this part of the
not forgotten.
era began and the paper, gisdually adjusting editorial
policy, elf in intelligent discourse with) ‘a yastly inczeased proportion
of the people. To ba proud of| its wéll-priated, readable
columns and high rom'its eicellent advertine
ing service.

The "Chroi

=

stian; John F'e
Cromwel

rar, -author
!¢ in the

pper moved from whers
: from the Exchange.”
O'Connell
Street (then George Stre sevenieen yeags past its home has been
at 54 O'Connell Street. The “Limerick Chronigle”| appearcd. twice weekly up
to 1882, when tnhe paper tax was abolished, and Tor the first tirme-from Feb-
ruery 11 in that year——publication was on T\!c:a(?ﬁys. Thurgdays and Satur-
days.

A search through the older files of the “Chroni
news yesterday, vesteryear rnd the years I)cfl:na-:l

Thrilling reads the story of Andréw Buchanan of Thomondgate, who in
1784, 16ng before the great Bianeoni was borp, first regularised road trans-
port and ran his stage coaches on the perilous Ituhim-l,im The
“vocKy road to Dublin"” was then infested with highwaymen, th hraniele'
informs us, “and grinding through the hruthlit
roads, Buchanan's wagon wheels turied mileage
The serial voyage of one, Richard ¢ cd on May 1, 1786,
A detailed account was given by the seronaut! himself of his ascent by
halloon on Apri! 28th, fiom Strand, and his eyentual landing in the area
now occupied by Shannon Airport, in Co. Cla.ur

The story of the trial and publie executitn of Stephen Suliivan for the
murder of Ellan Hanley, in‘a boat an the Bhannon, wag told in deteil in
the columns of the paper in the summer of 1820. The murder hed token place
the year previous and ¢xcited enormous publi¢ interest at the time, and later
was to furnish incpiration for Gerald Griffin'g novel, “The Coilegians,” Bouc-
icault's play, “The Colicen Bawn,” and Benedici's cpera, " The Lily of Xil-
larney. | i

"'}l‘hn Night of the Big Wind"—January |6, 1839—rscelled still through-
out Ireland and £ngland, saw "thirty ships iji tu= busy Limerick docks snd
in the pool torn like matchboxes from their moorings and many of them
were smashed to bieces against the parapet of Wellesley (Sarsfield) Bridge.”

In Ireland, eveéryone knows what happened in 1846 and 1247, Se, it
comes not remiss when the "Chronicle” reports “the total failure of the
potato crop and the collection of £5,000 in the city for the poor.”

One of thé worst shipping disasters off the Irish coast which the paper
has ever coversd was that of the * ruiynd,"] which was wrecked off Kilkee
Bay in November, 1850, with the'loss of 98 lives ‘mostly women and children),
Thi ship was an emigrant barque—a "cofﬁq ship”—carrying 154 rgn_t;
"who were ving a country stricken with the aftermath of {x - Ein
a new life on the great Americ continent § . .. The "Eds nd' ‘was pounded
to matchwood in one of the fiercest gales in| living memory.

“In 1884 the first Gaelic sports held under the rules of the G.ALA and
1.LLA. in Limerick took place at the Markets Fiilu. The event concluded on

' illustrates what was

Cetober 2 with the first great hand contest | e h

s announced on Ociober 8. Seven ycars later, John Daly became Limerick's
Fenian Maysr and 1801 was the year in which a controversy occurred
when Mayor Daly tcok the chain of office \+‘|th'.u|m on & visit to America.
crities’maintained that the Mayor, not being directiy sent by the city or
by the Corporatien, had no right to take 1he chain. On his return, Daly

lended the oppo: n thus: "My right to take phe chain was vindicated by
: Armerica, for they said that here was a man who had
heen in chains fat mo® of his life, and le!}rlc now sends him 1o us with

the gelden chain of office.” |

The files of the "Chronicle,” for Octoher, 1907, retell the tale of the epic
rescue of the crew of the French windjammer, Leon XIII, in tempestuous
weather and bolling seas, by ths fishavmen of Quilty, Co. Clare. The reacuers
put out in’their currachs—frail craft withaut keél or rudder—to save the
siricken sallors.

One reads of-the appalling murders, on Ma
Claney, ex-Mayor Michael G'Callaghen, and V
il 1he dead of night in theéir own homes. | .

The Civil War period in the city, deseribefl in the “Chraalele” as the
fifth Siege of Limerlék; and covered so efficigntly that, reading it, ona almost
ived the deys of Treland's greatest modern| tragedy. Pholographs of a
harricade i O'Cannall Streét, premisea damagdd by guntive, the shell-shat-
1 facade.gf. the old Strand Barracks apnd fhe burned-ocut shalls of the

2 thelr evacum«

The outstsnding e¢vent of 1891 in Ii'e]and‘E:v 3 deith of Parnell, which

gch 8,.1921, of Mayor Gedrge
unteer Joseph O'Dornoghue,
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Limerick Graphival” Soolotv colobratos itn 150th annlversary thin
year. A commemorative dinner dance will ho held st the Buvoy
Ranqueting Nulte this Satirdny., To mark  the annlvemary we
present s npealal article by Wi W, GLEESON on the history of
s prini in the reglon

Limerick
cratismen
celebrate
150 years’
organised

- endeavour

THe Castle Burracks, part of which inelud
fs to-day. only & memo The modern part of
destroyed, and.nothing remalns but the oure
fianking the river which withstood the Willi

| Trpgedy again in 1926: “the Dromeollog

King John
completely
grey eold walls
nite guns in 1680 and 1691

fre In which 48 peaple lost

lowers

their lives" In what was, up tp then at ale, the worst cinema-firy
| disastér in these islar

Other interesting features to he found in the onicle’” tell the full

story bf: When' Limérick was 'lreland's gayest 1809: Li rick’s first

convent school, 1837; Clare Treasure Find, 1854

the

Mayoral Chain; The

| great Limerick Show of 1883; 92 days on a Dosert Island. 18 McMahon'as

is ous fire, 1811; The old Theatie Royeal tdestroyed by fire, January 23,

‘Drunken Thady,” by Michact Hogan, Rard of Thomond: Biddy Early,

s¢ woman of Clare; Five miles of Waterway—-Doonass and Castle-

& cenlre so preoccupied with sport i viek is cul-

tural fictivities, with the arts 'predomi cover a range in all
pursuils: Faculty, Fine,: Liberal, and Meci

1819 - 1969

This year (1969) commemorrtes the 150th )
of the |Limerick Typographieal Society. In 1870 it hecame a Branch of the
Typographical Associetion. and in 1864, on the formation. of the National
Graphical Association, its ail tion to that august body was aulomatic.

It js but fitting then; to mark such happy and RuUspicious event, t
occasign be honoured in true Caxtonian tradition: Dinner (with ( af
recherghé—tastefully spaced and punctuated with nectar (half-ones) of thi

oI sesqui-centenary

pagan [gods, to soothe the burning palates of thosc Knights of the Parched
Lips!

With toasts one and Lwo ‘consume: and now in merry mood, vouns
fellowd, in their sevent will recsll with in ia, their heroos of
yesteryear whose sacrifices, steadfastness and o duty—ecome what

may—imade possible the spléendid working conditions and happy relationship,
between employer and employee, existing in the well-organised printing
houses| to-day. ey = . §

Much.-mare, gould: Beawsitten: of; thew Pilia#s _af the Labou¥ Movement™
from the turn' f"the century' onwards . of the heroic part-played by
those ftaunch trade unifoniets, individually, and colieetively, in that stormy

%

Ong of the “bank notes” printed by meibera of the Society
for|Limerick Strike Committee during the historic general
atrike of 1919.

period of political strife when seditious literature, ballads of the explosive

kind—*all agin the government,” were the order of the day! Bank notes,

too. of| several demominations, came off the treadle, and were in great

demand—they usually are!!

Nowadays it §s fashionable to hear people talk of the “good old days"

{God be with them—may they never return'y, when wits peaceful and
irts, and § pints for a bob!

The writer remembers during World War 1.
craft being paid anything from 2/6 to 4/- a w

L
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s to the printing
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ar), with an addj-

@& MCINERNEY,

ERICK- GRAPHICAL SOCIETY OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE,

DENIS — *‘Clare

T = aEx g B2

Val. 5. Neis. (Neweriss).

kepl ‘warking ati.full preure, ymﬁé&

quarivss, aod as time goes on determinat
Profiteers. p g
A few cases 0f shops atpempting o

A1 underineg

women wnd|

&

The Workers' Bulletin, produced by members of the
carried all the big strike news of 1919,

3 =

tional Inerease iannually until

Wha maoie. (A working week 1
two Bank Helidays, and, should vou h
had

the

it—or had not it—no wages, no sic
coulin't care less.

Work—slavery would be more apt—usu b
ar commuercial houses, for journcyman an

Lighting the fire operating the treadle machine, "w
as.well as umpteen formes with potash (a liguid. that sm
almost burned the fingers to the bone), were all parl o
(Should the boss live in the upper portion of the

estahlishr

on oceasions did the shopping for dinner that is na ex
Conditions in Jhewspaper offices were no less diff.
davs—long bhefo the intreduct of the rotary ©

ahliged 1o fold, wrap, lick and stick stamps for the
when ready. he brought to the post office and railway s
That done, he returned to the office where he wa
1o delivercd. on foot, to regular customers residing
the Racecourse and Corbally Mill, or ~aherdavin, and
tHe case ‘'may he

Work for him finlshed’ on those same eVenings ar
Wwhen pay day.arrived he was not rewarded to the caent
by way of overtime . , . it was all in the day's.work!

It will have been noticed that I refrained from
Those stalwarls of the past,-and rightly so. Had I
vescence and appreciation, to do them simple justice
of cven one of the old brigade, all \ efforts
4 their names will. be ensh
ing” long after this old comp. wil
the Almighty Editor for fipal revision

Moving: outside the confines of the Shannonsids
proper that mention should be made of the section et
James Real, Ennis; Michael Moylan, Nenagh, and the one a
McCormack. B who between them have given over 100 y
devoted service to the Soeisty, for the betterment of their

Within th« past eighteen months a printing wo
at Shannon, employing over 80 craftsmen With the wve
in lithographic ahd film setting. the ‘port deserves wel
the Society and communitly in general for the wonde
has characterised it as the most progressive townsh

Long may the good work—the most colourful—co:
prosper, Shannon abu!

In conclusion, and with a Justifiable pride, we re
officials of the parent body (Limeriock) vl-r,o. whether
tary, down the past three score and ten years, have give
service, mot to the ‘jcause of -printing” “alone. but also t
movement and theirjcountry, especially during times of cri

Matthew Harvey! P. M. Cusack, B.C. : 'R. P. O'Connor, B
John Christie>C. G.4C 3 k, B.C.; Paddy
Casecy, B.C., Mayor; Michael Hartney, Ald;, Mayor: John
W. J. Conlan, Tom Dargan, Felix Ryan, J. McShe
'.I‘T_-Ialloran‘ J. A. O'Donovan, W. Naughton, W. W. (. &
O'Connor, P. J. Butler—longest serving secretary (194%
youngest ever to fill the office, only to relinquish it when
N.G.A. duties compelied him to do so

Another outstanding citizen, with printer's ink in hi
<nihan, compositor-master printer, historian, and M y
istory of Linierick” is the greatest treasure of our

] clock. and

v hest

all

anc

And so, at the end of this perfect day, I

leave you

Slan agus beannacht Dk

oribh go le a chairde

1969
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Model, T.A., IW2 Champlon' Chapel representa- 'r'm'-f&:'.'dww ‘;‘1’:‘E fitims cha 'I,:u o oren L pn
@ HAYES, MICHAEL—Member of ‘. HINTON, MICHAEL ! tive, on commitiee since 1988, s
" 1985; , - LU.P. } @ O'CONNOR, JOHN P, — Member  ANTHONT . — ”
branch mm::u terl since % Chapel, Shannon, representative, ® NAUGHTON, MARTIN—Commit- of branch committes. since 1963; e z.fn],,c“ﬁ“,,,‘:,.-w;. 1964 -:"";:
o s et 1968; served on varlous Chapels tee member 1965, '67, ‘63 and '60 branch president, 1858; branch T e
Chapel gince 1#4; Secretary In UK., - ® OEYANE, P, audltor,  19e9, :
Li f  Trade oK . " , PATRICK J.—Elected v - SE et g
n".‘f"’"‘lu‘:"“““l“: delegate | ® KNIGHTLY, COLIN — Co-opted i committee In 1063, ‘4, '¢s, @ OFLYNN, ROBIN — Member of @ RYAN, GERRV—-Firat elected to
Unlons, 1967 and i deleghte 1o committee as LU.P. repres. ‘8% elected branch president, Toaa Eoe 1958, '8, '81, "08 and M e el o
to South| of Ireland and All- entative, October, 1869; | Chsir- 1M6 and '87; delegate (o Trades 1989, Father of Ile: E'?.‘:“d:‘ qlh.-.'
Treland Conterences, 1849, El man 1.U.P, Chapel, Shaanon, Councll,” 1859; delegate to South @ O'MALLORAN, PASCHAL—Mem- nom, up to August, IHE.
ected president January, 1968, =
VICE-PRESIDENT
@ MAUGHTON, JOSEPH—First el-
ected tg brench committee,
986 and | has served since; el-
ected  vige-president 1988 and

_AFW. MLimerlck
Lewder' Chapsl, 18608, B

SECRETARY

® O'HALLORAN, -MICHAEL—Sec-
retary since member of
commiites, 1043,
1988-1908; | vice-presldent,
"81-'83; Trades Councll delegate
since 1884; Clerk of ‘'Limerick
Leader' Chapel, 1963; Delegate
10 South| of “Irelund snd All-
Ireland Conferences, 18980, 86, 1.
'#8; branch auditor 1963, '6§, '§7. °

@ BUILER, | MICHAEL — *‘Clare
Champlon!' Chapel, first. dlected
to commlftee, January, 8
@ BUTLER, | P. J.—1842-'44, Sec-
retary, Gulld of Young Printers,
Limerick |Br, i 1844, Bidnch
auditor; [I847, elecled  hranch
§43-1948,
Limerick T.A. , and
H ident; - 1980/
* Southof Tre: |
mmifiee; 1964
South “bf |
R N.G/AL - 1w/
dent,  All-lreland Con- "
LGuh.i 19838, Vice-- | i : :
upresentea Tn; | From left, seated: Messrs,

i R e -
sq Conarens, - Klilarniyi :r"‘:' r?uﬁggf' x:: romn left, standing: J. O

brench d:ln“(é
to Triennjal Deleiate mestings,

- Butler, M. Naughton, M. Ha Presic Hallora,

nnor,

M. Hinton. Other members of the committee not in pictu::e, are; Messrs. A. Price,
M. Butler and D, McInerney.

M. O'H ran, Sécretary, and
ice-Preaident; C. Knightley, P,
G. Ryan,

o, M. Hayes, Pre
R. O'Flynn, J. Naughton




