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ary’s RFC: built
cal endeavour

RE in a national newspaper
¥ gave the impression that the
it 5t Mary's RFC were built by

from the state. This is a totally
mption.
2rick people know - and as the

Leader has always reported ~

mdous facility was built by the

it that saw Ger Hogan helping
purs with his horse Peig during
floods in the nearby St Mary's
er’s family lived a stone's throw

from the original wood hut clubhouse
in the Abbey. It was build by donations
from savings of old age pensioners and
a weekly draw subscribed to by good
penp!e which brought in up to €1,500
per week. It was build by the members
and the contributors to the door to door
bucket eollectionsin St Mary's parish and
Corbally. It was built by members who
‘picketed the town hall for two weeks to
‘push planning permission through.
When the building of the clubhouse
was first mooted there was £300 in the
clubs finances and it was estimated it
wquld cost to the value of ,ﬂﬂn_ in
today’s money to build. en it was
finished approximately five years later

there was a small loan ew@:lt{r Credit
“Union. The clubhouse was designed,
engineered,  project . managed and

physmaﬂ}' built by St Mary’s peaple.

So let it be known and understood that
the proud and resourceful people of St
Mary’s didn't rely on charity to build this
magnificent development.

BRIAN O'DONOGHUE
THORNFIELD, MONALEEN, LIMERICK

Author responds on
height of spire

I AM grateful for the welcome extended
by Billy Wallace (Limerick Leader,
February 23) to my recent book on the
Diocese of Limerick. His comments
about the spire of 5t John's cathedral are,
however, incorrect.

It 15 not true, as he asserts, that there
is no documented proof of its height and
I have no idea where be obtained his own
grossly inaccurate figure of 258 feet.

During the restoration of the cathedral
in the 1977-84 period, Bishop Jeremiah
Newman had the spire measured
scientifically by the architectural firm of
Patrick J. Sheehan and Partners which
showed it was 308 feet and three inches
from the base of the tower to the top of
the cross. It is therefore, as [ state in my
book, the tallest in Ireland, followed in
the fnllumng order by those in Cobh,
Killarney and Maynooth. We can however
both agree onits beauty and architectural
merit.

LIAM IRWIN
DROMCOLLOGHER, CO LIMEFIIEH

EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr Wallace provided

drawings from M & S Hennessy,
Architects, to support the statements in

his ]Etllﬂl' published last week.
~ 3~y |
Down memory lane

in lovely Limerick

DURING the school midterm break last
week, 1 spent three days in Limerick
with my children. We had a great time,
The people of Limerick were so friendly,

~politeand helpful. The sun was shining

andthe Limerick Strand HﬂtEl where we
stayed, has amazing views over the ¢ city.

I left Limerick as a_ pml&m 1977. My

own children were ai ik
and I ﬁ].],n-t .15 is’ ‘fﬂrﬁ' 1 -"""' AN t
to know that there is hﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬁ blin

We went ona trip down

laneand
walked around the Ennis Road, the North

Gircular Road and D‘Eﬁnnellﬂvenue
One of my many memories is going to
Jim's Shop on the North Gircular Road to

buy a penny ice cream. Another is going

to town, sitting on the crossbar of my
Uncle John's bike. This was a different
era, another life and a far ery from my
children’s lives today. However, they will
not forget their weekend in Limerick and
I'hope 1 have created a memory for them.

Limerick City of a Culture 2014 is
looking fantastic. Congratulations to all
of those involved. e

GRAINNE RYAN
(AUTHOR OF DANNY.COOL BONJOUR)
THE GALLOPS, LEOPARDSTOWN, DUBLIN18

Book on history of
Abington Creamery

READERS of the Limerick Leader ‘may be
aware of Dom Mark Tierney's fine work
Murroe and Boher: The History of an
Irish Country Parish.

Given that Abington Creamery was,
at one time, the largest in the country
in terms of t.]'.le number of its suppliers,
it is notable that Fr Mark does not
mertion what was the local creamery
in his book. I am hoping to address this
gap in local knowledge by writing a book
on the history of the creamery, focusing
on the econmic and social impact it
had on the community it served. To
do this, I need primary sources and it
seems'likely}hat many documents lie
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Dear Editor,

| would like to comment on Liam Irwin’s reply to William Wallace's article on the height of
St. John's tower and spire as in Limerick Leader on 1 March "14.

Init Mr. Irwin claims his citation is based on findings made by P. Sheehan and Partners,
Architects , who surveyed the tower during restoration work between 1977-84, which
returned a height of 308 feet and 3 inches.

| cannot understand how a period of time is sufficient to corroborate Mr. Irwin's opinion
on a matter without reference to a source such as a book, archive , or journal with details
of publisher and year of publication.

On the other hand William Wallace has fully verified his claim on tower’s height at 258
feet based on drawings by architects M&S Hennessy used at the time of its construction.

He has sent copies to the Editor and to me in response to my published letter on the book
9/1/'14. | have lodged the papers with Michael Mc. Guire, City Librarian for inclusion in
Local History Archives and for access to researchers.

In addition, Mr. Wallace recalls that a second source reveals in the 1990s that
scaffolding imported from Germany for tower restoration work had speciﬁc“atir:ms for a
tower of 258 feet also. Since William worked as a crafts man in the Cathedral there is good
reason to consider the recollection worthy of verification through further research.

As things stand, Mr. Irwin’s evidence is on thin ice until he finds a citation to support it
which the public can access, whereas Mr. Wallace's technical drawings of the tower and
spire of 5t. John the Baptist’s Cathedral, Limerick belong to the domain of fact at the
moment until falsified by a serious academic onslaught.

Thanks,
Daniel R. Clery 2/3/'14

South Circular Road Limerick
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