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God whose house this is.”
During the Mass many
uplifting and celebratory
hymns were sung by the
Limerick Diocesan Choir
A professional TV film
rrew recorded the Iprﬂ!-
ceedings. while  alter
wards & pipe band wel-
comed the parishioners
and puests into the spe-
vially constructed mar-
(uee for refreshments,

A Castletroy parish-
ipner wha attend the cele-
bratiun sald. “The
restoration work done 15
marvellous and fabulous,
and done sa quickly too.
She said the atmosphere
wis lovely.

Fr Joe (Cussen said,
would like to thank the
people of St John's parish
who have great aflection
and love for this church
The restoration has been
# daunting prospect but
through a great deal of
co-operation and goodwill
it succeeded.”

A lot of effort had been

Tnvested in making the
The .

pecasion  spegial,
floors of the cathedral
were polished and gleam:
ing, stewards beavered
around making sure
evervone had a seat, local
councillors in full garb
were in attendance and
the altar was packed with
bishops and guests The
Nuower arrangements dis
played around the church
were tastefully created by
Noreen Storan of Our

Lady: of the HRosary
Parish. ;
An interesting dance

movement for the Hlurgy
was performed by @ group
of  students dressed in
black from the Gabrielle
wallace School of Speech
and Drama

“It is a big day and
evervthing has  gone
according to plan” sad
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bilateral aereeiment wills
AT OIS
Fullowange this the Ed
sotiphit approval to negog
ate an Upen Skies e
ment between FEurope and
the United States |
Minister Brenpan sakd
that he had taken oo
dceaunt @ number ol e
tors, including the mpsct
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on Shannon arport and
it hinterland. the oppor
ranities for Aer Lingus to
merease i1s business and
the opportunities that
might be opened up for
ather airports in lreland.

“A muyor part of my
thinking regarding Shan
non wias the Gt that an,
EU US Liberalised market

is the inevitable outcomae
of this whole pricess in
Europe.” he saud,
Minister Hrennan
added that this liber
alised market “will allow
Shannon to retam s
prositlon as an importian
destination for US Ire
land transatlantic traffic
and to seck to develop
itself” as a hub for passen
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The Bishop of Limerick, Dr Dq?-ul Murray, celebrating Mass for the complation of the consarvation work

at St John’s Cathedral

diocesan secretany

The Cathedral Admin
istrator Fr DenisMuotlane
commented, “When we
higran this maajer progedt
af restorine St John's 1
bscsimie ippaent thal we
were  walking on the
swint gl dreams  of
those whe laboured lov
ingly 1o build this fine
catthedral oo tme ol Jdif
ficulty the spirit of our
apeesiors  rose abowe
thetr own hardships ad
struggles o build this
monument of fabh The
restoration of this build
ing is not only o renewal
of the building but also
repesval ol faith St
John's towers into the
Limerick sky mwviting us
to reach upsward aed fout-
ward "

The eathedral was Tirst
opened  for worship n
1860 and this s the Mlth
major work of returhish:
ment since it opened, The
seaffoldine was a fmmiliar

csight on the Limerick
skyline  aml it even
included a lin Al the

stonework wis raked out
i thee spiee aod the tower
and  repointed  Carbon
chaming  was  rendved
Fromm the stome s wiler
ropellent wits applied
About hall the reol was
replaced with 2500 shetets
of copper and o new light
ning  proteciion  system
wis instled on the traver-
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The copper rool of the

cathedral was replaced an

a cost of €2.1m, the spire
amd wower at o ecost of
i m oand internal works
wirs carried out al a cost
il E20m

Work was also compled
vel on the exterior of the
cathoedral, the car-parking
fncilities and  landscap-
g, with the total spend
coming 1o €41 million

Inside the Cathedral
the new oo is laid out n
the form of a labyrinth,
which represents the path
uf Christian life. This
path s walked at sigmh
cant limes sueh as on the
evee of haptism or confir
mation or during Holy
Week Talian white mar
hic ad Irish limestone
are nstd and polished 1o
appear dark '

During 1he restoration
laree arvas of nineteenth
century Hles Were aneoy:
eredd within  the  side
chapels. These have been
cleaned and repaired. The
main aisle has been re
tileel in the manner of the
nriginnl

Around T0 e eent ol
the walls had to haye the
plaster removed anl
risplastered with Time

The eracked and bro
ken surlnee of the paving
around the cathedral has
bieen replaced and
upperided. with . the
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Hemwever Deputy € Sl
Livaan repectisd this, claim
me that the abandonment
nl the current hitlateral
aprecment wotddd e “dev
astnting Dor Sharirn

“The threal o Shan
o s Turare cannot e
Hp R it ar opationl
lowel  The oy ernment
cannot be sallowed o mis
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The Bishop of Limerick Dr Donal Murray, on his
way to celebrate Mass for the completion of the
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Voluntary
group gets

€25,000 to

fight abuse

A VOLUNTARY group
fighting dameste vio
lence 1n Southill has
secured o badly e
Crovernmient et
writes: Cerard Skehan

The onceofT swm ol
F25.000 15 being provid
el 1o support  the
southill Domest i
Abuse Project e thee
efforts to stamp  out
domestic violenee i the
eity

Project co.ordinato
Ca (Neall said that sh
was thrilled with the
news of the funding
pspecially i view of 1he
fact that the project
might have closed with
IR

“We are delithted

FeCeIve this fundhing
which will ensure the
continuation: of  our

work. Previous tunding
was about w dey up but
thanks 1o this the work
of the project can con
unue,” she said.

The project wirs estal)
Lidhed 10 2000 as g three
vedar piot progriunme
However, the fanding
wits due o tmish this
June  Mipister Willoe
(Vdea recopnised the
value of the project's
work and rhade the {1
mteps o secure more
funiding

Sapd Manster O e
“The reason | ook o
personal mterest m the
project is because ol the
remendous work they
do in fighting domesti
abuse v iousiy
there's o huee el for
it there judging by the
demand bevels for the
service

satster o State also
vaied trribute to the work
wing done by all those
mvolved with the pro
et

“The Southill Pomes
tic Abuse Project 1s #

L very worthwhile miti

tive and does great yerk
in the local community
in attempting 1o tackle

tthe persistent evil thin
Lrs domestie abuse

“This grant will prose
very useful e support
me the group 1 als

valuable work and n
partwular in raising
AWATEII 5 HIRATRT .
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