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PAT Hartigan stood tall
wherever he went, both in
stature and in character.
Never was he seen to com-
mit an underhand act; rath-
er he was invariably tough
as nails, yet as fair as he
could be.

He was loved by his col-
leagues, admired and re-
spected by his opponents.

From his early days
with club South Liberties
and school Limerick CBS,
he was a towering figure.
Honours came his way in
an inevitable -manner, yet
they were accepted with an
innate modesty that charac-

. terised this gentle giant.

His five All Star awards,
gained in successive years
and in the same position of
full-back, ensure for Pat for
all time, a unique status in
hurling but all the fame and
adulation never went to his
head.

To this day, he remains a
modest and model sports-
man.

His decision to retire was
taken after a deal of soul-
searching, but it was, in
truth, inevitable.

The eye injury that Pat
sustained a few days be-
fore the 1979' Munster final
against Cork never cleared
up and though he attempted
a few comebacks, it was
obvious that he wasn’t the
same man.

Hartigan assisted his
club, South Liberties, in the
semi-final and final of last

¥

year’s county champion-
ship, but he admitted this
week:

“My prime concern was
to walk off the field without
a serious injury and that
is a negative way to carry
on. It is with great regret I
make this decision to retire
but the injuries I picked up
in those county champion-
ship matches - both facial
- were a major worry.

“No matter how bad they
were, I still wanted to play
on but common sense dic-
tated otherwise.”

A1l hurling lovers will
agree that Pat, who is only
30 and as superbly fit as
ever, has taken the correct
decision. And they will be
pleased to know that he in-
tends to retain his associa-
tion with hurling. :

“If I can help out with the
county teain as I have been
doing over the past year or
s0, or can assist youngsters
with coaching or whatever,
1 will be glad to do so if re-
quired,” he said.

Pat Hartigan’s contribu-
tion to Limerick hurling
over the past decade and a
half has been considerable.
There is little doubt that he
will continue to do his full
share in the years ahead to
keep Limerick amiong the
elite in Ireland’s great na-
tional game. ) ’

Now though, Pat - already
an athletics international
of long standing - will have
a little more time to give to
the shot putt and possibly
even achieve considerable
eminence at this event in’
the near future.
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WIDELY considered one of
the greatest hurlers to ever
line out for Limerick,” Pat
Hartigan enjoyed a long and
fruitful career as the Treaty
county’s number three.

His success is perhaps best
displayed by the five consec-
utive All-Stars he won at full-
back for his county.

In 1973 and 1974, Hartigan
was an automatic choice for
the All-Stars at full-back,
highlighting the consistency

_of his performances.

“Somebody recently said
to me that I'm still the only
player to have five consecu-

tion.

“Being the full-back meant '

I was the first Limerick All-
Star ever selected. These are
small little things I kind of
look back on at times and
think of how lucky I was.”

He first started at full-back
for Limerick in 1970 at the
age of 19 and won the first of
his three county champion-
ship medals two years later,
on what was a momentous
day for his ¢lub South Liber-
ties. .

“The first county cham-
pionship was very special.
It was 83 years since we last
won it. It was the first final
Patrickswell lost so it was a
big achievement for us, they

“tive awards in the same posi- .

had a good history of win-
ning county championships
up to 1972.”

Avid followers of the
South Liberties team of that
era will realise Hartigan did
not appear in any of the team
pictures after the match.

Many people have queried
Pat over whether he actually
played ; Hartigan did line out
for South Liberties — then
played a senior football
match for Limerick directly

_after!

“The minute the whistle

went, I went into the dress-

ing room, gave: back my
South Liberties jersey, put
on the centre-back jersey and
went out and played against
Wexford.”

Left: Pat Hartigan
in 1981 with his five
All-Star trophies,
which he received
in consecutive
years from1973 to
1978 while playing
at full-back for
Limerick.

Below: Pat Hartigan
pictured inthe
Limerick Leader
offices last week.
As you can see,
he’s still cutting

a dash, all these
years later ...




