ohn Hayes returns to nis-

rugby roots at B

By JEROME
O'CONMELL

JUST weeks after
gaining promotion to
the ranks of sentor
rugby, Bruff RFC
have created a stir
with thelr first major
signing — Irish Inter-
pational  front-row
star John Hayes.

The triple crown win-
ning prop linked up with
the County Limerick
club hefore departing
with Eddie O'Sullivan’s
[rish squad fo South
Africa.

While Hayes has been
attached to Shannon for
most of the past decade,
az he bacame A houwse-
hold name with Ireland
and Munster, he started
hiz career with Bruff,

This Safurday, the
Cappamore native wins
his 45tk International
eap as Ireland face the
gpringboks in Bloem-
fontein

e are  absolutely

John Hayes . . . Bruff bound
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thrifled, it is a great
boost to us in our first
yoar as @ senior club
Rughy enthusiasts in
county Limerick are
trilled”, said Bruff Fres-
ident Davy O'Keelfe

“He started with us as
a 17 year old = his
cousin John O'Dea was
pur captain at the time
and brought John up io
training one night and it
started from there”,
pecalled O Heeffa

“He played with us for
g few vears and then he
moved to Shannon to
play U20's and later went
to Mew Zealand and then
came back to play with
Shannon”

Haves, a past pupil of
Doon CBS, made his
international debut
against Scotland in Feb-
ruary 2000 in Lans
downe Road.

He scored his first
international try in Sep-
tember 2002 against
Romania.

This week Andrew
McMamara, Shannon
PRO  confirmed the
departure of Haves from

— the All-Ireland Leagie

champions.

“Hi came to us in 1984
as an U0 and then weant
to MNew Zealand. When
he came back he was
part of our All-Ireland
League successes”, said
KeMamara,

“He started as a sec
ond row and Niall
O'Donovan and Brian
O'Brien nurtored him
into a prop and from
there his caresr has
blossomed.”

Such is the current
standing of Hayes, he is
beon strongly touted for
a place in the forthcom-
ing Lions tour

Hiz switch to Bruff is
a tremendous boost (9
the newly promoted side
ahead of the new season,
when they will compse
in Division three of the
Alldreland League.

As well as Hayes, Fin-
barr Hogan and Richard
Flanagan are also
expected to bolster the
Bruff squad, after
returning from periods
in the Southern Hemi-
sphars,

Bath are former Bruff
players, but last played
with Young Munster,

'Hﬁihe&d prop on the

attempting to win for the first
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Munster. is named 4

il Killaloe's Anthony Foley will be

ful night, when Limerick
geercame Waterford, -7
o 04, to capture a frst
Munster U21 football thtle.
Perhaps the oocazion
iz part as two ner-
vous teams falled to
reproduce the form of
their somi final wins over
Cork and Kerry

Az the game entered 5
15th minute, both sides
had kicked five wides.

Step forward Limerick
wing-back Tommy Stack
to break the deadlock

*[ often get a bit of a
ribbing in training about
it", he loked, of his scor-
ing ratio,

“we would have been In
contral for the first half,
bt they took over in the
second half”, he recalled
aff the 121 final.

*You can see the bonefit
of our win — the loss
might have set them

Stack has just com- |
year aof |

Teted the final
i Bachelor of Educa-
tion degree In Mary
Immaculate College.

Besults pending he will
be looking for & perma-
neqt teaching position in
a Primary School later in
the Summes

In the meantime, he has |

secured some “substitute
teaching” and has the lit-
tle matier of a Munsker
championship seml final
to eccupy his time.

“Wa are looking for-
ward to iL They are a bit
like s — they have a
youthfigl team comin
from recent U721 an

minor teams. They havea |

It of ability and that will
tranafior through to senior

Al s H:_ﬁe Y,
He recalled that fhe

gides met in the first com- |

petitive game of the sea-
son — McGrath Cup semi
[inal in January,

“They gave us a muglg
mateh and we  wou

expect nothing different |
r e

o Sunday That day

led for most, but when

;EE‘ got into it. they
]E:]:lu.t it up to-us”, he

recaliod.

“Thav have nothing 1o

lose. They will be under- |

dogs and we will be

favourites and we wil |
have to see how the tag of |

favourites rests with us.
They would be looking at

this as their goal for the |

ar

Referring to the first
round win over Tipper-
ary, Stack stops short of
saving that :.]I-]e team got &

[P T Y |

Eoin Keating, a likely starter for Limarick

points, we kept our heads Sunday, will book a place “The Munster final is

and we never pan  im the Munster final on not an issue, eévery game

At the same time we can  July 11, the captain gald s a Munster final for us,

ldentify peints we peed to that no one will lookin or else we could be in fora

sort out. <t the Waterford chal-  big fall and find curselves
While the winners on PR, in the qualiflers.”

| would like to thank you for your
support over the past 15 years.

THE WORK GOES ON =
PLEASE VOTE IN THE
Eurorean ParuamenT ELECTIONS
oN June 11th.

YOUR VOTE COUNTS.

PAT COX M.E.P.




