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J ohn ‘the

G0 GeneraL NEews

finest among finest’

By DEIRDRE McGRATH

THE Herculean
feats of County Lim-
erick-born Olympic
giant John Flanagan
and former member
of the New York
Police Department
will never be forgot-
ten thanks to the
erection of a bronze
monument at Mar-
tinstown  Church
last weekend.

The life-size monument
of the hammer thrower

which stands on a lme
stone. base was unveiled

al: a special ceremony b
Ogﬁlc i gold :Ilmidj-r
lls.t for the 1600m in Mel-
bourne Ronnie Delaney,
who was poined on a plat-
l‘ﬂ-rm by relatives of John
ﬂ;f::n Pallasgrean
ﬂ]ymp hero nl;t-r!
Hyan:  Gregor

RAtRE
£ Mew ty

bers of the John Flana-
gan Memorial Commmiit-
tee, councillors and TDs.
“It 15 & great honour to
b psked to join the réla.
tives: of  John Flanagan
anid the relatives of Paddy
Ryvan-on siage They were
greal Olymplans: 14 15 a
preal idea o’ commeo
rate  John Flanagan
through this plece of art
Art and the Olvmpics dre
synonymous,” sald Mr

Dela n::g
elaney said thai
rren-nle wouldstop at Mar
tinstown to look at the art
and learn more about (his
champion who had cap-
tured the ima :lﬂEl‘t]ﬂ-'n.
ﬂummg contral
ethos of the 0Ol }mpw Spir-
it Mr Delaney said: “The
important thing in the
Dlvmpics 5 not 1o win
it b0 take  parct, the
Important thing in lifeis
not to trivmph; bot to do
well, mod toocorginer bl to
ﬁ:i:hL
“I'mi ol sure that John
Flanagan or Padiy Ryan
would have gone along
with the first part of that

Bemiemnber  that John
Flanagan was a winner
before he left Ireland. He
had - set many  world
reconds He was-a trun
sporisman, He went to

Clymipics - in Paris; St
Louis and London to win
He didin!t win'simply—he
had to deal with the psy
chology “of  having just
two throws Joft”

He said that Mr Flana
gan was a gentleman and
one of the most interest-
ing things abouit
him—and Paddy
Ryan—was that he chose
{0 come back home to e

land.

Mr Fried hrought e
sonal greetings  (rom
Mayor Ginliani, MNew

York Police Commission.
er, Bernard Kerrek! and
the hiphest ranking Irish
officer in NYPD, Joseph P
e, v

“We have looked in oor
fecords and hawve found
John Flanagan there-and
wie dliseoverml he  lied
pbout his age o get ' in”
said Mr Fried. i

“He was a champion

among men. We ealled the
Hew York Poliee  the
finest, and John' Flana-
EIF]H was the finest of the
nest, He served the peo
ple well and al-a nery
exciting time and a good
thme, just when tha Tive
boroughs" of the Bronx,
Brookivn, Staton Islanid,
Manhattan and &ueens
came together as ons
city™ he sakd. 1

“John Flanagan tpi
fes the warmth Lelween
Ireland and New York
Police Department, the
heritage is there” sald
pE Fried,

Critpoing . Cathaoir
Leach of Limeriek County
Councll Glr Kewin Shea-
han said that dokin Flann-
11111 proved  sport was

al and also Interma-
tigmnalk, -

“Your local councillors
here in Kilmallock Paddy
MeAuliffe, Jim Houlihan,
Eddis  Creighton and
John Gallabiae brought
this !rr:rﬂ'en:l: PO OUr ROLEGE
and - Limerick SCounty
Council wanted to' be
associated with this event

and have agreed to make

A penerous contribition,”
sakd:Clr Sheskian.

He congratulated Har
r¥ Greensmith: on  the
launch of his book John
Flanagan,, His Life mned
Times at Ballinvreena on
ﬁatur:lai night. and Fr
Gerald MceNamara who
was: instrumental  in
pbtaining & piece of
ground in the carpark of
sartinstown Church,

The echaicman of the
John Flanagan Memorial
Project, . Patsy MeGrath,

-Ea! iribute o Limerick
Lk

ty Council for their
5up%1m“t Bantry-based
or Jean Bynhart,

:un:l omas Hanly, Emly,
who - etched the  inscrip-

tion which reads: John
Flanagan, Olympic
Champion 1900, 1904,

1803, wnrid Chump:n:rn
1E‘Ihhmmmﬂ

Also among the gather-

E.; were Beputies

Michael Collins, and Dan
Neville, JP  McManus,
Harry Greensmith and
RTE sports hroadcaster
Tony O Donoghue.
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Ronnie Delaney, who took geld in Melbourne in
1954 in the 1500m, unveils Hﬂ-n
John Flonogan




