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BOOK LAUNCHES

A Life with
Claw tells it

all: Hundreds
at the launch

M The Peter Clohessy story s told

DONAL O'REGAN

THE FOLLOWING story didn't even
make it into A Life With Claw - The
Peter Clohessy Story. So if thats
anything to go by then the book -
launched in front of a crowd of over
350 in Thomond Park - will be on many
Christmas wish lists.

Peter was well known for enjoying
a sneaky cigarette before matches but
he denies smoking at half-time. On one
oecasion, though, midway through a
game, he indulged in something else
that dieticians and nutritionists would
be aghast at.

The book’s author and Peter’s wife,
Anna Gibson-Steel, takes up the story.

“It was 2001 and they were in Wales
for a Munster match. Peter was on the
bench. Somebody else was playing for
Peter - it wasn't Marcus [Horan| - and
they were getting a torrid time at the
SCTUM.

“At half-time Niall [0’Donovan]
decided Peter should come on. They
couldn’'t find him anywhere. Niallo
eventually found him two from the top
of the queue at the burger van.

“So Niall said, "We need you for the
match”. ‘But I'm nearly at the top of the
queue!’ replied Peter. He waited, got
his burger and ate it before
going on for the second

“Thereare

closure was overwhelming. "Phone
calls, texts, Facebook, Twitter ... It
actually made me worse in a nice way
because it was emotional to be getting
all the nice messages,” said Peter.

What are the possibilities of it
reopening, asks the Leader.

*Not at the moment. That will be
another chapter,” said Peler.

He was approached many times
about doing a book after he retired
from playing with Young Munsters,
Munster and Ireland.

"1 had no interest because if 1 was
to do it | would have done it properly
and [ would have fell out with too many
people. | had loads of friendships over
the years playing rugby so 1 didn't want
to sacrifice any of that. So | said | would
keep it as memories,” said Peter.

However, as the years passed the
notion of the book was inspired by
their youngest son Harry, 8, when he
saw a clip of Peter scoring a Lry.

“He never got to see daddy play,”
said Anna. The couple have two other
children - Jane, 15, and Luke, 21.

“The idea of doing it was to record
it for them so that's why it made it so
much fun. It was really just for the
kids,” she adds. And who better than
Anna, who has been beside him every
step of the way, to writet.

“It is all there. There's
no bulls®***. What isin it is

half;” said Anna.
“But | was hungry,” said somesad facts,” said Peter,
Peter in the Thomond Etﬂl'isﬁmd “There are some sad

Suite last Thursday night.
It certainly didn't do any

stories and some very
funny storiesin it - it is what

harm as Munster ran out 61- o happened. It is different
18 winners over Caerphilly. ﬁmrwgtfnes from your usual run of the
“There are loads of great mit mill book. | hope everybody

stories. It was a lot more
fun in the amateur days.
The rugby got better in the
professional days but | won't say a lot of
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Keith Wood, guest
speaker, told some great
stories, including the first time he met
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a0 in Thomond Park - will be on many
Christmas wish lists.

Peter was well known for enjoying
a sneaky cigarette before matches but
he denies smoking at half-time, On one
pecasion, though, midway through a
game, he indulged in something else
that dieticians and nutritionists would
be aghast at.

The book’s author and Peter’s wife,
Anna Gibson-Steel, takes up the story.

“It was 2001 and they were in Wales
for a Munster match. Peter was on the
bench. Somebody else was playing for
Peter - it wasn't Mareus [Horan] - and
they were getting a torrid time at the
serum.

“At half-time WNiall [0'Donovan]
decided Peter should come on. They
couldn't find him anywhere. Niallo
eventually found him two from the top
of the queue at the burger van.

“So Niall said, "We need you for the
match’. ‘But I'm nearly at the top of the
queue!’ replied Peter. He waited, got
his burger and ate it before
going on for the second

“Thereare

‘Mot at the moment. That will be
another chapter,” said Peter.

He was approached many times
about doing a book after he retired
from playing with Young Munsters,
Munster and Ireland.

“l had no interest because if [ was
to do it | would have done it properly
and | would have fell out with too many
people. | had loads of friendships over
the years playing rugby so [ didn't want
to sacrifice any of that. So [ said | would
keep it as memories,” said Peter.

However, as the years passed the
notion of the book was inspired by
their youngest son Harry, B, when he
saw a clip of Peter scoring a try.

“He never gol to see daddy play’”
said Anna. The couple have two other
children - Jane, 15, and Luke, 21.

“The idea of doing it was to record
it for them so that’s why it made it so
much fun. It was really just for the
kids,” she adds. And who better than
Anna, who has been beside him every
step of the way, to write it.

“It iz all there. Theres

half," said Anna. no bulls***. What is in it is
“But [ was hungry,” said some sad i'::::LsI,_'I' said Peter. .
Peter in the Thomond 1 “There are some sa
Suite Jast Thursday night. storiesand stories and some very
It certainly didn't do any SOIMEVErY  funnystoriesinit-itiswhat
harm as Munster ran out 61- stories happened. It is different
18 winners over Caerphilly. oY goo from your usual run of the
“There are loads of great mit mill book. 1 hope everybody
stories. It was a lot more Peter enjoys it,” he said.
fun in the amateur days. Clohessy Keith  Wood, guest

The rughy got better in the
professional days but I won’t say a lot of
the fun was gone out of it. We still had
fun but not half the craic when it was
amateur,” said Peter.

The timing of the book’s release was
poignant considering the closure of
Clohessy's pub in the city centre.

“Limerick and all of our friends have
been absolutely phenomenal in their
support over the last few weeks. It
was guite overwhelming. | think that
is what makes Limerick and Munster
such a special place to live. I'm mildly
amused by the synchronicity of the
timing - an iconie business that meant
so much to so many closing at the same
time that we were hosting a celebration
for the launch of the book.

“We obviously did not plan it that
way but I came to realise it is a bit of
a gift in the midst of a pitfall of life
we get to celebrate our health and the
absolute wealth of friendship that we
have, so for that again thank you so
much,” said Anna, in her speech. It
was greeted by the warmest round of
applause of the night.

Peter also said the reaction to the
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Anna Gibson-Steele at the launch of her book, A Life with Claw, at
Thomond Park with her husband Peter Clohessy and Keith Wood

speaker, told some great
stories, including the first time he met
Peter when Garryowen were playing
Young Munster. “l was a young fellow.
There are an awful lot of the Young
Munster pack here tonight and 1 still
actually shy away from them. We hit
the first scrum, Young Munsters had a
much better pack and were putting us
under a little bit of pressure,

“I was 18, 19. | said, 'T'm able to deal
with this’ until | heard a little whisper,
‘Who i= pgoing to burst the young
fellow's nose?’ To which Claw said, T
do it

“l got punched straight in the face,
blood running from my nose.

“Two minutes later there was
apother scrum and | heard, "Who is
going to burst the young fellow now?’
They kicked the 3*** of me 50 how 1 am
here at all tonight [ have no idea!” said
Keith.

Staying with club rugby, Peter said
the final whistle at the All Ireland
League win in 1993 over St Marys was
one of the happiest memories in his
career. “It was probably the only thing |
ever won playing rugby!” smiled Peter.
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