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Limerick skipper storms to victory
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by Andrew Carey

SPEAKING to the Limerick Post
immediately after his triumphant
completion of the Sydney Hobart
yacht race last week, Limerick man,
and property developer, Ger
O'Rourke of Chieftain Construction
likened his jubilant achievement to
the Everest of Sailing.

“The Sydney Hobart Yacht Race is
like the Everest of sailing and it's
certainly one of the toughest races
in the world,” said the tired but
thrilled skipper of Yacht Chieftain.

Ger, a well known property devel-
oper in Limerick with business inter-
ests as far as South Africa, took his
Bruce Farr designed and newly built
Cookson 50 foot yacht to the other
side of the world and lead a daring
Irish challenge on the world sailing
stage.

With his crew of 12, a number of
whom are also from Limerick they
took on the challenge of the 628
nautical mile course for the Sydney
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Neurological service
for Limerick demanded

by Marie Hobbins

A FORMER Mayor of Limerick, Clir Michael
Hourigan has dismissed as “waffle” an assurance
given by a spokesperson for Health Minister of
State, Tim O'Malley that “everything possible is
being done fo regularise the provision of neurologi-
cal services at the Mid-West Regional Hospital.”

Calling for the immediate appointment of a neu-
rologist for the region, the councillor says that
Limerick is at the bottom of the priority list for neu-
rological services with many people having to travel
to Cork or Tralee for consultant care.

In a recent Dail question to the Tanaiste and
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Hobart Race, which is often
described as the most gruelling
ocean race in the world.

Sailing under the flag of the
Western Yacht Club in Kilrush,
“Yacht Chieftain” was just one of 84
vessels that left Sydney Harbour on
St Stephen’s Day to begin a sailing
adventure that happily saw them
arrive in the historic port city of
Hobart some 38 hours later.

Fending off the main chailenge
from “Living Doll" a sister ship of
Chieftain from the Royal Yacht Club
of Victoria, their reward for this
record time was victory for Ger and
his crew in their particular sailing
class.

Coming in a coveted fourth place
in the overall race standings, this
marked a success which up to last
week had not been accomplished by
any other Limerick or indeed Irish
sailor to date.

Speaking to the Limerick Post in
the early hours of the morning after

Continued on page 4.
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completing the race
Ger said: “we're delight-
ed, I'm delighted and the
crew are ecstatic. We had
a great start out of the
harbour and conditions
favoured us really well.
The first third of the race
is where we made up the
most ground and we just
tried to build on it from
there.”

This was the new
"Chieftain's" first major
outing after achieving an
impressive fifth place in
the Hamilton Island Race
2005. The boat was built
and designed by New
Zealander Bruce Farr but
it will return to these
shores in the coming
months where Ger and
his crew will mount chal-
lenges for the BMW
Round Ireland Race and
the Round Britain and
Ireland Race.

Yacht Chieftain hopes
to participate in many
other European staged
races such as Fastnet
Race at the beginning of
next August.

Speaking of his love of
sailing and his delight at
competing in the race for
the first time Ger added:
“it was my first time com-
peting in this race as it
was for almost all of the
crew and the boat suited
the race beautifully so we

did well. We really
enjoyed it - it's a fantastic
competition and a great
way to see Australia and
Tasmania. Mind you I'd
have liked to see a little
more of Tasmania as it
was dark when we
passed it".

Having what he
described as an excellent
start out of Sydney
Harbour, Ger helmed the
yacht for the first third of

the race and was pleased
with their position as they
searched for wind and
vied for race position
standings with fellow
competitors.

They were not so fortu-
nate in the second third
of the race when they met
with a change in weather
as is a common occur-
rence in the Tasman Sea
and the aptly named
Storm Bay where heavy

Family appeal for help in
ﬁndmg brother’s killers

THE family of a mur-
dered Limerick car deal-
er have issued a heart-
felt appeal to the public
to help gardai find his
killers on the third

anniversary of his
death.
Sean Poland, was

shot dead at the front
door of his home in
Blackwater,
Ardnacrusha, Co Clare
shortly before midnight
New Year's Eve 2002.
The 39-yearold was
gunned down by a gang
of up to six masked man
after he answered his
front door. His girifriend,
Joanne Lyons, had her
hands tied behind her
back and was left to
watch as her partner lay
dying and his Killers

their efforts to come to
terms with his death.

“If there is anyone out
there who knows any-
thing about Sean’'s mur-
der, please contact the
Gardai - no matter how
insignificant you might
think the information
is,” said Ray Poland.

Sean Poland e

“We are missing him
very much and need
answers and we need
them now. Sean's mur-
der should never have
happened and he
should be alive today
like all innocent peo-
ple,” he said.

“The Poland family
would like to thank the
Gardai for all the hard
work they have put into
this investigation but
they cannot solve it with-
out the help of someone
out there who has the
answers to Sean's mur-
der,” he added.

According to gardai
the investigation into
Sean Poland's death is
still “very much active”
and a garda spokesman
said they are still hope-

seas and winds battered
the crew for a number of
hours.

“We hit gusts of 50
knot winds at one stage
and waves of almost 11
metres in height but were
lucky to have had the
wind behind us most of
the time,” explained Ger.

With speed indicators
on Yacht Chieftain dis-

_ playing figures of up to

24 knots on some occa-
sions hopes were high for

success in the race
finale. However once
again the  weather

changed for the last
stage of the race into
Hobart where previous
high seas and heavy
winds were contrasted by
the becalmed conditions
of the Derwent River.
Frustrated that the race
then turned to a drifting
match,Ger recalled that
some of the boats trick-
led past the finish line
registering a speed over
ground at just two knots.

With an actual elapsed
time of 02:15:18:10 Ger
0'Rourke, his crew and
Yacht Chieftain. powered
their way to IRC Division
B honours and a first
place standing in the cat-
egory. His success was
further enhanced and
merited when on the
handicap scoring system
“Chieftain” was placed in
overall fourth place in the
Sydney Hobart Yacht
Race for 2005.

At the awards ceremo-
ny held on New Years
Day, Ger thanked his
crew and all the help and
support that both he and
the boat had received
throughout this Southern
sailing campaign.

Ger and the crew are
due to return home in the
coming days for a well
deserved celebration and
rest.
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Aparmeid polmcs in South Africa.

SCRIBBLERS Writers meet Pier One, 11.30am
woekly.'AlI welcome.

SUNDAY 8

LAST pantomime performances at UCH
(Aladdin) and at Millennium Theatre (Jack & the
Beanstalk).

TUESDAY 10

RAHEEN Tqastmasters meet .1.st and 3rd

LIMERIQK camera CIub meets woekly Spm
room 202 at Mary Immaculate College, new
members welcome. Menthiy competition - theme
of Sport, format slide. Pau! ‘Murphy LIPF, 086-

PRESENTATION of drawmg awafds at LSAD exhi-
bition, Church Gallery, Clare Street, 5.30p.

THE Limerick Special OIympr Network holds
AGM 6—7pn1 at Dovm Syndrome Office, 73

0’Connell Street. All interested in volunteer
work, in coaching, training, promotions, enter-
talnment, are invited to attend.

SUNDAY 15

HUNT Museum is host to musical Winter Sunday
Supper Recitals series, 6.30pm meal followed by
6 concert weeks. Violinist Diane Daly and vibra-
phonist Boris Hunka are first in series.

Neurological service
fof Limerick demanded
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Concedlng that lre!and has the
lowest per capita ratio of neurolo-
gists in Europe, she confirmed
that her Department has recom-
mended a trebling of the number
of neurologists in the country and

West Regional Hospital which is a
centre of excellence in the provi-
sion of services in many clinical
fields still has no censultant neu-

rologist,” he told the Limerick
Post.
absence abroad, a
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