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by Andrew C.arey email; andrew@Ilimerickpost.ie

LIMERICK POST Saturday 17 January 2009

Munster Rughy
A sideline view

SOMETHING tells me that this weekend will be
all about a number of key factors. Obviously I'm
talking about the visit of Sale, the inclusion of
0’Gara, the withdrawal of Tipoki and the return to
form of the Munster side.

| haven't said anything too shocking there but
we all know where the key links are and where
the small sections are missing.

The Christmas and early January form was a
littte suspect as was the requirements of the
crowd that supported them. We demanded
results, we demanded blood and our pound of
flesh. As | said before, there's nothing wrong
with any of those metaphorical requests, but we
need to move back to the time when we held
Munster in the greatest of esteem for the team
they are, they team they came from and the
team they continue to be. A return to passion
please.

On the field, the man with the ball, pictured
below, will be the man that wins the match for

The Foynes native and only Irish man
currently on board Ger O'Rourke’s Volvo

Ocean Race entry, guided the stricken
Team Delta Lloyd to Singapore after their
racing yacht succumbed to a major struc-
tural failure early in leg 3 of the race when
the keel ram was ripped from the bulk-
head. His efforts earned him the The

Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics Seaman-
ship Award. The crew considered divert-
ing to a nearer port, but were able to
affect a repair sufficient to enable them
to sail the remainder of the leg and finish
under sail just before Christmas.

AS close as you could get to a mid we
point in the season, we turn to the statis-
tics of the leagues and have a snap shot
look at the AIB leagues so far.

Following seven rounds of the league, you'll
find that the top Limerick club is SHANNON and

indnnd thau hald tha came arrnlade for the Miun-

AIL leagues throws up the story so far

this stage last season. Boh's have yet to play five
Leinster clubs, but three of them will be in Limer-
ick. But Boh’s will take fortune for being able to
pick up a bonus point in three of their four losses,
but testing times are ahead as they have yet to
field a side against the three clubs presently at
the top of the table.
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