LULIIE Wr UOB Gaiu s sesns
rtigan dominating mid-field
uld win by two pointa.

Patrickswell we met bank
sial Timmy O'Neill, a pro-
ient Bord| na nOg officlal,
| he was In confident mood
mt the regult. In fact, he
i me thatl they had made

liminary arrangements for
ig victory bonfire.

Centre-flald will be vital”
told me, but the Kilkenny
t flank s suspect. Jim
yacy has not fully recovered

m the Injury, while young
m McCormack has not the
time expdrience, “If Lime~
k exploit this wing, the Mc-
rthy is boynd for the "Well”
iciuded the genial Timmy.

Jonal Godfrey, a member of
» South Liberties half-set
m in compan, with Jimmy
wod, a former goalie with
ibertles, were discussing the
m's prospacts, They both
reed that the defence is sus-
ct but were hopeful of a
perick win.
Juring my vacation in Tras
wrg I discovered that most

iterford people favoured
lkenny to \win. However,
wimus Power, trainer of the
iterford team, thinks

it Limerick will retain treir
win. "I ‘said the team that
uld beat Waterford would
n the All-Ireland,"” he told
y and I have seen nothing
ce to change my mind.
fohn Maher, who travelled
San Fragcisco with the
nerick team and runs the
ondale Loupge in Tramore,
d that the| party made a
ymise when|leaving the City
the Golden|Gates *“ that we
I1 be back,” land they intend
it doing tha.;t. “Have no wor-
s" he told 'me. “It's Lime-
k's title." |
Jonal Ring, the well-known
I band leader from Cork,
hough sorry. to see , Cork
L of the rade anticipated a

:at final and thinks.Lime-
just|

le will about win.

opinion o
’addy O'Donoghue, an
Jonoghue.

: (L. to r.):|Val Gillane,
igret, and Ton

all from ]
win.

allinagarde,

| R
Worried aboitt the ticket situation but not-the outcome of the final are

He is 23 years of ago . . .
8 ft. 3 ina. tall . . . h
ive of Shinrone, Qffaly,
and was educated al St. Flan-
nan's College, Ennis.
walks with a slow, almost lazy
gait, in a manner Bimilar to
the way he appearg to stroll
through the most |tempentu-
ous of Championship battles.
But, underneath that calm,
cool exterior,’ beats [the heart
of 2 man dedicated to the
cause of Limerick hurling —
and most immediately, Sun-
day's All-Ireland final against
Kilkenny at Croke Park.

By now you will have ear-
ned prizes for realising that I
write of no other than Joe Mc
Kenna, who will flll the No, 10
shirt in Sunday’s big match at
national headquarters.

Joe McKenna's story is a
strange one, and all the more
30, as the number of Offaly-
men to win All-Ireland hurling
medals can be counted on the
fingers of onel hand.| Indeed,
Joe knows ofl only ¢ne other
native of Offaly who holds
hurling’s greatest prize, and
that is his uhcle, Haul, who
figired in the| succesgsful Tip-

perary team of 1930.| Another
close relatbon, first| cousin,
Mackey McKenna, won four

All-Irelands with Tipp. in the
‘sixties, bul he is a hative of
Borrisokane.

Joe himself was bdrn, bred
and reared In Shinrone, where

his parents still run a pop-
ular public house. WAnd Me-
Kenna's of Shinrong was a

lively spot one! night last Jan-
uary when the son| of the
house, ,accompanied |by half
of his team-mates, bore the
MecCarthy Cup iin triumph thr-
ough the doorway. Needless to
say, the festivities Wwent on
long into the hight, | Nobady
was mbre pleased than Joe's
folks when Limerick 'won the
All-Ireland last scas¢n; they
were present tg cheer|on their
son and his. adopted county,
and wilj again!be In the mill-
ing throng on ISunduy,.

|

Cerdit = |

Indeed, Joe's family, and
Shinrone itself, can| take a
fair ghare of the credit for

his
the
was
yed

present-day eminence ‘in
game, for ever Eince he
a youngster, Joe[hag pla-
hurling. Shinrone, and
the remainder of South Off-
aly, are hurling mad, unlike
their fellow county men in the
northern parts, ‘where| football
is supreme, and in| recent
times, very successful, too.
He first Playnd the game at
Shinrone National School and
then moved on| to 8t| Flann-
an's College in' Ennig, where
he won a Dean Ryan Cup
medal and figured, |without
success, in the Dr. Harty Cup
team for three yecars,| playing
frequently against Pat Harti-
gen and other memberls of the
present Limerick squad.
Around this time, he won
an Offaly junior hurling ¢ham-
plonship medal with Shinrone,
and went on to ‘r¢present
Offaly in all grades, but alas
without any material success.
On leaving college, Jde came
to Limerick to work with the
Denis Coakley firm grain
and fertilizer importeps, and
now he is a rep‘reaentriw of

the company: | with | North
Kerry, Limerick, Falway,
Clare and Tipperary as his
area.

| |
He threv in his 1t with
South Liberties: and |wen a
gounty championship | medal
with them in 1972. It was this

displays with th¢ club and his
close association withl mem-
bers of the Limerjck team, that
made him clr-ul&g'u for Lime-
rick at the start of lasl
season, “only after c¢onsider-
able thoughl, far I had en-
joﬁzd playing with Offaly.”

MeKenna found the higher
standard in Limerick | a big
help to him and also the better
facilities, but he still toék time
to settle down with his new
team-mates, and his chdmpion-
ship debut agaipst ‘Clare at
Thurles wasn't exactly ja roar-
ing success. I i

success, and a mzmhnr}‘qr fine

Bally.
brown Club officials Teddy Hedderman, Jim Byrnes and Peter Carroll, :

Offalyman Joe McKenna will be striving for his second
All-Treland medal with Limerick.

“The last live
never forgel.”

He was dropped for the
Munster tiral against Tipper-
ary, but remained on the panel.
He was alse sidelined for the it was gr
semi-final against London, but at that
all the *ime kept plugging the fing
away, and he got his lucky sound.
break when the seleciors took
their big pamble of switchihg The fﬂl"ls

I think we all know how he

Eamonn Cregan toe centre-baclk
for the All-Ireland final and
bringing in big Joe at top of

the left. The move had its fell...and in all

critics, but not for long: not the game, Joe hix

only did Cregan P‘Iay the pro- memory of the 1

verbial “hlinder,” but Me- Limerick | . P n
Kenna's height and deceptive tears,” he : ! L

INE,
only than that 1.

speed proved too much for . !
even Fan Larkin. aware ol how 4
“I was surprised and dee m‘cu)r;rl‘ 1}?. 1.'.""‘,“"“ A
lighted to gel on in the first !;L{"T qu- i
2 B p. “And . Hidhiia)
plasel,  Joe, told my this means an ov

then I had a good start in the
match. The hall~backs and
mid-fielders were on top and
we got the right kind of ser-

me.”
A sucer

vice'". nia followed and
Fven when he was moyed ‘Yivk nre back in .

. out to the “40" to take on Pat lreland with "!1‘ '
Henderson, Joe wasn't worpy- °stablished  memboi
ied. He had marked the great t{mf?"‘ ”"“,.,ll”"" B
Kilkennymen many times pre- “8Y§ game? .
viously, and the end result of “L thinkp w. will «
McKenna's performance that are more mature "l
memorable day was a major The fact that we i
contribution to the Limerick back after the
success. Joe told me that the shows we are no i

pan. I don't agrec 1n:
strength Kilkenny wo
beaten us yibal
would have lived with
the day,” is Joo
prediction.

Let's hope he is 1ight
and Joe, nimself conld b he
very man ‘to cnsiue that his
dream comes true

only part of the proceedings
that upset him were the pre-
match ceremonies that drag
ged on and on. “We were very
relaxed before the game. T
knew I was being thrown into
an All-Ireland: final, but the
other playars were of fantas-
tic assistance and we all felt
good,” he says.
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; Dual Tavern
% Two Mile Motor Inn

Ennis Road, Limerick,
¢ Entertainment every night
% WATCH OUT FOR THE BIG STARS
¢

T

That is as it $hbuld be. Hport plays a very

portant part‘in our
eneration. ;

Last year's victdry gave hurling a much ne

ives, especially for the vou

illip in Limeru:lji that will befelt for many a

o cOMeE. I
' It is a fine mianly
pirit, and has an ar
b sport.

Kilkenny haye a
playing . . game.

I

game when played in the r
and craft unique in the w

greal sporting tradition for
They up'held that traditios

ho uncertain manner last year, but they met a res

This year could

Limerick take wi
y their bid to win a
or the first time.

|
\ 1

it Limerick, who wauld not lji;ear of defeat, anc
wrried the day in what proved'to be an epic fins
ve a repeat: bul whatever
hds, a fine clean game can be forecast,

h them t"he best wishes of
second é{uccessivo All-Irel:

DS AND ENDS . . .BY AN @ANGMRE SUG.

CMAHON
RIDDLE
SOLVED

AMONG the man
poems and songpk

itten by Michael Sean-
, “the Poel Laureat
Fenianism", was onp
lled "‘Castlemahon"'.

lial Michael Scanlan shouljl
jle 4 poem about Cakilg-
hon was not surprising for
himself was born in Castli-
hon, in the year 1833, But
th he was stUill in his early
ns his parents emigrated
United States, taking thei
pily with them. and Michae
er again saw sllema hon
the land of his birth

ls is the first verse of lhl!‘
m on Castlemahon: 7§ |
P for an  hour 1
red-hlnssomed clovi
nd my day dreams rest
In Ltheir freshn ta
0 the green ficlds and
wide valleys over,

ith a foolstep so light
a spiril ®a free

ere the pgreen ivied rigns
fling out their dark sha-
dows

ke a sigh Trom the
the days thal a
d the Deel vipp
along the green m A
i awiy in the village jof
Castlemahon
me imnieditoly
ading hi
t rvhiming betw

1 g

recd
131N
i he

nd’

sonl for

oL
hne fis
nuihoh™
L rhyme I hael oft¢n
of Castlemahon. agd
pone evening 1 was sif-
4 when I heard a1 msgn
bthat part of Co. Limerigk

tlo Lhe place ps Mnahoop-
L was to discover sibsp-
lly that many people usdi
dder form of the namp,
Lis, Mahoonagh, in prefef-
1o Castlemahon
LMy mnotes last week o
fme Fedamore 1 sajd (I
il have something (o f
anolher Co. Limoy
hame  this  week
Mame in question, 1 nwe
By remark, is Castlemahon.
fahoonagh., And ond
I turn to Dibnseanchas,
gan of An Cumann Lo
[iheacha, for my inforng-
k- The Nollalg 1965 numbiy”
Innsennchas lists morf
90 variants of the nanid,
Wrlants being mainly vin
P of spelling, or attempl
e the original Tris
Phonelically in Fnelisl
ing:, .

ttrees

]\‘!lrum»: documents fion
k:”h eenlury, such s th
Rook or Famoeriel, s

Caiy

Ndar of Document: 1o

%10 Ireland, we find [
ey sUe)y M isis
Uinteaveny, Moyianenmeh,
MSYenagh. " In 1418 i1 was

1
wriltéh Moytawnadh: an
1482, i waus wrilten Moy Lhe
ith In the Fiants of B

beth for 1379 we tingd the 1
Motawanch, Seven vears |
It #ppears in an entry
“T'oghe Tuwnagh, or Mal
nagh' The “Toghe' in
: 8 the Irish word ‘tw
th being a Gaclic tern
1al dvision

“he "loghe of Tamhnagt
red tu in other 16th
tury  documents The 1
bhar  Muimhnench  pefers
Cormae  Muighe Tamhns
and in Dieghluim Dang 1}
15 mention of somebody
lved in Muigh Thamach F

where there js mentfon 'Lr

awiwnaghe’ (Trian. Ta

nach) :
The writer in' Dinnsean

believes that the word "ta
nach’ comes from ‘tamh
meaning the stump of a t
“Tamhnach' then would m
A place abounding in stur
of Lrees; that is, most likel:
place Where trees had b
cut to fhake the ground re
for tilllage or pasturage

Tualtll ~ Thamhnach wo
therefolp, mean ‘the tyath
the th%cen  stumps’:  Mu

(moduern

woutld mean
tree stumps';
nach  woukll

Ma) Thamhn
‘the plain of
and Trian Tar
mean ‘the tk
(third was a area of measu
of the tree stumps’. “Tue
ind "Ma', being feminine nou
‘ause the “T" of Tamhnach

Iy spirated, which gives
“I" = 'H' sound. And so
Thamnuach  would he 'p

nounced something like 'M
Hoon-och’, a  pronuneial
which is, (o a large exie
preserved in the modern na
Mahoonapgh

Castle
The
word

ol

introduction  of
tle’ into the nam,
comparatively recent
kin. In the Ordnance Sury
Namie Books of the ea
18405 it is stated that the o
name of 1he village is Cast
mahon, but, the form Mnaho
agh is also given, In the
roneous belief that the ‘Mah.
in Castlemahon came from f
personal name  Mahan,
lrigh form used by the P
office  was ‘aislean  Ma
amnhnn, As a result of
resent An Coimisiun L
ainmnoe (The Placenan
Comn; bas now
¢lared the correct Irish fo
to be Calslean Malghe Tan
nach, which you might trai
late as ‘the castle of the pl
of the tred stumps’,

So much for the names

i-ﬂ'w place’ that Michae! Scs

%

lan remembered in exile—

Fach night in my sleep 1
whitey  moonbeams= a
flinging

Their light o'er 1he riv
the Wiidge and the mi

I ean hetir the eleny fone
the village mailds singir

Ieateh svery note and 1
every thrill,

Then o demon leaps onl wi
with a wild ery of dang

And  the rives, the bl
And the moonbeams
the slyangey

fro mthe villag,
anhon

Iarnway




