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matter what life
vs his way, Liam
2 always sees himself
ing on a journey. As
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1 shock of having ter-
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found great strength ‘in
that - that’s something that
I would have never found
before.

“For my sins, I don’t go
to Mass every Sunday — 1
rarely go to Mass —but asI
get my strength back that
will change because I think
I owe a lot to God, not to
the Church, I just owe a lot
to God.”

And his life motto? It
comes from one person
who guided him through
his Concern experience
over the last 20 years, Fr
Aengus Finucane.

“Do as much asyou can,
for as many as you can, for
as long as you can. I have
taken that on board and
that’s become my motto.

“ 1 would however, like
to discover why God has
spared me, to see if there is
anything specific he would
want of me,or anything
that I could do to help oth-
ers that I’'m not already

“doing,” said Liam.
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A NEW book, Give Me
Irish Heroes, which is to be
launched in Limerick next
week, includes among its
15 heroes, Gerard McDon-
nell from Kilcornan, the
first Irishman to scale K2.
Gerard died while descend-
ing what is regarded as
one of the world’s most
dangerous mountains and
while trying to help three
others to safety.

Author and adventurer
Ian McKeever got the sup-
port of Gerard’s family and
friends in writing the chap-
ter on him.

And his account of Ger-
ard’s life and epic adven-
tures is a warm one -
putting Gerard right at the
heart of the family who
meant so much to him and
extensively quoting Ger-
ard’s mother, Gertie, who
realised very early on she
had an adventurous soul
on her hands.

It charts Gerard’s life
through college and his
first climbs — and goes into
some detail about how he
helped veteran climber Pat
Falvey on Mount Everest, It
also tells the true story of
Gerard and the sliothar on
top of the world’s highest
mountain.

Most importantly, from
the point of view of histor-
ical accuracy, the book
gives an extensive account
of the events of August
2008 when Gerard realised
his ambition to scale K2 -

hook on Irish heroes

an event which quickly
turned into one of the
world’s worst moun-
taineering tragedies which
claimed 11 lives.

On the strength alone of
what he did over the two
days before his death, Ger-
ard deserves the epitaph
hero, but the book also
reveals the many other
ways in which this son of
Kileornan was heroic.

Joining Gerard in the
ranks of heroes are Adi
Roche, Gary Keegan and
jockey Seamus Durack.

“It outlines the roller-
coaster journeys taken by
15 very different individu-
als who come from all
walks of life, men and
women alike, people from
all over Ireland, whose sto-
ries have effected positive

Mountaineer Ger McDonnell who is included in a new

change, be that in the per-
ceptions of those around
them or in their own phys-
ical environment,” said Mr
McKeever.

The book is Mr McK-
eever’s second and it will
be launched in Dolan’s,
Dock Road, Limerick, next
Wednesday, at 7.30pm. Paul
O0’Connell has been invited
as the special guest
speaker and all profits are
being donated to various
charities, including Gaisce
and the Chernobyl Chil-
dren’s Project.

Mr McKeever will also
visit schools in Limerick to
speak about Ger McDon-
nell, including Kilcornan
NS, Colaiste Mhuire,
Askeaton, the Salesian Col-
lege, Pallaskenry, and the
Crescent Comprehensive.

Free on-street city parking

CITY Christmas shoppers
are set for a boost as from
this Friday, December 4,
there will be 3,000 free on-
street parking spaces avail-
able.

This week Limerick City
Council confirmed that on-

street parking will be free
on all Friday and Saturday
afternoons from 2pm from
December 4 to December
19. On-street parking con-
tinues to be free all day on
Sundays.

Mayor of Limerick, Clir

Kevin Kiely said that Lim-
erick city centre is a per-
fect place for Christmas
shopping and Limerick
City Council wanted to
make it as easy as possible
for people to spend time in
the city.
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