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A LIMERICKMAN is close to making history this

week, by becoming the first Irishman to reach the

' peak of one of the most dangerous mountains in
the world.

This is Askeaton native, Gerard McDonnell's

ond attempt to summit K2 inthe Himalayas
the Pak-China border. In 2006;.he climbed
rly 8000m of K2 Mountain's 8611m before
ing a serious-head injury when dverhead

1S feared amongst the most ha

To date, only 130 climbers have managed to
summit the great snowy peak, and it has claimed
the lives of close to 50 mountaineers. Ger’s odds
of reaching the summit are 1 to 10. The target
date for the team’s first joint summit bid is this
Thursday, July 31. If their weather predictions are
correct, they will commence their descent four
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“He’s not doing it because he wants to be the
first to do it; he's really just doing it to do it. He
came so close the last time before he got injured.
His father passed away 17 years ago and he said
he had a very spiritual experience when he was
on the top of Everest and he felt a great close-

ness with his father at that moment”, explains his
mother.

Ger and his team of 8 (5 Dutch, 1 Nepalese, 1
Australian, 1 Irishman) converged at Islamabad in
May before setting off on their journey to the K2
base.

Ger and his expedition team have been submit-

ting updates and photographs of their trek through
a website (nortik2.nl).

In his log entries, Ger reflects jovially on his ex-
periences, most of which require extreme endur-
ance, and County Limerick phrases like ‘There's
fear of us' are regularly peppered throughout his
dispatches, making for interesting reading.

ilkee acecident



