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nection with the rest of Ireland, but, un-
fortunately four or five officials, who were

more extre. n. both their political and
religious ws, ‘were able to exercise a
controlling influence over the others.
. Under these ciréumstances I began to

‘lose faith in the prospectiof retaining the

| devote all our attention to the welfare of
‘athletics within the political boundaries.
Opportunities Lost, -

YT is true that many opportunities have
I been lost within the last five or six
vears of making a further effort for an
ezmicable settlement, and as & fgesult we
have arrived at a stage where no useful
| purpose could. be served by giving the
matter further consideration.

| . The position as it stands at the moment
il is that the International IFederation has
i decided that the North of Ireland are per-
{fectly within their rights in refusiny to

-&C A. Delegates |

| North, and considered it was in the best]
interests of ‘the rest of ‘thé* country to|

A Final Appeal.
N conclusion, I would appeal with all
the powér and earnestness I ‘can
summon, to the delegates at to-morrow’s
‘| Congress, to give this matter very ecareful
consideration, since a hasty decision will
be irrevocable.

Political considerations should not be
allowed to interfere in this matter, for it
is mot a question of politics—it is'a ques-
tion of the future of Irish athleties.

Let the delegates bear in mind that the
hard and fast decision of the Federation
is based on political boundaries, and that
when - the -political boundaries of this
country are altered there will be no ditfi-
culty in altering the jurisdiction of the
-One more point is worth ‘bearing in
mind, and it is this—that. there is no
longer a question of defending supporters
in Northern Ireland, for almost all the
influential Northern clubs have accepted
the inevitable and joined forces with the
new Northern body.

: B. M. N. Tisdall,-
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