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something I witnessed
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1970 and it affected me
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; made support. Mr Murphy said:
by the “Of courseover the years,
senefits  we became less infatuated
rosperi- with the EU thanks to
changes in Europe, espe-
cially in agriculture poli-
cy like milk guotas. Also,
changes in the nature of
the EU caused us to exam-
ine deeper issues like our
neutrality and sovereign-
ty, issues which interest-
ed me and caused me to
choose this area for
study.”

And he has now told the
forum how Ireland views
the EU today: “By the
time of the first referen-
dum on the Nice Treaty,
Ireland really was a dif-
ferent country, feeling self
confident and prosperous
like never before,” he
said. “For the first time
the Irish rejected a Euro-
pean treaty recommend-
ed by our government. It
was fascinating to
observe the shock here
and within Europe that
we could be so ungrateful,
the country who had been
apparently so well treat-
ed! This reaction, which
was over the top and
seemed very patronising,
irritated me as it avoided
the issue — why did we
reject the -treaty? The
Forum seems an honest
attempt to look into that
issue, and is headed by an
eminent Irishman who
runs it fairly and with
balance. There is no cer-
tainty that we would have
p approved the EU constltu
tion if put to us.’
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Mike Houlihan: master of
elegance and a clean strike

NEIGHBOURS and
friends of All-Star
and Kilmallock hurl-
ing legend Mike
Houlihan, paid trib-
ute to his long career
on the hurling field
at a special function
in the town, writes
Deirdre McGrath.
The evening was
organised by Mr
Houlihan's neigh-
bours on the Green
Road in Kilmallock,
who wished to mark
his retirement on the
field of play which
s;:lans a 20-year peri-
od.
Kevin Staunton, mas-
ter of ceremonies,
said it was a pleasure
to have someone of
Mr Houlihan's cali-
bre living on the
same road. He out-
lined Mr Houlihan's
long and illustrious
career, which began
in 1987 when he won
a Munster hurling
final and a county
minor football final
in the same year.
He was a county U21
football winner in
1989 and 1990, and a
Munster Club winner
in 1992 and 1994.
Mr Houlihan was an
All-Ireland club run-
ner-up in 1993, a
county senior winner
in 1992 and 1994,
Munster inter-county
winner in 1994 and
1996. He was an All-
Ireland runner up in
1994 and 1996, and a
National league win-
ner in 1992 and in
1997.
The Kilmallock man
was a Railway Cup
winner in 1992, and
Railway cup runner-
up in 1991, 1993 and
1994. He won All-Star
awards in 1994 and
1996, and represent-
ed Ireland in shinty
against Scotland,
Canon Willie Fitz-
maurice, PP, Kilmal-
lock, an ex-Limerick
player and a selector,
described Mr Houli-
han as a successful
player who had ele-
gance and a clean
strike, the like of
which of which will
probably not been
seen again in the
county, province or
in the whole of Ire-
land.
He wished Mr Houli-
han the best of luck
in his new role as
coach of Kilmallock
senior hurling team,
and wished him as
much success off the
field as he had on the
field.
Life-long friend and
neighbour of the
Houlihan family, Cal
0'Donnell, rec led
Mr Houlihan's love of
hurling as a young
boy, and spoke of he
would always round-
up cattle with a hur-
ley and sliothar in

his hand.

Mr O'Donnell pre-
sented Mr Ho
with a portrait fea-
turing action shots of Mr Houlihan thanked

him. He said he was
proud to make such a
presentation to such
icent hurler.
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Mike Houlihan receives a presentation to mark his sporting life from Cal
O'Donnell and Jimmy Mulcahy

his friends and
neighbours, and said
he appreciated their
kind words of trib-
ute.
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Conradh na Gaeilge
18 Sraid Thomais
Luimneach 061 417895

Ranganna Gaeilge
Dé Luain 7.00-8.30 ag tosno 26-03-2007 €75
ar feadh ocht

Caint agus comhra
Dé Mairt 7.30-9.00 Ag tosnu 27-03-2007 €30
ar feadh ocht

Gach eolas 061 417695
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By LEADER REPORTER

TWQO young mothers, who
assaulted two female Gardai,
during a violent incident in
Thomondgate last year, have
each been jailed for six
months by Limerick District
Court

Vicky Ryan 27, of Round
House Apartments, High
Street, lashed out at Garda
Roberta Guest during a vio-
lent incident at High Street on
December 27, 2006.

Limerick District Court was
told that she struck the young
female Garda more than a
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end of a sweeping brush.

A co-accused Nancy Doran
27, of Steamboat Quay, was
Jaﬂed for assaulting Garda
Louise Kingston, whom she
pushed out of a Garda van on
the same night.

Judge Tom O’Donnell was
told that each of the Gardai
were assaulted, as they
responded to a disturbance, at
an apartment block on High
Street.

The court heard that when
Gardai arrived at the scene,
Ms Doran was smashing
plates on the floor of Ms
Ryan’s apartment.

Earlier, Ms Ryan had kicked
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neighbours’ apartment, after
they told her that they had
called the gardai.

The 27-year-old mother then
beat her own apartment door
with the handle of a sweeping
brush, in an effort to make it
look like her neighbours had
done it, Judge O’Donnell
heard.

According to Garda Guest,
both Ms Ryan and Ms Doran
were drunk and they
remained very abusive
towards the gardai while they
were being arrested.

The women also shouted
abuse at their Latvian neigh-
bours and told them to “go
hack to their own country”, as

Women jailed for assaulting gardai

they were being taken away.

Defence solicitor John
Devane said both women were
“extremely remorseful” and
had apologised several times
to each of the Gardai for what
had happened.

Judge O’Donnell said he had
never heard a case of such
“outrageous behaviour” and
he described the level of vio-
lence as “remarkable”.

He also criticised the level
of fear that both defendants
had instilled in the four chil-
dren who were present, two of
whom were their own.

He then imposed a six
month jail sentence on each of

Book Fair

Saturday, March 24th

at the St John's Pavilion, Mulgrave St
10.30 am to 5.00 pm

Secondhand and antiquarian
books, maps, post cards,
journals etc.

Sixteen booksellers from around the
country, with books for everyone.

the women.

| Fax (063) 72225

McDonnell Homes Ltd.

Charleville, Co. Cork.

PRICES START AT €71,600

FOR BROCHURE
(063) 72222
(063) 72224

‘www.medonnelihomes.com

[Planning Arranged

Quality Homes Built on your own site
We rnay also quote for your aungalow plans



