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LEGACY BY WORLD-FAMOUS LIMERICK ATHLETE

trophies

‘ ( NE of the largest
< collectiong of sporting
trophies in the world is
housed in one of the

smallest villages in County
Limerick. The trophies,
consisting of massive silver
cups and medals of solid
gold — many inset with
diamonds — were won, by
the world-famous athlete,
John J. Flanagan, and are
on |display in the licensed
premises of +his nephew,

Mr; Michaél O'Dea,

Atﬁ'{la‘caa.

Born in Moorstown, near Kil-
finang, in 1868, John Flana a.n

came of a family that had

was
hammer throwing and jumping
hig |brother, Tom, broke two ¥
| records for 'throwing the ‘1 g
hammer. Another brother, Pa
held [the Junior Championship of
America for |'throwing the 16 1,
hammer,

Before he left for the United
States in 1894, John Flanagan had
already broken the record for'ihe
16 1b, hammer throw in Ireland, In
Kilbreedy, where he tame to from
Moonstown as a boy, he learned to
become one of Ireland's hest! all
round athletes, and even in | his
yout!

an Irish record breakep 1E

his prowéss on the. sports
féld [had become a local legend.

Bu} it was in America that this
Irish) English, United States and
Olympic champion climbed ' to
world fame. He brought |the
hammer record from 140 £t 11/ ina.
to 184 ft. 4 ins, and his feats with
the 56 lbs, wnzlght were remarkal:le

too

At-, his first publi¢, appearance in
New| Jersey he created a inew
world's record in ‘the hammer
throw, and it was an indlcation of
the great things that were to tome.
He went on to become the hammer
champion of England in 1806, w!th u
throw of 131 ft. 11 ins,
intrqduction of the naw ptsf
hammer with a steel wire
llbenulgelert old world record zurea
yards behind, |
Champion of three |

Olympics
His is the amazing distinetipn of]
wmnmg fhe three slicgasgive

ymﬁics of 1800, 1804 ~and |/1608
for rowing the 18 Ih. h Ful r
In the Pariz Olympicg of 1
represented the {]ed Statds and
won with a 1hruw of 187 74)' He
rdceived a later honour rnr thig
feat from the New  York Athletid
Club, which is Incorporated |unden
the Taws of the State of New ¥ork
fn. the home of Mr. O'Dea, | Ath
lnccp, a certificate of the| | cluk
reads : “This 8 to certifyth.}.
Johh J, Flanagan was winhgr D
the Hammer Throw in the O ulpl
Games “held at Paris, France, |in
the ' year 1900. As .a Trews i " fos
having won this signal hong I
was duly elected an ()ly'rnpic#:,‘ham

pion Member of the New| | Yar
Athletic Club: of the City Ne!
York, February 14, 1933 !
Standing- 5> 9,7 {hig 18-stone of
bone and muscle won countis,
minor ‘trophies and held
American Championships 1 his
uneanny gkill with the h mme,
And to prave his versatility
of his mapy wins wilh the| ’Ihcu
#re recofded on gold medals 1
the Athlacga collection, Oh&
set with 4 diamond, is for thz‘m
at the 'Cl hammunsths drganised’ bt
the St. Patrick’s Athlet
ation, - Wilmington, De
Another, from the AUUS|
how he won the Cham 1on5f1i
the United States in 1907 |with
record throw of 111 fest, |
Ranking with the meost or B
of the medals Jis the Do
Trophy for Poinls. presen fnd
the Greater New York Irish
létic Adboclatior, 1902 ¥Fakhioh
} from solid gold, this t‘i{le pe
|| dant hgd the Irish apd neric:
flags hedutifilly = embossed n
enamel, N ‘
T
rcpoat 1

ALl

The fat man
race

|

! John Flanagan
Olympics win o
Olympic Games held ‘in i:t
1904, And on the side-h

His
the

Loujs,
ard) fin

-2

sporting history. His father, Mﬁle,i |

ric.'

Mrx. gnd Mrs. Michasl O'Dea,

Athiacea,” with Bomia ' of

snany trophies won by Jahn
Flanagan

Hrastus Wells,

But not all of the
of sgerfous trials of gkill on the
sportsfleld. One huge cup which
hi bore away in 1804 must have
raised many a laugh in the winn-
ing. It is the uis ¥, Haffen|
‘Cup, presented by the Policemen's
Beneyolent  Association of  the
Horough of the Bronx for the Fat
Man's Race. The distance was 100
yvards and eyery compétitor had
tc. weigh over 15 stone

In between the Olympus of 1904
and 1908, many cups and medals
tell of John Flanagan’s achicye-
ments, There is the Ppints Trophy
for| the athlete scurﬁn% the moat
points In the United States, pre-
sented by the Hon, John ¥. Ahern,
Pre{:if‘cm of the Borough of Man-

trophies tell

ab! 1905; Polles Fleld Day, 18
il mmer, 1908; De Commis-
siondr. Arthur J\ O ‘e ‘Troph
for Police ¥ield Day, 56 1b. welghg
1907, and at the same sports meet-
ing, the Globe Trophy for 56 lbs.
hammer, They are but a few of
the many, B

A year of glory

For John'J, Flanagan, 1508 was
a year of glory.
massiye ' silver = cups and heavy
ﬁo).d. medals tell of the glorious
ays of that year that,could never
fade in his memory.  But one of
the least elaborate was the most

prized,. It was the simple Olympic
gold  medal, = briefly fnscribed
' Hammer record,. J. J’ Managan,

170 ft. 43 moamln Olympic Games

14th July, 1

That' year too he won
British | Hammer champianahlp
with a throw, of 163 ft. 4 in

which was also a record. for t]n.
competition,

A Néw York policeman hlmsalf
John l"lanngan travelied from the

London 0Ol 19808 to test
his streng lnst thBt Of his
colleagues in t e D.M in-

geription on one of t'he mednls in
fAthlacca tells how he got on —
"Presented John' J. Flanagan,
wurlds champion hammer thrower,
H:? some of his ébmlre;a in - the

ublin Police, per Denis Carey, on
the oceastorn of hid breamng the

world's record with
harimer at their spn s. nl]g:-
hrldgc 3rd August, 1008." Denis
Carey was a ane man.
Another gnI(} medal, inset wnh
a diamond, tells of another honpur
conferred on Mis return to the
United States | — " Columbia’s
greeting to J, Flanagan: Pre-
oitizens of

Y New
commemorating the ‘hbmﬁ-

York,
coming' of the victoripus
team from the OQlymplc E\mes
London, 198"

y other mede& telllng ot
many other ncluds

Irish-American Athletic Club N.
58 1b. weight, 1908; The Pitts

Athlacca stands a massive silyer
fyp which he also won [at 'the
sames, is “The Loulsanha

Purchase hxhlblllon " presented py

Press. meet with diamond;
bury, Conn., tﬁrowlng
r.he 18 lb Bammer, June 1

j ot

Many of the '

Great collection of sporflhg

Amaleur 'Athletjcs,
(160 b, | hamm

i _k' ast Shore
er thr

Cc n ¥ M

Aﬁsoclauon 16 lb hamm

cap, 1 nGatl,

Island, 5&3 b, Wi eght lmu

Amateur Ar.hl

Us., | cha f nﬂ

welght, .'T ; ?oli‘

ciatlon’ - chHampions

hammar, June 11 1910, G

gam Travers Taland,

the u-an ori glory gqes uh and on.

His brother trained

Jm:k Johnson

had the diatinctlon o: !
“naletace” who was fom Anati-
tuted a member of Gayuga Indian
tribe, As o welght-throwér, he wasa
a 'world record breaker with a one

World record breaker John J.

[‘lalmgam ,  winner | at ree

Eccentric Association of Flremen,
for 56 1b. welght, 1909; Federation

sliccessive Olympies, and
of the greatest Irish athletes
of all time,
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Here’s the man ivith
the B9O, dad!...

*What already | [ only, phored a little while ago”
"Yes Dad, | know—but they do say its immediate”. . .

Al the BH units are now ifsued

wuh a Certificate of Warranty which
guarantees the replacement I
asa genuine Lucas, Thers r'l ,‘
are Lucas Agents and
Depots everywhere
to give you speedy

service,

IMMEDIATE EXCHANGE

JOSEPH LUCAS LTD.

Worth Partiand Strest, Dubl

Uppar Libtary Street, Baifa
lor’s Quay, Cork.

147 Strand Road, De

Keap the cortificots
safely end produce
It should the

raed arisa

hr or 122‘ 8" and n two
hand throw of 128 7" (12 1b, ham-
mer), He| trained end managed
many famous athletes Lu!:lq%l
the marathon Tndian' runper, Tom
and was also asgoclated
uccess of e Olyihpic
Hayes, Joh gt
ed, paid a visit to ‘

hand uz\'o

it year.
Lna.gan WS Imanager
(the wor lﬂm‘

LTy, 11
‘Tb.e atiq o!ed 1 want al
. It was
h‘andu 'd!ln ‘grand
Jack' Johnson's mother;
it 1.0 me 29 yeara ago.!

cﬂ»ﬂwhdﬁﬁ

. Ne dama e,
nephews are Michdel ODea, Ath-
lacen; Willian "Dee, Corbally,
Limerick, ahd Josfe O'Dea. Bally-
ferriter.  Josle yras oW
Limerick! sporting eirel

ember of anwua
Munster | Bateman Cup team of
%226 A nie¢e of John Flan ’s,

. Con Randles, lives in

lock.

John Flanagan closed his bril-
liant. athletic career In 1811 and
later took up farming in Kilbreedy
East, Kilmallock.-During his years
in Americq' he coached in - Har-
ward ahd Princetown Unlversities,
He helped %o turn out many well-
¥nown -pthldtés here, too, includ-
ing Willie ' Britton,
number | of British
championships for thmwlng
Hammier;

'Winning glery for
Ireland’

John | Flanagan died in June,
1938, and i1 buried in Ba]lingaddy.
K:lrna.uock Perhaps some {ay hia
admirers will eréct ‘over hia grave
a wmemorial commemorating
great athlgtic achievements,

John | Devoy,” the mnoted Irish
patriot,| inl oné of'his last ldtters
paid him a fAtting tributé: “T¢ 14
one of my most pleagant memorles
to stand in Celtlc Park watching
your_splendid figure as you whirled
the hammier around and Sent Tt
flying {nto space . . . you have
done more credit in the athletic
fleld thian any other man, except,
perhapy, Martin Sheridan, and I
always [held vou as the fresh type
of the |old Gallowglass win-
ning glory for Ireland.”

Eireann

} Get rid of

the| §

his ,

BY MILLARS OF DiLBLIv

 THE GO AHEAD I-'ARMER

PR :A}- ‘:wr;d./"— :
CAN BE QIPED BY -

LONG TERM LOANS /...
THE AGRICULTURAL GREDIT CORPOR
HARCOURT STREET, DUBLIN

IRISH SUNSHINE CRUI
s.s. DEVONIA

DUBLIN—MA '\DI&EB.A—GA.SABLAN(,A—! ISB{
OPTIONAL)—DUBLIN,
Sponsored by Beneavin Cnlle‘e Bullding Fund (D

APRIL 30 to MAY

ALL PARTIOULARS

LEWIS & PARTNE
!53 Mid. Abbey St., Dublin. *Pho

(j26-19-m9-a13)

Tickets .

Said

You Save Money by ‘Shoppl
. ... Lowest Cash Prices

THOMAS J. WA

COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHE
12 ROCHE'S STREET. 064 & 65 CA’l
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