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‘RANK DIMEEN of Ballylan-
lers, on the Cork/Limevick bor-
ler, not ouly made history by
wolding the o¥ces of Secretary
ident of the GAA but is
known as the man who sold
1o the GAA.
oldest generation of
c recall the process of
on W converted a wild
t garden into Croke Park -—
s national stadivm,
early GAA days Clontark Park
‘vas the prigcipal venue for hurling and
“ootball jnter-county contests, and
“hany thuilling games wese witnessed
he

Meanwhile the area between the
Zanal apd Clonliffe Road and St
_ames’s Avenue and Jones’s Road had
geen comverted into the “City and
“uburban Sposts Ground™ by the late
‘vir, Maurice Butterly. The low-lying
Ytind had Mfmﬁgg‘? ri?e'w“ by
he dumping of rubbish, t STORE-
'Ii:;ﬂ chm“::tet of which was long
ipparent at the surface.

. It was projected as an all-sports
meclosure, but there was not a great
sariety of pastimes pursued in Dublin
Fien. All descriptions of footbgii had
Jeen geem on its pitch, all sorls
ik gmﬂaimm miyp::e}!m is
aavikion wow replaced n
dtand, and eveniuaily in 139?,“ it
secame the venue for the All-Treland

Inals.

It had fallen i ir whe
Frank Dinoen came in 1908 and
sought the effected
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deathin April, 1916. Bom in
ders, iw! was Wm :
pds st . Hie
0 ke e Tty et
there o wis whef
1o Dubhlin where the rest of
his ail-tb0-short dayy were 5
people wepe
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man sold ‘Croker’ to GAA

Croke Park, as it looked when Frank Dinea

On August 2, 1880, we find first
mention of him when he won the 100
yards at Kilfinane sports from Harding
of Cdrk and was also prominent in the
high jump. But blessed with a robust
constitution, he retired from the track
after a few seasons, yet won ards
of three hundred prizes. In 1882 he
coveted the 100 yards stretch in 10.2
seconds, which was then an Irigh
recond. At Ballylanders sports he was
second in the high jump, and tied with
Highland Phelan in 100 yards, In 1884
he ia reputed to have clocked 9.8
geconds in the “hundred”.

O bis retirement from the track he
turned his attention to handicapping
athletic events, to become the best
known and most capable official then
or siticé in the country. He handicap-
ped @il the principal meetings of a
gtenLei-a in lIrish athletics, knew
all the athletes ‘of that time
intimately. Very interested in juvenile
athlefics, he is stated to have given afl
his prizes away at local sports.

|

cﬂ‘q}“m associated with the

Gaelic Athletic Association at an catly
stagd in the existence of that orpanisa-
tion ‘!ﬁd competed at the first big
athlelic! mecting, held at Blamney in
1885, At this time he was casily the
best (hundred ysrds man in Treland,
and pmn; attesipt was made by those
oppasest to the G.AA. to get hjm not
5 but like the true man he was, he
scoried such meddlesomenesé and
bold}utwk 10 his resolution to throw
il:"e !;amM with the nationalist athletes of
At Bl he won the hundred in
10 three-fifths seconds, and| the
hghgum at 5 ft. 434 inehes

and gn June 3, 1885 at the Mardyke,
Co:t’, I was second in the “hundred”
o T.lJ .Eg'Mlhqny. “the Rosscarery
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ed at some other fieél

T GLACA. Taws, ButiBo
retirgd from athietics as a competitor
and 'became handicapper of ' the
Assotiation. He also became a prom-
inentimember of the Cenfral Cotmnceil,
L atio

106 tho ounfins 1 e coueg ond
in which it was established.
ed the famous contegt in
in 1908 between theitwo

¢ giants, T. F, Kiely and Martin
iidan, when both men were in
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major stadium in 1924,

e R e e O B S o]
The focus of QAR attention
in this weskend on the All-
ireland hurling semi-finals
at Croke Park. it |s not gen-
erally known that a Lime-
rickman, Frank Dineen, sold
e Jones Read pioperty to
the Assoclation in 1913.

i R L
prime and had created several world's
records at weight throwing.

When the snlit occurred in the ranks
of the G.A.A. in 1887, Mr, Dincen
sided with the physical force party -
pgainst the constitutionalists, but in
the later years of his jife he was on
terms of close friendship with the

| e ﬂlledlgmh];any. mprhon:d

In his early days he wap impyi
as a “snapect” under the Coetcion Act
of 1881 and when the Ballylanders
district was in the thick ofl the e
against “Buckshot” Forater’s to
strangle the Land League: movement.
He had Mass offered for the Invinci-
bles in 1882 and was i with
Dillon O'Brien and Dr. Tanner in

and fgan h

Frank Dineen succeeded Mr. P. J.
Kelly as President of thy G.A.A. in
1893 and filled the positidn until 1898,
when he became the Secietary of the
iorganisation, a position he occupied
leatil September, 1901,

Elected first President of the Athle-
tic Counci’ he was largely responsible
for the organisation of an Irish team to
attend the sports in Romie in 1908 in
honour of the Papal Jubilee. He

. resigned the Presidency of the Athletic

Counif the {ollowing yesr,

In 1906 he published the Irish
Athletic Regord — the ffirst publica-
tion of the kind issued in this country.
It contained Irish, British and Amer-
{can records, and was i very valuable
compilation, mvolving a good deal of
fresearch. He a; more ambi-
lious work giving a lot of interesting
details of the careers of all the great
athletes of his day, but did not live 1o
see the project tbm:xili When we
appreciate the contacts i had and the
big figures he met, we realise the grand
ndsditgnmch would have beet, {0 Trish

M g, of. bim i Sport _just
0 W 9
1 “HLHL wid:

following his death,
| “Stran enough, vely little seems
to be'kw ot yesiembered of Frank

n sold it to the G.A.A. for £3,600 in 1913. It was developed inio a

Dineen's athletic performance. His
career on the field was so brief as to be
almost meteoric, but while he was
there he dazzled the south of Ireland
with his marvellous turn of speed.: I
hiive often thought that he could have
made a world name for himself if he
nadd only the F“Sh and the heart, but
for a man of his fine physique he
seemed unable to face crucial tests if

enged. ,

“It was in 1884 at Macroom that I
first saw the Ballylanders youth, A
well set up, slightly built, handsome
lad, fully grown, he was reserved, if
not indeed shy, and when he entered
our dressing tent all eyes were tumed
on him, for a few races carlier in the
season had heralded kis doing and the
day previous at Bandon, he was
clocked for evens in the ‘hundred’.

“He donned his green silk trunks
and got on the stxatch mark without
speaking to anyone. We were a great
team and were confident of showing

clean heels for we had many men

the 10.8 typé o 8o, who, from a five
yird mark, where I was stationed,
aitongst others, with the late Pat
Looney (one of the “Americin
Invasion™ team of 1888, and himself a
werld’s record’ holder for a few
minuter at Limérick in the hop, step
and jump, where his 49 ft. 10 ins. was
beaten by Dan Shanahan’s 50 ft: Yzin.
— both performances being long
unequalled) — fo the eight and ten,
yards mark,

"It was a case of everyone for
himself, of course, but before the echo
of the piston died away the green
trunks were level with us and with a
dush that simply took away the little
breath we ‘we were compelled to
see him running awaguwith the tape,
five ot more yards in front, hopelessty
oupacing the whole bunch. And here
again the watches said ten seconds.

“Both Macroom and Bandon tracks
were in splendid condition and the
advantage of fall of ground or of wind
must have been very slight, In every
case a record was never established or
1 think sought to be established.

“The following season Dineen met
and defeated the “Rosscarbery Steam
En%e‘, the late T. J. O'Mahony, in
Croke Park, a result which was
revessed @ little Jater in the year at
Blamey. As a child of the G.A.A. it
was but fitting he should be afterwards
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