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29th & 30th! true. "It was no bluff when he said that he wanted to
T e _ come back to Shannon as world champion. That's
j e R what he dreamed of and he’s achieved it,
"We go on to Limerick from here for a civic
reception. [t's unbelievable. I'm so proud,” she said.,
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News

EDITORIAL

Limerick’s
Lee-ding man

IN THE early hours of Sunday morning,
Limerick celebrated a world champion as
Andy Lee emerged victorious from his WEQ
middleweight world title boxing match.

His Russian opponent Matt Korobov was
considered by many to be favourite for the
bout, but those who have followed the
career of the Castleconnell man will not
have been one bit surprised that he is now
on top of the world.

Ever since his family returned from
London 16 vears ago and he went on to
miake a name for himsell at Limerick’s St
Francis Boxing Club, Lee has always been
destined for greatness,

His star ascended even further in 2004
when he competed at the Olympic Games in
Athens, his stellar performances opening
the gates to becoming a professional boxer.

In his first seven years as a boxer, he lost
only one fight and in 2012 he was primed
for a world title fight with Julio Cesar Chaves
Ir, only to lose out to the Mexican.

That happened in the same week as the
death of trainer/manager Emanuel Steward,
@ double whammy that would break the
resolve of many sporting competitors.

Mot Lee. Quite literally, he took the blows
but picked himself back up to fight on, and
the end result is that, on December 14,
2014, he became a world champion,

Lee's aggression in the white heat of
battle, which was evident in the fateful right
hook that he landed on Korborov in round
six of last weekend's fight. is in marked
contrast to his benevolent persona outside
the boxing ring.

He has not lost the work ethic that drove
himasa youngster at $t Francis to ultim ately
pecoming king of the world,

Modest in victory and undeterred in
defeat (something he rarely experiences), he
is the epitome of a sportsperson whom
aspiring young hopefuls should seek to
emulate.

Andy Lee, the boy from Castleconnell, is a
world champion.

Christmas has come early to Limerick.

WORLD CHAMPION
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Best in the world

Andy takes his place amon

by Alan Jacques
alan@limerickpost.je

LIMERICK boxer Andy Lee fulfilled his
sporting dream this Wednesday when
he landed in Shannon Airport to a
hero's welcome after being crowned
WBQ Middleweight World Champion.

Andy now joins such boxing greats as
Jake LaMotta. Sugar Ray Robinson and
Marvin Hagler to lift the exalted
middleweight title belt.

The Castleconnell pugilist said during

the press conference for Limerick's first
ever-professional fight at UL Arena in
2008 that he dreamed one day of being
World Champion. His then trainer, the
legendary Emanuel Stewvard predicted:
“Trust me, Andy Lee is the future of
boxing and [ truly believe that Andy will
become a world star and make the
people of Limerick very proud.”

Alter landing a barrage of unanswered
blows on the heavily favoured Russian
fighter Matt Korobov in a stunning sixth
round stoppage in Las Vegas last

weekend, the stars have now aligned to
fulfil Andy’s dreams,

On his return from a State visit to
China, President Michael D Higgins,
who was recently honoured as Preeman
of Limerick, offered his sincere
congratulations to Andy Lee on
attaining the WBOQ World Middleweight
Title. The Irish President said that the
30-year-old champion's outstanding
performance “bears testament to his
strength of spirit, many hours of
lraining, determination and
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by Alan Jacques
alan@limerickpost.ie

AFTER knocking the previously
undefeated Russian = Matt
Korobov oul in the sixth round
in Las Vegas last Saturday.
Limerick's new WEBO
middleweight champion Andy
Lee now wants to defend his title
in Ireland.

Thirty-year-old Andy from
Castleconnell, who formerly
worked under famous trainer
Emanuel Steward, has now
realised his boyhood dream. The
former Athens 2004 Olympian
stunned his opponent in Vegas'
Cosmopolitan Hotel last weekend
with a right hand and then
moved in to finish the job in the
sixth round.

In an impressive sixth round,
Lee stepped up and unleashed a
ferocious right hook which
stunned Korobov to hiz boots.
The Limerick boxer moved in
and unleashed a barrage of
heavy punches forcing referee
Kenny Bayless to stop the fight at
1.10 into the round.

It was an emotional victory for
the Irishman and he was elated
to have his name added to the
boxing record books alongside
champions such as Marvin
Hagler, Sugar Ray Robinson and
Carlos Monzon.

“l am a champion and | want
to defend my belt in Ireland and |
will fight the best in the world.”
Andy said after the fight.

He also paid homage to the
twe most influential people in
his boxing carcer, the late
Emanue]l Steward and Adam
Booth.

Lee signed with the legendary

www.limerickpost.ii
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boxing guru Emanuel Stewa
on December 15, 2005 and I
the comiort zone of Ireland
live with Emanuel in Detroit ar
pursue a professional boxir
carger, He served h
apprenticeship and learnt h
craft at the famous Kronk Gy
in Detroit and obtained valuab
experience in numerous trainir
camps.

Emanuel and Andy lived lil
father and son looking out fi
one another. Sadly Emanu
passed away after a short illne:
on October 25, 2012,

Lee relocated to London an
teamed up with another worl
class trainer and manager, Ada
Booth. In the past two year
Adam has made adjustment |
Andy's game enhancing h
boxing skills and ability bot
mentally and physically.

Alter the title bout, Lee said: '
would like to say thank you 1
my manager and trainer Adar
Booth, who has done so muc
for me over the last couple o
years, but it's also for the mas
who made me, Emanue
Steward.”

One of the first to off;
congratulations to the ne
world champion was Limeric
Fine Gael TD Kieran O'Donnell

“His skill and hard graft h:
paid off and he has brougl
great honourtoIreland, Limeric
and his home of Castleconnel
His lamily must be immense!
proud of him.," said Deput
O’'Donnell.

‘Andy wants his first tit)
defence to be in Ireland and
would be great if this coul
happen here in his home city «
Limerick," he concluded.

commitment”.

“l also wish to pay tribute to his
coaches, his lamily, friends and fans
who were so loval in their belief that
Andy Lee had the skill and tenacity to
become a world champion. Everyone in
Limerick and in Ireland is rightly proud
of this exemplary sportsman.” said
President Higgins.

A civic reception also took place in
Andy’s honour at Limerick City and
County Council offices on Merchant's
Quay this Wednesday to recognise his
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g the greats

achievements before a memorab
public homecoming on the steps of Ci
Hall,

Mayor of Limerick City and Count
Clir Kevin Sheahan commented: “Ang
Lee is our first world boxing champic
and we're thrilled with his success. Sin
his early days as an amateur boxer wil
the 5t Francis Boxing Club in the city 1
bringing home the WBO Middleweigl
World Champion title from Las Veg;
over the weekend, we are immense
proud of his achievements.”
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