FULL TIME

LIMERICK: Niamh Mulcahy
0-7(4frees), Deborah Murphy
1-0,Caoimhe Costelloand Re-
becca Costello 0-2 each, Mary
0'Callaghan 0-1.

KILKENNY: Orla Hanrick 0-5
(3frees), Mags Fennelly and
Lydia Fitzpatrick 0-2 each,
Catherine Foley 01 (free),

1.Sile Moynihan

2. FionaHickey

3. Michelle Casey

4. Judith Mulcahy

19. Katie Campbell
6.S5arah Carey

7. Claire Mulcahy

10. Cacimhe Costello
11. Niamh Mulcahy

18, Lorraine McCarthy
9.Mary0'Callaghan
12. Rebecca Delee

13. Deborah Murphy
14, Aoife Sheehan

15. Mairead Fitzgerald

Subs: Dymphna 0'Brien
for Fitzgerald (h-t), Sinead
McNamara for McCa-
rthy(h-t), Karen O’Leary
for 0'Callaghan (43mins),
‘Niamh Ryan for Murphy

KILKENNY
1.Ann Marie Lennon
2.Edel Frisby
3. Catherine Foley
4. Therese Muldowney
5. Claire Aylward
6.AineFahey
7.Stacey Quirke
8.MeganFarrell
19.Mary 0'Connell
10.5arah Crowley
11.AnnaFarrell
12. Limraﬂums

13, MagsFennelly
14.0rlaHanrick

15. LydtaFnzpatriﬂk

'Submhmeﬁanhonfnr
‘Norris (h-t), Aine Kinsella
furnuirkaidﬁmﬁ‘e}*i"arah
Anﬁﬂuinla’n annek
(51mins).
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Tightly marked: Rebecca Delee, Limaru:lr. inaction agamstEdul Frisby, Kilkenny, inyesterday's All Ireland intermediate :anmgiaﬁnal
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Joe Quald steam make amends for last season’s dlsapp0|ntmentW|th
apower packed performance tosweep aside Kilkennyin Croke Park
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Limerick crowned

JEROME
O'CONNELL

AT CROKE PARK

@ jerome.cconneli@limerickleaderie
O @JeromeSport

LIMERICK were crowned
All-Ireland intermediate
camogie champions yester-
day with a five point win over
Kilkenny in the championship
finalin Croke Park.

CaptainFionaHickeyclimbed
the steps of the Hogan Stand
tolift the winning trophy and
to make amends for their fi-
nal loss twelve months ago
when they failed narrowly to
Galway.

The win for the Joe Quaid
managed side ensures that
Limerick win promotion to
the senior championship
next season.

Limerick have never won
the senior camogie cham-
pionship and this was their

third success in the second
tier competition with previ-
ous wins in 1996 and 2007.

The superb camogie title
brings an end to Croke Park
championship final heart-
break for Limerick.

Since the 1973 All Ireland
senior championship win for
Eamonn Grimes and Co, Lim-
erick hadlost five senior hurl-
ing finals, two minor hurling
finals, a ladies football final
and last year’s camogie final.

Indeed over the past four

decades only the 2010 All-
Ireland championship win-
ning ladies footballers had
emerged victorious from an
adult championship final in
Croke Park.

In this thrilling final win,
Limerick led 1-5 to 0-6 at half
time after playing into the
wind.

It was Kilkenny captain
Mags Fennelly that had the
opening score ofthe game but
two Niamh Mulecahy freeshad
Limerick settledand ahead by
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the fifth minute.

Mulcahy had a third free
toincreasethe Limericklead
before Mary O'Callaghan had
the first Shannonside point
from play in the 14th minute
for a 0-4.to 0-2 advantage.

With usual attackers Ni-
amh Mulcahy and Caoimhe
Costelloplaying and dominat-
ing midfield and the halfback
trio of Katie Campbell, Sarah
Carey and Claire Muleahy on
top Limerick were beginning
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Champions: the Limerick camogie team celebrate their Al Ireland final winin Croke Park yesterday

Quaid finall
All-Ireland

todominate. Muleahy's fourth
free maintained the lead be-
fore the crucial score of the
half came in the 19th minute.

Costello and Mairead Fit-
zgerald created the opening
up theleft wing and when the
ball was crossed into the goal-
mouth Deborah Murphy kept
her composure to crash the
ball to the Hill 16 net for a1-5
to 0-3 lead.

Murphy had an outstand-
ing first halfwhen given a free
role across the half forward
lineto deny Kilkenny momen-
tumwhen backed by thewind.

Butthat wasit for Limerick
inthe half and they weretogo
the next 11-minutes without
d score.

Bit by bit Kilkenny’s found
their feet and had the last
three scores of the first half,
all frees.

Thatleftit1-5to0-6toLim-
erick at halftime.

It was a half that saw Lim-
erick hit four wides and Kil-
kenny just one.

Ontheresumption Kilken-
ny looked toreduce the deficit
and had three pointsfrom play
in the opening 10-minutes.

The Limerick reply came
fromminor star Caoimhe Cos-
tello. Twiceshewasat theend
of movestosplit the postsinto
the Davin End Stand.

Thoseearly scoresleftiti-7
to 0-gwith 20-minutestoplay.

[t was now Limerick
showed all the experience of
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lastyear. The substitutionsin-
troduced made impacts while
the switch of Niamh Muleahy
to the half forward line made
her an instantly a more dan-
gerous attacking threat.

Thenextthreescorescame
the way of Limerick and the
attack was now brimming
with confidence as Mulcahy,
and Rebecca Delee increased
the lead to four points enter-
ing the final quarter. And,
that lead was despite hitting
10-wides over the course of
the game.

But it was a final quarter
that Limerick dominated and
Kilkenny were to score just
once in the final 20-minutes.

An Orla Hanrick free in
the 47th minute of the game
merely interrupted the Lim-
erick flow.

Player of the Match Niamh
Muleahy had her third point
of the half to stretch the lead
and thenanother ofthe minor
stars Deleeregistered her sec-
ond to seal the win.

Delee was one of their mi-
nors in the starting team. In
total there were 11 minorsin
the Limerick panel of 30. All
have now added the interme-
diate medal to the first ever
All Ireland minor A champi-
onshipwonearlierinthe sum-
mer. Indeed some yesterday's
victorious panel had alsowon
both minor and junior cham-
pionships this season.
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JEROME 0'CONNELL
GAA Correspondent
InCrokes Park

JOE Quaid lost two All-Ire-
land senior hurling finals in
Croke Park and lost the cam-
ogie decider last season at
GAA Headquarters but yes-
terday he declared ‘dreams
docometrue’ ;

“People say that dreams
don’t come true but they did
today,” said a beaming Lim-
erick camogie manager pitch
sideashisteamcelebratedin
Croke Park.

“This is brilliant - I had
said it during the week that
I had never seen anybody
climb the steps of the Hogan
Stand from Limerick but to
see it there from that bunch
of girlsis unbelievable,” said
a hoarse Quaid.

“Theemotion that poured
out at the final whistle was
after two years of hard work
under me and a lot of hard
work before that,” said the
former Limerick hurling
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goalkeeper.

“This is unbelievable -
three Limerick teams and
three Kilkenny teams in
Croke Park this year and we
finally get one over on them
-youdon't beat Kilkenny in
Croke Park that easy,” hesaid
inreferencetotheseniorand
minor hurling battles of re-
cent weeks.

“It was a complete squad
performance, it wasn't even
a team performance - abso-
lutely brilliant.”

The manager said that
the experience of last sea-
son stood to his side.

“We didn't really panic
because we were comfort-
able - we have them a couple
of handy scores from frees
and they never really threat-
ened our goal - 1 don't think
Sile (Moynihan) had a save
tomake. We never really put
them away and you could
probably put them down to
thefearofthe finishingline,”
he explained.

"If had said two years ago
that wewould have had three
All Irelands in the one year,

¥igets dream
nalvictory

we would have been laughed
off the face of the earth but
work has been done and the
work isbeen putinat under-
age - some of those girls are
picking up their third All Ire-
land medal thisyearand that
is unbelievable.”

Many of the stars of the
winwere minors thisseason.

“They are unbelievable
- their mental strength was
phenomenal, the likes of
Caoimhe (Costello), Rebec-
ca Delee, Deborah Murphy
and Karen O'Leary when we
sheon.”

FULL TIME

StarP -

The Ahane player was
one of three Muleahy sis-
tersinthe starting team.
Normally in attack, Ni-
amh started midfield and
steadied any early nerves
with four first half frees.
When switched into at-
tack in the final quarter,
she sealed the win with
three points from play.

Keymoment

Limerick hadn't scored
goalsin keygamesthis
season and hadn't scored
oneinlast year’s Al-Ire-
land defeat to Galway.
The game's only goal came
inthe 19th minute when
Deborah Murphy crashed
tothe net after fine work
by Caoimhe Costello and
Mairead Fitzgerald.

What Now?

This was Limerick’s third
ever success at thislevel.
The win promotes Limer-
ick tothe seniorcham-
pionship next season.
Backed by the All-Ireland
winning minor team, Lim-
ericklook tohave abright
future.

Reaction
NIAMHK MULCARY

“To get the win is
absolutely brilliant.
The minute the final
whistle went there
was a moment of sheer
relief. After losing
last year it took a few
seconds to realise
what we had achieved.”
Spotted: Leinster and Ireland
rugby player Sean Cronin (below)
was among the crowd in Croke
Park yesterday as he cheere on his
fiance, Limerick defender Claire
Mulcahy




