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For the first time since 1996 Limerick were
crowned Munster senior hurling champions.
The scenes at the final whistle told the story
as 17 years of heartbreak were swept aside in
an emotional pitch invasion to watch Donal
('Grady lift the provineial trophy.

Making the occasion all the sweeter was
the homevenuein the Gaelic Groundsandindeed the fact
that the minors had come from behind to secure a draw
in the curtain-raiser.

And, what a performance it was to defeat Jimmy Barry
Murphy's Cork.

“It'swhatdreams are made of,” beamed victorious cap-
tain Donal O’Grady.

“It's sport and it'sunbelievable - the hairs stood on the
back of my head about 10-minutes to go. It'sjust great - we
weren't going to leave it after ustoday,” said the Granagh-
Ballingarry man.

Inthe final the scoreline was 0-24to 0-15.

Champions for the 1g9th time, and John Allen’s men
did it in style.

Backed by a majority of the 42,730 crowd, Limerick
never really looked in trouble once they hit the front in
the second half, '

Cork had lost Patrick Horgan to a red card late in the
first half.
The Rebels never recovered and were to scorejust five

timesin the second halfas Limerick dominated towin by
nine amid joyous scenes.

JTMCHAMARA DAY IN LIMERICK RACE-
COURSE

The Limerick Charity Raceday, in support ofjock-
eys John Thomas McNamara, from Croom, and

Antrim’s Jonjo Bright, which attracted 10,500
racegoers, hasraised €8og,614 for the Jockeys Emergen-
cy Fund to date.

The day was conceived just three months earlier when a

small group came together to do something for thechar- |

ity that is supporting the rehabilitation of Limerick jockey
MeNamara and Ulster horseman Bright, both of whom
suffered catastrophic injuries in falls while riding over
Jumps earlier this year.

Top National Hunt and Flat jockeys from the United King-
dom and Ireland, including Tony McCoy, Richard John-
son, Ruby Walsh, Pat Smullen, Kieren Fallon and Johnny
Murtagh gave up their time for their seriously-injured
colleagues.

The highlight of the day’s fundraising activity was a two-
part auction which ran during and after racing. Thesilent
auction raised approximately €25,000 from 60 lotsrang-
ing from racing yard visits to water-skiing lessons. In the
auction after racing, €251,000 was raised for 32 lots. The
top bid of €55,000 came for the set of plain pale grey rac-
ing silks, donated by Horse Racing Ireland.
“It'sanunbelievable turn-out,” trainer Aidan O’Brien said.
“Everybody knowsthe dangers. Dayin and dayout, jockeys
puttheirlivesonthelinefor everybodysenjoyment. When
anything happens, we allhave tobe here, to tell them how
much we are behind them. Everybody stands together.”
Limerick racecourse manager, Russell Ferris said: “In
organising this raceday, the committee and I expected
a lot of goodwill but we did not anticipate the scale and
generosity of the response.

“The sense of camaraderie and common purpose incom-
ing tothe aid of John Thomas and Jonjoistruly breathtak-
ing. Special thanksgotoall the racegoerswhocameracing
onthatwonderful day, thejockeyswho put on agreat show
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and of course my colleagueson
the Limerick Charity Raceday
Committee for their time and
effort in making the day hap-
pen.

“This figure exceeds all expec-
tations and I've no doubt that
thelegacyofthisday will bring
in further contributions for a
long time to come.”

LIMERICK BEAY TIPP
TO START THE SUMMER
INSTYLE

The Munster final had a much
bigger crowd, a much bigger
pitch invasion and for the first
time in 17 years, a Limerick
captain raising the Munster
trophy. But Sunday, June g, was
a very special day too.

Limerick came in under
the radar, the early months
of the year spent slumming
it in Division 1B. They won all
their group games but losing
toDublinin Thurlesinthe final
was a huge blow. In the mean-
time, Tipp seemed to rebuild-
ing nicely after their horrible
season in 2012. Eamon O'Shea
took over from Declan Ryan
and they looked to be in good
nick when going toetotoewith
Kilkenny in a humdinger of a
league final in Nowlan Park.

When they came to the
Gaelic Grounds in June, Lim-
erick were the 4/1 outsiders
and the bookies reckoned that
Tipp would win by at least six
points. It didn’t turn out that
way though. Limerick started
brilliantly and Seanie Tobin
goal helped them toa1-7to0-7
lead at the break. Tipp rallied
at the start of the second half
and half-time sub John O’'Brien
scored 1-3 to push them into a
1-13to1-glead with 20 minutes
to go. Yet Limerick’s response
wasimpressive. And emphatie.
Boosted by thearrival of Shane
Dowling, Kevin Downesand Ni-
all Moran off the bench, Lim-
erick outscored Tipp by o-g to
0-2 in those final 20 minutes
torunout 1-18 to 1-15 winnaers.
Cue the first pitch invasion of
the season, bedlam and a fran-
tic Munster final countdown.
Only about 16,000 were there
to witness a wonderful game.
Five weeks later that number
had almost trebled.

“They are great scenes,”
said heroic goalkeeper Nickie
Quaid afterwards, “This is un-
real - 1 don’t think the whole
thinghassunkinyet. Wearein
a Munster final. We deserved
this win - we haven't had too
many big wins in Limerick in
the last number of years. But
there is no good winning this
game if we don't drive it home
inthe Munster final”

MUNSTER MINOR
FINAL REPLAY - TUES-
DAY, JULY 23

Justiodaysafter fighting back
from seven points down to se-
cure a draw, Limerick domi-
nated this replay to win a first

Munster minor hurling cham-
pionship since 1984.

The final score was1-20 to
4-8 as Brian Ryan’s teenagers
came of age.

From start to finish, Limer-
ick were outstanding.

Key were personnel and
positional switches made by
management between the
games.

Limerick raced from the
traps and were 0-5 to no score
ahead by theend ofthe opening
quarter, In front of 6,532 on a
Tuesday night in Thurles, the
halftimescorewas1-7to2-2as
Waterford found two goals to
reignite the tie.

But Limerick were not for
wilting and dominated most
areas. They led 1-16 to 3-8 but
then the Deise hit a fourth goal
to level the game as the final
whistle approached.

But Limerick’s confidence
didn"t dwindle and Ronan
Lynch, Pat Ryan and Dav-
id Dempsey hit the winning
scores in the final minutes.

“Ithought beating Tipp was
the best day of my life but to-
day it is - coming out and see-
ing the crowd before and then
going back in and coming out
to see an even bigger crowd, it
was just great,” said attacking
hero Cian Lynch. “From the
start, I just knew we were go-
ing to win it but when they got
those goals we maybe doubted
ourselves but once we put up
those points we knew we were
on the home stretch.”

HEINEKEN CUP QUAR-
TER-FINAL - SUNDAY,
APRIL7

On a horrible Friday evening
at the end of March, Munster
made the trip to Glasgow for a
RaboDirect PRO12 game. Their
league form had been patchy
all season and they werelosing
ground on the top four. Glas-
gow were one of the competi-
tion’s most consistent sides
but Munster named a strong
sideastheylooked tofind form
ahead oftheir mouth-watering
quarter-final against Harle-
quinsaweek later. It wasacon-
test for most of the game but
Munsterimploded late on and
were tonked, 51-24. This less
than a year after the Ospreys
had hit them for 45 points in
the Rabo semi-final.

We didn’t give them a
chance going to London the
following week. We couldn't.
But, inspired by Paul O’'Connell
returning to his best and Ro-
nan(’Gara being prolific from
the tee, Munster played from
memory and won 18-12, The
old dogs for the hardroad. The

high point of the season. Awin
towarm the heart.

LIMERICK FC RETURN
TOPREMIER DIVISION

Limerick FCmarked their
return tothe Premier Division

of the Airtricity League after
19 seasons out of the top flight
by earning a precious pointina
o-odrawwith Cork Cityatawet
and blustery Thomond Park.

The lively Limerick side,
featuring no fewer than six
debutants, might well feel they
did enough in the second half
toclaimall three points before
a sizeable attendance of 3,578.

Limerick FC manager, Stu-
art Taylor said he was ‘abso-
lutely delighted’ with hisside’s
performance. “It was a good
start. I was really pleased with
the way the boys went about
their jobs.”

[==-

Limerick was celebrating its
first win of the 2013 Chelten-
ham festival when Ballingarry-
based trainer Charles Byrnes
sent out Solwhit to take the
Ladbrokes World Hurdle un-
der jockey Paul Carberry.

The victory represented a
sensational training perform-
ance from Byrnes who nursed
the gelding back to full health
having been off the track for
almost two years before reap-
pearing last December 31. To
win a grade one after such an
absenceisvirtually unheard of
in the sport.

Limerick athlete Sarah Lavin
boosted her ever-growing
reputation by claiming silver
in the Women'’s 100m hurdles
at the European Junior Cham-
pionshipsin Italy in July.

Lavin, who has already
beaten Derval O’'Rourke’s jun-
ior record, improved her best
to take second place in the fi-
nal in a time of 13.34, behind
Switzerland’s Noemi Zabaren
in13.17. France’s Heloise Kane
wasthird in 13.36.

She has plenty to target in
the next coupleofyearsbutthe
Olympicsin2016iswell within
hersights.

NA PIARSAIGH WIN
CLUBTITLE

TheCaherdavin menwon
theirfirstever Limerick SHCin
20n1andwentallthewaytothe
All-Ireland semi-final, where
they lost to eventual winners
Loughgiel Shamrocksin extra-
time.

Their title defence never
gathered pacein2012, butthey
returned with renewed vigour
in 2013.

They lost a group game to
Doon, but that only appeared
torefocustheirmindsandthey
ended the Limerick campaign
with animpressive runofwins
over Patrickswell, Ahane, Kil-
mallock and Adare.

But that just set them on

course for another tilt at the
All-Ireland eclub, where they
feel they have unfinished busi-
ness.

Unlike 2011, Na Piarsaigh
didn’t have the element of sur-
prise in the Munster club.

They went to Thurles and
beat Tipp champions Lough-
more-Castleiney and then
booked afinal spot with a semi-
final win over Passage of Wa-
terford.

Thedecider sawthe Limer-
ick city travel to Ennis to play
the club champions of the All-
Ireland winners, Clare.

Adding further intrigue
was that the opponents were
Sixmilebridge - the home club
of Na Piarsaigh manager Sean
Stack.

Butthe north Limerick city
GAA clubturned inone of their
greatest ever performanees to
win by 18 points.

“It's very satisfying for all
the work that we have done.
You can see that all the things
we have worked extremely
hard on,cameto fruition,” said
manager Sean Stack.

10=""

More than 10,000
people took part in the Bar-
ringtonsHospital Great Limer-
ick Run, with thousands more
lining the 26-mile route to sup-
port those taking part.

The winner of the men’s
race was Gary O'Hanlon, 39,
from Dundalk, who finished
in a time of 2.29.45 while An-
gelaMcCann, 42, from Clonmel
Athletics club, won the wom-
en’s race for the second year
runninginatime of2.57.15.

The first Limeriek person
to finish was Mike Curley-
Cunningham, 48, from Cap-
pamore. “It's a great feeling, it
was 1t was a bit breezy on the
course but I got through it so
I'mhappy, there wasgreat sup-
port,” said Mike who has now
run 20 marathons.

T

As the national U-14
hurling competition returned
to Limerick for the first time
since themid-gos, a total of 40
Limerick hurling teamsand 20
Limerick camogie teams were
amongoveri5oteamsthattook
partin the three day festival of
underage hurling.

Limerick City sides St
Patricks and the Model School
were both crowned All-Ireland
Feile na nGael champions.

5t Patricks were the only
Limerick winnersfrom the six
hurling divisions and five cam-
ogie divisions after a weekend
of superb action in splendid
sunshine,

In the handball seetion,
pride of place goes tothe Model
School, who won the girls sec-
tion of Division Three.

www.limerickieaderie Saturday,January4,2014




wurday, January 4, 2014 wwwilimerickieaderie

LIMERICKLEADERSPORT |

CRESCENT COLLEGE
WINMUNSTER
SENIORCUP

Crescent College Compre-
hensive claimed the Munster
Schools Cup for the first time
since 1994 with a comprehen-
sive 27-5 win over three-in-a-
row seeking Rockwell College
in Thomond Park.

The Limerick side scored
two smashing tries, one in ei-
ther half, from impressive
centre JJ O'Neill and powerful
back-row Didrmuid Dee. Out-
half Gearoid Lyons added 17
pointswith the boot, turningin
an exhibition of goal-kicking.

Crescent captain Lyons
said: “I am over the moon. I
cannot really deseribe how I
am feeling. It is the best feel-
ing I have ever had in my life.
It'samazing.

“Itisgreat tobe part of such
a great team. Thank God, we
ended thedrought at thislevel”

LIMERICKLADS ON
LICNSTOUR

Two Limerick-based
players Paul O'Connell and
Conor Murray were part of
the Lions squad which secured

Test series glory in Australia
this summer.

O’Connell, who ultimately
hadhisplayingtime on tourcut
short byinjury, was taking part
in his third Lions tour, while
Murray was on his first.

Murray admitted his call-
up to Warren Gatland’s Lions
squad had happened from
quickly than many expected.

“Itis crazy when you think
about how quickly things have
developed. It might have hap-
pened a bit quicker than some
people would have expected,”
Murray said.

LOCAL GIRLS HELP
IRELAND TO GRAN
DSLAM

The Irish team secured their
first ever Six Nations Grand
Slam vietory in some style in
March, edging out Italy6-3ina
tense final match in Milan.

With eight members of the
panel either hailing from Lim-
erick or living and studying in
the city or county - the win on
St Patrick’s Day sparked great
celebrationslocallyand hasin-
spired anew generationtotake
up the oval ball game.

The Grand Slam winning
squad members include Lim-
erick-based garda Niamh
Briggs, her fellow Ireland and
UL-Bohs teammates - Gillian
Bourke from Ballyneety and
Niamh Kavanagh, a former
LIT student who now works
in the college, Joy Neville from
North Circular Road, Fiona
Hayes from Caherdavin, Fio-
na Coghlan from Dublin who
studied PE in UL, Laura Guest
from Clonakilty who studied
science education in UL, and
Lynne Cantwell who studied
sportsscience in UL,

YVONNETRACY
-RECORD CAP
HOLDER

Limerick woman Yvonne Tra-
¢y reached a milestone in June
when winning her 75th cap
when the Republic of Ireland
took on Austria at Tallaght.

In doing so, Tracy became
only the fourth Irish female
to make 75 senior caps for her
country.

Yvonne Tracy said: “I'd
probably be a lot closer to 100
if Thadn't lost a full two years
with injuries but, even though
I'm32,it'sstill a goal of mineto
keep playing for as long as my
legskeep going. Having missed
somuch time through injury I
really appreciate every game
now and I can’t wait for Tues-
day’s game against Austria.”

Against all odds, Limer-
ick’s Mary Immaculate College
reached their first ever Third
Level Colleges senior hurling
championship final.

In just their second ever
Fitzgibbon Cup campaign and
under the guidance of long
serving manager Eamonn Cre-
gan, Mary I were surprisingly
the only Limerick represent-
atives in the knockout stages
with previous winners UL and
LIT erashing out.

Mary1beat DublinITin the
quarter-final and then Water-
ford IT in the semi-final.

Alas, they lost the final to
UCC, who had Limerick club
players; Willie Griffin (Adare),
Adrian Breen (Na Piarsaigh),
Jack Ahern (Killeedy) and Bri-
an Cleary (Knockainey) in their
panel.

The loeal stars of the Mary
I side were Declan Hannon
(Adare), Robert O'Donnell
(Pallasgreen), Lar Considine
(Patrickswell), William Hick-
ey (South Liberties).

CKFOOT-
BALLERS WINNFL
DIVISIONA

Limerick were crowned Divi-
sion 4 National Football League
championsforthe second time
in four years with a 0-16 to 1-11
win over Offaly.

Back in 2010 Limerick beat
Waterford with late scoresand
this time round it was again
latescoresfromthe Treatymen
that lifted the title in Croke
Park.

From start to finish this fi-
nal was played at a hectic pace.
But for the opening quarter it
was Limerick that were playing
second fiddle as Offaly raced
into a 1-4 to 0-1 lead after 12
minutes and it was Limerick
that had the wind.

Offaly were held to just
seven points in the remaining
hour of football, while Limer-
ick kicked 0-15.

In total 10-different Lim-
erick players got on the
scoresheet on aday when they
also kicked 10-wides and took
plenty other wrong options in
front of goal.

And, all thiswas done with-
out the services of Johnny Mc-
Carthy, Andy Lane and Ger
Collins, who was absent from
the named team due to injury.

Nonetheless the Limerick
footballers made the most of
Just a fourth ever visit to GAA
Headquarters

Offaly led on 58 minutes,
1-11 to 0-12, but that was their
final score. .

Stephen Lavin and Derry
O’Connor tied up the game
with five to play.

Eoghan O’Connor grabbed
the lead and the insurance
score came when Seamus
O’'Carroll sealed the win.

“That was a really tough
game and just what we ex-
pected from Offaly - they had
alapse during the middle part
of the league but really came
on strong at the end so we ex-
pected a tough battle and that
is what we got,” said Mark
O'Riordan, who was the only
player to start all four games
that the Limerick footballers
have played in Croke Park in
the past decade.

LIMERICK CAM-
DGIETEAM MAKE
ALLIRELAND

1

Joe Quaid’s side made it all
thewayto Croke Park - thefirst
time since 1980. But they were
beaten by Galway's second
string in the All-Ireland inter-
mediate final. Limerick were
looking to return to the sen-
ior ranks after a Division Two
League Finalwin earlierin the
year had seen them return to
Division One of the league.

Limerick alsowonthe Mun-
ster junior championship in
2013 and thus much expeeta-
tion for 2014.

Although the champion-
ship run ended in defeat, it
proved to be the most success-
ful season since 2007 when
Limerickwere All-Ireland sen-
ior B champions.

“We came up short this
year, but I made a promise to
the players that I would get
them to Croke Park. I should
have promised them that we
would win in Croke Park! But
I promised them now that we
will get back here next year
and that wewill winit and that
we will be playing senior cam-
ogiein2015,” said manager Joe
Quaid.

MUNSTER BEAT
PERPIGNANIN
HEINEKEN CUP

20
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