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Limerick football
medal travels from
Australia to Donegal

Another chapter to
county’s All-lreland
success of 1887

YET another 1887 All-reland
football medal has surfaced.

Won by a Tipperary man,
playing football for Limerick in
1887, it has recently found its
way to Gaoth Dobhair in
Donegal, after crossing the
world from Australia!

Michael Slattery was born in
Ballywilliam, Co. Tipperary in
1866, and played with the
Limerick Commercials, the
team that won the first ever
AllHreland football final in 1887
against Dundalk's  Young
Irelands.

Speaking on RTE Raidié na
Gaeltachta, Donegal woman,
Sally McCafferty, explained
how the medal had made its
way into her possession, hav-
ing travelled from Ireland to
Australia and back again over
the last 120 years or so.

Michael Slattery emigrated
to Brisbane in Australia in the
1890s, and there he met and
married Margaret Jane Murphy
from Cork. They had two chil-
dren, a son and a daughter.
The son's name was Bill
Slattery, and he inherited the
medal from his father.

Said Sally: “In 1914, Bill met
a woman named Sarah Jane
and they fell in love, however
Sarah Jane was a Baptist, and
Bill, a Catholic, and they were
forbidden from marrying. As a
symbol of his love, Bill gave
Sarah Jane the medal and said
that he hoped they might meet
again in the future.

“More than 20 years later
they met again by chance, and
as Sarah Jane's parents had
passed on, they were free to
marry. They had no children,
and they passed the medal on
to their Godchild and neighbour
Michael Quinn. As he is quite
elderly now and has no chil-
dren of his own, he in turn has
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passed this medal to Joe
McCafferty and asked him to
find a good home for it, know-
ing that Joe's family back in
Ireland had a great interest in
football, and indeed, it is Joe's
family in Donegal who now
have the medal”.

Sally also explained that she
had been in touch with the GAA
about the medal. The GAA
records, however, show that
medals were not given out to
the 1887 winning teams until
1912, by which time, Michael
Slattery had emigrated, and
that those medals were gold,
therefore mystery still surround
the medal’s origins. The medal
itself is handmade in silver and
the inscription reads: Won by
MJ Siattery, and then on other
side — Football Championship
1887 of All Ireland.

Anyone who has any infor-
mation is asked to contact RTE
Raidié na Gaeltachta in Donegal
at 074 9531244 / 1850 66
55 33.
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