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The Kingﬁpun Chieftain in action in the Round Britain and Ireland Yacht Race

Chieftain sets sai
for three in a row

By DONAL O'REGAN

LIMERICK  prop-
erty magnate Ger
O’Rourke has set
his sails in pursuit
of his third success
in a row in the
Round Britain and
Ireland Yacht Race.

Ger and his crew on
his wyacht, Kingspan
Chieftain, are currently
in the lead in the ardu-
ous event which can take
up to two weeks to com-
plete.

They are in good form
as already this summer
they have won a class in
the BMW Round Ireland
Yacht Race and com-
peted strongly at Cork
week international sail-
ing event at Crosshaven.

The boat and crew set
off at 6pm this Monday
from Cowes in England
and went straight into
the lead.

On Tuesday morning,
the day after the race
started, Ger O’Rourke
spoke via satellite phone

and explained the situa-
tion.

“Kingspan Chieftain
had a great start and
after three hours of rac-
ing we were just off St
Catherine’s Point and in
the lead on corrected
time,” said Mr O’Rourke.

They remain in the

lead but are facing some
very severe weather con-
ditions off the west coast
of Ireland.

Kingspan Chieftain’s
navigator Jochem Visser
says they are beating
into head winds gusting
up to 33 knots.

“It is really uncomfort-

Kingspan Chieftain’s Ger O'Rourke

able down below and
really wet on deck,” says
Mr Visser.

A total of 28 boats
started the race but at
the very most only 25
will finish. Three boats
have already retired
underlying the difficul-
ties yachts and crews

face in this race.

The gruelling event is
run over a racecourse
distance of approxi-
mately 1,789 miles. They
begin on the South Coast
of England move west-
wards into the Celtic Sea
and continue around
Great Britain and Ire-

and.

This is Mr O'Rourke’s
latest voyage and judging
on previous form he is
set to go very close as he
has won events on both
sides of the equator.

The successful prop-
erty developer’s yacht
claimed class honours in
the Sydney to Hobart
Race 2005, it crossed the
line to win the IRC Class
Zero UK National Cham-
pionship.

While sailing and work
are a huge part of his life
he says they come only
second and third to his
wife and three children.

And he managed to
combine two of the
above when he was
joined by his daughter
Deirdre O’Rourke on
board as one of the crew
during Cork Week.
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Blood
clinic

The next Blood Donation
Clinic to be held in the
South Court Hotel,
Raheen will be on
Tuesday next, August 15,
from 5pm to 8pm. Regular
Donors are requested to
note the date and time,
and to make a special
effort to attend the Clinic,
when many others will be
away on holidays. New
Donors are, as always,
especially welcome to
come along.
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More great savings on your
BBQ & Summer favourites!
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Fresh thinking.

Shop online at superquinn. ie




