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An uenul view of the Gaelic Gmuncls : : : )

das for Gaelic Grounds  -

na n(;.wt has received a facelift. 1

The lirst big effort to raise funds for the devel:
opment of the prounds was in 1932, with the
establishment of

I\‘I'u'key Stand.. it b
Work started the following May and was com?
pleted over one year later; June 1988,

By JEROME O'CONNELL

B 1 ¥ X a development  commitiee, v In. the presence of the Artane Boys Band ‘the !
THE first steps towards creating the Limer- - whose remit was to level the piteh, providing .official opening of the Mackey Stand was per- £
ick Gaelic Grounds as a GAA stadium of  sideline sentir 1l ereet o boundary wall, * formed before (Lhti Munster hurling final (Cork v, .

* nate were taken on October 9,1926 when a 4n the mid-{ifties, the venuo ativacted over ‘ e

Tipperary) of 1988,
- farm contdining 12 acres was purchased at 50,000 spectators, the first time sidh a fgure was!

uring the opening, the surviving members of |
Coolraine on the Ennis Road for develop- exceeded outside of Croke Park. i . : ; the 1934, 1936 and 1940 Limerick All-Ireland win- |
‘ment as a sporting grounds. The stadium was boosted, in 1958, with the " ning teams were ntroduced to the atiendance. & 5
Two years later the opening of . the ‘new +additionof the Old Hogan Stand from Croke Park Spectators attending the Bank Holiday Mohday,
grounds marked with two. junior hurling  and three years "'“"' a'record GL174 witnessed double-header will enter a new modern stadium,

the Munster hurling final hr’u\« on Corkand :||: -
perary.

Perhaps the greatest step forward was taken m
1979, when it was decided the ailing: grounds
rr'mi‘ll‘mt an update .

Within three s plans were deawn for o new
stand and in December 1986 planning permission
WS l:!';iwl?l'w! by Limerick Corporation for lhl‘

games — South Liberties defeated Young Ire-
- lands and Ahane, including Mick Mackey, over-
came Fedamore. 3§

On this Bank Holiday Monday, May 3;the Gael-
ic Grounds officially’ re-opens afier. its most
recent landmark €12 million n-dn-wlnn:mm

While work required the/stadium to elose for a ¢
pertod, It is certainly not the first time that Paire |

with a capacity of 48,500,

Prior to the latest rl'(ll‘\‘l‘lu{)l‘m'nl work, the
Ennis Road venue could accomihodate just 31,000,

The €12 milllon-invested has seen the construc-
tion of a 12,000 uncovered stand on the Clareview
side nnd modern terraces on both ends, bringini e
the ofTicial attendance to a figure just short “L', |
L

| The Gaelic Ground:, 2004 lly|e

Barefooted in a ponys trap on.
- way to the GAA's ‘New Field’

[} b lum Reddan, Pat
Kt By HARRY R 6y ek - Stakelum, John l)uj.h',.!\ll!n“-,

3 = ¥ P : my Doyle, Phil Grimes, Ned

GREENSMYTH ; . A ; Power, Christy Ring, Vin-

. . - o a4
cent Twamey, Paddy Barry, - .
Muttie Fouhy, Mick Mackey, x
Jackie Power, Dick Stokes,
Seian Dugean, Mick Burke
andl Joe Sammen are just o
El'\\i
| I'saw them ml play at the
headquarters: of L |mu}ck
S GA A
talkies, p

CTHE deelsion - to :\Hrn\.{
Croom and Young Irelands
10 Jain forces in 1419 had the
“Tollowers of hurling in Lim-

 erick.involved in het debate
in the weeks leading up to
their first round clash with
Ahane at the New. Field. 1.
Call it what, you like to

day - Paire nanGael or the

srowd con-

el ¢ ] trol,  helm mouth 2
L elie .lzn(;nd::l —‘I:‘:gwl\]n guards, protection” for. the
was simply the New: Field, woal  keeper, hamstrings,

It was in the middle of ». K per, i

were uhheard off at a'tin
when Choe lees and Bu
ers were not in any dic {
nary. The first white four
was on-sale in Limerick

August. when - the teams @
+ Tined out incthe New Field
with Paddy. Clohessy  in'
charge ol the whistle. Mike
Butlér of - Tubbeéryquin

since the varly days of the ' " i
with his:sons, ‘MicKic. and World War and,in the same
James, tackled  the: pony vear the first Morris-Minor |
and trap 1o see the cagerly I went on the market, Emi- - |
awaited mateh and- 1 was *ogration wag at a figure. of M
lucky enough (o be Includ- about 50,000 i year, still the s if
= el in the party: which made games. contintied. to rench ]
it to:n mateh which attroets new helghts and Palre ni 1
elia record erowd cfor 0

nGnel played an kmporthnt

domestic hurling game in 1ole i this development o

Limerick In that year, ‘This W|!I=s Cross brlnglng Cluughuun players to'a muh—h in the Gaelic Gmund-. Pic

wils my first tlml- Hoing tn
the famous feld,

Three yoars pwv!uusly
the two: Butler: sons: had
pinyed with South Liboertles
ngalnst: Costletown: in) the

S\ Junlor final nt: Croom and

Jimes eaptuined (the win.
“ning team,

~ferocious windy day < 1 wns
not gware that,L'wad in the

3 ! e, secretnry wis l’ndllv Quili wag a t'Imbor -|h'uc1un- .the tmont warks would
l.{“"“,"“""f twq‘f'tm(t}gm - was something totalk about' - front: of - a blue: colourcd - ken podils and no brakes,; Markets Field was the 121 By JEROME - ligan, 5 wuuld Jave. o 5 bc.:' prove viable and 1 must,
“‘1§g;“7“¥“r’;‘5,’£';; |3'Eaam‘i" whunl sturned home, house in front'of the Neld 1 I{u- great Cork ind Tip- - With® Limerick: emerging

even less aware {

the:futher .won' a county

intermediate hurling medal

with the SouthsAn 19111t

‘was in fact In 1913 when'the
issue:was declded belwr.'eE.

1 remembor. the, leim |
Stravelling o’ Crobmoh o

L It the, trap. with weather
o benten feet was a worglerful -

hat ' Mike:

courtesy Claughaun,

s e rulefor pubs’ was lu
fores,

ILowhs nt the: start of
Autymn i aml bare - footed

ohildron wos'as naturn] ns .

thie £ Mne . wonther  that

“sivamed Ao boonlwnys In

Vo I these fige ol dnys,

expérience nnd to seo the
Shannon: fur' the, first timé

fromJack

1 had_Jearned
NEeahy:in Knockea school

hat the: Shannon: rose’ in
hesShannon: Pot' in - the

\lengh *Mountains® In,
County’ Cavan nand 1o soe it
flow, past Limerick City was!

. awesome, i
In fairness I had littie

interest in the match as the
Tose to'every puck of,
thed'match.iAhane - were
boaten’in a' bad tempered
gamess Mick: Mackey: was.
nying:s 1:took:notlceof
Im as hu.wns;n-huumhnlzl )
namein hurlingat the time.

Onithe Croom Young Ire-

Jands;team was John Mar-

T'he (.vr:ll(lim-ﬂ wert an
Iast - Limerlek ©selection
which fhe Iudedt Micky CIIf;
fard, Jimmy Power. and
Illlllltw Dooley ol South
Libortles nnd“to: mnke it
that Hitle bitgpecial o huel
Ing followers in the district,
Mlek Hresnihin o of
Fodamore wis on the tenm,

Atone stage of the malteh
Iwas dispatehed loa gate in

see that the pony'who wits
tied 10 a gate was in‘no
“harm. This house and gnte
was’ where the: Northtown
Shopping Centrodls hull, 1
think. | e the
yhelonged tosa man’ t'nlh~(l
Kirby
Conimg ||flm 1 StO]
bottle vof - Byrne
wont down nicely
may; hiwve  quenched
‘the thl hut (he pangs of’
hunger remalnad unti
‘Tmlgwlgtn ours hnmNu.
nd, hungry we: were. No
food had - passed “our: !I;)
dsince dlnnc after Mass, in

Touse |

-m.m-:lumry in H.llly‘iflﬁ’lly A

"The I'l|.ml=:|n 1 intha Sun:
tlay |nlff'l\l‘||(§f!\l Wils jripy
ping read ing b those hippy
tays, Carly W nnd Guss|e
Cioase never eiome near e
man on the white: hopse
who tefid !'\.II'I v obstaele
s ware galnst the
wrongtoer, | B

The next Hime [ was in
the' New Fleld{l hnd gradu

Cate o a bleytle with bro

perary. clashes of this ern
put huriing at the top of the

+ sporting Indder, these worp

interrupted by *Limerick
ol aterford, = but the -
elaghes. involying Tippers
ary'and Cork wiis o' specinl

oy in the hudnm calendar
ol the 19508, ¢

There was Mnal = 1 don't
knuw what year-l ands few
Ballyneety, col
4 0l rting- <

1 ﬂL‘Vr‘h"ﬁ m thes biack of: (he
fleldd and In the mass of peg
‘ple was Christy, Ring;'mn!

' his way to some hotel or
the Ennis Rond: where th

would the New Field be the
cormet nime to use ol the
conclusion of these fow
wirs,

Adriefly mny | go bick 1o
14 when the New: Fleld
wis opened, Four eluly hurd
Ing tenms, South Libortles,
Ahnniey Young Irvlnnds and
Fodimmore, played ut the
opefing In o September;
Munster.: Counell hn\ i
grnnt ,of, £1,000, L
wune to he pl umi ot thé

victorious over Clare. This
was a Thomond Fels final,
lnmovmdd-ungvlnwm
Alexander Fleming
erud Penjelllin’ vnlhut ¥1
for, women © In t
reluced 10,21 and Chinn
K:li Shiek wns President of
ChinazeAt: home. alrish
]Inl"k‘ ~Tipperal
tht Mnlme(,r:md Natlohal
James MeNelll was! the
General |

imerlek® discuy-
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THE. Gaelle Grounds .
" Development.Commit-

“tee has been the dris
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