BY CHARLIE
MULQUEEN

‘lHObE OF you who saw

M?lrkelx

ield pitch

" complain each week.at'the -
conditions

‘rather

. for spectators may wel be

mitprised to . learn .that -

Limerick s rt depended
almost cx a? on the
Garryowen “st ” for
the best part of half a cen-

tugom thc ea:hest days of

rt in the mid-
1870s, thc kets Field has
been a fooal point for sport in

the region and is still of

. course, the headquarters of
Greyhound Racing and Rac-
ing and League of Ireland
soccer in the city.

Long before the major
associations like the G.AA.,
- the LR.F.U,,- the Racmg
Board, the F.ALL. and so on
were se! up, sport was well
established in Limerick. The
columns of the Limerick
Leader and Limerick
Chronicle carry graphic
" accounts of many
- engagements, the carliest dat-
*ing back to the activities of the
- Limerick Athletic and B:qycle
“Club, abodyclosc
with the gentry and upper

classes.

Road races
They held many famous
. rmdracesfmmlS?Sonwds
and around this time, too, the

L&némk Handball Club was -

at its courts in Rut-

laMSt ‘béhi
Our first G.A.A. club,
Limerick Commercials, came
- on the scene in 1883 - theyear
before the founding of the
G.A.A. —and they operated at

the Grocers Field on the Ennis -

Raad, now. the site of
Langdowne Terrace. The
came chigfly from.

The arrival of the G.A.A.
and of Garryowen R Club
in "1884 saw the Markets

Field come into its own as a

dpomng venue. The now-
efunct Limerick County

Rf .. Plpye‘;lut bﬁfm
X becnme iden- .
vjth the “light blues” as
a arena on and
hu: venue on Satur-
3 traffic inevit-
ﬁ?&“mw«m'
surfage, oblem. com-
pmndedby fact that cir- .
quﬁlymsad S-weél:and B

condition of .

. was. much_greater playing

the Town Hall.. *

.the-work put mtothegrounds =

sawdust n.nd the droppings of ated to-da; pitch now is
various shimals — mnE as : oneofthetybest anywhere, but
~°|=Phﬂnﬁ—lﬂd°dt0thcdﬁ- “in the eatly days there was a
ficulty. towering hill that was cleared
in loads and loads of carth

m m ) stone, rock, etcy ju .

X g cart. wa.shterlo

Although the “foreign the fine banking on the ar”
games” rule was vary much in - side. First big match at the

vogue. around the turn of the

century, the two “tenant”
clubs at the Markets Field used
to share the same goalposts,
just moving them around.to

venue was the clash of Clnre
and Gal in the semi-final
of the Ireland -in 1932,
won by Clare who overcame a
massive half time deficit

suit their own requirements. * thanks wt sec-
The ‘Markets Field remained ond half '
the chief- hurling venue in. "'I‘ul!" C’mmdme,
Limerick right up to and Sm:lly, Clare lost in the final to

indeed after the opening of the.
Limerick Gaelic Grounds on
the Ennis Road in 1927-'28 .

Kllkem:ly
Facilities at the venie
improved, but there

was still no stand when the

Two famous Munster finals never-to-be-repeated - 60
were staged there - the plus crowds throm ed -t
Tipperary-Cork clash of 1925 ground in the early fifties fora
before a record crowd and the succession of Cork-Tipp.
meeting of Limerick and Munster finals,
Tipp. in’23 iln the final of '22.
The teams played a draw in a

ondid at Thures but . 1 remendous

re-play at the Markets

So, mabnefway,thatshow
Field was an ill-tempered

the various sports evolved in

aﬂmrandanumber of players pages of the
were injured. Ti won “Leader” and “Chronicle” are
buit lost m the All-Ireland final - alive with re nxctfthchmt
to Kilkenny. : bdwds of huﬁﬂa |

It should be noted that there atyhmmen ,osc‘l):g;: rang y;;;.
was no greyhound track in mnand’wamm,md
those days (this arrived in s0 on and on. They have given

1937) but even though there tremendous pleasure for more

* than a century, and hoe;

space than is the case today, w1H nonr.inuc to do so mP ‘mﬂg

the ground was still too emall

only “at” the Ma.r ets Field? - @*Connell, Paddy Scanlon and
Prcssumonﬂ:eoldv:nue!ud + Jaekie- Power, to name but a

boc.nmuchcaaedbythe Seq,'h legendary figures to

to Th d
OImOon
Park in ;“g?and of Gaelic
Games to their new home on
the Ennis Road. That move
took place in 1927-'28, and Tllm

for
atthntunemtfutlyappren- uma Iﬁnsmdhwwll

n wspaper

&

and restricted for hurling. Yet I-ichsportlnsen its -
rugby comtinued to thrive days. Ru test
there. The 1905 All Blacks ay may well have g::
under the captaincy of Dave recent as Ocotber 31st, 1978
gave “Munster a ,when Mmster beat the
LSl et
ma
ﬁ‘"""’““‘fﬂm“’“ﬁﬁ K',’ o' .
ita cup tie or Interprovincial - theuvmy overl.anndowne
took place there. in the Bateman Cupﬁna]of
1928 was even more
nificant. Limerick’s first
Strange lrdand triumph was achieved
Inview of the game's popu- s mfnw of Dan
haky Dday, it 8 stoange ro tedthenctml918 '
indeed that soccer r.hﬂuldhave 1 befove really hi the
ol g iy i
sporting life of Limerick that
before and after the turn of the l:nm ofnl;;:n
ventury. It was, of course, "?a 1940 4 th
looke upon 2 “a }q ahe e
” and was confined }u‘ﬁm“’ i ina
ost entirely to the British ; ﬁoma m“'ﬂg_
forces, ml" . m’] sy
Indeed Limerick’s League of . Mea like Ned Cregan, Mick
Ireland club didn’t come along Ketinedy, Micky Cross, Paddy
'unu11931mdwhercd1dmey : , Timmy Ryan, John
-immediately set up home . o ands Mick Mackey, Jackie

Wm.

abroad, for

" Alas, ever slnu

thcyfeasmdu&tlmm The files
of the newspaper came. alive
with the stirming deeds of these
great men, ;l.;y home and

enjoyed a
lumeuful tour of the

_United States as well

‘There was many a lean year
afterwards, bu 70’s were

E’Od wuha?th mk“fo'é

cess in 1971 by the
county’s first All-Ireland in 33
years when Kilkenny were

‘onmmedmtheﬁnalaﬂws

Gaelic football has trad-

" ifionally been the “poor rela-

tion” of hurling, but the early
days of the association saw
Limerick in the ascendancy
and they won the All-Ireland
Champmmhxp of 1887 (the
first ever played) and 1896
erick has
been much in the dol-
drumsin and as [ write
there is absolutely nothing to
ndicate that your “L W
will resound to any heroic
deeds in this code in the fore-
seeable future.

Not so soccer, howoever,
AL i
poised to o
League-Cup double fot the

first time i their histo:
enduredmmymmgu
near misses through the 30‘

mdwsb@tumﬁnaﬂ clmch-

‘ "gsa o e was ano&!m prot-

racted spell in the wilderness
before the coveted League

there was amother dvengyu.r
wait until Cup suceess in 1971



