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The Pioneer Days

’]‘HE County Limerick Coursing
. Club, which has H;J¢nsul'ed 80
many successful Irish Cup meetings
al Clounanna, has had a fairly long
and certainly a very honourable
nistory. It had a comparatively
humble beginning a little over 54
yvears ago, but if the men by whom
it was launched were few in num-
berg they made up for any draw-
backs lin” that respect by their own
enthugiasm and driving force. It
is a spd and regrettable fact that
not one of the moving spirits of the
initial effort lives to telllthe atory
or read its telling. | !

The Club owes its beginning to
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a small meeting of “doggie men”
held in Rathkeale, in July] 1898, The
iproceedings at that little ‘gathering
led to the formation of “The County
1Limerick Coursing Club.” Under the
auspices of the new body an open
epursing meeting wag | held at
Mellon, on the 9th and 10th of Nov-
ember of the same year. This
initial fixture was fairly (well sup-

BEGAN IN 1892% d

honorury members, and the state-| ooy oo abio T o qaeaT e

fthree put an enormous amount of
unselfish work and sincerity ;ntn
the affairs of the Club and as time

a prominent sporting journal of the
time, said:—“INo other open meet-|
ing in the Soéuthern Province has|
been worked up to such a level of
success and importance."

NO SMALL TRIBUTE. |

This was no small tribute and it|

foreshadowed | the wonderful suc-|
ceas that has attended the Club's|
efforts and agdtivities all down the|
years since, For several years the|
Club's. fixtureg were held annually|
at Mellon bt later they were|
transferred to Clounanna, admit-|
tedly by far |the” finest and best
equipped courging venue in Ireland.|
The Irish Cup meeting has grown
to wonddrfully big dimensions in|
allround | importance and  thel
reunion ¢very|year is from almost
‘levery stdndpdint an improvement|
on the preceding one. |

SPLENDID HELPERS,

No one man|or group pf men can;

be ecredited clusively with thel
remarkable growth and success of
the Coupty | Limerick Coursing
Club and its [great annual “Bluc
Riband” flxture at Clounanna. The
three originall officers. mentioned|
were towgers df strength and the)
source of immhense inspiration. As
the years we by they got splen-
did helpe{s, who were as indefatig-|
able and Lnth;x{iastic as themselves. |

Amongst [them ,may be mentioned
John Fitzgibbph;: -Askeaton; J.
Quaid, former/:Seafetary of Lime-
rick County C?})ﬁcil; E.'J. Prender-
gast, Limeric Mick O‘Shaugh\r
nessy, Bruff;| Willilam Gleeson,
Fedamore; ¥ 8ten " Matthews,

Limerick:| Tg Hayoep, Callow;
B, J. Riordan

!
The late Philip J. 0'Sullivan, first

|

Honorary Secretary of the County

Limerick Coursing Club, a position he

continued to fill with great ability
and success for many vears.

went on they got able co-operation
from men equally active and ear-
‘nest in the furtherance of the Cluh
and ils objects.

Progreas was not slow in coming,
as is shown by the fact that for
the second annukl meeting at
Mellon, and which was held on 28th|
and 20th of Noverhber, 1889, the
entries tolalled 56 as against 30
the first year. At this second fixture
leading kennels in Kilkenny, Offaly,
Galway, Kerry, Waterford, Cork,
I(T]zl\rrz and Limerick, were represen-|
led,

Limerick; Stephen
Moore, B*ﬂlin carriga; John Cos-
tello, Newecastle West; Martin
Griffin, Limerick; George Hare,
Limerick;| James Clarke and
William | O'Sujlivan, Ballybunion,
and a host of ﬂwm whose names
for the moment#éscape the memory
of the writer, | !
SOLE LIMERICK SURVIVOR.
Of thos¢ meéntioned above, the
sole Limerick ‘$urvivor is Mr. E. J.
Prendergagt, who, it is gratifying to

e ANNUAL REPORT.

The - first annual report of the
f.,?luh_ was presented in April, 1800, |
and it pointed out that “the Com- |

mittece are glad to be able to|
| ehronicle a distinet success
| in your . endeavours to revive

coursing in this county.” In refer-
ence to {he second fixture, that of
1899, the report stated that * elass
was well represented in the three
stakes and capital trials were wit-
nessed under the most favourable

~~ A

Coursing In Cdgnty Limerick

i _'6_fficial O—ben

daid by their predpceessors, Pro-
minent among themn was the late
T. ¥. Ryan, for myny years Lime-
rick County Surveyor. “Tom” Ryan
displayed unflagging zeal and|
energy in the development of]
Clounanna and the TIrish Cup|
coursing, and the present-day|
greatness of hoth certainly owes|
much to his cxertions. Those who)
co-operated with him and helped|
otherwise also deserve honourable (
mention but corsiderations of|
space preclude a full enumeration|
of their names and activities.
THE PAST AND THE PRESENT.|
The tendency is always strong to|
throw an undue halo over the past,, {
and to do so in & way that almosubodyg
belittles the present, Those whe R
kad any acquaintance of the facts, | 2015
however, will have no hesitation 1n L
agreeing that thosd who laid the! ¢cussiQ
foundations and 'did the early|
I

1
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building of the Irish Coursing Club (,()]’n
and i fixtures truly great

work« and as ¢, sociahl
unsgelflsh, and well-meaning men o

ported. With one or two gxceptions, % : SHAEL 5
however, the list of n_nmiqs.tr_n's wag| ! j\bhmf:}lltlrr:it.mll":-‘:-;«’ltlalo I;l meet BOY- 3 otwea
confined to the counties of Limerick i . _ ki S ¥ A by Do meana | gt
and Kerry. The Club in its first year| The Cup, Puysc and Plate Trophies at last vear's irish Cun Coursing | 'l o TPl s ‘”fl“_" nge credit! compay
consisted of 34 members and .36 | | at Clounanna. ¢ 0 those now in charge the g

{Coursing 'Club and if{s annual meet-,
ings,

Phill' O'Sullivan was in hisg time These men | are

splendid

> ane g "the eaAT
;‘?{‘:J\“leng ‘L-:'(::I)ilt“lllj?llnfl(g' U}P({Gyiﬁlﬂl. “the acgounty for the year showlas hon, secretary a wonderfully | workers, who arp in every respect| -
7d A = a c_reﬂzh b&lar,_cré {)i £27 195.1;5(]., en‘st,uuus. ful ;iig]amsoi'.] l,'nlnlur the \A]‘m_ﬂhy of . the 'high fraditio il(z;-';llt\; A
: > 3 N (5] I eminently salfisfactory result,” pen-name “Philogopholus™ he wrote their great predecessors.  Sufficient 9080t
The r!fsll“ﬁ‘lhcigllﬂ[v%rfllr!ei‘?.ﬁi). Moy- Even at thht early stage in its miuch !mlh in prose and verse by tribute to their work and worth is }"‘3;]1'”'
lan.  Neweastle West, Chairman:|S2Feer the County L‘.xmermk‘way of propaganda for thd Club|the unexampled sucpess they have ‘1‘1--1‘\4‘-
2obert ‘Cussen, Newcastle Wost, Coursing' Club had established aland its|objectives. The late Stephon|beéen making year after year of the i'ﬂ;_‘(_‘,_‘i"
Preasurcr; and Philip J. O'Sullivan, reputation for.doing things well,|Moore, N.T. Ballinacarrigd, may,|great ‘aml_u:a] hosting at Clounanna. mii{ |
Limerick., Hon. Secretary, These | eferring to the 18989 meeting, for howevepr, be regarded as the poet| THIS YEAR'S FIXTURE. 2 :
{§om ) A 2 instance, The Stable and Kennel,| | or

The Trish Cup coursing this year

laureate ‘of coursing in Co, Lime-

rick, for he was a regular contri-|by the way, will Ne held carl or
butor pf poems to the Limerick|than ever. It will 'take place on
Leader | in praise of the sport and ‘Nnvvmhul‘, 19th, 20th and 21st, these

"

in furtherance of its interests ecerly dates heing fiked b of
GRAND BUNCH OF SPORTSMEN

The 10(::11 coursing men of those d
days were a grand bunch of sports-|
men, There was a wonderful bond|
of ft'it?ridshipJ and affection hatween |
them. They were great story-
tellers, masters of quick repartee,
and wcf't* never happier thah when
playing| jokeés on or spinning yarns
against| each other. The many|
stories (told of those ‘pionecr days
and the adveniures and ineidents
associated with ‘ecarly coursing|
aclivities would in themselves make|
a big, and very readable vohume.

It wds a treat to hear “Phil” mill
O'Sullivan and William of the same would
ngme rom. Ballybunion vegaling By
their ligteners with humorous guips| tentio
and stories in which each tiied to! Ithe i
outrival the other. ! | AenBo

| A GOOD STORY. I {by o

William, by the way, used tell a :ﬂ! umk
good story of how he first got into 2o, Li
touch with George Hare, whom he ”1“1‘"‘%
did not know or had not even 4{]‘{‘ ;
heard of up to then, One day he I’I‘}(:‘
wag in Limerick and wzmiv(l“u see | ! i
Phil O'Sullivan, hut he didn'f] knowy with
where the latter haa his! office, lili_ﬂ}T
Strolling along Upper Cecil Strect| ‘H\;H-
| be notiped the name "G, Hare'' | 'f‘“;'_”‘
jovera shop. He went in and asked i )1
he first persm:_‘ he 1)1('-$,I whu.]m}p | e, B 7. Preuleraiist: the sole 1].‘ n
pene i yeorge Tlare, ho i Sty $
i:lnré;;i Pljl(ljil lé l]l(iV:leIL Ih.}];!)ll:.{jl.m i survivor of n‘:gr.':‘l;(l bunch of ‘H..‘]mw
and where his office was, || When| APESUIE. J';_l'
answered in the affirmative William |4y conditions,  Ta  recall the o ab:
explained: "Why 1 came in at all' oo 0f the Bt int this (Gt l'u.:”,].
to r’.nquh-n was that I ](n;w s "_”_'nl'rtil_m should ge to add Home. Ui
well UmI every hare in or  neay st to {he antic tidn ol the com \-.ix:-'
Limeriek should know Phil ©'Sull ling grent fixture e
van After a few more vemarks | “Unpl Chresent  Pregident of | the i':’”';"u
between the two, George. put on|oh iy Lord Adare and the Chair- conde
hig ?\a | ami':u:omripi_v.m('d “m“‘”‘“lman_ Mr. Roger O'Sullivan, Soir. enf f_—‘_
to Phil’s office. Phil put gon .hi..‘;l“'}lihf the hard-working and very I
hat, too| and it "would not be difli- capable Honoraiy Secretary ang -t
eult to puess the sort of cstahlish- 'j“'l."l“illl‘l'!' i N ‘-I”‘: ()'Ih:lm'):-]]“ _!'l i
ment tlley were in bhefore |many| i 12 s e
minutes | exchanging pleasanities ! ”‘Eri'le?

Phil's | immediate successorg in H M E{ U arital
the sectetaryship of the Conrsing e us+ urn p her
S —_— e could

Or Else —

temarking that did

if gflefendant Iritis
not turn up at the next sitting ne :11"‘|i[‘
would be fined £20 and put off the jjjupa
road, Justice C, 8. Koénny, at New- throa
castle West Court on Friday, waoul
i adjourned for a week the case
which Cornelius Hanpley, 179

Brendan Park, Tralee, was ctb
with the alleged dangeroug drivir
of a lorry at Gorthoy in June las

The prosecution was a sequel {o an Q(\r




