Thva Efe-size statue erected in honour of Paddy Ryan in Pallasgreen in 2004

Con Leahy one of
family of local athletes

| Visitors flocked to watch the Leahy family train in a field by their home in Gregane

THE QLYMPIC GAMES are over
and Ireland returned with two
silver medals, to add to the 24 they
had won since Pat O'Callaghan won
the [rish Free State's first gold
medal in 1528,

During the course of my re-
gearch | notleed a lot of different
faots and figures, and dates, associ-
ated with the athletes, | have fea-
fured.

There is a lot of information
there about them and 1 have only
given brief detatls in the column. |
hope 1 am doing them justice, and
that | am a3 accurate as possible.

This wesk we continue our look
back 1o the early ghory days when
Limerick athletes, were at the fore-
front of world sthleties, and feature
Con Leahy and Paddy Ryam,

Cornelivs Con Leahy was born in
Cregane, in the parish of Col-
manswell, on April 27 1876 and
brother of Paddy we wrole aboul
last week. He was the eidest
member of the world famous
family of jumpers,

Con won a gold and a silver
medal, at the 1906 special intereal-
aled Games held in Athens, and he
won a silver medal, finishing joint
second in the high jump at the
London Games in 1908,

He won 20 Irish Champlonships
{11 TAAA titles, and g GAA titles) as
follews 12 high jump, five long
jump, one triple jump, one
standing high jump, and one
standing Hop, Step, and Jump.

The first indication of his talent
was revealed to his school mates,
returning from Chardevilie CBS,
when he was aged 16. He jumped
Mannix's gate which stood 5 foot B
inches high and spiked on top. 1L
was in response to his pals telling
tall tales of their athletic achisve-
ments,

Together with other Irish born
athletes, Peter O'Conner, and John
Daly, Con Leahy was entered to rep-
pesent Ireland in the 1906 Olympic
Games in Athens, by the Irish Ama-
peur Athletic Association (LAAA)
and Gaelle Athletic Association
GAA).

However under the Interna-
tional Olympic Commilies rules,
they were designated as repres-
enting Great Britain and Ireland.
They sttended the games entirely

gt thelr own expense, receiving
only green blazers.

Leahy won the gold medal in the
high jump with 1775 meters, (after
16 jumps) beating Hungarian Lajos
Génexy by 2.5 em. and the sibver
medal, in the triple jump coming
seepnd to fellow Irishman Peter
O Connar.

Con Leahy was subisequently -
volved in the protest ab the flag-
paising ceremony for the long
jump when ('Connor, from Water-
ford scaled a flagpole, in the
middie of the field and waved the
Irish flag.

Con and John Daly stood guard
underneath to stop any interfer-
ence. Peter was an accomplished
gymnast whose rapid climb and
protest coused a greak sensalion.

In the 1908 Olympic Games,
Leahy again took part in the high
jump. Three jumpers, Lealy, Géo
André and Istvin Sonodi, sharved
second place with 1.83 meters be-
hind the American Harry Parte,
who weon with 1.60 melers.

After his Olympic success Con
Leahy returned to Ireland. A year
later in 1900 he emigrated Lo the
United States and settled in New
York. He died in Manhattan at the
age of 45 on December 18 1921, In
006, o mark the 1woth an-
niversary of his Olympic medal
win, a memorial was unveiled in
Thomas 3treet, Limerick.

The Leahys were a wonderful
Tarmily of sthietes; six brothers
Paddy, Con, Joe, Tom, Mick, and
Tim, could hold their own with the
best, and they must godown as the
most versatile performers in the
histery of athletics,

The sewenth brother Jack,
though devoting the bulk of his
time to horses, and the show ring.
alsa won prizes In the athletic
arena. They had a sister who it was
said could beat the best af them,
oven when world honours rested

Then&Now

in their little home in Cregase, by
the banks of the winding river
Wlaigue.

Many visitors came to see them
tratn. in the little Geld close to their
home, including an English gen-
tlenan, who was amazed and de-
lighted to see the sister perform
alongside the brotiers,

He beeame so charmid with the
lady that before long he proposed
marriage o har,

Mizs Leahy refused the offer, al-
though he was a fine type, and of
good social standing, as she pre-
fereed to refrain from mixing the
teiwe Celtic blood with thot of the
Sassenach.

Paddy Ryan was born at Bunavie,
Pallasgresn, on January 20 1983,
one of elght in family to Patrick
Ryart, and Bridget Hayes. He grew
up 0 be a strong man, with
powerful hips, and shoulders, and
he stood ok six feet four inches, and
welghed up Lo 19 SLone,

The throwing of an ordinary
sledge hammer, was @ favourite
rural pastime, which aroused con-
siderable interest and rivalcy at
that time. In 1503 Paddy threw the
hammer 136 feet w defeat Tom
Kiely of Ballyneale, the greatest all
round athbete of his time.

won 11 All-  Ireland
hammer titbes under the auspices
of the GAA and the Irish Amateur
Athletic Assoclation, and was part
of the Irish weight throwers known
as the lrish Whales.

In igio e emigrated to the
United States, and signed on with
thi: Ieksh American Club, and later
joined the NYPD. In 2on he won
the New York champlonshipwitha
theow of 175 feet four inches,

He had not established eitizen-
ahip in time for the 1912 Olymples
in Stockholim, and somissed an op-
purl;l,ll:li[j.'iﬂcumlwl.r-

At the Firemen's Athletic Games
at Long lsland on February 6 15903

Paddy threw the hammer 18g fi.
64" (5777m) to establish the first
offichal IAAF world record.

This remained a world record for
25 years, and an American record
for 40 years, being eventually
beaten by Martin Engel in July
1953 During the First World War
he joined the US Army and served
in Franece, in 1947

He compeled for the United
Gtates, a1l the 1920 Summer
Olympics and won a gold medal in
the hammer throw and a silver in
the 56-pound weight theow,

He threw the hammer 173 feet
and four inches in the Gnal despite
the very wel and unsuitable condi-
tions. This was nearly 13 feet more
than the runner up Carl Lindh of
Sweden.

He finizhed second to Pat Me-
Donald from Clare, in the wekght
throw event a few days later. This
was the only time this event of
throwing a 56 Ib, weight for dis-
tance, was held at the Olympics.

Roddy Kirwan, from Kil-
macthomas compesed a poém
about Paddy when he was at his
peak. The opening lines ave as fol-
lovwws.

In  hisioric coundy Limerick
around eighteen eighty three

A bouncing boy was born and
refghboera camie b0 soe

For an infan! prodigy was he and
his size rarely seen

Hi was the fuitire hammsr cham:
pion Poddy Byan of Pallasgreen.

Im 1524 he relurned 1o Ireland to
take owver the family farm, and
seitled down with his wife Johanna
Mary King. and family on the farm
a1 Moymore, Old Pallas.

Paddy has been described as a
homely character, with a warm
personality who loved to el
stories. He missed the excitement
of competing and he regretied that
he never won an Olympic goid
medal for his homeland.

Paddy Ryan died on February 13
1564 at the age of 32. He was Laid to
rest in Old Pallas cemelery under
the shadew of Kneckgrean Hill,
Ronnie Delaney another Olympic
champion, unveiled a Life-size
bronze statue of Paddy in Pallas-
green in July 2004

| will conclude our Olympic
journey in next week's column.
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DURING the Pattern Day in
Ballybunion | met a man i
the Marine Hotel whose
futher had been killed by &
boar, | presumed that the
dead man had been abroad at
the thme, somewhere in South
Amertca where the peccary
or wild pig still runs wild or
maybe in Afghanistan where
fierce boars still abound in
thie remote uplands.

Imagine my surprise when
I was told that the foul deed
waus  perpetrated between
Rathkeale and Newcastle and
that the boar in question was
a Department boar.

“Weep not for the loss of
your father” said John Joe
Doaly who was in the company
al the time, “but rather theow
the deop of drink back in you
and bet yourself go the way of
the merry throng.”

The man whose {sther was
killed by the boar took heart
At this and insisted on IT.I'H-'_'u'II-'IE
around of deinks,

As the evening wore on the
drowsy tide of talk ebbed and
flowed and in the background
& piane tinkled. There was
the mausbeal clinking of
whiskey and porter glasses
and above all an air of great
humour prevailed.

Bonhams

*] HAD o boar once,” said a
man who sat aloof on the
fringe of the gathering, “and
the bonhams he sired were
the talk of the countryside.
You will all surely have heand
the expression: high and
mighty like the Kilflynn
bonhams”

W all nodded and the man
on the fringe proceeded with
i tale.

“This boarsaid he, “was
belaved of every sow from the
headwaters of the Brick River
e the silver mouwth of the
Cashen, A sow that came Lo
him onee never wanied Lo
tangle with any other boar.
What harem but he was no De-
partment boar, just an or-
dinary John Smith who was
sired himself by a totally un-
known and unpedigreed mas-
culing swine from a spot
called Lenamore near the vil-
lage of Ballylongford.”

“I heard of him," said a man
whao was bdly swirling porter
around the bottom of his
glass, “thers was sows died of
tiwe heartbreak after him”

"Before we pass on from
the subject of boars,” said
Mick Carey, who had earlier
unobiresively  jolned  the
company a8 an  interested
listener, “bet me tell the story
of the lovelorn sow. There
wis 5 muemur of assent.

"Dpee up 4 time” sald
Carey, “there was & widaow
wha lived on 3 small farm
with her only son. The son
wis young and it is & known
fact that you cannot pul an
old head on young shoulders.,
Consequently the son was not
as well up a2 he might be on
miakters relating to the farm.

The farm supporied ten

milel cows, & pony, an ase and
a zowe. One day the mother

pointed out to the
the sow had come
timse and would ha
taken w the boar.
boar lived nearlyan
on & busy road and
who has ever tried 1
sow over a mile
rosdway will know §
very demanding jol
The =son thoug
number, He manag
the sow into a whe
g off with him to 1
ence of the boar. .
boar had performes
the farmer who ov
took the widow's
and told him that |
failed to keep lu
bring her back.
The bear would
secondly free of ¢l
if mecessary keep
forming until the £
the tamily way.
The widow's
somewhal  pertu
explained his pos
farmer.
“How will | knoa
“whether the sow

She said i
one nighi
widow, th
was as ge
any of
daughter

she had
strings t
fiddle tho
of the

or mot?”
= A good questia
farmer, “and of
will now answe
days take stock ¢
If she'll he roll
and kicking her
the air it mean
pay a second visi
but if she's drear
gt and a bit sh
in appearance
no need Dor a ret
Satizfied, the
home and il
maother that th
done his duty. L
Hens laid and oo
Then after the
week the =on 1
mrnkng and o
mother 1o take
sow, lo e W
syrnploms dese
farmer wore al
The mother w
after a period e
“Wiell, said th
way is she?”
"She's sitting
wiheelbarrow,”
mother, “with 2
ner face”
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passed on youl
lady in questio
cannel pul you
any athers. 5
given me leave



